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Special Tournaments Issue 





Photo by Eric Schiller 


State Champion IM Guillermo Rey at the Wilkerson 


Tournament Reports 
on 
Max Wilkerson International 
LERA Thanksgiving Class 
Berkeley Class Struggle 
Western States Open 
and 
The Return of Readers Showcase! 
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During the annual Chess Journalists of America meeting at the US 0; 
in Hawaii, our magazine won several awards! Among the honors garnere( 
the California Chess Journal were: Best Analysis (Endings) for Eric Schilk 
piece ‘How to Avoid Slot Machines and Gaming Tables’; Best Editorial 
Hal Terrie’s article on ‘How OMOV Lost’ and an Honorable Mention for 
Cover of the ‘Queen of The Tournament of Queens’ featuring Alan Kirshp; 
photo of Jocelyn Lee and M.L. Rantala’s design. 

Our neighbor, Nevada, certainly is a land of contrasts. In the north 
half of the state, Jerry Weikel has built a nationwide reputation for 
excellent tournaments in the Reno area. Now Jerry (and his partner | 
Sands Regency Hotel Casino) are gearing up for the 1999 100th US Op 
With an unconditionally guaranteed prize fund of $63,300 plus all the lege 
ary Weikel extras, this will be a most memorable event. Northern Califo; 
players should check out our back cover and start making their plans to by 
Reno this August 10th-19th. 

The situation in South Nevada (primarily Las Vegas) has deteriorate( 
the point where editorial comment is necessary. Credible allegations of rat 
manipulations of scholastic players by south Nevada organizers are m 
disturbing. Everyone loses when a child with a vastly inflated rating goe 
an invitational event and thereby deprives another child who had worked}; 
of a chance to play. All too often the under-prepared recipient of an infla 
rating is ruthlessly crushed in international tournament play and withdre 
from chess. It’s time to consider Sunil Weeramantry’s proposal that a quali 
ing event be held before US representatives are sent abroad to scholastic ch 

events. Ata minimum, scholastic players should be required to confirm th 
ratings by competing in events outside of their home base before US) 
subsidizes international travel and experience. 

On an even more disturbing note, south Nevada organizers are adver 
ing a competing “US Summer Open” in the Laughlin area for the exact sa 
dates as the real US Open in Reno. Frankly this event promises to be 
disaster in every respect. To give an example, the tournament flyer adv 
tises a $21,000 prize fund but the organizers have sent out a bizarre pr 
release discussing the murder or suicide of the local chess club owner whoh 
guaranteed $15,000 of the $21,000 prize fund. Is the money still pledgeda 
will it be paid to the handful players who actually show up? In my own mir 
[ doubt that this shabby event will even be held but it’s collapse will tarnisht 
reputation of chess in the Las Vegas area. 

Please continue to send your submissions for the CCJ to: Califor 
Chess Journal, PO Box 27, Visalia CA 93279-0027. The deadline for subm 
sions for the next issue of CCJ is April 20th. 
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WES TERN STATES OPEN 


Jee Weikel 


433 players converged on Reno 
(future site of the upcoming 100th 
US Open on Aug. 10th -19th, 1999!) 
to vie for the Western States Open’s 
largest ever prize fund of $42,084!! 
This tournament marked the third 
year in a row the Western States 
prize fund has increased! GM 
Alexander Goldin (winner of the New 
York Open) won his first 5 games 
and coasted to the championship all 
alone! A key game for Alex was in 
round 4 with the Black pieces 
against GM Walter Browne. Walter 
seemed to have the edge for most of 
the game but it got turned around 
towards the end. Alex proved to be 
a very “tough cookie” to beat! An- 
other key game was GM Dmitry 
Gurevich vs Slava Mikhailuk in 
round 5 with Dmitry pressing too 
hard for the win and losing. GM 
Goldin’s domination of the Open 
Section was demonstrated by his 
scoring 4.5 out of 5 against the 2nd, 
3rd, 4th and 6th place finishers! 
Well done, Alex! 

The festivities began on 
Wednesday night with GM Edmar 
Mednis and IM John Donaldson 
each playing a 6-board clock simul 
(40/2, Game/1 Hr.). What a great 
way to “tune-up” for the main tour- 
nament by playing a serious game 
against a titled player followed by 
his analysis of your game! All this 
for only $40! A win or draw nets a 
Western States T-shirt (S20 value!) 
which was won by Michael Van 
Remoortere (Gilroy CA) with a win 
against GM Mednis and by Robert 
Woodworth (Omaha NE) with a draw 
against IM Donaldson. Good going 
guys! If you can get to Reno a couple 
of days early this is a great oppor- 
tunity for serious players to improve 
their game! Also on Wednesday 
evening a Quick Tourney was held 
which was won by Reno’s George 
Fischer (1856) 

On Thursday the side events con- 
tinued with the analysis of the pre- 
vious evening’s clock simul by GM 


Mednis and IM Donaldson. This 
was followed by the popular free lec- 
ture by “Hall of Fame” inductee GM 
Larry Evans at which I counted over 
100 spectators!. The side events 
continued in the evening with a 21- 
board simul given “such the gentle- 
man” GM Ludomir Kavalek who 
conceded only one draw to Milo 
Nelson (Davis Ca). The WBCA Blitz 
tournament was won by GM Walter 
Browne (Section 1) while Karen 
Birkedahl (1299 rating! — what's 
this? A sandbagger in Blitz!) won 
section 2. 

Hang on, we're almost finished 
with the side events! Saturday 
brought GM Larry Evans’ Game/ 
Position Analysis Clinic which is my 
personal favorite. This is a chance 
for an amateur to ask questions 
“one-on-one” with a GM! The final 
side event was an action tourney 
held on Sunday which was won by 
Alex De Asis(2184). (One unfortu- 
nate note: The October TLA listed 
the incorrect date for the Quick 
Tourney as being held on Monday! 
One player drove all the way from 
San Jose to play. I would very much 
like to find out his name to try to 
make amends. If anyone knows this 
person please have him contact 
me!). We usually have one more side 
event (believe or not!) but because 
we had a clear winner in the Open 
Section (GM Goldin), we didn't 
need the usual Game/ 15 play-off on 
Sunday for the Trophy which has 
always been extremely entertaining 
for the normally large gallery of 
usually over 100! 

Congratulations to all the class 
champions:- Expert Agnis Kaugars 
S1,514; “A” Preston Polasek $1,363; 
“B” Lawrence Martinez $1,211!);“C" 
Vincent Bazemore $1,060; “D” Kofi 
Odell Tatum $908; and “E” Vue 
Yang $379. (Oh, one more note in 
the E section, next year I'll have to 
keep an eye on a potential sandbag- 
ger that has a rating of 855 and who 
scored 3 1/2 points and $25 (tie for 


Photo by Eric Schiller 










Expert Agnis Kaugars enjoyed a 
$1500 pay check by winning his 
section. 


15th place) — my daughter Kim 
Weikel!! Nice going Kim!). On a sad 
note in the “B” section, Reno’s Tim 
Coffey’s car broke down on the way 
to the 6th round. Tim ran all the 
way, arrived at the tournament hall 
exhausted, but, alas, had already 
time forfeited by 10 minutes on 
board 1. The Top Senior was David 
Gurevich (Scottsdale AZ) and the 
top Unrateds were Chris Long (Reno 
NV) and Dan Cerda (Carson City 
NV). The Club Championship was 
won by The Mechanics Institute 
(San Francisco) $757; 2nd-Seattle 
S379; 3rd-Sacramento $227; 4th- 
Reno $151. 

My wife Fran and I would like to 
once again give a capital Thank You 
to our absolutely wonderful staff of: 
Victor Flashman (Council Bluff, 
Iowa); Peter Yu (Sherman Oaks, CA); 
Alan Kantor (New Windsor, NY); 
Mike Nagaran (San Diego, CA); 
David Sheryka (Reno) and my 
daughters Dana and Kim. Also a 
“Thank You goes out to the always 
superb National Chess and Games 
Book/Equipment Concessions. As 
usual, it’s the staff efforts that 
largely go unnoticed that makes this 
tournament what it is now (we 
think) one of the best in the coun- 
try! Oh yes, and (as Columbo would 
say!) one more thing! Barbara 
Woodword and her Sand’s Regency 
Staff — Well, what can we say about 
them we haven’t already during 
these past 9 years?— They are sim- 
ply the Greatest! And thanks to all 
of you players that take the time to 
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WESTERN STATES OPEN 


Results 


Class 
OPEN 


EXPERT 


SENIOR 


UNRATED 


My 


Chris Pascal’s 
second place 
tie in ‘C’ class 
was good fora 
$681 payday. 


Player 

GM ALEXANDER GOLDIN 2719 Moskow. NY 
SLAVA MIKHAILUK 2451 Bothell, WA 

GM SERGEY KUDRIN 2613 Stamford. MA 
GM WALTER BROWNE 2600 Berkeley, CA 
GM LUBOMIR KAVALEK 2555 Reston. VA 
OMAR CARTAGENA 2500 San Francisco. CA 
GUILLERMO REY 2411 S. San Francisco. CA 


AGNIS KAUGARS 2116 Alameda. CA 
JAMES MC CORMICK 2186 Seattle. WA 
LARRY SNYDER 2106 Berkeley, CA 
DAVID RUPEL 2090 Olympia, WA 

GERRY NEUFAHRT 2075 Harrison Hot, CN 


PRESTON POLASEK 1990 Medford, OR 
MARK MCCUE 1837 San Antonio, TX 
DAN WERMERS 1989 Reno, NV 

ED COHEN 1988 Encino, CA 
AULAVANCE TILLMAN 1975 L.A... CA 
JOE DRAKE 1956 Irving, TX 

PETER CONNOR 1900 Wilmette, IL 
DAVID GUREVICH 1866 Scottsdale, AZ 


LAWRENCE MARTINEZ 1778 Sacramento, CA 
KEVIN STORMS 1799 Turlock, CA 
JOEY GARCIA 1631 Walnut Creek. CA 


VINCENT BAZEMORE 1565 Provo. UT 
CHRISTOPHER PASCAL 1577 Fresno. CA 
MICHAEL PEARSON 1281 San Mateo. CA 


KOFI ODELL TATUM 1399 Oakland, CA 
STEPHEN HOUSE 1371 Grass Valley, CA 
DANIEL SCHWARZ 1335 Sacramento, CA 
DAN CERDA Carson City, CA 


VUE YANG 922 CA 

ORIN HARRIS 1097 Santa Rosa, CA 
CHRIS LONG Reno, NV 

DAVID GUREVICH Scottsdale, AZ 


CHRIS LONG Reno, NV 
DAN CERDA Carson City, NV 
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Total Prize 
5.5 $3,000 
5 $2,000 
4.5 $942 
4.5 S942 
4.5 $942 
4.5 S942 
4.5 S942 

5 $1,514 
4.5 S643 
4.5 S643 
4.5 S643 
4.5 S643 
5.5 $1,363 
5 S757 
4.5 $302 
4.5 S302 
4.5 S302 
4.5 $302 
4.5 $302 
4.5 S302 

6 S134 
5 S68 1 

5 S681 
5.5 $1,060 
5 S681 

5 S681 
5.5 S908 

5 S681 

5 S681 

5 S681 
5.5 S379 

5 $303 

5 $303 
4.5 $379 

5 USCF Membership 
5 USCF Membership 
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Richard Koepcke 


revive the Class Struggle in Berkeley. 
Photo by Eric Schiller. 


Over the past 20 plus years, 
there has been a tradition of tour- 
naments run by the UC Berkeley 
Student organization (SUPERB). 
When Don Shennum decided to re- 
turn to his home state of Nebraska, 
there were no chess playing stu- 
dents to which to pass the torch. 
Hence the Class Struggle, normally 
held in June, was canceled. 
CalChess decided to take an active 
role in one tournament in order to 
try to keep the tradition going. Be- 
fore he left, Don put us in contact 
with Jimmy Tsai who is the student 
who has chief responsibility for or- 
ganizing SUPERB events. With 
Jimmy’s help, the Pauli Ballroom 
was set aside in October with the 
idea of rebuilding the chess side of 
student organization around the 
tournament. We eventually hired 
Mike Goodall to run the event with 
assistance from the author of this 
article. On the student side, Quincy 
Yang was hired to help out with the 
organization for this and future 
tournaments. Mike did his usual 
high quality job in running the event 
and SUPERB did an excellent job of 
supplying support for the tourna- 
ment. The tournament was a four 
round Swiss. This same team will 
be doing the 26th annual People’s 
tournament except that Alan 
Glasscoe will be assisting instead of 
yours truly. It is my hope that this 
group will be able to run many suc- 
cessful tournaments together in the 
future. 

The tournament drew 110 play- 
ers of which 10 are UC Berkeley stu- 
dents. Of particular note is that a 
B-Player, Elliot Temple, actually 
won the ‘A’ Section. A full list of prize 
winners are given here. 


Master 

Irst Craig Mar 3.9 

2nd Omar Cartagena 3.0 

3-5 Walter Shipman 2.9 
Vinay Bhat 2.5 
Eric Shiller 2.0 

Expert 

Irst Fredrick Kleist 3:5 

2nd-3rd Jose Sanz 3.0 
Martin Marshall 3.0 

A 

irst Elliot Temple 3.5 

2nd-3rd Walter Wood 3.0 
Jose Zulueta 3.0 

B 

Irst Maximo Fajardo 4.0 

2nd Joseph Ruggiero 3.0 

3-5 Edward Lewis 3.0 
Michael Haun 3.0 
Mansur Saca 3.0 

cS 

Irst-2nd Eric De La Iglesi 3.0 
Martha Lopez SO 

3rd-4th Kenneth Duffy 3.0 
Samuel Pence 3.0 

D/E 

Irst Monty Peckham 3.0 

2nd-4th Kofi Tatum 3.0 


Kris MacLennan 3.0 
Alex Setzepfandt 3.0 
Irst Unr Stefan Nobbenhuis 3.5 
2nd Unr Artem Fomin 2.0 


There is a temptation to ignore re- 
ally old games when studying an 
opening. After all, period games are 
hardly the critical lines of today. 
However, one does so at ones own 
peril. Witness the following game as 
an example. 


Craig Mar gave up one draw on 
his way to first place in the Mas- 
ters section 


Craig Mar [2455] 
Emmanual Perez [2388] 
Semi-Tarrasch - D41 


1 d4 Nf6 2 Nf3 d5 3 c4 e6 4 
Nc3 c5 5 cd Nxd5 6 e4 Nxc3 7 be 
Qa5 ? 

The theoretical move here is 7... 
cd followed by 8... Bb4+. The queen 
sally doesn’t make a good impres- 
sion since black will soon be forced 
to either spend a tempo to get it out 
of the way, or accept a transposi- 
tion to a line that is known to be 
really good for white. 

8 Bd2 cd 9 cd Bb4 

The shortcomings of blacks 
setup was brilliantly demonstrated 
by Rubinstein-Schlechter, San 
Sebastian 1912. That game contin- 
ued 10 Rb1! Bxd2+ [ not 10 .. Nc6? 
11 Rxb4! Nxb4 12 Qbl1 Qxa2 13 
Qxa2 Nxa2 14 Bc4 winning the 
knight ] 11 Q@xd2 Qxd2+ 12 Kxd2 0- 
O 13 Bb5 a6 14 Bd3 Rd8 15 Rhcl 
b5 16 Rc7 with an enormous ad- 
vantage in space and development. 
Not being familiar with this game, 
Craig followed up with a second best 
move. 

10 a3 Bxd2+ 11 Qxd2 Qxd2+? 


oo 
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Perez probably underestimated 
how bad the ensuing ending really 
is. Otherwise he would surely have 
opted for 11 .. Nc6 instead. Possible 
lines are 12 Qxa5 Nxa5d 13 Bb5+ 
Bd7 14 Rb1 Ke7, or 13 Rel Bd7 14 
Bd3 Ke7 neither of which leaves 
white much to play for. The critical 
line is 12 d5! Qxd2+ 13 Kxd2 Nad 
14 Rb1 Ke7 where black can prob- 
ably survive. 

12 Kxd2 Ke7 13 Rcl Nd7 

The move 13... Rd8 14 Rc7+ 
transposes back to the game. Black 
would really like to play 13 .. Nc6. 
Unfortunately this would be bad in 
view of 14 Bb5 Bd7 15 d5! Nd8 16 
Bxd7+ Kxd7 17 Ne5+ where blacks 
remaining pieces remain in the box 
for a very long time. 

14 Bd3 Rd8 15 Rc7 f6 

Necessary to keep the opposing 
knight out of e5. 

16 g4! 

White recognizes that making 
further progress on the queenside 
will be difficult. Therefore he pre- 
pares to open up a second front on 
the kingside where black currently 
has no defenders. If black does 
nothing, white will continue with g4- 
g5, Rgl and fg with a decisive at- 
tack. 

16... Kd6 17 Rhel g6 





This creates a fatal weakness in 
blacks pawn structure. Still it is 
hard to find a constructive move 
that doesn’t lose material. 

18 g5 f5 19 e5+ Ke7 20 d5! 1- 
O 

There is no defense to the dual 
threats of 21 de and Nd4. 

Whereas the last game involved 
a really old line of the QGD, the next 
game displays a variation that has 
came to light in the present decade. 
The game involves two of Northern 
California’s up and coming young 
players. 





David Pruess is always tough. 


David Pruess [2219] 
Andy Lee [2150] 
French Defense - C18 


1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 Nc3 Bb4 4 
e5 c5 5 a3 Bxc3+ 6 bec Ne7 7 h4 

Whites idea is to grab space on 
the kingside before committing his 
pieces. Given the chance he will 
continue with h5-h6 winning all of 
the dark squares. The plan is es- 
sentially a positional one, since 
white usually follows up with Nf3 
and Bd2, rather than an all out 
kingside attack via Qg4, Rh3-g3. Of 
course, all of this costs time and 
black can exploit this to reach a 
balanced position. 

f ses QEZ 

The main alternative is Qa5. 

8 h5 cd!? 

Black is probably better off 
keeping the tension in the center a 
little longer (8 .. h6). 

9 cd h6 10 Bd3 !? 

Now that black no longer has 
c4 as an option, the bishop looks a 
little more secure here than normal. 
My preference is for 10 Nf3 delay- 
ing decisions on where to put the 
king bishop until after black has 
chosen from 10 .. b6, Bd7 or Nbc6. 

10 ... Nbc6 

White gets far too much of an 
initiative out of 10... Qc3+? 11 Bd2 
Qxd4 12 Nf3 Qa4 13 Qbl. How- 
ever, is worth considering, since 
white doesn’t have a good alterna- 
tives to the quieter lines that arise 
from 11 Nf3, or 11 a4 Nbc6 12 Nf3. 
After the text, 11 c3 followed by 12 
Qg4 is possible. Instead, white mis- 
takenly tries for an immediate 
knockout blow. 

11 Qg4? 
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11...Nxe5! 12 de Qc3+ 

Even better, though a little har 
to handle in practical play is 12, 
Qxe5+ 12 Ne2 Qxal 14c3 0-0 150. 
QO. White’s attack looks more men. 
acing than it really is. For example 
15... e5 16 Qg3 e4 17 Bxh6? Qxfl 
18 Kxf1 Nf5 followed by exd3 is cur. 
tains for white. 

13 Kdl1 Qxal 14 Qxg7 Rg8 15 
Qxh6 Qxe5 16 Nf3 Qc3 

If black tries to trade queens 
with 16... Qg7?? he loses after 17 
Qxg7 Rxg7 18 h6 Rg8 19 h7 Rhé 
20 Bh6. 

17 Rh4 Rxg2 

On the other hand, this looks 
too materialistic. 17 ... Bd7 prepar- 
ing 0-0-0 to get out of Dodge looks 
to be a better alternative. 

18 Qe3 Bd7 19 h6 d4? 

This aggressive move actually 
hurts blacks cause because it cuts 
the queen off from defense of the 
kingside. Consolidating moves such 
as 19 .. Nc6 and 20 .. Qf6 would 
have more likely kept white’s initia- 
tive in check. 

20 Qe2 0-0-0 21 Qfl Ba4 22 
Nel 

Not, 22 Qxg2 Qxd3+ 23 Kel 
Qxc2 when white has no good de- 
fense to Qd1 mate. 

22 .. Rgg8 23 h7 Rh8 24 Bg5 
Qal+ 25 Ke2 

Since white no-longer controls 
the al-h8 diagonal, he will have a 
difficult time controlling the h- 
pawn. Since 25 .. Rde8 26 Bf6 nets 
an exchange, black decides to give 
it up directly. 

Qc5 offered the best chance for 
an eventual escape. The text hopes 
for 27... Rxh7?? 28 Nf4+. 

28 Qg5+ 1-0 

In a short tournament of four 
rounds or less, it is quite possible 
for a weaker player to win a section. 
Such was the case in the ‘A’ section 
when Elliot Temple rated 1786 was 
able to claim clear first when his 
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fourth round opponent Jose 
7Zulueta (1919) over pressed in a 
drawn ending. Along the way, 
Temple defeated opponents rated 
1792 and 1620 after drawing with 
a strong ‘A’ player in the first 
round. Like the 49ers against 
Green Bay, he got some help from 
the opposition along the way, as 
the following game demonstrates. 


Elliot Temple [1786] 
Jay Blodgett [1771] 
Queen Pawn - DO2 


1 d4 d5 2 Nf3 Nf6 3 Bf4 Bf5 4 
c4 e6 5 Qb3 Qc8 6 Nc3 c6 7 Rel 
dc 8 Qxc4 Be7 9 Nb5?! 

White embarks on a forcing 
sequence to win the two bishops, 
but falls dangerously behind in 
development in the process. 
Simple development via h3, e3, 
Be2 and O-O offered better 
chances. 

9... 0-0 10 Nd6 

Black has easy equality after 10 
Nc7? Nd5 11 Nxd5 ed. 

10... Qd7 11 Nxf5 ef 12 e3 Nd5 
13 Bg3 Bb4+ 14 Nd2 f4! 

An excellent tactic that forces 
open the center while white’s king 
is still there. 

15 Bxf4 Bxd2+ 16 Kxd2 Nxf4 
17 ef Rd8 18 Rel Na6 19 Kel 

Now black can achieve an ad- 
vantage via the maneuver Nc7-e6. 
Instead he impatiently grabs a 
pawn. 

19 .. Qxd4?? 





20 Re8+ 1-0 

I would like to conclude this 
report with a sharp, though one 
Sided affair, from the expert sec- 
tion. 
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Martha Lopez tied for first in the 
C section. 


Gabe Kahane [2142] 
Robert Whitaker [2000] 
Sicilian Dragon - B76 


1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 d6 3 d4 cd 4 
Nxd4 Nf6 5 Nc3 g6 6 Be3 Bg7 7 
f3 0-0 8 Qd2 Nc6 9 0-0-0 Nxd4 
10 Bxd4 Be6 11 Kb1 a6 

The pawn expansion on the 
queenside is a little too slow. The 
main line starts with 11 .. Qc7, 
but not 11 .. @a5 when whites re- 
tort 12 Nd5 will soon cost black a 
center pawn. 

12 g4 

The direct 12 h4 is quite 
strong. The text is directed po- 
tential h5 defenses by black, but 
also costs an important tempo. 

12 .. Rc8 13 h4 h5?! 

This creates weaknesses with- 
out really slowing down whites at- 
tack. Black is better off continu- 
ing his queenside counter attack 
via b5 planning b4, a5, a4 and so 
forth. Problem is, white’s attack 
is still going to break through first 
in the end. 

14 Nd5 Bxd5 15 ed hg 

Opening lines in front of a king 
under fire is not usually a recom- 
mended strategy. Unfortunately, 
constructive alternatives are hard 
to find. For example, white is defi- 
nitely making progress after 15.. 
Qc7 16 g5 Nd7 17 Bxg7 Kxg7 18 
f4. 


16 fg Nxg4? 

In tennis this would be called 
an unforced error. Black defi- 
nitely needs to find ways of get- 
ting his heavy pieces into the fight 
on the kingside. Maybe 16 .. Nd7!? 
with the idea, 17 Bxg7? Kxg7 18 
h5 Rh8 is worth a look. 

17 Bh3 f5 18 Bxg4 fg 19 
Bxg7 Kxg7 20 h5 

Blacks kingside has been 
cracked open like an egg. There 
is no longer a defense. 

20 .. Rf6 

21 .. Rh8 runs into 22 Qgo 
Rh6 23 Bd3 e5 24 Qxg4 g5 25 
Rdfl with unstoppable threats on 
the g and f files. 

21 hg Rxg6 22 Qd4+ e5 23 
de+ Qf6 24 Qxd6 Rc6 25 Qd7+ 
Kg8 26 Qe8+ 1-0 

It is striking how fast black’s 
game collaspsed when he failed 
to generate enough threats to 
keep white occupied. 





To The Editor, 


I just received the new is- 
sue just in time to see that I had 
sent my renewal to the wrong 
place, as you now have a new 
secretary. I have printed some 
application forms from the web- 
site and will recruit some more 
members for you. I can’t believe 
how many people I know that 
are not members!!! 

I was very happy to see the 
game Browne-Maloney, as Mr. 
Maloney is a good friend. This 
game was also in Inside Chess 
earlier in the year but with no 
annotations. 


Thank you for your time, 
Duncan Oxley 


Editor: Many thanks for your re- 
cruitment efforts and just a 
friendly reminder to everyone 
that membership renewals 
should now go to: 

CalChess 

2030 Mills Avenue 

Menlo Park CA 94025 
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Apeldoorn 


By 
Alan M. Kirshner 


Now doesn’t this title attract 
attention? Personally, I think the 
word looks great and I would love 
to know how you say it in Dutch. 
So far, I have only seen the word in 


print along with the word 
schaken. Well, schaken | 
learned is Dutch for chess and 
Apeldoorn is a city somewhere 
in the Netherlands—a 1200- 
year-old city of about 150,000 
people. A city of museums, the- 
atres, lots of cafes, a cultural 
center, a former palace, plenty 
of parks and gardens with 
plenty of rides for children, a 
laser game arena, a massive 
sports stadium and the only 
monkey park in the world 
where twenty kinds of apes live 
free in the woods. But, best of 
all they have a public school 
chess program that produces 
some of the best young chess 
players on the continent. 

How do I know all this? In 
early summer I received an e- 
mail from Hans Poschmann, 
one of the chess instructors at 
Weibel Elementary School in 
Fremont, California. The e-mail 
contained a request posted on 
a chess newsgroup from a Ruud 
Meuleman looking for an El- 
ementary School in the United 
States with young chess play- 
ers willing to compete in e-mail 
chess with his students at the 
Princess Margriet School in 
Holland. 

As the director of the Weibel 
chess program, I thought that hav- 
ing a few of our better players com- 
pete in e-mail chess would be a 
great learning experience. Besides, 
I knew that the correspondence the 
young players would carry on would 


Princess Margriet 
School team 


be a great educational experience. 
What I never imagined was how ex- 
cited I would get about learning 
about the educational system, both 
chess and academic, in the Neth- 


erlands. 

Weibel Elementary School is a 
kindergarten through sixth grade 
public school. We have 840 stu- 
dents with 130 of them participat- 
ing in our chess program. We pres- 
ently have five different instructors 


teaching chess. 
have a chess club, where childre 
play for fun. The club constitute 
the largest number of players, 8) 
On Friday, those individuals wh 
want to enter competition meet 


On Tuesday, y, 


a team after school. Of these 4 
players, three are in kindergartey 
The Weibel Chess Team has pm. 
duced state championship teams j; 
various divisions every year sing 
1990. Last year, of the four pos 
sible team titles at the K-6 level 
Weibel won three. We also sent; 
team of fourth graders to Southen 





California to compete in the Cali- 
fornia Grade Level Championships, 
where we walked away with a fourth 
State title for 1998. 

The Princess Margriet Schodl 
has also won numerous chess teat! 
titles. The Netherlands has a schoo! 
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league competition established. 
They compete at the city and then 
the state and if they win there, the 
teams and individuals are selected 
to compete at the national level. 
Thousands of young people start 
out at the school city chess compe- 
titions. I have seen photographs of 
packed scholastic tournaments that 
reminded me of our Nationals. 

After communicating with Ruud 
via e-mail to Holland, we selected a 
group of 12 players and tried to 
match them by age and gender. | 
must admit that I was amazed that 
the Princess Margriet School had as 
many girls as we did. Weibel has 
always prided itself on the large 
number of girls who play chess. 
Generally, about one third of our 
group is female. I learned from my 
communications with Ruud 
Meuleman that they have very suc- 
cessful girls’ program in the Neth- 
erlands. I look forward to picking 
his brain for any suggestions on 
how to maintain the interest of the 
girls in chess, as they become young 
women in High School. Our play- 
ers range in age from 8 to ll. 
Weibel’s are distributed between 3" 
and 6" grade, while those from 
Apeldoorn attend the 4" through 7" 
level of their rank system. Their 1* 
level is equivalent to our kindergar- 
ten. 

We have exchanged photo- 
graphs via e-mail attachments of 
the individual players and the 
teams. I have even had an oppor- 
tunity to view pictures of the teach- 
ers at Princess Margriet School. 
Ruud is an insurance representa- 
tive who volunteers his time at the 
Apeldoorn school. He has three 
daughters in the school. I ama 
professor at Ohlone College who 
volunteered my time when my two 
youngest boys were at Weibel. My 
own boys are long gone from Weibel, 
but the program continues and 
grows every year. I could not leave 
the excellent blue ribbon school, the 
great children and the extremely 
helpful parents, teachers and ad- 
ministrators. 

Both Ruud and myself have cre- 


Weibel 


School Team 
Front: 

Alex, Sharon, 
Eric, Andrew, 
Jessica, Grace 
Back: 
Christina, Tim, 
Vic, Justin, 
Christine, 
Saurabh 


ated colorful boards where the 
young players post their moves each 
week. The pictures of the players 
from both schools are next to their 
colors. Each student plays one 
game with white and one with 
black. The Weibel instructors have 
avoided, as best as possible, look- 
ing at the games. We will not help 
the students except to provide them 
with opening book resources and 
the knowledge of how to follow the 
trees. 

Ruud’s players provide him 
with their moves and their notes to 
the Weibel students. He sends 
them once a week—at least most of 
the time. All but one of our players 
has their own e-mail address, so 
they send out their own moves each 
week—at least most of the time. 
The one student who lacks his own 
e-mail comes to my house on 
Sunday’s to get his moves to 
Apeldoorn. The Princess Margriet 
School Chess Team meets on Mon- 
day afternoons. 

Like any correspondence chess, 
the games progress slowly. Perhaps 





not quite as slow as portrayed in 
the song, “Chess-By-Mail,” on the 
Deeper Blues album. (If you have 
not yet heard this 1998 CD by “King 
Bishop and the Squares,” I recom- 
mend you search it out at 1-800- 
539-3277). I do not think our play- 
ers will leave the games in their wills 
for their grandchildren. Although 
they may be continuing them by the 
time they graduate from High 
School. 

Meanwhile, the children of 
Apeldoorn and the children of Fre- 
mont are learning a little about 
chess, a few words in another lan- 
guage and a lot about another cul- 
ture. As for yours truly, I would 
love someday to visit Apeldoorn, see 
a city the size of Fremont that has 
a cultural center that is more then 
a Cinema 8, with parks galore 
rather then one Central Park, and 
a massive sport’s stadium that is 
more then a school football field. 
But, most of all, I want to see a na- 
tional scholastic schaken program 
and hear the name Apeldoorn pro- 
nounced. 


ee ee ee ee eee eee eee eee 


Read All About It 


Visit our sites on the World Wide Web 
http: //calchess.webjump.com 
http: //calchess.webjump.com/scholastics.html 
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COW THE THIRTY-FOURTH ANNUAL 
= 1999 LERA PENINSULA CLASS CHAMPIONSHIPS 


DATE Saturday and Sunday, April 10th & 11th 


PLACE The new LERA Auditorium B163, corner of “J” Street and 1st Ave. From Sunnyvale, go down Mathilda 
Ave. to Java St. (old Auditorium B160) turn left on 3rd Ave. and proceed down 3rd. Ave. until you get ty 
“J” St. Turn right on “J” St. and proceed to 1st. Ave. Building B163 is on the far right corner of “J” St. 
and Ist. Ave. 


DIRECTOR _ Jim Hurt, assisted by Ted Yudacufski (National Tournament Director) of Monterey. 


TYRE Four round Swiss with eight separate divisions, each division with its own prizes. In pairing an odd numbered 
group, we promote a high player from the next highest group to yield an even number in the odd numbered group. 


PRIZES Division: Open Expert A B S D E F Unrated’ 


First Prize: $500 $400 $350 $300 $200 $100 $100 $100 $100 
; Second Prize: $300 $240 $210 $180 $120 
Third Prize: $200 $160 $140 $120 $ 80 


The prize fund is based on 160 paid entries. If the paid entries exceed 160 players, then the prize fund will be increased and if the paid 


entries are less than 160 the prize fund will be decreased. A player can play up only one class; exception: an unrated player can play 
up only into the Open division. A total of eight brilliancy prizes may be awarded, one for each division. Junior prizes may be awarded 





SCHEDULE ITEM STARTING TIME TIME CONTROL 
Registration 8 to 9:30 am Saturday 30 moves in 90 minutes, 
Round One 10:30 am Saturday 30 moves in 60 minutes, 
Round Two 4:00 pm Saturday 10 moves in 10 minutes 
Round Three 9:30 am Sunday thereafter 
Round Four 3:00 pm Sunday 


MATHILDA AVE. 


ENTRY FEES Mail: The entry fee for the Open or Expert division is $40, for the A 
or B division is $35, and for the C, D, E or Unrated division is $30, if 
mailed by April 5th ‘If paid Saturday morning, all entry fees will be 
$5 more. The entry fee for K through 6th Graders who have ratings 
below 1100 points is $15, and they may play in a separate division. 






J STREET 





2 


CONDITIONS In order to start the first round on time, we are incorporating a new policy: 
You must be at the registration desk prior to 9:30 am in order to be paired SUNNYVALE 
in the first round. If you arrive after 9:30 am, you will either get a 1/2 point bye, or be paired against another late 
entry. 1/2 Point Byes are available. All players must be USCF members or become members at the tournament 
CCA ratings may be used at the discretion of the tournament director. 
For more information, call Jim Hurt (970) 285-7041 or after March 6th call Ken Stone (408) 629-5530. 


SNACK BAR Food and refreshments available at the LERA snack bar. 


NEXT EVENT _ The next LERA chess tournament will be held Memorial Day weekend, 1999 


A A SS SS A SS SS SF KF KF << ——<—<= GL <<=<=<=—= <== <== <== “== == <<! 


4/99 ENTRY FORM 
Name Phone USCF Rating 
Address City Zip 


Name & Date of the last tournament you played in: Your Age: 


USCF Identity Number EXD. Saltese USCF dues: $35.00 - adult , $15 - under 20 


Entry Fee*: The Open or Expert division is $40.00, the A or B division is $35.00, and the C, D, E, or Unrated Division is $30.00 (Circle your division) 
*If mailed by April 5th, otherwise entry fees are $5 more. Make check payable to LERA Chess Club. 


Mail to: Jim Hurt, LERA Chess Club, P.O. Box 60451, Sunnyvale, CA 94088 Amount of check 
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Chris Black likes his position. 


Poehlmann,R (2324) 
Snyder,L (2106) 
[A48] Round 2 
Open/Expert 


1.44 Nf6 2.Nf3 g6 3.c3 Bg7 
4.Bf4 0-0 5.Nbd2 d6 6.e4 Nbd7 
7.Bc4 Nh5 8.Bg5 h6 9.Bh4 Qe8 
10.0-0 e5 11.dxe5 Nxe5 12.Nxe5 
dxe5 13.Qb3 Nf4 14.Rfdl c6 
15.a4 g5 16.Bg3 Qe7 17.Nfl Be6 
18.Ne3 Rad8 19.Bxe6 fxe6 20.Nf5 
Of6 21.Bxf4 gxf4 22.Nxg7 Qxg7 
23.Qxe6+ Kh7 24.Qh3 Qc7 25.Qf3 
Qb6 26.b4 a5 27.Q¢4 axb4 








28.Rd7+ Rxd7 29.Qxd7+ Kg6 
30.Rd1 Qc5 31.Rd6+ 1-0 


McKone,P (1813) 
Wood,W (1905) 
[C40] Round 1 

Class A 


1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 f5 3.Nc3 fxe4 
4.Nxe5 Nf6 5.Bc4 d5 6.Nxd5 Nxd5 
7.Qh5+ g6 8.Nxg6 Nf6 9.Qe5+ Be7 
10.Nxh8 Nc6 11.Qg3 Qd4 12.d3 
Bb4+ 13.Bd2 Qxb2 14.Rdl1 Bg4 
15.f3 e3 16.0-0 exd2 17.Bf7+ Kd7 
18.fxg4 Rxh8 19.g5 Qd4+ 20.Kh1 
Nd5 21.Qh3+ Kd8 22.Bxd5 Qxd5 
23.86 Qe5 24.Rf7 


Brilliancy Prize Games 
from the 1998 


LERA Thanksgiving Class 


Photo by Allan Fifield 














24...Qel+ 25.Rfl Re8 26.Qf3 
hxg6 27.h3 Bd6 28.Qf6+ Kc8 
29.Qf7 Qe5 30.g3 Rh8 31.Rxd2 
Rxh3+ 32.Kg1 Rxg3+ 33.Kf2 Qe3# 
0-1 


McCalley,R (1930) 
Krasnov,S (1871) 
[E41] Round 2 
Class A 


1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 
4.e3 c5 5.Bd3 Nc6 6.Nge2 b6 7.0- 
O Bb7 8.Nb5 d6 9.a3 a6 10.axb4 
axb5 11.Rxa8 Qxa8 12.d5 exd5 
13.cxd5 Nxb4 14.Bxb5+ Kf8 
15.Nc3 Nbxd5 16.e4 Nxc3 
17.Qxd6+ Kg8 18.bxc3 Nxe4 
19.Qxb6 Nxc3 20.Rel Ne4 21.f3 
h5 22.fxe4 Bxe4 23.Qxc5 h4 
24.Qe5 f5 25.Bb2 Qf8 26.Bc4+ 
Kh7 27.Rxe4 fxe4 28.Qh5# 1-0 


Cisneros,A (1737) 
Black,C (1902) 
[C21] Round 2 

Class A 


1.e4 e5 2.d4 exd4 3.c3 d5 
4.exd5 Qxd5 5.cxd4 Nc6 6.Nf3 
Bg4 7.Be2 0-0-0 8.Nc3 Bb4 9.Be3 
Bxf3 10.Bxf3 Qc4 11.Bxc6 Bxc3+ 
12.bxc3 Qxc3+ 13.Bd2 Qxc6 14.0- 
O Nf6 15.Be3 Nd5 16.Rcl Qd7 
17.Qb3 Rhe8 18.Rb1 c6 19.Rfcl 
Re6 20.Qa3 b6 21.Bg5 Rde8 
22.Bh4 Kb7 23.Bg3 Qe7 24.Qa5 


Renee 
Z Y 
eater 








24...Nb4!! 25.Qe5 Rxe5d 
26.dxe5 c5 27.a3 Nc6 28.Rd1 Nd4 
29.a4 Kc6 30.Rbcl Ne2+ 0-1 


Foster,U (1687) 
Standen,J (1600) 
[B17] Round 2 
Class B 


1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 dxe4 
4.Nxe4 Nd7 5.Nf3 Ngf6 6.Ng3 e6 
7.c3 Bd6 8.Bd3 0-0 9.Qc2 Re8 
10.0-0 Qc7 11.Be3 b6 12.Rael 
Bb7 13.Ng5 h6 14.Bh7+ Kf8 
15.Nxf7 Kxf7 16.Bg6+ Kg8& 
17.Bxe8 Rxe8 18.f4 c5 19.dxc5S 
Nxc5 20.Bd4 Bxf4 21.Bxf6 Bxg3 
22.hxg3 Qxg3 23.Be5 Qg5 24.Bf4 
Qg4 25.Be5 Nd3 26.Re3 Nc5S 
27.Rg3 1-0 


Coen,C (1669) 
Cardoza,R (1763) 
[E14] Round 2 
Class B) 


1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 c5 3.e3 e6 4.Nf3 
b6 5.Bd3 Bb7 6.Nc3 d6 7.0-0 g6 
8.Rel Bg7 9.Rb1 0-0 10.a3 a5 
11.b4 axb4 12.axb4 Qc7 13.e4 
cxd4 14.Nb5 Qe7 15.Nbxd4 Nc6 
16.Be3 Rfc8 17.Nxc6 Bxc6 
18.Bxb6 Qb7 19.Bd4 Nxe4 20.b5 
Bxd4 21.Nxd4 Nc3 22.bxc6 Qe7 
23.Rb7 Qf6 24.Qf3 Qxf3 25.gxf3 
e5 26.Nb5 Na4 27.Be4 Nc5 28.Bd5 
Rf8 29.Ra7 1-0 


ne 
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The 32nd Annual I 
1998 LERA Thanksgiving Class Championships 


November 14™ & 151998 by 





120 players 


Directors: Jim Hurt & Ted Yudacufski 





Computer Program: “PairingPro” by Robert Massey a 
or 
Class Place es 
ar 
OPEN j Bos OMAR CARTAGENA 2500 San Francisco, Ca. S375 3.5 - 0.5 £ 
2-4 MLADEN VUCIC 2449 Fremont. Ca $125 3.0 - 16 fi 
2-4 RONALD CUSI 2403 South San Francisco, Ca. $125 3.0 - 1.0 5 
2=4 KENAN ZILDZIC 2305 Carmichael. Ca. $125 3.0-14 af 
EXPERT es ANTHONY ROZENVASSER 2150 Cupertino, Ca. S310 3:0 = 14 a 
2nd AGNIS KAUGARS 2116 Alameda. Ca. S180 25-4 i 
3-6 DANA MACKENZIE 2175 Santa Cruz. Ca. S30 2.0 - 2.0 r¢ 
3-6 JOSE SANZ 2122 San Francisco, Ca. S30 2.0 - 2.0 a 
3-6 MARK BROWN 2068 Oakland. Ca. S30 2.0 - 2.0 fo 
3-6 RICHARD NEWEY 1809 Walnut Creek, Ca. $30 2.0 - 2.0 a 
A 1-2 VICTOR BATANGAN 1921 Milpitas, Ca. $213 3.5 =0% a 
Read MIKE MALONEY 1900 Salinas. Ca. $213 3.5-0.5 
3-4 LLOYD STEPHENSON 1851 San Francisco, Ca. S40 3.0 - 1.0 
3-4 ERIC FINGAL 1823 Santa Cruz. Ca. S40 3.0 - 1.0 a 
B 15 RALPH PALMERI 1756 Nevada City, Ca. $225 4.0 - 0.0 =| 
Qna CALIXTO MAGAOAY 1687 Vallejo, Ca. $135 3.5 -05 a 
3-4 RUDY CARDOZA 1763 San Francisco. Ca. S45 3.0 - 1.0 il 
3-4 MADIMO FAJARDO 1750 Vallejo, Ca. S45 3.0 - 14 at 
G 1 ILAN BENJAMIN 1550 Santa Cruz. Ca. S150 4.0 - 0.0 a 
aa WILLIAM SCOTT 1357 Cupertino, Ca. S90 3.5-0.5 gil 
3-6 CARL ODEGAARD 1496 San Jose. Ca. $15 3.0 - 1.0 — 
3-6 SAMUEL PENCE 1465 Oakland. Ca. S15 3.0 - 1.0 « 
3-6 LAURENCE KUEFFER 1435 Belmont. Ca. S15 3.0 - 1.0 a 
3-6 JOCELYN LEE 1357 Fremont. Ca. S15 80-10 a 
D = JENNIFER FRITZ 1365 Santa Clara. Ca. S75 DOS " 
E | DAVID BEROSH 1145 Santa Rosa. Ca. S38 3.0 --30 a 
2 DRAKE WANG 1032 San Francisco, Ca. $38 3.0 + 1a a 
F bad BEN MLYNASH 991 Mountain View. Ca. $38 3.0-1.0 |g 
-2 LUIS LOPEZ 867 Modesto, Ca. S38 3.0 - 1.0 
UNR a JOSE CHAU-LEE San Jose, Ca. S38 35-Hs 
1-2 S. DURAIRAJ Mountain View. Ca. S38 3.5.- OFF 
BRILLIANCY GAME WINNERS: 
OPEN /EXPERT 
Roger Pohlmann, 2324, Richmond, S25 
A Walter Wood, 1905, Berkeley, $25 
B Ursula Foster, 1687, Modesto. S25 
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Region XI 


Women’s; Championship 


by 
Richard Koepcke 


For the past decade, the North- 
ern and Southern California Chess 
organizations have worked to pro- 
mote women’s chess by holding an 
annual championship for Region X] 
( California, Arizona, Nevada and 
Hawaii). Every other year each or- 
ganization takes its turn running 
and funding the tournament. In 
1997 we failed to provide a venue 
for the tournament, so when our 
turn came up this year, CalChess 
was determined to run the event. 
Fortunately, Doug Shaker gra- 
ciously agreed to let us use the site 
for the Sojourner Truth Chess Tour- 
nament for Girls as a site for this 
years Region XI championship. 
CalChess provided a modest prize 







fund of $500 and one of 
our board members Hans 
Poschmann agreed to di- 
rect the tournament. Un- 
fortunately this years 
tournament drew only 
five players (a typical field 
is closer to 20). Perhaps 
the relative closeness to New Years 
day was the reason for the low turn- 
out. Hopefully the first tournament 
of the next millennium will draw a 
larger turnout. 

The winner of the tournament 
was the lone participant from 
Southern California, Colette 
McGruder. Ursula Foster took sec- 
ond place honors. The final results 
are given here. 


Photo by Allan Fifield. 
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In second place, Ursula Foster had 


the best result of any Northern 
California player at the Region XI 
Women’s Championship. 


Name Rating Score 
Colette McGruder 1890 eS, 
Ursula Foster 1681 oa 
Juia Kozhukh 1411 2D 
Carolyn Withgitt 1883 1.5 
Bonnie Yost 1016 Lo 
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by 
Richard Koepcke 


For the third consecutive year, 
the Cardinal Chess Club hosted a 
tournament open to the general 
public. The site, Tresidder Student 
Union, is one of the more pleasant 
locations for a chess tournament. 
There is enough space to spread the 
players out so that they are not sit- 
ting shoulder to shoulder during the 
games. Food is easily obtained be- 
tween rounds. The organizers even 
provide free donuts and coffee for 
the players. The event is a three 
round Swiss played on a single day. 
Two day events are not possible 
since Tresidder is not available on 
Sundays. The tournament was or- 
ganized and directed by Adrian 
Keatinge-Clay and Michael Aigner 
with an assist from the author. 

This years tournament drew 52 
players. Slightly less than last year, 
but a decent turnout given the 
events proximity to the November 
LERA tournament that was played 
one week earlier. The format of the 
tournament is a little different from 
other Bay Area events. At the start 
of the tournament, players are 
sorted by rating and grouped into 
10 player sections with the top 10 
players in the first section and so 
on. For the first time, all of the sec- 
tions produced a clear winner. This 
years winners are as follows. 


Section Ix 


Robert Sferra 3.0 
Chris von Krogh 2.0 
Anthony Rozenvasser 2.0 
Micah Fisher-Kirshner ZO 


Section 2x 


Alberto Cisneros 2.9 
Bruce Matzner Z.0 
John Acken AD 
James Zamboukos ZA) 
Nenad Trifunovic 2.0 





tantord 
ectionals 


Section 3x 


Charles Coen oo 
Miquel Ribas 2.0 
Roy Jackson 2.0 
Duane Anderson Zu) 


Section 4x 


Erik De la Iglesia 3.0 
Chris Waroff 2.0 
Section 5x 

Timothy Wa 3.0 
Alexander Setzepfandt 2.0 
Matthew Huang 2.0 
Derek Hwang 2.0 


Here are a couple of games from 
the event. The first game has a small 
story behind it. The leader of Sec- 
tion 2 had to withdraw due to a prior 
endangerment. That allowed the 
player in third Alerto Cisneros to 
jump from half a point back to clear 
first with the following win. 


Alberto Cisneros [1737] 
James Zamboukos [1882] 
Sicilian, Wing Gambit - B20 


1 e4 c5 2 b4 d5 !? 


This is not in the books, but 
looks playable. 

3 ed 

Probably the best try at exploit- 
ing blacks idea. The alternatives, 3 
be ed 4 f3 e5 and 3 e5 cb 4 d4 Bf5 
do not offer much chance for an 
advantage. 

3... Q@xd5 4 Nf3 cb 5 d4 b5?! 

This stops c4, but weakens the 
queenside unnecessarily. Normal 
developing moves such as 5... Bg4 
or e6 are better choices. 

6 Be3 Nf6 7 Ne5 e6 8 c4? 

Challenging black to prove that 
his 5" move wasn't a simple mis- 
take. As we shall see, this bold shot 


does not work. White should hay 
continued developing without try. 
ing to land a roundhouse punch, § 
Be2 Qb7 9 0-0 offered some con. 
pensation for the pawn. 

8 ... bxc3 e.p. 

Capturing with the other paw 
would have been the superig, 
choice. There was nothing to fea 
from 8 ... bxc4 9 Bxc4 Qxg2 10 Bbix 
Bd7 11 Nxd7 Nbxd7 12 Rfl Qb) 
Qa4 13 Rd8. Black escapes with his 
extra material. 

9 Nxc3 Bb4 10 Rcl 0-0 11 Be? 
Qxa2?! 

This also wins but is difficult tp 
execute in a practical game. 11 .. 
Ne4! is the right way to refute 
White's idea. Black is simply two 
pawns up after the forcing line, 1) 
Bf3 Nxc3 13 Rxc3 Bxc3+ 14 Kf] 
Qxa2 15 Bxa8 Nbd7. 

12 0-0 Bxc3 13 Rxc3 Nd5? 

Black should keep d5 available 
for the queen. 13 ... Bb7 is better 
since 14 Bxb5?? loses a piece to 
Qd5. 

14 Rb3 

Starting on a plan to trap the 
queen. 

14 ... a6 15 Bd3 Bb7 16 Bcl! 

It is not often one gets to 
threaten to trap the opposing queen 
on one side of board and threaten 
mate on the other. Black defends 
against the former. 

16 ... Qa5? 

The fatal mistake. Black can stil 
keep some of his material advan- 
tage with 16 ... Nf6 17 Ba3 Bdd 18 
Rce3 b4! 19 Bxb4 Qb2. White can- 
not coordinate is his pieces fast 
enough to trap the errant queen. 





17 Bxh7+ Kxh7 

17 ... Kh8 only prolongs the it- 
evitable as 18 Rh3 Nf6 19 Be4+ is 
decisive. 

18 Q@h5+ Kg8 19 Rh3 Resigns 
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Robert Sferra [2200] 
Anthony Rozenzasser [2150] 
Larsen’s Opening - AO1 


1 b3 

Sferra always plays Larsen’s 
Opening with white so its appear- 
ance should not have surprised 
black. There are two reasons one 
might consider playing this occa- 
sionally. The theory has not 
changed since the mid 70s so a lot 
of opening study is not required; 
and it is very likely the opposition 
will be playing in unfamiliar terri- 
tory. The downside is that black can 
pretty much obtain equality by play- 
ing natural moves. 

1...e5 2 Bb2 Nc6 3 e3 d5 

The sharpest way to handle the 
opening. The other common tries 
are 3...d6 and 3... Nf6. 

4 Bb5 Bd6 5 Nf3 

A lot of games in the early 1970s 
showed that 5 f4 Qh4+ 6 g3 Qe7 is 
inferior to the text. 

5 ... Qe7 6 c4 a6! 

An improvement on Zwaig - 
Poulsson Sandefjord 1975, which 
continued 6 ... Nf6? 7 cS Bxcd 8 
Nxe5 0-0 9 Nxc6 bec 10 Be2 Bd6 
where Keene claims a big advantage 
for white after 11 d4. 

7 cd ab 8 de be 

Black’s greater control of space 
in the center and potential activity 
down the a-file compensates for his 
shattered queenside pawns. 
Chances are equal although black 
will have to achieve something in 
the middle game. In the long run, 
white will have the better winning 
chances in almost any ending. 

9 Qc2 Bd7 10 d3 

Worth considering is 10 Nc3 
with followed by Ne2 and d4. 

LO. ID 1? 

A natural move to play in Sicil- 
ian like structures, but not neces- 
Sarily best. Nf6 followed by 0-0 and 
cd is a good alternative. 

11 Nbd2 Nf6 12 0-0 0-0 13 e4! 

Sooner or later white will have 
to play this to prevent black from 
playing e4 himself. If black gets this 
move in without losing the e-pawn, 
he will suddenly have five pieces 
engaged in a direct attack against 
the white king verses one defender, 
the king himself. White would not 


survive such an onslaught. 

13 ... £4? 

A premature pawn push. The 
f4 square might be an important 
outpost for a Knight or a Rook. 13 

. CD answering the immediate 
threat of 14 ef is a stronger re- 
sponse. 

14 d4 

The classical response to a wing 
attack is a counter attack in the 
center. 

4...ed 15 Bxd4 Ng4 16 Rfel 

White is trying to keep his ini- 
tiative going in the center. 16 e5 
cannot be played immediately ow- 
ing to 16 ... Nxe5 17 Rfel Nxf3+. 
My preference is for 16 a4 activat- 
ing the outside passed pawn. 

16 ... Bb4 17 Re2 Rad8 18 Bc3 

Objectively there is no need to 
rush to exchange Bishops. 18 a4 is 
still a good option. 

18 ... Bc5? 

Threatening 19 ... Bxf2+ 20 Rxf2 
Qc5. Unfortunately, white can side- 
step this combination, and obtain 
the advantage along the way. 

19 b4! Bb6 

Bxb4 loses a piece to Qb3+ 

20 Nb3 c5 21 be Bxc5 22 Nxc5 
Qxc5 23 Bd4 Qxc2 24 Rxc2 c6 

White has achieved his favor- 
able ending. His pawn majority is 
more dangerous than black’s since 
the latter is firmly blockaded. 

25 h3 Nh6? 

Perhaps planning Nf7-d6-c4 but 
there is a tactical flaw with the con- 
cept. Nf6 is the only way to avoid 
losing material. 

26 Ne5 Rfe8 

26 ... Be8 loses the exchange to 
27 Bcd Rf6 28 Be7. The text at least 
will allow black to pick up a pawn 
in the exchange. The only other al- 
ternative would have been to give 
up the c-pawn (Bc8) in the hopes 
that opposite colored bishops might 
yet save the day. 
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27 Bb6 Rxe5 28 Bxd8 Rxe4 29 
Rdl Be8 30 Kf1 Nf7 31 Bc7 Ned 
32 Bxe5 Rxe5 33 Re2 

After the exchange of Rooks, 
Blacks f-pawn will effectually fall. 
Meanwhile the queenside majority 
is still stymied. 

33 ... Rxe2 34 Kxe2 c5 35 Re8 
Kf7 36 Rc8 c4 37 a3 g5? 

There is no need to give up the 
h-pawn, h6 would have been pref- 
erable. 

38 Rc7+ Kf6 39 Rxh7 Bf7 40 
Kd2 Bd5 41 f3!? 

White could chose to create a 
passed pawn via 41 g3 and h4 in- 
stead. However the reduced mate- 
rial may make winning difficult, so 
he decides to close the kingside tem- 
porarily hoping to eventually win the 
f-pawn by bringing his King to e4 
followed by h4. 

41... Bf7 42 Kc3 Ke6 43 Rh6+ 
Ke5 44 Rb6 Be8 45 Rb8 Bc6 46 
Rg8 Kf5 47 Kd4 Kf6 48 Rc8 Bd7 
49 Rc7 Ke6 50 Rc5 Kf6 51 Red 

While observing the game, I 
thought White had missed an op- 
portunity to put an end to the game 
with 51 h4 gh 52 Ke4. However 
White has found another winning 
plan based on Zugzwang. 

51... Bc6 52 Rel Bd7 53 Kc5 

The point! Black will soon have 
to shed the b-pawn because he 
must give ground somewhere. 

53 ... Kg6 54 Re7 BfS 

54 ...c3 55 Rel [ not 55 Rxd7?? 
c2 |] c2 56 Rel Bf5 57 Kxb5 doesn’t 
change the result. 

55 Kxb5 c3 56 Rc7 c2 57 a4 
and white won a few moves later. 


FRESNO FALL QUAD 


by 
Bonnie Yost 












The Fresno Fall Quad went well 
as it was the first “quad” event I 
have ever directed and I was 
happy to get 16 players. 
Milenko Maric of Bakersfield 
went 3 of 3 and defeated Dr. 
Bakhoum of Visalia in the last 
round to take first. We had 6 
scholastic players but only 3 
from the Fresno Club attended. 
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Vinay Bhat made his 
first IM norm at the 
Wilkerson! 


) 


Max Wilkerson International 


Mechancis Institute, San Francisco 
November 18-30, 1998 


Catagory II (Average rating of 2290) with an IM norm of 8.0 points 


12 Score 

1 8.0 

= TO 
FiO 
Zo 
iQ 
a Re, 
> 
4.5 
4.0 
4.0 
oe 
3.0 


ped 
© 
| 
— 


2 8 
Bhat, Vinay S USA 2235 = 
Rey, Guillermo IM USA 2370 
Grefe, John IM USA 2405 
Vucic, MladenIM USA 2385 
Cartagena, Omar USA 2435 
Lobo, Richard USA 2285 
Cusi, Ronald PHI  *2355 
Baker, Jonathan USA 2135 
Blohm, David USA 2205 
10 Pinto, Mark USA 2165 
11 Schiller, Eric USA 2190 
12 Santic, Berislav BOS: “Z3iD 
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All photos by Eric Schiller 
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Bob Snyder won his 3rd straight 
Swiss tournament by again going 
undefeated in the 5 round Sept/Oct 
Open. James Bauman took 2nd 
place suffering his only defeat at the 
hands of Bob. Michael Taylor was 
3rd, Perry Phillips 4th and Fred 
Hope 5th. A total of ten players par- 
ticipated. 

Going into the last round, four 
players had an opportunity to win 
first place in the Arcata Chess Club 
Nov/Dec Open. Co-leaders Bill 
Herman and James Williams were 
both upset by Telos Deosil a fresh- 
man at Arcata High School and 
Perry Phillips a graduate student at 
Humboldt State University. This al- 
lowed Emilio Periz, a foreign ex- 
change student from France who’s 
attending Arcata High, to take first 
place honors with a score of 3.5 
points. Emilio entered in the 3rd 
round and had 3 victories a 1/2 
point bye and no defeats. This was 
his first USCF chess tournament. 
Herman, Williams and Fred Hope, 
a student at Bloomfield Elementary, 
all tied for second place with 3 
points each. Phillips and Deosil tied 
for 5th. 

In the yearly Club Champion- 
ship, conducted concurrently with 
the Nov/Dec Open, James Bauman 
went undefeated in a double-round 
robin and won first place. Bob 
Clayton took 2nd with 3 points. Bob 
Snyder, from Eureka, took 3rd and 
Michael Taylor, the defending cham- 
pion from Eureka, took 4th. 

On Dec 6th a five round junior 
tournament was held to determine 
the clubs junior champion. Telos 
Deosil defeated Fred Hope in the key 
4th round to go undefeated with 5 
points and win the championship. 
Fred was 2nd with 4 points. Terry 
Wolf and Alex Hockenson, of Arcata 
High,came in 3rd and 4th respec- 
tively. Joe Serverdia, from Jacoby 
Creek Jr. High took 5th place. 


Bob Clayton (1656) 
Michael Taylor (1585) 
Round 1 
Arcata 1998 
Club Championship 
Kings Indian Defense 


1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 d6 3.Nc3 g6 
4.e4 Nbd7 5.Nf3 Bg7 6.Be2 0-0 
7.0-0 Re8& 8.Rel b6 9.Bfl Bb7 
10.h3 e5 11.d5 a5 12.Be3 Qe7 
13.Qc2 c6 14.dxc6 Bxc6 15.Rad1 
NcS 16.Nd2 Rac8 17.f3 Qb7 
18.Ndbl Red8 19.Na3 Ne6 
20.Nab5 Ne8 21.Qf2 Rb8 22.Rd2 
N8c7 23.Na4 Bxb5 24.cxb5 Na8& 
25.Red1 Bf8 26.Bc4 Nec7 27.Nc3 
Qc8 28.Nd5 Qb7 29.Nc3 Qc8 
30.Bd5 Nxd5 31.Nxd5 Qc4 32.Nc3 
Rb7 33.a4 Rdb8 34.Rc2 Rc8 
35.Rdcl Qe6 36.Nd5 Rxc2 
37.Rxc2 f5 38.Bxb6 Nxb6 39.Nxb6 
fxe4 40.fxe4 Rf7 41.Qe3 Qa2 
42.Qc3 Qb1+ 43.Kh2 Qfl 44.Qd2 
h5 45.Rcl Qf6 46.Nd5 Qd8 47.b6 
Qh4 48.Qel Qd8 49.Rc7 Bh6 
50.Rxf7 Kxf7 51.Qxa5 Qh4 
52.Qa7+ Ke6 














53.Qe7+ Qxe7 54.Nxe7 Be3 
55.Nd5 Bd4 56.b4 Kd7 57.b5 Kc8 
58.a5 Kb8 59.Kg3 g5 60.Kf3 Kb7 
61.Ke2 Bc5S 62.Kd3 Bgl 63.Kc4 
Bf2 64.a6+ Ka8 65.Nc7+ 0-1 


James Bauman (1848) 
Stephen Lynn Jenkins (2015) 
Round 3 
Sept/Oct Open 
Trompovsky Attack 


1.d4 Nf6 2.Bg5 Ne4 3.Bf4 g6 4.f3 


"THE Far North 


Report by James Bauman and Bill Herman 


Nf6 5.e4 Bg7 6.Nc3 d6 7.Bc4 0, 
8.Nge2 Nbd7 9.Qd2 c5 10.Bhg 
Nb6 11.Bg7 Nc4 12.Qh6 Re 
13.Bf6 ef 14.0-0-0 Qb6 15.b3 Na} 
16.Nd5 Qd8 17.Nef4 Be6 

















18.Nh5! 0-1 


Bob Snyder (1768) 
James Bauman (1848) 
Round 4, 
Sept/Oct Open 
Poisoned Pawn Variation 


1l.e4 cS 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cd 
4.Nd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Bg5 e6 7,.f4 
Qb6 8.Qd2 Qb2 9.Rb1 Qa3 10.Be?2 
Nbd7 11.0-0 Qc5 12.Kh1 Be?7 
13.f5 Ne5? 14.fe fe 15.Be3 Qc7 
16.Nf3 Nc4 17.Bc4 Qc4 18.e5 de 
19.Ne5 Q@h4 20.Bg5 Qh5 21.Rf3 
0-0 22.Rh3 Qe8 23.Qd3 Qd8 
24.Qg3 Bd6 25.Rd1 Qc7 26.Bf4 
Be5 27.Be5 Qf7 28.Qd3 Qgé6 
29.Qd6 Ne4 30.Ne4 Qe4 31.Rg3 
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32.Qc7 Bd7 33.Qd7 Rf7 34.Q¢e6 
Qe2 35.Rgd3 Raf8 36.Rd8 0-1 
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This column is for our readers 
to share their best games with their 
peers. Players of all strengths are 
encouraged to submit their best 
games. Please provide as much 
detail as possible about the tour- 
nament, your opponent and your- 
self. A picture of yourself is not 
mandatory but would be appreci- 
ated. Please send all contributions 
to: California Chess Journal, PO 
Box 27, Visalia CA 93279-0027. 


Rey,G (2370) 
Schiller,E (2190) 
[A12] 
Wilkerson International 
San Francisco (10), 1998 
Annotated by NM Eric Schiller 


1.c4 c6 2.Nf3 d5 3.b3 Nf6 
4.Bb2 BfdS 5.g3 h6 6.Bg2 e6 7.0—0 
Nbd7 8.d3 Be7 9.Nbd2 0-0 10.a3 
a5 11.Qc2 Re8 12.Rfel Bf8 13.e4 
dxe4 14.Nxe4 Nxe4 15.dxe4 Bh7 
16.Rad1 Qc7 17.Nd4 Rad8 18.Qc3 
Nc5 19.Qe3 e5! 20.Ne2? White 
underestimated the power of the 
sacrifice of the e-pawn. [20.Nf5 was 
necessary, though Black would be 
happy with the position after 
20...Qb6 21.Rxd8 Rxd8 22.Bxed 
Qxb3 23.Qxb3 Nxb3 .; 20.Nc2 bd 
gives Black the initiative.] 
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After venietiele eam Hawaii, 1 NM Eric - Schiller anibashied state 


champion IM Guillermo Rey at the Max Wilkerson International 


20...Rxd1! 21.Rxd1 Rd8 
22.Rxd8 Qxd8 23.Bxe5 Qdl+ 
24.Bfl Nxb3 Black has recovered 
the pawn, and the remaining 
queenside pawns are weak. It took 
a while, but Black eventually won. 
25.Nc3 Qd2 26.a4 Qxe3 27.fxe3 
Nd2 28.Kf2 f6 29.Bc7 Bb4 30.Na2 
Nxe4+ 31.Ke2 Nc5 32.Ncl1 Nxa4 
33.Bh3 Nc5 34.Bd6 Bg6 35.Na2 
Nd3 36.Be6+ Kh7 37.Nxb4 axb4 
38.c5 Be4 39.Kd2 Kg6 40.Bc4 
Ne5 41.Be2 Kf5 42.Bf8 Nd7 
43.g4+ Kg6 44.Bd6 Ne5 45.h3 Bg2 
46.h4 Bd5 47.Bc7 Nd7 48.Bd6 Kf7 
49.Kd3 b3 50.Kc3 b6 51.cxb6 
Nxb6 52.Bd3 0-1 


David Murray (1542) 
Zachary Karnazes (1341) 
Burlingame Chess Club 
10/29/98 
Annotated by NM Gabe Sanchez 


1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 c5 
4.Nf3 Nc6 5.e3 Nf6 6.Bd3 Be7 7.0- 
O 0-0 8.Rel? 

Too passive here. Normal idea 
is Qe2 and Rdl 

8...a6 9.a3 dxc4 10.Bxc4 b5 

Black gains space and time. His 
Queens Bishop gets to a nice diago- 
nal. 

11.Bd3 Bb7 12.Bc2 Qc7 
13.dxc5? 

This exchange helps Black. Now 


California Chess Journal ¢ Winter 1999 


his Kings Bishop view is improved. 
13...Bxc5 14.Ne4 Nxe4 
15.Bxe4 f5! 

Anice, aggressive move gaining 
space and menacing White's 
Kingside. 

16.Bd3 Ne5 17.Nxe5 Qxe5 
18.f4 Qd5 19.Qe2 Rad8 

Black is beautiful here. Central- 
ized Queen, active Rooks, and 
sharpshooter Bishops. 

20.Bb1 Rf6! 21.Ba2 Qe4 
22.Kh1 Rg6 23.Rg1 
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23...Rxg2! 24.Qxg2 Qxg2+ 0- 
1 

Now 25.Rxg2 Rd1l MATE. A cute 
and well deserved finish! Very di- 
rect and energetic chess by Zachary 
Karnazes, age 11. 


Next Submission 


Deadline is 
April 20th 





















































Central Coast Chess 
News from Monterey 


By Duncan Oxley 


Two tournaments were held at 
the Monterey Chess Center recently. 
The first, on September 20, had a 
good turnout of 18 players includ- 
ing a master and three experts. Here 
are the results and three games: 


Monterey Open 9/20/98 
Open 


1-3 Robert Sferra Zane 

Dana Mackenzie 2.5-.5 

Abe Mina DMs as 
Reserve 

] Duncan Oxley 3-0 

2-3 Peter Klien 2-1 

Vue Yang 2-1 


C.Cohen (1780) 
Scott Christanson (2030) 
Round 1 


1.Nf3 c5 2.e3 Nf6 3.d4 cd 4.ed 
d5 5.Be2 Bf5 6.c4 Nc6 7.0-0 e6 8.a3 
dc 9.Nc3 Bd6 10.Bc4 0-0 11.Bg5 
Be7 12.Qd2 Rc8 13.Ba2 Bg4 14.d5 
Bf3 15.gf Nd5 16.Be7 Nde7 17.Qg5 
Nf5 18.f4 Ned4 19.f8 Qb6 20.Kh1 
Qb2 21.Ne4 Rc2 22.Qh5 Nh6 
(22...Nf3 wins. If 23.Rf3 Qal. If 23. 
Qf3 Rh2 24.Kg1 Nh4 and the hit on 
the Queen and the g2 square spells 
D-O-O-M. Tom Thrush) 23.Rg1 Nf3 
24.Rg7 Qg7 0-1 


R. Sferra (2200) 
A. Mina (2020) 
Round 2 


1.b3 b6 2.Bb2 Bb7 3.Nf3 Nf6 
4.e3 g6 5.c4 Bg7 6.Be2 c5 7.0-0 O- 
O 8.d3 Nc6 9.Nc3 d5 10.cd Nd5 
bh Od7 645 172 Ridi Neo 13.5¢3:.Qe7 
14.Qb2 Ba6 15.a3 Rfe8 16.Bfl Rad8& 
17.b4 cb 18.ab Bb5d 19.d4 Bfl 
20,811 ed 21.ed Oe4 22.b5 Nad 
23.Ba5 ba 24.Ra5 Bd4 25.Nd4 Rd4 
26.Raal Rb4 27.Qd2 Rb5 28.Ra7 
Rb1? 


WW 
WW 


HE 
\ 


ra 


WS 
wr’ 
\S WN 





L 
- 
Yj 


Yy 


(28...Rd5! would wins outright! 
Queen is hit and can’t safely move 
to protect both e2 and dl. A clas- 
sic case of the “overloaded” or “over- 
worked” piece.Thrush) 29.Ral1 Le 
2-1/2 A narrow escape for Sferra! 


R.Sferra(2200) 
S.Christensen(2030) 
Round 3 


1.63 Nf6 2.Bb2 e6 3.Nf3 g6 4.e4 
Bg7 5.e5 Nd5d 6.c4 Ne7 7.d4 d6 8.ed 
cd 9.Be2 0-0 10.0-0 Nbc6 11.Nc3 
d5 12.c5 b6 13.Na4 Bd7 14.a3 Nf5 
15.g4 Nh6 16.h3 Ne7 17.b4 Qe8 
18.Nc3 f5 19.g5 Nf7 20.Qd2 Rd8& 
21.Rfel be 22.bc e5?? 23.de Bed 
24.Ne5 Ne5 25.Nd5 Bc6 26.Ne7+ 
Qe7 27.Qe3 Rfe8 28.Be5 1-0 

On November 29, another tour- 
nament was held in Ted 
Yudacufski’s usual 2 section, 3 
round Swiss format (30 in 60 fol- 
lowed by game in 30). 24 players 
showed up including a master and 
5 experts. This tournament was not 
quite as tranquil and generated a 
lot of controversy. Notable was a 
first round C-player, who after be- 
ing upset by a 1100, came down- 
stairs and threw a tantrum before 
withdrawing. Also, a mystery girl 
from Big Sur showed up claiming a 
2100 rating but after getting mated 
by a 1500 with two queens in the 
second round decided to follow suit 
with a withdrawal. Mina got paired 





with Sferra in the third round ay 
decided to exact his revenge for hj 
lost % point! (see game above), [a 
Frenklakh brought Jennie’s litt; 
brother, Sergey, over to get in son; 
practice, and a pretty second roun; 
game with a bishop sac to make; 
queen was marred by an overlooke 
knight fork. Ouch! 


Here are the results and som 
games: 


Monterey Open 11/29/98 

Open 

1 Gaudencio Delacruz 34 

2-3 Robert Sferra 2-| 
Dana Mackenzie 2-| 
Mark Marron 2-| 
Abe Mina 2-| 
Todd McFarren 2-| 

Reserve 

] Duncan Oxley 3-( 

2-3 David Soto 2-| 
Sergey Frenklakh 2-| 
Henery Fanoe 2-| 
Bill Smith 2-| 
Wane Chin 2-| 


R.Sferra(2200) 
A.Mina(1990) 
Round 2 


1.b3 d5 2.Bb2 c5 3.e3 Nc6 4.Nf 
Bg4 5.h3 Bfd 6.Bb5 e6 7.Bc6+ be 
8.0-0 Nf6 9.d3 Be7 10.Nbd7 0- 
11.Ne5 Qc7 12.f4 h6 13.g4 Bhi 
14.Qe2 Nd7 15.Nd7 Qd7 16.e4 Radé 
17.Nf3 £5 18.gf de 19.de Khé 
20.Rad1 Qc8 21.Rd8 Bd8& 22.Q¢) 
Bf6 23.e5 Be7 24.Qg3 Bf5 25.Rf 
Rd8& 26.Rg2 Rg8 27.Nh4 Bh+ 
28.Qh4 Qd7 29.Kh2 Qdl1 30.Qf) 
Be4 31.Qe2 Qe2 32.Re2 Bf5 33.Bas 
Rd8 34.Bc5 Rd5 35.b4 a6 36.a4 Kgé 
37.c3 Rd3 38.Re3 Rd2+ 39.Kg3 Ral 
40.a5 Rd2 41.Rel Kf7 42.h4 Kg 
43.Bd4 Kh5 44.Bc5 Rd3+ 45.Re3 
Rd1 46.Be7 Rd2 47.Bc5 Bd3 48.Bié 
g6 49.Rf3 Be3 50.Re3 Bd5 51.Be/ 
Rg2+ 52.Kh3 Rg4 53.Bf6 Rf 54.Rg 
g5 55.Re3 Rh4+ 56.Kg3 Rg4t 
07.Kh3 Rg2 O-1 

Here Ismael Diaz shows all us 
C-players how to beat a master, 
until he loses the thread around 
move 29. 


Continued on page 30 
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STAMER MEMORIAL: A AISTORY 


by 
Mike Goodall 


The Stamer Memorial has always 
been an old-fashioned chess tourna- 
ment: a one-section open Swiss with 
grandmasters and beginners compet- 
ing together for prizes. Most tourna- 
ment players don’t like this format 
since it produces extreme mis- 
matches. Those players who enjoy 
taking on all comers with the risk or 
opportunity of an upset are the ones 
who play in the Stamer. The Mechan- 
ics’ Chess Club can comfortably hold 
about 80 players and it would be 
swamped if many more entered (such 
as the 119 players Director Roy Hoppe 
had to deal with in 1973). 

The Stamer was held on the July 
4 holiday weekend from 1964 to 1975, 
after which it was moved back to a 
weekend in June to make way for a 
larger Golden Gate Open in San Fran- 


cisco. Later when the annual Gay 
Freedom Day parade chose a route 
passing 50 feet from the chess room, 
the noise was responsible for the tour- 
nament moving to an earlier weekend 
in June. 

The list of Stamer winners reflects 
the best local players over the years. 
Nearly all of the winners called North- 
ern California home for at least awhile. 
Four of the winners were or became 
International Grandmasters, and 
eleven were or became International 
Masters. About the only top local 
player missing from the roster is Jay 
Whitehead. The list provokes the re- 
peated inquiry: “Where are they now?” 
As far as I know, all the winners are 
still alive, including Roy Ervin for 
whom a memorial tournament was 
held several years ago. Some of them 


are still playing, but some have com- 
mitted the gravest sin of all: dropping 
out of chess to lead more normal lives. 

The tournament honors Arthur B. 
Stamer, the first chess room director 
at the Mechanics’ Institute in San 
Francisco. A brief memorial to Stamer 
may be found on page 13 in the Sep- 
tember 1966 _Chess Life. Stamer 
himself was strong enough to win a 
tournament of this strength. There 
were no Swisses in his day — George 
Koltanowski didn’t introduce them to 
America until the forties. Arthur 
Stamer was the first of many fine 
gentlemen to hold the position of 
Chess room director at the Mechan- 
ics’ Institute. One of the responsibili- 
ties of the director is to ensure that 
the Stamer Memorial is held every 
year. I have had the pleasure of di- 
recting more than 25 of the 35 Stamer 
tournaments. I hope to see many of 
you at the next Stamer June 11-13 
at the Mechanics Institute. 
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Fresno County Championship 


Upsets Abound In Fresno 


Nov. 21-22, 1998 


Selections, Annotations and 
Photos by Allan Fifield 


Russell,D (1881) 
Ziatdinov,R (2589) 
[C59] Open Round 1 


The difference between the 
working professional and the tal- 
ented amateur: Darren Russell 
thought they were playing a com- 
petitive game with chances for both 
sides while as Rashid Ziatdinov ex- 
plained after the game “the whole 
line was known to be bad for White.” 

l.e4 eS 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bce4 Nf6 
4.Ng95!°! Why not? 4...d5 5.exd5 Na5 
6.Bb5+ c6 7.dxc6 bxc6 8.Be2 h6 
9.Nf3 e4 10.Ne5 Bd6 11.d4 exd3 
12.Nxd3 Qc7 13.Nc3 0-0 14.g3 Bh3 
15.Nf4 Bxf4 16.Bxf4 Qb7 








Rashid 
Ziatdinov 
came all the 
way from 
Arizona. 


17.Qd4? cS! 18.Qxc5 Qxhl1+ 
19.Kd2 QOxal 20.Qxa5 Rad8+ 
21.Bd3 Rfe8 22.Be5 Ng4 23.Bc7 
Qel# 0-1 


Vue,V (922) 
George,D (1474) 
[A48] Reserve Round 1 


1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 g6 3.Bg5 Bg7 4.Nbd2 
d6 5.e4 0-0 6.Bd3 Nbd7 7.0-0 c5 
8.c3 b6 9.Rel Bb7 10.e5 dxe5 
11.dxe5 Ng4 12.Bf4 Ngxe5 13.Nxe5 
Nxed 14.Bc2 Nc6 15.Qe2 e5 16.Bg3 
{5 17.h3 f4 











Black’s pawn avalanche will 
soon collapse. 18.Bh2 Ne7 19.Rad1 
Nf{5 20.Be4 Bxe4 21.Qxe4 Nh4 
22.Nf3 Nxf3+ 23.Qxf3 Qg5 24.Rd5 
Qf5 25.c4 Q@c2 26.Qe2 Qxe2 
27.Rxe2 Rae8 28.Re4 Rc8 29.93 g5 
30.g4 a6 31.Rd6 Rf6 32.Rd5 Rfc6 
33.b3 b5 34.f3 bxc4 35.Rxc4 Bf8 
36.Rxe5 Rd8 37.Rxg5+ Kh8 38.Bxf4 
Rdl+ 39.Kg2 h6 40.Rf5 Bg7 
41.Rexcd Re6 42.Be5 Rd2+ 43.Kg3 
Rxa2 44.Rf7 Rg6 45.Bxg7+ Rxg7 


Jeffery Merrick of 
Mountain View 
played well in 
Fresno 





fxe: 

0-0 

Rf7 

b4 

46.Rxg7 Kxg7 and white went ont mi; 
win for a 553 point upset. 1-0 of t 
Kellogg,P (1153) Ae 

Yost,K (802) Rx 

[C20] Reserve Round 1 26. 


A 351 point upset in the sec itt 
ond round of the reserve ne’ 

l.e4 e5 2.Qh5 Nc6 3.Nc3 g poi 
4.Qd1 Bcd 5.Nf3 d6 6.d4 exd! Ho 
7.Nxd4 Bxd4 8.Qxd4 Nxd4 9.Be’ 
Nxc2+ 10.Kd1 Nxal 11.Kel Nb3 
12.axb3 Be6 13.Kc2 Qf6 14.Bb5: 
Bd7 15.Be2 0-0-0 16.Bxa7 Mhf 
17.Be3 Ng4 18.f3 Nxe3+ 19.Kd 
Nxg2 20.Ral Kb8 21.Nd5 Nf4 
22.Ke3 Nxd5+ 23.exd5 Qxb) wo 
24.Rd1 Qxb3+ 25.Kf2 Rhe8 26.Ks) = Mi 


Rxe2+ 27.Kg3 Qxd1 0-1 thi 
to 

Holloway,A (1265) 
Wexler,H (1522) b6 
[C69] Reserve Round 2 Sy 
10 
1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 ah Nx 
4.Bxc6 ie 


The Exchange Variation a k 
Fischer! 

4...dxc6 

At the master level, white h 
given up the two bishops for a st 
perior pawn formation. Below mas 
ter, it’s a lottery. 

5.0-0 f6? 6.d4?! 

Tempting is 6.Nxe5! fxed 
7.Qh5+ and to avoid dropping the 
rook after 7....g6 (or Ke7) 8.Qxedt 
black must play 7...Kd7 with mis 
ery to follow. 












6...Bg4 7.dxe5 Qxd1 8.Rxd1 
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8...fxe5? 

8....Bxf3 first followed by 9. gxf3 
fxe5 gets black back in the game. 

9.Rd3 Bd6 10.Bg5 Nf6 11.Nbd2 
0-0 12.Rel b5 13.Nb3 Nh5 14.Ree3 
Rf7 15.h3 Be6 16.Rc3 Bd7 17.Nc5 
b4 18.Rc4 Be6? 

18....a4 defending the b pawn 
might offer some practical chanes 
of trapping the rook at c4. 

19.Nxe6 Nf4 20.Bxf4 exf4 
921.Rel Re7 22.e5 Rxe6 23.exd6 
Rxel+ 24.Nxel cxd6 25.Rxb4 Re8 
26.Kf1 1-0 

Blacks resignation seems a 
little early against a 1200 player but 
nevertheless a nicely played 285 
point upset of which young Adam 
Holloway can be very proud. 


Vogland,J (1569) 
Alpers,M (754) 
[B29] Reserve Round 2 


As the saying goes “Nobody ever 
won by resigning” and youngster 
Mike Alpers hangs on grimly 
through many a dead lost position 
to finally notch an 815 point upset, 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.e5 Ng4 4.d4 
b6 5.d5 d6 6.Bb5+ Nd7 7.e6 fxe6 
8.dxe6 Ngf6 9.exd7+ Bxd7 
10.Bxd7+ Qxd7 11.Bg5 Ne4 12.Qd5 
Nxg5 13.Qxa8+ Kf7 14.Nxg5+ Kf6 
15.Ne4+ Kg6 16.Qd5 e5 17.Nbc3 


Kurt 
Jacobs is a 
welcomed 
visitor to 
Fresno. 


Qg4 18.0-0 h6 19.Nxd6 Kh7 
20.g3 Qg6 21.f4 Bxd6 22.Qxd6 
Qxd6 23.Rad1 Qe6 24.f5 Qf6 
25.Ne4 Qf7 26.{6 Rf8 27.fxg7 
Qx¢g7 28.Rxf8 Qxf8 29.Rf1l Qd8& 
30.Nf6+ Kg6 31.Kg2 h5 32.Rf2 
Kg5 33.Ne4+ Kg6 34.Nc3 Qa8+ 
35.Kg1 Kg5 36.Re2 Kg4 
37.Re4+ Kf5 38.Kf2 b5 39.Rel 
b4 40.Ne4 Kg4 41.Re2 ad 
42.Kel a4 43.Nf2+ Kf3 44.Nd3 
Qa6 45.Rf2+ Kg4 46.Nxe5+ 
Kg5 47.Nd3 Qe6+ 48.Re2 Qxa2 
49.Re5+ Kg4 50.Re4+ Kf5 
51.Rf4+ Kg5 52.h4+ Kh6 
53.Kd2 a3 54.bxa3 .bxa3 
55.Ra4 c4 56.Ra6+ Kg7 
57.Ra7+ Kf6 58.Ra6+ Ke7 
59.Ra7+ Kd6 60.Ra6+ Kce7 61.Nb4 
Qb2 62.Nd5+ Kb7 


7, a a 
gee “Oo 
ene 












Father Mike Haun 
and son Ben Haun 



















scored well in 
Fresno. 


8.a3 Bad 9.Qc2 Bb6 10.d5 exdd 
11.Nxd5 Nxd5 12.cxd5 Ned 13.Ng3 
Re8 14.Be2 Ng6 15.e4 Bad 16.Bxa5 
Qxa5+ 17.Kf2 Nf4 18.Rhel Nxe2 
19.Rxe2 Bd7 20.Rael Bb5 21.Re3 
{6 22.Nf5 Qd8 23.f4 Rc8 24.Rg3 Re7 
25.Ree3 b6 26.Qc3 
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63.Rb6+ Apparently winning 
the queen but... 

63....Qxb6 64.Nxb6 a2! ...while 
the rook is agone forever, the queen 
will be reborn so O-1 


Foster,U (1687) 
Viscaino,J (1831) 
[E20] Open Round 2 


The story of the tournament so 
far is Ursula Foster who started the 
tournament ranked 23rd out of the 
26 players in the Open section. In 
her first round, Ursula’s master- 
ranked opponent apparently time 
forfeited. In a nice display of 
sportmanship, Ursula graciously 
offered her opponent a draw when 
a controversy arose as to whether 
the clock had possibly malfunc- 
tioned. In the second round, Ursula 
uncorked this nice win against one 
of Northern California’s more prom- 
ising young players. Ursula finished 
the second round with 1 1/2 points 
and is now number seven in the 
standings. 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.f3 
c5 5.e3 0-0 6.Bd2 d6 7.Nge2 Nc6 
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A Nice Looking Third Rank! 
26....Ba6 27.b3 Bc8 28.Nh4 


Qe7 29.Nf5 Qf8? 


White’s knight is too powerful 
and black must take her chances 


with 29....Bxf5 
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30.Nh6+! Ouch! 30...Kh8 
31.Ng4 h5? 

Here black needs to bleed the 
knight off with 31....Bxg4. White's 
attack will be powerful but there 
just might be a defense. 

32.f5!! hxg4 33.Rxg4 Ree7 


34.Rh4+ 34...Kg8 35.Reh3 


- P 
3 Pd 








Joesph De Leon tough on board 
four in the last round. 








Bomber Rooks Rain Death from 
The Sky! 

Rxe4 36.Rh8+ Kf7 37.Rxf8+ 
Kxf8 38.Rh8+ Kf7 39.Qf3 Red 
40.Qh5+ g6 Resignation would not 
be premature. 41.Qxg6+ Ke7 
42.Qe8# 1-0 


Vang,V (992) 
Grant,R (1213) 
[A46] Reserve Round 3 


1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 c6 3.Bg5 h6?! 

The “Who Know’s” opening. 

4.Bh4 g5 5.Bg3 Ne4 6.Nbd2 
Nxg3? 

Black has burned five moves to 
get rid of an average bishop. Any 
reasonable developing moves would 
have been better. 

7.hxg3 Bg7 8.e4 g4 9.Nh2?! 

Nh4 or Ned seems better than 
hiding the knight in the corner. 

J... £0.c3 Oey 1EBd3 dé 
12:0¢271 

Qe2 keeps the queen with in- 
fluence on both sides of the board. 

12...e5 13.d5 h4 

Banzai Chess! 

14.gxh4 Rxh4 15.0-0-0 Na6 
16.Nb3 Qb6 17.Qe2 Nc5 18.Bc2 a5 
19.Nxc5 Qxc5 20.f3 Bh6+ 21.Kb1 
gxf3 22.gxf3 Bf4 23.Ng4 Rxhl 
24.Rxh1 

I like White! Black’s lost tem- 
pos have left him undeveloped and 
exposed. 

24...65 25.dxc6 Qxc6 26.Nf6+ 
Kd8 27.Rh8+ Ke7 28.Nd5+ Kb7 


24 








29.Nxf4?! This is too good a 
knight to give up for a mere bishop 
and doubled pawns. White should 
play for mate. Whites advantage 
Starts to peter out into an even 
endgame 

29...exf4 30.e5 d5 31.Rf8 Be6 
32.Rxa8 Kxa8 33.Qd2 Qc5 34.Qd4 
Qxd4 35.cxd4 Kb7 36.Kel Kc7 
37.Kd2 Kd7 38.a3 Ke7 39.Bd3 Bd7 
40.Kc3 f6 41.exf6+ Kxf6 42.Kd2 Kg5 
43.Ke2 Kh4 44.Kf2 b4 45.axb4 axb4 
46.Bc2 Kg5 47.Kg2 Bf5 48.Bb3! Be6 
49.Bce2 Kh4 50.Kf2 Kh3 51.Bd3 Kh2 
02.Be2 Bd7 53.b3 Bh3 54.Bd3 1-0 

And here both scoresheets dis- 
appear in a time scramble. Even- 


tually white won although objec- 
tively black should be able to hold 
this ending but still a nice 221 point 
upset for Ms. Vang. 








Artak Akopian and... 
Black,C (1902) 


Pascal,C (1577) 
[D53] Open Round 4 


1.d4 e6 2.c4 d5 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 Be7 
0.€3 Nbd7 6.Nf3 Ne4 7.Bf4 b6?! 











REAL 








8.cxd5 

In QGD type positions, b6 fo: 
black is often refuted by cxd5 with 
advantage for white. 

8...Nxc3 9.bxc3 exd5 10.Bb5¢, 
O 11.Bc6 Rb8 12.Bxd5 Nf6 13.Bq 
Ne4 14.Qb3 Bd6 15.Ne5 Bxg 
16.Bxe5 Qg5 17.Bg3 Bb7 18.Q¢ 
h5? 





Banzai Chess! 

19.0-0-0! 

Nobody’s home on the kingside 

19...Nxg3 20.hxg3 Bxg2 21.fi 
Qxg3 22.Rxh5 Qxe3+ 23.Kb2 Bet 
24.Qh2 g6 25.Rh8+ Kg7 26.Rh7; 
Kg8 27.Qh6 








f g 
And the usual sad end to: 
Banzai charge 
27....Qf2+ 28.Kal 1-0 


Akopian,A (2327) 
Fuentes,R (2201) 
[B92] Open Round 4 





Romulo Fuentes face off in the 
fourth round. 


Game Continued on page 30 
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In the following game, played be- 
tween two students (White is 8 and 
Black is 7 years old), we see some 
good planning and_ several 
“beginner's mistakes”. But, most 
instructively, the first player wards 
off a mating threat which his oppo- 
nent does not see being set-up 
against him! Thus, beware what 
ideas you show your opponent: for 
if you can’t carry them out, you may 
have helped your opponent to dis- 
cover a way to do you in (especially 
if you aren’t being as careful)! 

1.e4 c6 (the Caro-Kann de- 
fense), 2.Nc3 e6?! (it is not recom- 
mended that a player permanently 
weaken a Square so early in a game 
as Black has done here to d6. In 
fairness to Black, at least he has a 
plan for why he is doing what he is 
doing as the following play will show. 
Black hopes to gain superior con- 
trol over d5 and to prepare a later 
advance of the d-pawn to that 
square.) , 3.Bc4 (a fight seems to be 
brewing over d5) 3...Bc5, 4.Nf3 Ne7 
(Black continues development, pre- 
pares to castle his King and further 
supports the advance of the d-pawn 
to d5), 5.d4! Bb6, 6.0-O d5?! (while 
this is what Black has been seeking 
all along, it is always risky for the 
second player to make a move which 
allows White to open up the center. 
This is especially true when the first 
player has castled and the second 
player has not), 7.ed cd 
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(The position that has developed 


Steve Cohen 


looks like a French Defense where 
somehow Black has managed to 
trade his c-pawn for White’s e-pawn. 
This is a good deal for the second 
player, positionally speaking . After 
continuing with moves like ...Ng6 
and ...Nd7, ...O-O, and ...Nf6, Black 
should be fine), 8.Bb5+? (a waste of 
a tempo) 8...Bd7! (Black offers to 
trade away his ‘bad’ bishop for 
White’s ‘good’ bishop), 9.Bd3! (White 
correctly avoids the exchange and 
returns his bishop to its powerful 
post. In fairness to White, although 
he has wasted tempi, he has man- 
aged to force Black to block the way 
for the Nb8 to reach f6 via d7), 
9...Nc6 (bringing a second attacker 
against the d4 pawn and develop- 
ing another piece), 10.Be3 (White 
develops his queen’s bishop rather 
passively to e3. Perhaps a more 
aggressive continuation for White 
would be 10.Ne2 followed by c3 and 
Ng3 waiting to determine the best 
diagonal on for his queen’s bishop), 
10...0-O? 








2 Bb ed eo gen 
Diagram 2 


(If you have been following this col- 
umn since its beginning, you would 
see that Black has just castled into 
the well known Bxh7+ sacrifice. 
White should now continue 
11.Bxh7+. If 11...Kxh7 is Black's 
response to avoid losing a free pawn, 
White continues with 12.Ng5+. Now 
if 12...Kg8 (not 12...Kh8, 13.Qh5+ 
and 14.Qh7 mate), 13.Qh5, Black 
must play 13...Re8 (to avoid 14.Qh7 
mate) after which the game ends as 


follows: 14.Qh7+ Kf8, 15.Qh8+ Ng8, 
16.Nh7+ Ke7, 17.Bg5+ Nf6 (this 
move keeps it going longest as 
17...Kd6 is met with 18.Nb5 mate 
while 17...{6 is met with 18.Qxg7+ 
Kd6, 19.Nb5 mate). White now fin- 
ishes with 18.Bxf6+! gf, 19.Qxf6 
Kd6, 20.Nb5 mate)) 11.Qd2 (Per- 
haps White rejected playing the Bxf7 
sacrifice (if he was aware of it) be- 
cause after 11.Bxh:+ Kxh7, 12.Ng5+ 
Black may find a way to draw after 
12...Kg6!. This is the only way to 
save his majesty as 12...Kh6 allows 
13.Nxf7 discovered check (from the 
Be3) and 14.Nxd8. After 12....Kg6! 
there may follow 13.Qg4 f5, 14.Qg3 
f4, 15.Bxf4 Nf5, 16.Qg4 Nh6, 17.Qg3 
Nf5, leading to draw by repetition in 
a rare instance where the King is 
actually safer in front of his defend- 
ers) 11...Nb4! (Black seeks to elimi- 
nate White’s light-squared Bishop so 
that sacrifices against h7 will be 
threatened no more), 12.a3 Nxd3, 
13.Qxd Qc7, 14.Ng5 (White makes 
obvious his intentions to mate with 
15.Qxh7. This is something I expect 
Black will notice as he remains the 
only Kindergartner to ever capture 
1st place in a UPSCL ‘Level IT’ class) 
14...g6, 15.Rad1 Qd6, 16.Nb5? (al- 
lowing Black to relieve himself of his 
‘bad Bishop’) 16...Bxb5, 17.Qxb: 
Bc7 (and now it’s Black’s turn to 
take his aim for a Qxh2 mate), 
18.Rd3?? (...which the first player 
does overlooks and, so...) 18...Qxh2 
mate. 

Thus, Black took advantage of 
using a mating theme which his 
opponent was kind enough to re- 
mind him about during the game, 
White, however, was not equally up 
to the challenge of preventing the 
same mate from being carried out. 
Be aware... watch what your oppo- 
nent is doing... because, you never 
know that sometimes, your oppo- 
nent may be your greatest teacher! 
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Peninsula Challeng! 


by 
Steve Cohen 


It's hard to believe that what 
once was an event which attracted 
only 2 participants (the first Chal- 
lenge event in March, 1996) saw 
more than 30, including a 6-time 
U.S. Champion, come to compete for 
more than $800 is cash and awards. 
UPSCL’s 2nd Annual Peninsula G/ 
15 Challenge Championships was 
held Saturday, December 19, 1998, 
at Go-Getters Pizza in Foster City. 
Go-Getters Pizza also partly co- 
sponsored the hosting of the cham- 
pionships. The event was spon- 
sored by the UPSCL, a California 
non-profit scholastic chess league 
serving San Mateo County. 

In the Open section, 6-time U.S. 
Champion Walter Browne came to 
do what Jordy Mont-Reynaud failed 
to accomplish at last year’s cham- 
pionships: a 3-peat. Despite tough 
competition from IM Mladen Vucic, 
past Challenge winner Arthur 
Ibragimov, past former-runner-up 





Alan Plutzik (1.) and “Mr. 6-Time” 
GM Walter Browne (r.) face off in 
Round 2 action. 


Alan Plutzik, new-comer Felix 
Rudyak,and a lst-round draw by 
Challenge new-comer Anthony 
Rozenvasser, Browne became the 
first person to 3-peat at a UPSCL 
event (and earn a $50 bonus for the 
feat, on top of the $200 first prize!) 
Browne also officially claims the title 
of 1998 Peninsula G/15 Champion! 
One-time Challenge winner Arthur 
Ibragimov had to settle for second 
place and $100 while scoring 4/5. 


With 3/5, Rozenvasser took the top 
U2200 prize (worth $75), a point 
ahead of IM Vucic, who took home 
the 3rd-place Open prize. Rudyak 
earned the 2nd place, U2200 prize. 

In the 18-player Senior amateur 
section there were 2 sets of fathers 
and daughters, and at least 2 sets 
of siblings. Of course there would 
have to be some time when family 
would be matched against family. 
In the first round, 4th-grader 
Ewelina Krubnik was paired against 
her father, who was the 2nd-high- 
est-rated player in the section. To 





Ewelina Krubbruik (1l.) and her fa- 
ther (r.) battled it out in Round 1 
of the G/15 Challenge in the Se- 
nior amateur Division. Next to 


her, Elaine Veksler battles 
Michael Pearson; and, in back 
Alex Wu is matched against 
Stephan Goupille. 


the amusement of the TDs, young 
Ewelina actually had a winning po- 
sition against her father before con- 
ceding him a draw. 

While the section is the ‘Senior’ 
amateur, it’s been a place for some 
of the area’s top scholastic players 
to get good, quick competition. In 
fact, notwithstanding the 3 adults 
in the section, after round 3, the 
only two perfect scores were Pen- 
insula star 4th-grader Alex Wu, and 
East Bay star 3rd-grader, Alexander 
Setzepfandt. Quite a chess-rivalry 
has developed between the top 
scholastic ‘Alexes’ on each side of 


the Bay. Setzepfandt took this Op 
portunity to get revenge on his olde 
name-sake. Indeed, only a fina. 
round loss (to the Senior Krubnik 
kept Setzepfandt from having a pe. 
fect score. In fact, the final-roun 
victory by Mariusz Krubnik allowe 
the man from the East Bay to wi 
the title of 98 Peninsula Seniy 
Amateur G/15 Champ and th 
check for $100. Just a 1/2-poin 
back, Setzepfandt tied with Tom 
Cole, to split the 2nd-3rd combine 
for $42.50 each. The third Alex ¢ 
the section, Alex Veksler (yes 
Elaine’s father), with a score of 3/ 
took home the final check and tro 
phy for 4th. On tie-breaks, Michad 
Pearson earned the trophy for 5th 
Alex Wu, 6th; Yevgeniy Labunskiy 
7th; Sean Blume, the final trophy 
for 8th; and, Daichi Siegrist, a goli 
medal of participation for 9th. Sil 
ver medalists included Nazet 
Maghadam and Elaine Veksler. Thi 
remaining players earned bronz 
participation medals for survivin 
this event. 





Future chess queens (Mahnoos 
Maghadam on the left and Emilii 
Krubnik on the right) get goot 
practice and experience in tht 
Junior Amateur division! 


In the Junior Amateur section, 
Ahmad Maghadam went 5-0 (the 
only perfect score of the tourna 
ment!!!) to take the top trophy ant 
title of 98 Peninsula G/15 Juni 
Amateur Champion! A final-rount 
match-up by UPSCL Sunday-class 
rivals, John Coyne and Michaél 
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a a 
a 


John Coyne (l.) tries to defeat 
class rival Michael Konkol (r.) in 
the final round to earn 2nd place. 


Konkol. This enabled young 
Michael to win the 2nd-place tro- 
phy, on tie-breaks over Coyne, who 
came in 3rd, each with a score of 
3.0. Also with a score of 3.0, Corey 
Chang took home the trophy for 4th. 
A point back, Mahnoosh Maghadam 
finished in fifth on tie-breaks over 
Yuki Siegrist, who took home the 
trophy for 6th, and Emilia Krubnik, 
who won the trophy for 7th. 

I'd especially like to thank some 
wonderful assistants for their tre- 
mendous help: UPSCL Secretary, 
James Millet, and Budd 
Setzepfandt. Thanks to them the 
tournament ran very smoothly and 
was enjoyed by all participants. The 
UPSCL appreciates the help and 
support of Go Getters Pizza of Fos- 
ter City, in partially sponsoring the 
site for this event. After the awards, 
all stayed to enjoy some delicious 
free pizza provided by the UPSCL to 
celebrate the championships! But, 
all was not done for the day. With 
titles, trophies and more money at 
Stake, 12 participants competed in 
the 1998 Peninsula G/5 Champi- 
onships. 

As concerns Ist through 3rd 
place, pre-tournament ratings were 
a good predictor of outcome. With 
a perfect score of 11-0, top-seeded 
IGM Walter Browne earned another 
litle and a check for $100. IM 
Mladen Vuciccame in 2nd (worth 
$50) with a 10-1 score. Two 
pointsback was area master Alan 


Stein, who finished in 3rd to collect 
$25. The Top U2100 title, trophy 
and check was won by Alan Plutzik, 
who generously donated his win- 
nings back to the UPSCL. With 4- 





Alan Stein (l.) and Walter Browne 
(r.) blitz it! 


7, Felix Rudyak took home the top 
U1800 trophy and a check for $25. 
An upset by Daichi Siegrist over his 
chess’ club-rival, Alexander 
Setzepfandt, paved the way for the 
need of a blitz shoot-out to decide 
the title- and trophy-winner in the 
U1600 category. (The cash prize 
would be split, equally, regardless 
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ca 
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of the outcome). Seeking revenge 
the ce€arHer ‘loss? however, 
Setzepfandt won the shoot-out 
match, earning the title and trophy 
for 98 Peninsula U1600 G/5 Cham- 
pion! 

It seemed as if all 
had a very enjoyable time 
at the events. Sadly, 
however, because par- 
ticipation was less than 
expected, it seems as if 
the Challenge series in 
99 will be limited to 3 
events. However, I hope 
to have more and bigger 
prizes at each event. The 
next one will likely be 
scheduled for some time 
around the second Saturday in April 
(I need to confirm space and no lo- 
cal conflicts). So, I hope to see you 
all there. After all, in the words of 
Mr. ‘Six-Time’ Walter Browne, 
“These are a lot of fun. I can’t un- 
derstand why more people don’t 
take advantage of the opportunity.” 
For information about any UPSCL 
tournaments or classes, call (650) 
349-7746 or visit our website at 
http: //www.jps.net/upsclchess. 





Alexander Setzepfandt (l.) presses the clock after making move 
against Daichi Siegrist (r.) in the shoot-out for the G/5 U1600 
title. Watching on (after a long day of chess) is Daichi’s younger 


brother, Yuki. 
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CalChess State Scholastics Update 


Alan Kirshner 


Entries to the California Chess form. I will update all ratings be- 
State Scholastic Championships fore the tournament from the Feb- 
(March 27-28) will be posted  ruary Rating List. 


weekly at http:// You can also reach the regis- 
calchess.webjump.com/ § tration list from the CalChess 
Registration.html Names will ap- Scholastic Site. Http: 7/7 


pear in alphabetical order. I will www.hooked.net/~hegemon/ 
include the section and rating of _. CALCHESS.html or 

each player. Ratings will only re- http://calchess.webjump.com/ 
flect those placed on the entry _ scholastics.html 


HX RECOMMENDED BEGINNERS CHESS BOOKS 


by 
Allan Fifield 






Getting Started 






101 Questions on How To Play Chess by Wilson 






Logical Chess, Move By Move by Irving Chernev 


How To Think Ahead In Chess by I.A. Horowitz and Fred Reinfeld 






How Not To Play Chess by Eugene Znosko-Borovsky 







The Opening 


Ideas Behind The Chess Openings by Reuben Fine 






How To Play The Opening In Chess by David Levy & Raymond Keene 






Batsford Chess Openings (2nd ed. ) by Kasparov & Keene 





The Ending 







Practical Chess Endings by Paul Keres 


Essential Chess Endings Explained Move By Move by Jeremy Silman 






Putting It All Together 







The Most Instructive Games Of Chess Ever Played by I. Chernev 


Chess For Match Players by William Winter 






Pawn Structure Chess by Andrew Soltis 


Tournament Play 






Reassess Your Chess by Jeremy Sillman 






Chess For Tigers by Simon Webb 






Offical Rules of Chess by the U.S. Chess Federation 
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Tournament applications hay 
been mailed to all registered schp. 
lastic players in Northern Califor 
nia as well as all coaches anf 
schools. If you did not receive ap. 
plications or would like to 
mailed more applications, pleag 
contact me at hegemon@hooked.n¢ 


Test Your Tactics! 








Black to Move 
Sacrifice to set up a Pin! 
Look for Impossible Moves! 
(E. Perez - W. Browne 1996) 











Black to Move 
Find The Fork(s)! 
Look for Impossible Moves! 
(From a study by Frank Berry - 19% 





EZ 7, V8) 





Uy 









White to Move 
Double Check and Discovered 


Check 
Look for Impossible Moves! 
(Morphy’s Legacy) 
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Club Directory 


Places to play chess in Northern California and Northern Nevada 


Arcata 

Monday, 6-10 pm 

Arcata Chess Club 

Conference Room, Arcata 
Library 

James Bauman 707-822-7619 


Berkeley 

Friday, 7:15 p.m. 

Berkeley City Club 

2315 Durant 

A. Glasscoe 510-652-5324 


Burlingame 

Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 
Burlingame Lions Hall 

990 Burlingame Ave 

Scott Wilson 650-355-9402 


Campbell 

Kolty Chess Club 

Thursdays 7-11:30 p.m. 
Campbell Comm Ctr 
Winchester/W.Campbell 

F. Leffingwell 408-732-5188 


Carmel 

Call for current information 
Randall Swanson 
408-626-6113 


Carmichael 
Monday 6-10 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Ctr. 
4701 Gibbons 


Chico 

Thursday 7-11 p.m. 

Mtn Mike’s Pizza 

1722 Mangrove Ave 

Barry Nelson 916-873-3107 


Davis 

Thursday 7 p.m. 

Hunt Hall UCD, Room 241 
Dave Johnson 916-756-2752 


Fremont 

Fridays 7:00-on 

Sugu’s Coffee 

3602 Thornton Ave, Fremont 
Hans Poschmann 
910-656-8505 


Fresno 

Mondays 6-11 p.m. 

Carls Jr. 

3820 N. Cedar Ave. 

D. Wajckus 559-252-4484 


Hayward 

Monday 7-9 p.m. 

Hayward Library 

Mission at C St 

Kerry Lawless 510-785-9352 


Livermore 

Fridays 7-12 p.m. 

South Cafeteria 

Lawrence Livermore Lab 
Charles Pigg 510-447-5067 


Merced 

Merced Chess Club 

Friday 6:30 p.m. 

Merced Mall Food Court 
Dave Humpal 209-722-0764 


Madera 

Thursdays 7:00 p.m. 
Carls Jr. 

Madera Ave. & Hwy 99 
Bill Hicks 559-675-3094 


Modesto Chess Club 
Tuesday 6-10:30 p.m. 
Shakeys Pizza 

McHenery Avenue 

John Barnard 209-785-7895 


Monterey 

Open daily except Mon. 
430 Alvarado St. 
Yudacufski 408-646-8730 


Mt Shasta 

Wednesdays 7:00 p.m. 
George Washington Manor 
Mt. Shasta 

Dick Bolling 503-926-3608 


Paradise 

Tuseday 7-10 p.m. 

Paradise Senior Center 
Barry Nelson 916-873-3107 


Porterville 

Wednesday 7 p.m. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Corner of Henderson 

& Indiana 

Hans Borm 559-784-3820 


Reno, NV 

Ssun-Thurs 6:30 p.m. 

2850 Wrondel Way, Suite D 
Club: 702-827-3867 

Jerry Weikel 702-747-1405 


Richmond 
Fridays 6 p.m. 
Richmond Library 
26th & MacDonald 


Ross Valley 
(Marin County) 
For current info, write: 
P.O. Box 69 

Ross CA 94957 


Sacramento 
Wednesday 6-10 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Ctr 
915-27th St. 

Stewart Katz 916-444-3133 
CSU Sacramento 

Student Union Bldg. 


San Anselmo 
Tuesday 7 p.m. 

Round Table Pizza, 

Red Hill Shpping Ctr 

Sir Francis Drake Blvd 
Jim Mickle 415-457-2719 


San Francisco 
Mechancis’ Institute 
Open daily 

57 Post St, 4th Floor 
Jim Eade 650-328-9785 


San Jose 

Tue & Fri, Noon-4 p.m. 
Willows Senior Center 

2175 Lincoln Avenue 

Jerry Marshall 408-267-1574 


Santa Clara 

2d Sat. Each month 
2:15-6:15 p.m. 

Mary Gomez Park 

F. Sierra 408-241-1447 


Santa Rosa 

Tuesdays 6-10:45 p.m. 
Sonoma Coffe Company 

521 4th Street 

Keith Halonen 707-578-6125 


Santa Rosa 

lst & Last Saturdays of month 
Adult & Youth Chess Club 

of Sonoma County 

Rincon Valley Library 
Conference Room 

6959 Montecito Blvd, 

Santa Rosa 

Mike Haun 707-537-0162 


Stanford 

Monday 7:30-10:30 p.m. 
Student Union, Rm 550-550d 
Andrian Keatinge-Clay 
415-497-0598 


Sunnyvale 

LERA 

Tuesday, 8 p.m. 

Lockheed Rec Ctr, Bidg #160 
Ken Stone 408-629-5530 


Tulare 

Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 

A&W Root Beer 

133 North ‘J’ Street 

Ward Forman 209-688-6386 


Vallejo 

Fridays 7:00 p.m. 

Senior Citizens Ctr 

333 Amador St 

Frank Harris 707-644-3004 


Visalia 

Wednesday 7 p.m. 

Carl's Jr-Von’s Ctr 

Hwy 198 & Chinowth 
Allan Fifield 559-734-2784 


Woodland Chess Group 
Sundays, 3:30-9:00 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Center 

630 Lincoln Avenue 

Don Copeland530-666-0868 


Yuba-Sutter 

Mon & Wed 7-11 p.m. 

Carls Jr 

Bridge St & Hwy 99, Yuba City 
Tom Giertych 916-671-1715 
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Join 


CalChess 


The Northern California Chess Association 


Support Your USCF State Affiliate and receive these Benefits: 
Tournament Discounts * California Chess Journal * Youth Chess 


mm One Year $12 * Two Years $22 « Three Years $32 = 


C.C.J. Submission Policy 


Our CCJU copy submission policy re. 
mains ‘author friendly’. While our prefer. 
ence is for electronic submission, typewri 
ten or neat handwritten copy is acceptable 
Electronic submission allows you to inclu 
game scores, chess diagrams, and digitize 
photos. In general, tournaments submit 
ted in an electronic format will be allotte 
more space. Our preference is for Microsof 
Word files with diagrams created using th 
Linares font. Please feel free to contact m 
if you have any questions on how to submi 
material to California Chess Journal. 


? Name 
| Address 
I City 
Phone 


Check One: New LJ 


I 
I 
i 
i 
: 
L 


State _______ Zip 


Amount Enclosed $ 


Mail to: CalChess 2030 Mills Avenue Menlo Park, CA 94025 


TF For Additional Information Call 650-854-9793 Tr. 


Renewal LJ 


The next deadline for C.C.J. 
submissions is April 20th. 
Allan Fifield, PO Box 27 
Visalia, CA 93279-0027 


Days: (559)-651-3300 #371 * Nights: 
(559)-734-2784 * FAX: (559)-651-0739 


CompuServe: 102033,3421 
AOL: jostensvis 
Internet: fifiela@jostens.com 





Continued from page 3 


“pat-us-on-the-back” as you're leav- 
ing for home! It really helps! 

The next Western States Open will 
be held on October 29-31, 1999. 
Thank you for your continued sup- 
port! And oh, one more thing 
(Columbo again!). We’ve “thrown 
together” one small “extra” chess 
tournament to be held before the 
next Western States and that’s the 
August 10-19, 1999 100th US 
Open Chess Championship with a 
$63,300 prize fund! Most of you 
have seen many Weikel tourna- 
ments and we've received many 
compliments on our tournaments 
but I give you my personal pledge 
that you haven’t seen nothing yet! 
We have many extra special sur- 
prises waiting for you at this one! 
This will be the best Weikel tourna- 
ment of them all by a landslide! We 
hope you can make this historic 
event! 


Continued from page 20 


I.Diaz(1536) 
R.Sferra(2200) 
Round 2 


1.c4 d6 2.g3 Nf6 3.Bg2 e5 4.Nc3 
c6 5.d3 Be7 6.Nf3 Nbd7 7.0-0 0-0 
8.Rb1 a5 9.a3 Re8 10.Nd2 Nf8 11.b4 
ab 12.ab d5 13.c5 Be6 14.f4 ef 15.Rf4 
Ng6 16.Rf1 Ng4 17.Nf3 d4 18.Ne4 h6 
19.h3 N4e5 20.Ne5 Ned 21.Bf4 f6 
22.24 Rf8 23.Ng3 Ng6 24.Qcl Nf4 
25.Qf4 Qd7 26.Nf5 BfdS 27.gf Ra2 
28.Bf3 Rfa8 29.B¢4 (A better try here 
might be to reposition the king and 
work the g-file) Bd8 30.Qe4 Bc7 
31.Qe6+ Qe6 32.fe Kf8 33.Bh5 Ke7 
34.Bf7?? (Arrghh!!) Re2 35.Ral Raa2 
36.Ra2 Ra2 37.Rf2 Ra3 38.Rd2 g5 
39.Rb2 Rd3 40.Ra2 Rb3 41.Ra8 
(Never give up!) Bd8 42.Rd8 
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(Hoping for 42...Kxd8 43.e7+ Kxe7 
44.Bxb3) Rb1+ (No thanks!) O-1 


Continued from page 24 


l.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cx@ 
4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.a4 e5 7.Nbi 
Be6 8.Be2 Nbd7 9.0-0 Be7 10.Be 
0-0 11.f3 Qc7 12.a5 Bc4 13.Bd3 bi 
14.Rf2 b4 15.Na4 d5 16.Bxcé4 dxe/ 
17.Nd2 Rfd8 18.Nb6 Nxb6 19.Bxbi 
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19....Qd7 20.Bxd8 Rxd8 21.Q¢ 
Bce5 22.Nxc4 Bxf2+ 23.Qxf2 Qbi 
24.Qb6 





fa a Stet 
ee a et 
| Oat — 
5 a2 “of 
6 “ a Acie , 
acm age 
= Zo 





WV 








24....Rb8 25.Qxb5 Rxb5 26.Rd1 ti 
27.b3 Rc5 28.Rd6 1-0 
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4 cxds 
5 7.Nbé 

10.Be? 
.Bd3 bi 
c4 dxc4 
| 9. Bxbt 
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The CalChess Calendar of Events 
(*= CalChess discount) last update 1-22-99 


1999 
RA 7 cocci jewensts (Bri-Sun) .5..... Mechanics Amateur (San Francisco) ...5.00..<.5s0cce ects e esses es (JA2) 
MS fy ora vncowenea [SAGE ences Reeciey CUCSS IOC NICS sc. cniscebere wise rtocas stared csdycnndencsenarsns es (AF) 
We 27 LS i wacsacieees (Sat-Sun) oo. NOC ar Siale SOnOlASUC Cod i anes taboos aes (AK) 
Apr 10-1) .....5..-5..4. (Sat-Sun) .......:. LEA ClARS (SIVA) once sec chases ese derasasdsmeracsdacnencene sine (JH) 
Apr. 16-18.............. (Pri-Sim) cs .s.a Mechanics Senior Gar Fran) <.56 oS ce ec Cees (JA2) 
Rie OT sisters cece an (SAE) olecce PYOSHO SPV GAG oboe oo, a nsmceonecsosstecesaasesvnecectenps deen os (DW) 
APh 17 cue cccsienscnns ves ESSE) asc ieee WiGAUA TONOSS FOP on ie cdiv seen caer cece co hes yes Sew anen ios (AF) 
De dD cc eregee ens nees (Sat-Suti) <.....0 jE erg belo) con 8 os 4 Oe oy Sone em ieneemantmee Neer ener ep mretrr ore eae e, (CP) 
NA Paes iears es ceioess SH ie Wisalin Sriie FICC occas se anc cree rccemactcenevereekceees tases osee (AF) 
May 22-23 .0...2--0000-. [Sat-Sund.. 2... SEE POAC COUN coven ss aims sie rolose cc tsu neue ovendensuontrowarsevespsesoons (DW) 
May 29-31 wi. eecescwese (Sat-Mon ......... LIER, MiICTIOTIAN DAY cis ices re tsecnccwen en cesetoss inne ounyen vonevans eee (JH) 
Od Le 1S ccc cc see teens [PriP-Siin)’ 2.5... SS Eee CVC css wos he ion a sce da cane ah ath ound erkaas (MG) 
Aug 10-19.............. OPP eo eka bias eeeces U.S. Open, 9 rounds, Sands Hotel (Reno) .............-....eeeeee (JW) 


Annual Events 
MLK weekend (mid Jan.) (RK) 
Presidents’ Day Weekend: People’s (Berkeley) (DS) 
lst weekend March (Fri-Sun): SF Amateur (JA2) 
State School Championship (last weekend March) 


LERA Memorial Day (JH) LERA Thanksgiving (JH) 


2nd weekend June (Fri-Sun): Stamer (JA2) 

Labor Day weekend (1st weekend Sept.) (TD) 

Last weekend Oct. (Fri-Sun): Western Open (Reno) (JW) 
2nd weekend Nov. (Fri-Sun): Capps (JA2) 





RK = Richard Koepcke, 
2047 Montecito Ave.#30, 
Mountain View 94043 
(650)964-2640 
richard. koepcke@ 
ebay.Sun.COM 

JM =John McCumiskey, 
6700 50th St., 
Sacramento 95823-1306 
(916)428-5532 


Tournament Organizers 


JA =Jeff Andersen, 
P.O. Box 10845, 
Napa 94581 
(707) 251-8175 

JA2= Joan Arbil, 


MG2 = Michael Ghormley, 
5120 Alcott Dr., 
Sacramento 95820 
(916) 388-1601 
mjg99@yahoo.com 


57 Post St., DH = Dan Holbrook, jme-lmce@pacbell.net 
Mechanics Rm408 1220 Elliott #42. CP = Charles Pigg, 

94101 Paradise 95969 429 Vista Ct., Livermore 
(415) 421-2258 (916) 877-3911 94550 
Chessroom@aol.com JH =Jim Hurt, (925)4475067 


= Hans Poschmann, 
4621 Seneca Park Ave.., 
Fremont 94538 

(510) 656-8505 
hspwood2@home.net 


P.O. Box 461, HP 


Tahoma 96142 
(916) 525-7912 
(970) 285-704 1(CO) 
AK = Alan Kirshner, 


TD =Tom Dorsch, 
P.O. G0x 7453, 
Menlo Park 94026 
(415)322-0955. 

JE =James Eade, 


021 Fanita Way, 66 Indian Hill Plaza, JP =Jimmy Plumb, 
Menlo Park 94025 Fremont 94539 1878 W. 11 St. #144, 
(415)328-9785 (510) 657-1586 Tracy 95376 


AF = Allan Fifield, hegemon@hooked.net (209)823-0511, 


POBox 27, AK2= Adrian Keatinge-Clay, hereshope9@nreach.com 
Visalia 93279 P.O. Box 10649 DS = Doug Shaker, 
(559) 734-2784 Stanford University 2030 Mills Ave.., 


MG = Mike Goodall. 94309 Menlo Park 94025 
461 Peachstone Terr., (415)497-0589 (415)854-2545 
San Rafael 94903 adrianke@leland. doug@theshakers.org 


(415) 491-1269 stanford.edu SS = Steve Smallwood, 
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1028 Cassia Way, 
Sunnyvale 94086 
(408) 247-8510 
stephen677@aol.com 


DW = Dennis Wajckus, 


5924 E. Illinois Ave.., 
Fresno 93727-3566 
(559) 252-4484 


JW =Jerome Weikel, 





6578 Valley Wood Dr.., 
Reno NV 89523 
(702) 747-1405 


Tournament Clearinghouse 
Don Wolitzer 
2130 Mercury Rd. 
Livermore, CA 94550 
(925) 455-4119 
dwolitzer@ aol.com 


Send tournament reports 


_ and annotated games to CCJ: 


Allan Fifield 
PO Box 27 
Visalia 93279-0027 
(559) 734-2784 


102033,3421 @compuserve.com | 


jostensvis @ aol.com 








\ 345 N. ARLINGTON AVE., RENO, NEVADA 89501 
(702) 348-2200 - TOLL FREE RESERVATIONS (800) 648-3553 





The Sands Regency is pleased to announce a history making event... 


THE 100TH U.S. OPEN CHESS TOURNAMENT 
Reno, Nevada 9 Round Swiss August 10-19, 1999 


$63,300.00 Prize Fund - UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED! 
(Largest U.S. Open Prize Fund Ever!!!) 


200 Grand Prix Points (15 Places!) Ist - $10,000 - 5,000 - 2,500 - 2,000 - 
1,500 - 1,400 - 1,300 - 1,200 - 1,100 - 1,000 - 900 - 800 - 700 - 600 - 500 
(2300-2399) 1st - $2,000 - 1,000 (2,200 - 2,299) 1st - $2,000 - 1,000 


7 Places Paid in Each Class! 
Expert a © “es toe ay Ee 
2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 1,500 1,000 
1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 500 


700 700 700 700 400 
500 500 500 500 500 300 
300 300 300 300 300 200 
200 200 200 200 200 200 
200 200 200 200 200 200 





Entry Fee: $140 Hotel Rates: $59, $89 Friday-Saturday (10 day stay averages just $65/day!) 


BUT WAIT! THE LARGE PRIZE FUND IS ONLY PART OF THE STORY! 
* — Rings plus trophies awarded to all champions - commemorative pins to all players 
* Free coffee every round - post bulletin sent to all players - sets and boards provided 
¢ Players registration book - signatures of all players to be sent to the USCF archives 
to represent this historic event! 
* GM & IM Workshops, Clinics, Lectures and Simuls - Plenty of side chess tourneys 
¢ Plus a few extra (secret!) special surprises!! 


SO PLAN YOUR TRIP FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY NOW - PLENTY 
TO DO IN THE BEAUTIFUL RENO/LAKE TAHOE AREA! 


Beautiful Lake Tahoe - M.S. Dixie Paddlewheeler Cruise - Ponderosa Ranch (TV’s Bonanza) - 
Squaw Valley Tram - Virginia City (Go Back 140 Years in Time to an Authentic Silver Mining 
Town) - Pan for Real Gold - Ride a Steam Engine Train - Carson City Railroad Museum - Donner 
Party Museum - Wild Island (Water Park and More) - Fleishmann Planetarium - Pioneer Theater - 
Reno Style Entertainment - Casino Gaming - Shows - Gaming Tournaments - Plus MUCH MORE 





On behalf of my wife, Fran and my family, the entire TD staff and the Sands Regency Hotel 
Casino, we would like to extend to all of you a personal invitation to this historic 100th U.S. Open 
in Reno, Nevada, the 1993 USCF Chess City of the Year. Along with the USCF we will do our 
best to bring you a most memorable event!! Jerry Weikel, Chief TD 





FAX # (702) 348-2226 
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EDITOR'S repor 


USCF is caught between a rock and a hard spot with an increasing numbet 
discounted scholastic memberships and a declining number of full-price adult me 
berships. Scholastic chess continues to grow at all levels and is well covered in} 
issue with reports on the Sojourner Truth, Santa Clara, and Stockton kid’s toun 
ments. Meanwhile, the current USCF election campaign (for those of us lucky eno, 
to be allowed to vote) is dominated by discussions of a reborn financial crisis due ti 
declining adult membership. The rocketing growth of the I.C.C. (The Internet Chi 
Club) is certainly a major factor and Steve Cohen has contributed a major article on! 
history and inner-workings of USCF’s largest competitor. USCF’s very survival 
well depend on how the challenge of the Internet and the I.C.C. is handled. 

Chess Life recently gave significant coverage to a pairing controversy involv 
GM Walter Browne at the American Open this last November. Briefly stated, Wal 
was one of four players who were in the top three different score groups. Some 
these players had played each other and some were forced due specific colors. 1 
local TD’s choose to pair one of the top players down two score groups to a fourth se 
group. When I looked at the situation as outlined in the article. it was easy for: 
experienced TD to see that there was a valid paring within the top four that gave 
good as color allocation as the posted pairings. Walter has a good point that this 
a significantly bad pairing. The organizers advanced a weak argument in Chess! 
that the pairing was required to avoid extreme rating differentials but the differenti 
were really not extreme enough to justify dropping a player down two score groups. 
addition, it was argued that the pairing was the preferred one by SwissSys. Swiss9 
has it’s quirks (most notably with color allocation and board number placement) bul 
is difficult to understand how SwissSys did not find the more desirable alternal 
pairing. It would be interesting to run some tests with SwissSys with the compl 
data from this situation. Regardless of the supposed quirks of a pairing program, a! 
is still responsible for proper pairings. 

“To error is human” and your editor is all too human. The lovely and charm 
young lady identified as Marie Mont-Reynard in our Autumn 98 issue is really ki 
Weikel of Reno. Mike Goodall points out the Berislav Santic is from Bosnia (and 1 
from “Bosina”) in our Winter issue. On a more serious note, while I do stand by i 
comments on the situation in Southern Nevada in the Winter issue. I did not meal 
tar whole area. In particular, the crew associated with the National Open inl 
Vegas each year deserves the highest praise from all chess players. There are af, 
bad apples in the barrel in the Las Vegas area and while they do deserve to be © 
demned, there are also many fine players and TD’s in Glitter Gulch. 

Please continue to send your submissions for the CCJ to: California Chess Jat! 
nal, PO Box 27, Visalia CA 93279-0027 Northern California is a big state and! 
only way I can report on chess in your area is with your help. The deadline ! 
submissions for the next issue of CCJ is August 20th. 





This issue is dedicated to the memory of Valdimir Pafneutief. 
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by 
Eric Schiller 


Garry Kasparov with 
Jordy Mont-Reynaud, 
Philip Wang, Vinay Bhat, 
Alex Karnazes and 
Zachary Karnazes. 
Kasparov spent an hour 
answering questions at 
Stanford. 


Photo by Eric Schiller 


Garry Kasparov gave a Presi- 
dential lecture at Stanford Univer- 
sity on April 22nd. His address 
drew an overflow crowd in the 700- 
seat hall. The fire marshalls had 
to intervene several times in an at- 
tempt to control the crowd. He 
started his day meeting with Chess 
City Magazine publisher Avery 
Cardoza and editor Eric Schiller. 
He addressed Stanford’s Slavic 
department and lunched with fac- 
ulty members and aé_ few 
chessplayers including Stanford 
Chess Club President, National 
Master Adrian Keatinge-Clay. Then 
he entertained the chess club for 
an hour, discussing many issues 
in contemporary chess. We'll get to 
that later. Let’s follow Kasparov's 
afternoon schedule. 

Stanford’s chess team finished 
third at the Pan American Inter- 
collegiate, but beat champion 
UMBC on their home turf in a re- 
venge match. With Phillip Wang 
joining the team next year, and 
other stars expressing interest, the 
team has grand aspirations. They 
are thrilled that Stanford is con- 


sidering making chess a varsity 
sport! Left to right: Adrian 
Keatinge-Clay, Erik Stuart, Garry 
Kasparov, Etan Ilfield, Mike Aigner. 

After the Kasparov chat, the 
players enjoyed an outdoor blitz 
tournament on the beautiful 
Stanford campus. Vinay took both 
games from me enroute to a con- 
vincing tournament win. It was a 
very strong tournament and I fin- 
ished among the prize winners. Not 
bad for the “old man” in this 
prodigy filled event. Palo Alto has 
an abundance of chess activities, 
on and off campus. 

Kasparov's address covered 
many topics, including the famous 
match against Deeper Blue, where 
he continues to voice suspicions 
about some of the moves, particu- 
larly the famous conclusion to 
game two. He reissued his chal- 
lenge to any machine, but stipu- 
lates that this time the match must 
be played under fair rules, not ex- 
hibition conditions. He insists that 
Deeper Blue, now dismantled, 
never took its “drug test”. Only by 
providing the uncensored print- 





outs of the critical moments will 
IBM prove its slim match victory 
was an honest one. His main fo- 
cus, however, was on the status of 
chess as a sport. He gave detailled 
evidence to support his contention 
that the pressure involved in a 
chess tournament, over a period 
of consecutive days or weeks, has 
physical effects which qualify chess 
as a bona fide sport. 

Kasparov clearly scored some 
points! The members of the distin- 
guished panel of academics readily 
agreed with him. Stanford Cardi- 
nal head football coach Troy 
Willingham may have surprised 
the audience when he agreed that 
chess should be considered as a 
varsity sport. Recognition by a 
prestigious athletic department, 
and Stanford is one of the best, 
would go a long way to help estab- 
lishing chess at all college cam- 
puses. Willingham was clearly im- 
pressed with Kasparov's perfor- 
mance, and was an eager partici- 
pant in this panel. 

Article and photo copyright by 
Eric Schiller, all rights reserved. w@ 
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Vladimir Pafneutief (1913-1999) 


If Art can ever be diminished by 
the loss of an aficionado, than chess 
has suffered from the passing of 
Vladimir Pafneutief. Born in the 
province of Viatka, his family moved 
to Harbin, in Northern China, where 
Vladimir learned to play chess at 
the age of twelve. He won his first 
tournament in 1929 and kept the 
book given to him as the first place 


prize for the remainder of his days. 
The next move was to San Fran- 


cisco in 1930, where he first 


stepped into the chess room of the 
Mechanics Institute. He was to 
become a lifetime member, and will 
be among the first inductees into 
its Hall of Fame. One of his final 
tournament appearances resulted 
in a first place tie in the 1987 US 
Senior Open. 


That was one of many victo- 
ries in his 58 year playing career. 
He finished at or near the top in 
most of the important events in 
Washington, Oregon and Califor- 
nia over that time. He was a con- 
tributor to “Modern Chess Open- 
ings”, published four chess com- 
positions, and represented North- 
ern California four times as Board 
one in its then annual match with 
Southern California. He was also 
one of the participants in the Hol- 
lywood International of 1952. 

However, Vladimir valued 
something more from chess than 
mere victory. He was one of those 
rare people who continuously 
sought, and often found, beauty in 
the art of chess. The ultimate ex- 
pression of this beauty, according 


to Vladimir, would be found ;; 
combination. His book “Hy 
Create Combinations” was an, 
ing laid at Caissa’s feet, but 
also dedicated to his loving 
Eugenia, who survives him. 

Trained by Professor Tetr 
Monotti of the Milan Conservg 
Vladimir gave professional con 
throughout his adult life. He 
also an accomplished tennis p] 
He will be best remembere 
many of us, however, for ther 
students of his who, throug} 
instruction, learned to both q 
and appreciate beauty on the¢ 
board. 


Jim Eade 


Viadimir Pafneutief “How to Create Combination: 


Undoubtedly if Vladimir 
Pafneutief would have chosen chess 
as a profession, he would have 
achieved the Grandmaster title. He 
pursued doctoral studies in music 
at Stanford and chose to be a singer. 
As a bass-baritone, he gave many 
memorable concerts. He excelled 
also as a tennis professional 
(ranked third in national doubles), 
umpire and coach. Vladimir’s most 
successful pupil was Rose Mary 
Casals. 

Vladimir Pafneutief was born on 
September 4, 1912 in Kazan, Rus- 
sia. His father owned a large estate 
where Vladimir lived happily until 
the Russian revolution broke out 
and the family had to flee Russia. 
After several turbulent years 
Vladimir settled in California in 
1930 where he enjoyed life with his 
wife Eugenia. 

Vladimir won many important 
tournaments and played many in- 
teresting games. Sixty-one of his 


A Review 
by Val Zemitis 


games are included in his book 
How to Create Combinations pub- 
lished in 1996 by Hypermodern 
Press. His style of play was combi- 
national. In every game Vladimir 
tried to place his pieces to cooper- 
ate in executing some idea as the 
following famous game illustrates. 


V. Pafneutief 
B. Antman 
Santa Monica, 1968 Slav 
Defence (D16) 


1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Nf3 
dxc4 5.a4 Bg4 6.Ne5 Bhd 7.Bg5 
Qad 8.Qd2! 





8....05 9.g4! Nxg4 10.Bg2! } 
li.dxe5S b4 I12.Rd1-Qc7 Ia 
cxb5 14.Bxa8 c3 15.Qda 
16.axb5! c2 17.0-0! cxd1Q 18.2 
Bg4 19.Qd4! Qd7 
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20.bxa6 Qxd4 21.Rxd4 Bd7 2: 
Nc6 23.Rxd7! Nxa7 24.Rxa7 | 
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ELEVENTH ANNUOAL—-1999 


WILFRED GOODWIN MEMORIAL 


San Mateo-Burlingame Chess Club Championship 


Dates: Consecutive THURSDAYS---- starting----- OCTOBER 7, 1999 at 7:30p Schedule: 
Rds-10/7, 10/14, 10/21, 10/28, 11/4, 11/11, 11/18. Tiebreaking playoff games 
(Game/20) determine winners, if needed, on Dec 2. 


Place: Burlingame Chess Club (Lions Hall), 990 Burlingame Ave, Burlingame. 
Web: www.BurlingameChessClub.com 

Time: Register 6:30- 7:30p at site...Pre-registration highly recommended 

Format: USCF Rated, 7 Round OPEN Swiss & Reserve Section U1200, Game/2hrs, S.D. 


Oct 98 Supplement Ratings or Latest BCC Crosstable will be used. Any player may 
compete in Open Division. 


Prizes: First Place: Club Champion Trophy & $200 
DIVISIONAL WINNERS, Expert,A,B,C,D,E,Unr.---Divisional Placers receive trophy or gift. 


Directions:From S.F.> take 101-South to Broadway Exit (Burlingame), past one stoplight, left on Carolan, one 
mile, see tennis courts on left, take left on Burlingame Ave, go % block to parking lot and Lions Hall Bldg on left. 
From San Jose> take 101-North to Peninsula Ave Exit (Burlingame), go ~ 2 mile West, passing 2 stoplights, see 
Putnam Buick on right, take right on Anita Rd, go 3 blocks to Burlingame Ave, turn left, % block to Lions parking 
lot on right. 


Tournament Director & Information: Scott Wilson 650-355-9402 Asst TD: Gerry Manis 


Entry Fees : Adult BCC members - $20 ... Non-members - $65 ...(adult USCF $40/yr) Required 
Junior BCC members - $ 15... Non-member Jrs - $40 ...(Jr USCF-$12o0r1 7/yr) 


**USCF & CLUB MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED. Non-member Fee includes 1 yr BCC Membership. USCF 
Membership costs shown are for | yr. 


Wilfred Goodwin Memorial Club Championship OPEN-Entry Form 


Name Rating 
Club Exp Date USCF# USCF Exp Date 
Address Ziv 
Home Phone(____) AGE___(If under 18 JUNIOR)Birthdate 
Work Phone ( ) Email Address @ 


Circle your Fee: $20-adultMemEntry $15-jrMemEntry $45-adultClubDues $25-jrClubDues 
$40-adult USCF (Chess Life) $17-jr USCF (Chess Life) $12-jr USCF( School Mates) 


Total Fees Enclosed: $ (Checks payable to Burlingame Chess Club) Today's Date: 












Mail to: S. Scott Wilson, 380 Esplanade Ave #109, Pacifica, CA 94044 


SS 
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Vinay Bhat - State K-12 Cham- 
pion for the second year run- 
ning 





I am a perfectionist and that 
means I will never be happy no 
matter how many players attend my 
tournaments, nor how many com- 
pliments I receivefor a job well done. 
However, I was the closest I have 
come to being completely satisfied 
with the 1999 California State Scho- 
lastic Championships. I held this 
years tournament on the weekend 
of March 26 through March 28 at 
the Santa Clara Convention Center. 
This was the same venue as last 
year-but in a different setting. In- 
stead of a number of rooms set 
aside for different divisions with a 
total of 13,000 square feet, this year 
I held the tournament in one large 
area of 50,000 square feet. I was 
even able to obtain about 7,000 
square feet for a parent/skittles 
room, albeit, I could use more space 
for this waiting area. 

Once again we broke the record 
on player attendance with 776 reg- 
istered. Last year, 730 players 
signed-up for this competition. We 
have almost doubled the number of 
players since Tom Dorsch and | 
obtained the tournament due to Ray 
Orwig’s retirement three years ago. 
Ray, who is the coach of the many 
time State Champion Team of Saint 
Mark’s of San Rafael, ran the North- 
ern California Championship for 11 
years. Tom withdrew his sponsor- 








The CalChess Steh 


Alan M. Kirshner 


All photos by Richard Shorman 


ship and help this year due to other 
commitments. So I ran the Cham- 
pionships alone this year and will 
do so again for one more year. Next 
year, 2000, we will celebrate the 
25th anniversary of this tourna- 
ment. I thought this would be the 
ideal time to step down and let 
someone else deal with any future 
Y2K+ problems. 

This year, I placed the entries 
on the internet so people could 
check. I must admit that this was 


a more trying task then I had imag- 
ined, but most people appreciated 
my effort. 


I know that some indi- 
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Bonnie Yost, TD 


viduals would have preferred the 
entries grouped by divisions, how- 
ever, more computer savvy indi- 
viduals were able to sort them in 
Excel. Maybe next year I will be 
able to get some help on data entry 
and provide the entries in a num- 
ber of different formats. Also new 
this year were the commemorative 
pins I provided each player. 

I added an eighth division this 
year, K-8 Under 850. This means 






that all the sections, but the 7 Bisho 
dergarten and High School (k, feated 
had Junior Varsity sections. Ing High ' 
of the eight divisions I awardg the cl 
minimum of 15 individual trophj had e 
Well, not exactly. All Kindergay name! 


players received a trophy. Whe 
tie occurred at place 15, rather th 
use tie breaks leaving some q 
dren with the same score wi 

an award, I gave trophies do 

the next place. In a few divisj 
the number of trophies I aw. | 
went into the mid-20’s. I awar 
medals for best grade level andi 
rating performances. Next yea 
will provide trophies for the 
awards. All the individual vi 
also received a deluxe copy of 

excellent learning program, Ch 
Mentor. I was happy to have Cit 
Mentor as our sponsor this yea 

In all the divisions, except] 
Kindergarten, I awarded five schi 
team trophies and one club té 
trophy. The top four players ont 
winning team received medals) 
trophies. Next year, I intend toi 
crease the number of club te 
awards and provide plaques for! 
winning team members and th 
coach. 

I started the weekend with 
Friday night blitz tournameni 
held it at the Santa Clara Marri 
our Official hotel. I could not! 
serve enough rooms at the Wes 
Hotel that is attached to the C 
vention Center. They had book 
three other conventions that we 
end. The Marriott is a beautiful! 
tel with a free shuttle to Gr 
America, but none to the airpor 
to the Convention Center. The |: 
of transportation caused some 
our parents problems. I also col 
not get the Convention Center! 
the blitz and so I paid for a room 
the Marriott. Less then 40 indivi 
als played that night. Ha 
Poschmann directed this warm 
tournament. Julius Mercardo 
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Bishop O'Dowd High School de- 
feated David Brown of Bellermine 
High School in a playoff game for 
the championship trophy as they 
had equal scores in the main tour- 
nament. 





Chess is hard! 


I considered canceling the blitz 
for 2000 because of the miniscule 
turnout. After I was able to get the 
Convention Center to toss in a Fri- 
day night room free for next year’s 
championships (April 7-9), I decided 
to keep the three year old blitz tra- 
dition alive. 

Saturday morning at 7 AM saw 
all the directors and helpers scram- 
bling to get the massive exhibit hall 
ready for the onslaught of players 
for the 10 AM opening round. | 
was amazed how fast all the color 
coordinated chessboards and signs 
for the eight divisions got set up. 
By 9 AM we had the helpers in their 
red T-shirts, under the expert di- 
rection of Stephanie Blatt, stationed 
at the doors and monitoring the four 
telephone banks in our area of the 


Convention Center. Last year, we 
had 20 false 911 calls during the 
tournament. This year we had 
none. The parent volunteers also 
did a beautiful job controlling the 
children entering and leaving the 
playing area. They even set upa 
system where they kept the younger 
children by the doors until their 
parents retrieved them to go to the 
skittles/waiting area. To put it 
bluntly, there would be no Califor- 
nia Chess State Scholastic Cham- 
pionship if it were not for all these 
beautiful volunteers. I wish I could 
name each one in this article, but 
the list of names alone would fill this 
magazine. So besides the red T- 
shirts and tournament pins they got 
to keep, I would like to once again 
express my everlasting gratitude to 
all of you-oh, and I hope you will 
volunteer again next year. :0) 

I would like to thank all the 
tournament directors by name, 
however. I can at least fit them into 
a paragraph. Thank you, thank 
you, thank you: Allan Fifield (Chief 
TD), Hans Poschmann, Richard 
Koepke, Riley Hughes, Kurt Jacobs, 
David Gross, Doug Shaker, Robert 
Lee, Bonnie Yost, Steve Seegmiller, 
Peter Brett, Steve Simler, Nick 
Ayala, Rob Nicholson, Dennis 


Jessica Matto, TD 
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Alexander Setzefandt and his 
mother celebrate! 


Alfaro, Sujay Roy and Bob Blatt. 

On to the results (if you are 
interested in the complete results 
you can gO to http:// 
calchess.webjump.com/ 
Results. html): 

K-12 Championship (High 
School): For the second straight 
year, in round 6, Vinay Bhat (2423) 
defeated Jordy Mont-Reynaud 
(2343) for first place and the right 
to represent Northern California 
in the Denker Tournament of 
State High School Champions. 
Last year, Vinay was still in Jun- 
ior High School. Andy Lee (2119) 
went undefeated with 5.5 out of 6 


Continued on page 28 


4 . i SS 
a 
* . ‘ 
*% SRR Oe oo oe, 
I os abe he bE eae a oll ai i, 


meee 


California Chess Journal Spring 1999 








by John P M°Cumiskey 





Keith Yost 7° Grade Champion 
May 15" and 16", the Califor- 
nia State Grade Level Champion- 
ship returned to Stockton’s San 
Joaquin Delta Community Col- 
lege, the site of the event two 
years ago. To conduct the tourna- 
ment, local sponsorships were 
gathered for the 266 player event 
by organizer Dr. William 
McDonald, Vice President of the 
North Stockton Rotary. North 
Stockton Rotary’s Phil Laughlin 
worked with San Joaquin Delta 
College to secure the playing site. 
This was Northern California’s 
first time running the tourna- 
ment for grades kindergarten 
through 12 (in previous years, this 
was a grades K-8 tournament). 
The Stockton Sunrise Rotary’s 
President, Nancy Slatten, and 
lunch chairman Joe Kaeslin, con- 
tinued the “free lunch” tradition 
started at the 1997 event. Addi- 
tional help was provided by North 
Stockton Rotary’s Robert Hunefeld 
as he garnered a sponsorship from 
99 Speedway of Stockton, while 
Joe Kaeslin obtained a donation 


Photo by Allan Fifield 


from his employer, Hormel. 
The seventh edition of this 
all-California scholastic tourna- 
ment using the USCF grade level 
approach was the brain-child of 
Dr. Alan Kirshner. Prior to the 
inaugural event in 1993, the 
“states” of Northern California 
and Southern California, as di- 
vided by USCF, held their own 
championship events. The tour- 
nament rotates between North 
and South annually. Normally, 
the winners of this event are the 
only California champions, but 
with Southern California partici- 
pants attending the Elementary 
School Nationals in Phoenix, that 
was not the case this year. 
John M‘Cumiskey headed the 
tournament director staff which 
included floor directors Don 
Copeland, Dr. Alan Kirshner, Rob- 
ert Lee, Tom M*Cumiskey, and 
Doug Shaker, and pairings direc- 
tor Jimmy Plumb. North Stock- 
ton Rotary President Floyd Barnes 
assisted Plumb with tournament 
pairings. Due to a recurring 
“glitch” with the pairings in one 
of the grades, Dr. Kirshner, in ad- 
dition to his work on the floor, also 
helped out in the pairing room. 
John Bertilacchi, Volunteer 
Chairman from the North Stock- 
ton Rotary, was masterful in put- 
ting together a staff of volunteers 
who helped on the floor with get- 
ting the participants seated, re- 
sults running, crowd control, and 
many, many other details of the 
event. Steve Seegmiller, 1997 
tournament organizer now living 
in southern California, came to 
Stockton to assist in the event. 
The others volunteering their 
time to the event were Andy 
Chesley, Jeff Larsen, Pat 
Beckham, Dennis DelPaine, 
Craig Mitchell (of the North Stock- 
ton Rotary), Barbara Klinger, Kelly 
Oglesby, Carolyn McDonald, 
Megan McCormick, Neda Kharazi, 





1999 California State Grade Level Championship 


Thomas McDonald (from the |; 
coln Interact Club), Joyce Die 
Joanne Alexander, Carlin Mil 
Annie Bertilacchi, and Dani¢ 
Hake. 

Thanks also to Jay Blem| 
bringing National Chess 4 
Games concession to Stocki 
again. In addition to providing} 
sets for the tournament, Jay 9 
chess equipment at very reas 
able prices. 

The players in grades 4 
played four rounds on Saturé 
and two rounds on Sunday. 7 
K-3 participants played four gan 
on Sunday. Sunday afternoon, | 
Rotary held it’s free lunch to; 
tournament participants, dir 
tors, and volunteers. Needless 
say, the food and drink disappear 
quickly! 

The Kindergarten champion 
Yuki Siegrist of the Berkel 
Chess School (the Berkel 
Chess School is not a recognit 
academic school, but a school! 
chess) who won all four of} 
games. Tatsuro Yamamura of! 
Marks School of San Rafael fi 
ished second and Tau Jeng oft 
Challenger School of Fremont ¥ 
third. All eight kindergarten p 
ticipants went home with ti 
phies. Weibel Elementary Sch 
won the team event. 

Alex Kaplan of St. Mati 
School is the first grade champi 
this year, finishing with a pert 
score of 4. Margot Boorman, @ 
of St. Marks finished in seco 
place with Berkeley Che 
School’s Mahnoosh Moghadan ii 
ishing third. St. Marks wont 
first grade team event. 

Second grade co-champi0i 
are Corey Chang, Berkeley Che 
School, and Devin Abbott. Ti 
each finished the schedule wi 
4 points. A playoff ensued wW 
Corey winning the big tropl 
Brian Tsui of Weibel Element# 
School finished third. Weibel wi 
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the team event, with Argonaut 
School San Jose finishing second 
and Valley Oaks School third. 





School: First place, Alexander 
Tseung; second place, Victor Wei; 
third place, Stephen Tu. Weibel 
also won the last of its five team 
championships, with St. Marks in 
second and Edna Brewer School in 
third place. 








the |; In the seventh grade section, 
ce Die Keith Yost, Fresno Chess Acad- 
n Mil emy, was victorious with a perfect 
Danié score of 6, followed by Nathan Lee, 
Chinese Christian School of San 
Blem| 6 Leandro, in second place and Gary 
25g q 5 Huang, Harker Academy of 
Stock ¢ Cupertino, in third place. St. 
iding | E Marks took the team title with 
Jays ¢ Stockton’s Marshall Middle School 
reas & in second followed by Biggs Middle 
. | School from Biggs. 
les 4) 5 By far the largest section of 
saturi 2 et NaS the tournament was eighth grade ese 
. 3 aft tera | with 44 entries. Deb Akash of : ‘ ‘ oe 
» A Gabe Gordon 3 Grade Cham- = Union City scored 5.5 points to win oe Peer sate ais 
. eae pion 
100n, | Pon the event, with Orinda’s Michael 
ch to: Lum in second place and Christo- . 
5. dir Third grade champion Gabriel pher Pascal, Fremont Middle High defeated co-champion Rich- 
adless Gordon from Berkeley Chess School of Stockton, in third. A ard Vang ss ee Ses eee 
appear School had to go toa playoffto gain third team trophy went to St. High to win the twelith grade a 
the title over second place finisher Marks, with Biggs Middle School place trophy. Franklin's Mahmou 
mpion Sharon Tseung of Weibel. Third _ finishing second and Marshall in Daher finished in third place. nae 
3erke) Place was taken by Berkeley _ third place. team event was won by Franklin, 
3erke; Chess School’s Daichi Siegrist. The ninth grade section saw with Luther Burbank of pee 
cogniz Weibel won team title with Argo- yet another playoff, this time be- and Children's Home of Stockton 
chool{ aut School in second and Grass tween  co-champions _ Kris finishing third. . 
r oft Valley School of Oakland finish- | MacLennan, Berkeley Chess Next years combined state 
ra off ing third. Academy, and Anthony Nguyen. event will be held in Southern 
fael a In the fourth grade section, Kris was the winner and received ee ee a oe — 
1g off Daniel Schwarz of Sacramento's the first place trophy. Anthony ee ea oe oo ¥ = 
jonty Shalom School Chess Club and _ received the second place trophy. ee me a a ? _ conera we 
ten » Alexander Wu drew with each Kevin Sevilla finished third. Biggs As Ee ae - 2 ae 
ith tr other in the 4 round on their way High School won the team trophy, eee eens ; 7 “ io : - 
y Sch ‘0 posting scores of 5.5 for a first with Sacramento's Luther Will consider bidding oo - ore 
place tie. In the playoff, Daniel Burbank High in second and California State a Sve 
Mat defeated Alexander to win the Children’s Home of Stockton in CRe Re aee they New 
hampi fourth grade trophy. In third place __ third place. are Ua es 
1 perk Was Charles Fang of Weibel. Biggs High School’s Eduardo eeeeeeeeceseeveeeeoececs 
1an, a 44t: Marks finished first in the Corona won the tenth grade title : 
seco team event with Weibel taking witha score of 5.5. Franklin High , NEXT EB 
Che the second place trophy. won the team title with Biggs High e » 
dan fi Weibel player Timothy Ma is School Second and Rit ae a : 
; the fifth grade champion, followed Home of Stockton finishing third. 6 e 
va by Ricky Yu, Picsion Valley of Fre- Mission San Jose High 5 su BM ISSION e 
1m pid! oe in second place and Neil School's Oe eee 2 2 
é ao, also of Weibel, in third was the eleventh grade champion~ e % 
zs “a place. The fifth grade team cham- with 6 points. Jonathon 2 DEADLINE if C 
ile wi Pion is Weibel with Grass Valley Baughman finished second. The , e 
yi 1 second place. Team title went to Children’s”) e ® 
‘cae The winners of the first three Home of Stockton. AU GU ST 20 . 
menté places in the sixth grade section In the final playoff of the 6 . 
bel w C2me from Weibel Elementary event, Joseph Torres of Franklin @ e 
eceee0ed0e00e20e202020202008080808080 
ee eee 
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Sojourner ©Cuuth 


Chess ‘ Cournament for Cjivls 
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Truth 


About two years ago, my 
daughter showed some interest in 
chess, but she had absolutely no 
interest in playing with boys. She 
would play chess with me, she 
would play with her younger 
brother and she would play with 
other girls — but never with males 
from outside the family. Later, 
when I began hosting a lunch- 
time chess activity at the local el- 
ementary school, I noticed that 
most of the girls there felt the 
Same way. Playing with other 
girls was great; playing with boys 
was “Yuck!” Finally, the light 
went on and I realized I should 
organize a chess tournament for 
girls only. On January 9 and 
10, 1999, in Palo Alto, we had the 
Sojourner Truth Chess Tourna- 
ment for Girls. 

Readers of the California 
Chess Journal will know that this 
is not the first girls’ chess tour- 
nament in the Bay area. In May 
1937, 17 wirrls Srom’ Berkeley 
Chess School and the Weibel 
chess program met in a team 


Teresa Findley (1 ) 
and Trisha Lian (r ) 
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Doug Shaker: TD and Organizer of Sojourner 


by 
Doug Shaker 


event, playing against 
22 girls from Nelson 
Hanton’s middle school 
program in Seattle- 
Tacoma. However, the 
turnout for the So- 
journer Truth tourna- 
ment showed how 
much girls’ chess has 
grown in the last two 
years. Over 100 girls 
entered the event, 
with entrants from 
Washington, Idaho, 
Arizona, Northern and 
Southern California. 
Pa Thirty “girls” from 
Nelson Hanton’s pro- 
gram flew down from 
Tacoma, just to be in 
the tournament. We also had 
large contingents from the Weibel 
program in Fremont, the Grass 
Valley program in Oakland, and 
the chess program in Biggs, Cali- 
fornia. 

The tournament was a five 
round swiss, with girls in Kinder- 
garten through sixth grade play- 
ing all five rounds on Saturday 
with a G/30 control. The older 
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girls, seventh grade through high 
school, played three rounds on 
Saturday and two on Sunday, with 
a Slower time control of G/60. The 
tournament was organized as a 
grade level event, with different 


Br le # hie 
Mie. SEL MS | 


FF 


California Chess Journal Spring 1999 


sections for each grade level. yj, 
played in the dining room of a Pa 
Alto girls’ school, Castilleja Schog 
It was a very nice site, with a larg 
room for chess and access to; 
lounge for skittles, analysis, ar 
all the boisterous activity tha 
children enjoy. 

Some parents asked why I name 
the tournament for Sojourne 
Truth. The truth is that I asked; 
large number of women for sug 
gestions for names. Two of th 
names most frequently men 
tioned where Eleanor Roosevel 
and Sojourner Truth. You ar 
probably familiar with Mrs 
Roosevelt, but you may need song 
background on Sojourner Truth 
She was born a slave in 1797 i 
New York. She was freed in 182] 
when slavery became illegal it 
New York. She later became: 
inspiring and effective speaker fo 
women’s rights and abolition. The 
speech for which she is best knov 
is called Ain’t Ia Woman? and cat 
be found on the web at http:]| 


pueiebacs igitals ojourn.org| . 


speech.htmlL 
We were able to print up pre 


grams for all of the participants &, 
in the tournament. Each prograt Mi, 
had a short history of Sojourne &, 


Truth, a copy of her speech, ani 


room to record all five games i! *, 


the tournament. 
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Saturday evening, after the 
rounds for the day were done, 
Jennie Frenklakh was able to stop 
by before returning to her studies 
at Boston University. Jennie has 
a rating of 2156 and is ranked 
number 13 among women chess 
players in the United States. She 
gave a Short speech encouraging 
the entrants to continue with 
chess, then she staged a wonder- 
ful simultaneous’ exhibition. 
There were 35 boards, with per- 
haps a third of them being played 
by parents. Some of the parents 
were exceptionally strong opposi- 
tion, but Jennie managed to win 
on 31 boards, draw on two and lose 
on only two. It was wonderful to 
see her, immaculately dressed in 
a stylish black suit, going from 
board to board, beating everyone 
in sight. Jennie was also gra- 
cious enough to sign autographs 
for anyone who asked. 

We were able to supply tro- 
phies down to tenth place or ties 
thereof. The first place winners 
were: Kindergarten, Karsten 
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- The House of Staunton 


. chess sets and boards 
were selected for "\ 
z 

use on the 
top tables at the 
1998 U.S. Open 


Chess Championships. 
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Acclaimed world-wide as the finest 
Staunton pattern chess sets ever produced! 


McVay of Foster City; First grade, 
Kristen Findlay of Boise, Idaho; 
Second grade, Ankita Roy of Fre- 
mont; Third grade, Marina Asami 
of Irvine; Fourth grade, Ewelina 
Krubnik of Alameda; Fifth grade, 
Mikaila Leonardi of Seattle, 
Washington; Sixth grade, shared 
by Gabriella Kay of Newport Beach 
and Elaine Veksler of Mountain 
View; Seventh grade, Jessica 
Maxwell of Tacoma, Washington; 
Eighth grade, shared by Julieta 
Villalpando of Biggs and Mallory 
Brooke Alpers of San Ramon; 
Ninth and tenth grade, Jocelyn 
Lee of Fremont; Eleventh and 
twelfth grade, Jennifer Allyn of 
Tacoma, Washington. 

While the Sojourner Truth 
tournament was being held in the 
Castilleja dining room, across the 
hall, in the library, the Women’s 
Region XI Open Championship was 
taking place. This event is re- 
ported elsewhere in this issue. 
Colette Mcgruder of Los Angeles 
emerged as the victor in that 
struggle. Hans Poschmann served 
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Fine Chess Sets From 












We also offer an extensive selection 


of fine antique chess sets. 


See our complete line of products including our 


Professional and Player Series chess sets. 
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stributor for Jaques of Letdas 


as the tournament director for the 
women’s tournament. 

Riley Hughes directed the 
high school sections of the girls’ 
tournament. I was aided and abet- 
ted by my family, by Alan 
Kirshner, and many of his Weibel 
program volunteers. My thanks 
to all. We will do it again next 
year. ew 
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Visit our web page at: 
www.chesscafe.com 
Click on House of Staunton logo. 


To receive our 50 page color e 
illustrated catalog send $8.” to: | 


THE HOUSE OF STAUNTON 
2060 Sykes Creek Drive 
Merritt Island, Florida 32953 “ 


407/452-5549 (voice) 
Fax 407/459-1345 
e-mail: feamaratta@aol.com 
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Satisfaction guaranteed or your purchase price will be refunded. 

















Class Place Player Price Score 

OPEN 1-3 WALTER BROWNE 2559 $333 3.5 -0.5 | 
1-3 AARON STEAMS 2321 Davis, Ca. $333 3.5 - 0.5 
1-3 JORDY MONT-REYNAUD 2303 Palo Alto. Ca. Soao 3.5 - 0.5 

EXPERT 1-3 ANTHONY ROZENVASSER 2117 Cupertino, Ca. S267 3.0 - 1.0 
1-3 LEV FRENKLAKH 2111 Marina, Ca. S267 3.0 - 1.0 
1-3 WALTER WOOD 1961 Berkeley, Ca. S267 3.0 - 1.0 

A 1-2 MICHAEL DA CRUZ 1976 Salida, Ca. S280 3.0 =o 
1-2 MICHAEL MALONEY 1989 Foster City, Ca. S280 3.5 - 0.5 
3-5 LEVITAN ALEXANDER 1944 San Jose, Ca. S47 3.0 - 1.0 
3-5 MIKE CARDILLO 1907 San Ramon, Ca. S47 3:0 - 18 
3-5 ERIC FINGAL 1857 Santa Cruz, Ca. S47 3.0 - 1.0 

B 1-2 ANDREW MILBURN 1746 Santa Rosa, Ca. S240 3.5 +08 
1-2 JOEY GARCIA 1700 Walnut Creek, Ca. S240 3.5 -0.5 
3-5 TODD MCFARREN 1728 Watsonville, Ca. S40 3.0 - 1.0 
3-5 MICHAEL MARQUE 1698 Antioch, Ca. S40 3.0 - 1.0 
3-5 AKASH DEB 1615 Union City, Ca. S40 3.0 - 1.0 

cS | fa ERIC TOLENTINO 1545 San Francisco, Ca. $200 4.0 - 0.0 
2 -5 CARL ODEGAARD 1491 San Jose, Ca. S50 3.0 - 1.0 
2-5 HAN ZHANG 1298 Palo Alto, Ca. S50 3.0 - 1.0 
2-5 LEN KOZHUKH 1292 Palo Alto, Ca. S50 3.0 - 1.0 
2-5 ALEXANDER SETZEPFANDT 1242 Oakland, Ca. S50 3.0 - 1.0 

D 1* PRAKASH KASIRAJ 1364 San Jose, Ca. S100 4.0-0.0 — 

E -2 TOM MARTELL 1179 San Leandro, Ca. S50 2.5 - la 
1-2 MARI MONT-RENAUD 1174 Palo Alto, Ca. S50 2.5-1.5 

F ta COREY CHANG 820 Redwood City, Ca. $100 2.0 - 2.0 

UNR 1s CARLITO URIZA UNR Daly City, Ca. S100 4.0 - 0.0 

BRILLIANCEY GAME WINNERS: 

OPEN JORDY MONT-REYNAUD, 2303, Palo Alto, S25 

OPEN WALTER WOOD, 1961, Berkeley, S25 

A MICHAEL MALONEY, 1939, Foster City, S25 

B CALIXTO MAGAOAY, 1723, Vallejo, S25 

c LEV PISARSKY, 1283, Sunnyvale, S25 

D TONY NIBLOCK 1372, Mountain View, S25 
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Directors: Jim Hurt assisted by Ted Yudacufski 
Computer Programmer: “PairingPro” 


The 34th Annual 
1999 LERA Penninsula Class Championship; 


APRIL 10-11, 1999 


143 players 
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Mont-Reynaud, J (2303) 
Brown, M (2003) 
[E74] 


1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 
d6 5.Be2 0-0 6.Bg5 c5 7.d5 h6 
9 Bf4 a6 9.Qd2 Kh7 10.h4 bd 
11.cxb5 axb5 12.Bxb5 Nh5 13.Be3 
Qad 14.Be2 fS 15.exf5 Bxf5 16.g4 
Bxc3 17.bxc3 Be4 


a a. tat 
me gtk 


oh 


YNZ a 








faut 


“a On 


18.gxh5 Bxh1l 19.hxg6+ Kxg6 
20.Bxh6 Rg8 21.Qg5+ Kh7 22.Bd3+ 
Kh8 23.Bg7+ Rxg7 24.Qh5+ 1-0 


Wood, W (1961) 
Sanz, J (2136) 
[B90] 


l.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 
4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Be3 Nc6 
7.Be2 g6 8.Qd2 Bg7 9.0-0-0 0-0 
10.f3 Nxd4 11.Bxd4 Be6 12.Kb1 b5 
13.94 Re8 14.g5 Nd7 15.Bxg7 Kxg7 
16.h4 Ned 17.h5 Nce4 18.Qd4+ Kg8 
19.f4 Qb6 20.hxg6 fxg6 21.Nd5 
Bxd5 22.Qxd5+ Kg7 23.Bxc4 Rxc4 
24.Rh2 Rxf4 25.Rdh1 h5 26.gxh6+ 
Kh7 27.Rg2 Qd4 
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28.Rxg6 Kxg6 29.Qg8+ Kf6 30.h7 
Rh4 31.Qf8+ Kg6 32.Qg8+ Kf6 
33.Rfl+ Ke5 34.Qg5+ Ke6 35.Qf5# 
1-0 


Maloney, M (1939) 
Smith, J (1800) 
[B21] 


l.e4 c5 2.d4 exd4 3.c3 dxc3 4.Nxc3 


Nc6 5.Nf3 d6 6.Bc4 e6 7.0-0 Be7 
8.Qe2 Nf6 9.Rd1 Nd7 10.Bf4 Nb6 
11.Nb5 Nxc4 12.Qxc4 0-0 13.Nxd6 
Qb6 14.e5 Rd8 15.Qe4 Qb4 16.Ng5 
Qxe4 17.Ngxe4 h6 18.Racl go 
19.Bg3 Nb4 20.a3 Nd5d 21.Rd2 b6 
922.Nc3 Bxd6 23.exd6 Bb7 24.Be5 
{6 25.Nxd5 fxe5 26.Ne7+ Kf8& 
27.Rc7 Be4 28.Re2 Rxd6 29.f3 Bfd 
30.Rxe5 Rdl1+ 31.Kf2 Rd2+ 32.Kg3 
Rxb2 33.Nxf5 exf5 34.Rxf5+ Kg8 
35.Rf6 Rb3 36.Rg6+ Kh8 37.Kg4 
Rxa3 38.Kh5 Ra2 39.Kxh6 Rxg2 
40.Rh7# 1-0 


Iglesia, E (1536) 
Magaoay, C (1723) 
[B72] 


1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 
4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 g6 6.Be2 Bg7 
7.Be3 0-0 8.Qd2 Nc6 9.0-0-0 Bd7 
10.h4 h5 11.f8 Ned 12.Rdg1 Rc8& 
13.94 hxg4 14.fxg4 Nexg4 15.Bxg4 
Bxg4 16.Bh6 Qa5d 17.Bxg7 Kxg7 
18.Qg5 Rc5 19.Nd5 Qxa2 20.Rxg4 
Nxg4 21.Nf5+ Kh8 22.Ng3 Qal+ 
23.Kd2 Qa5+ 24.c3 Rxd5+ 25.exd5 
Ne5 26.Qxe7 Qxd5+ 27.Kcel Kg8 
28.h5 Nd3+ 29.Kb1 Qb3 30.Rh2 
Qd1+ 31.Ka2 Qa4+ 32.Kb1 Re8 O- 
] 


Kastor, M (1590) 
Pisarsky, L (1283) 
[C42] 


1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.Nxe5 d6 
4.Nf3 Nxe4 5.d4 d5 6.Bd3 Bd6 7.0- 
O 0-0 8.h3 Re8 9.Rel Bf5 10.Nbd2 
Bg6 11.Nfl1 Nd7 12.c3 c6 13.Qc2 
f5 14.N3h2 b5 15.f3 Qh4 16.Be3 
f4 17.fxe4 dxe4 18.Bf2 exd3 19.Qd2 
Qf6 20.Nf3 cb 21.Rxe8+ Rxed 
92.Rel Rxel 23.Qxel c4 24.N1d2 
Qe7 25.Qxe7 Bxe7 26.b3 Bf7 
27.Kfl Nb6 28.bxc4 Nxc4 29.Nxc4 
Bxc4 30.Kel Bxa2 31.Ne5 a5 
32.Nxd3 g5 33.Kd2 Bd5 34.g3 fxg3 
35.Bxg3 a4 36.Kel a3 O-1 


Niblock, T (1372) - Mont- 
Reynaud, M (1174) 
[C41] 


1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 d6 3.h3 Be6 4.Nc3 
Nf6 5.Bb5+ c6 6.Ba4 Be7 7.d3 0-0 
8.Bb3 Bxb3 9.axb3 Nbd7 10.0-0 d5 
1l.exd5 Nxd5 12.Ne4 f5 13.Ng3 
Bcd 14.Ng5 f4 15.N3e4 Be7 16.Ne6 
Qe8 17.Nxf8 Kxf8 18.Bd2 Kg8& 
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19.Qe2 Qg6 20.Qg4 Qe8 21.Qe6+ 
Kh8 22.Nd6 Bxd6 23.Qxd6 a6 
24.c4 N5b6 25.Qb4 Qg6 26.Qc3 f3 
27.83 Qh5 28.Kh2 Rf8 29.Rael Nf6 
30.h4 Ng4+ 31.Kg1 g5 32.Bxg5 Rf5 
33.Bf4 Kg8 34.Be3 Nxe3 35.Rxe3 
Nd7 36.Re4 Ncd 37.Rfel Nxe4 
38.Rxe4 Qe8 39.d4 Qd7 40.dxe5 
Qdl+ 41.Rel Qd7 42.e6 Qe7 
43.Qd3 Rf6 44.Qd7 Kf8 45.Re3 h6 
46.c5 a5 47.Qd6 Rf5 48.Re4 ho 
49.Rf4 Rxf4 50.gxf4 Ke8 51.Qxe7+ 
Kxe7 52.f5 Kf6 53.Kh2 Ke7 54.Kg3 


1-O & 





The Mechanics Institute 
Chess Club has weekly Quads, ev- 
ery Saturday, that are open to any 
USCF member. 

The Kids’ Quads are in the morn- 
ing and the Adults’ Quads are in the 
afternoon. The Mechanics Institute 
is at 57 Post Street, across the street 
from the Montgomery BART station. 
Parking is expensive, so taking BART 
is recommended. 


Kid’s Quads 
Register: 9:30 to 10:15 
Time Control: G/30 
First Game starts: 
Entry fee: $5 
Prizes: To all participants 
Organization: Arranged in 
groups of four, by rating or, if no 
rating, estimated rating. If the 
number of entrants is not divis- 
ible by four, one small swiss sec- 
tion will be run with 5 to 7 en- 
trants. 


10:30 


Adult quads 

Register: 1:00 to 1:45 pm [I guess, 
the web page doesn’t say) 

Time Control: G/45 

First Game starts: 2:00 

Entry fee: $12, $10 to members of 
the Mechanics Insttitute 

Prizes: For first and second place in 
the quad. 

Organization: Arranged in groups of 
four, by rating or, if no rating, es- 
timated rating. If the number of 
entrants is not divisible by four, 
one small swiss section will be 
run with 5 to 7 entrants. 


More information: Joan Arbil, 
Assistant Chess Director at 
(415)421-2258 or http:// 
www.milibrary.org or email to 
arbil@chessclub.org. 
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THE THIRTY-SIXTH ANNUAL 
1999 LERA SUNNYVALE CLASS CHAMPIONSHIPS 


Saturday & Sunday, September 18th & 19th 


The new LERA Auditorium B163, corner of “J” Street and lst Ave. From Sunnyvale, go down Mathild 
Ave. to Java St. (old Auditorium B160) turn left on 3rd Ave. and proceed down 3rd. Ave. until you get ty 
“J” St. Turn right on “J” St. and proceed to lst. Ave. Building B163 is on the far right corner of “J” & 


and lst. Ave. 
Jim Hurt, assisted by Ted Yudacufski (National Tournament Director) of Monterey. 


Four round Swiss with eight separate divisions, each division with its own prizes. In pairing an odd numbered 
group, we promote a high player from the next highest group to yield an even number in the odd numbered group. 


Division: Open Expert A B C D i : Unrated 
First Prize: $500 $400 $350 $300 $200 $100 $100 $100 $10 
Second Prize: $300 $240 $210 $180 $120 
Third Prize: $200 $160 $140 $120 $ 80 


The prize fund is based on 160 paid entries. If the paid entries exceed 160 players, then the prize fund will be increased and if the pad 
entries are less than 160 the prize fund will be decreased. A player can play up only one class; exception: an unrated player can pla 


up only into the Open division. A total of eight brilliancy prizes may be awarded, one foreach division. Junior prizes may be awarded 







New Building 
ITEM STARTING TIME TIME CONTROL 
Registration 8 to 9:30 am Saturday 30 moves in 90 minutes, 
Round One 10:30 am Saturday 30 moves in 60 minutes, 
Round Two 4:00 pm Saturday 10 moves in 10 minutes Ist Avenue 
Round Three 9:30 am Sunday thereafter 
Round Four 3:00 pm Sunday 


Mail: The entry fee for the Open or Expert division is $40, for the A 
or B division is $35, and for the C, D, E or Unrated division is $30, if 
mailed by Sept.14h, If paid Saturday morning, all entry fees will be 
$5 more. The entry fee for K through 6th Graders who have ratings 
below 1100 points is $15, and they may play in a separate division. 


‘J’ Street 
Mathilda Avenue 


3rd Avenue Ja 

















CONDITIONS In order to start the first round on time, we are incorporating a new policy: $e 
You must be at the registration desk prior to 9:30 am in order to be paired Old Building 
in the first round. If you arrive after 9:30 am, you will either get a 1/2 point bye, or be paired against another late 
entry. 1/2 Point Byes are available. All players must be USCF members or become members at the tournament! 
CCA ratings may be used at the discretion of the tournament director. 
For more information, call Jim Hurt (970) 285-7041 or after March 6th call Ken Stone (408) 629-5530. 

SNACK BAR Food and refreshments available at the LERA snack bar. 

NEXT EVENT _ The next LERA chess tournament will be held Memorial Day weekend 1999 

9/99 ENTRY FORM 

Name Ce tee a Cr Raune 

Address City Zip 

Name & Date of the last tournament you played in: Your Age: 

USCF Identity Number Exp. Date USCF dues: $35.00 - adult , $15 - under 20 





Entry Fee*: The Open or Expert division is $40.00, the A or B division is $35.00, and the C, D, E, or Unrated Division is $30.00 (Circle your division) 
*If mailed by Sept 14 th, otherwise entry fees are $5 more. Make check payable to LERA Chess Club. 


Mail to: Jim Hurt, LERA Chess Club, P.O. Box 60451, Sunnyvale, CA 94088 Amount of check 
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BAY AREA 


OHLONE TOURNAMENT 


Hans Poschmann 


The last time I ran a tourna- 
ment was at least 15 years ago— 
maybe it was 20. I have been 
looking for a reasonably priced lo- 
cation to do another tournament 
for the last few years. When the 
Ohlone College Chess Club ap- 
proached me to hold a Collegiate 
Championship, I jumped at the 
chance. Especially since the 
beautiful site over looking a lake 
was free and best of all they agreed 
I could run a full tournament. So 
on January 30 and 31, 1999 the 
Bay Area Ohlone Tourney and 
Collegiate Championship was 
born. 

I decided to follow the format 
established at the Livermore tour- 
naments: Open, Reserve (1500- 
1899), Booster (up to 1499). Hop- 
ing for 100 players, I set the prize 
fund at $1650. While only 89 play- 
ers participated an anonymous do- 
nor provided an extra $500. This 
enabled me to award the advertised 
prize fund. My biggest disappoint- 
ment was the Collegiate section. 
Only 8 player appeared from the 50 
colleges I contacted. Some of the 
collegiate players were graduate 
students who looked almost as old 
as I do. 

I specifically would like to thank 
Doug Shaker for being my assistant 
TD and entering a load of late en- 
tries into his computer. The tour- 
nament ran smoothly for the most 
part. I still have trouble believing 
that a Master claimed a time forfeit 
While his opponent was out of the 
room by resetting the pieces and 
putting the clock back to the start- 
ing time. I gave the win to the op- 
ponent. The trials and tribulations 
of returning to tournament direc- 
tion. Yet, I am looking forward to 
holding this tournament again next 
year with a few modifications that I 
dm presently discussing with other 
Interested parties. 


Koepcke, R (2297) 
Zildzic, K (2321) 
[BO7] 
Round 3 


1.d4 g6 2.e4 Bg7 3.Nc3 d6 4.Be3 
Nf6 5.Qd2 Ng4 6.Bg5 h6 7.Bh4 
Nc6 8.Nf3 O-O 9.Be2 Kh7 10.h3 
Nf6 11.Rdl1 a6 12.0-0 b5 13.Qe3 
Bd7 14.e5 Ng8& 15.Bd3 Qc8 
16.Be4 f5 17.exf6 exf6 18.Qd3 f5 
19.Bxc6 Bxc6 20.d5 Bd7 21.Nd4 
Bxd4 22.Qxd4 g5 23.Bg3 Qe8 
24.f4 Qg6 25.Kh2 Nf6 26.Bf2 Rg8s 
27.Rg1 g4 28.Bh4 Ne4 29.Nxe4 
fxe4 30.Qe3 Qh5 31.Bel RaeS& 
32.h4 g3+ 33.Bxg3 Rg4 34.Rgel 
Reg8 35. Resigns 0-1 


Blohm, D (2243) 
Regan, N (1975) 
[B34] 

Round 2 
[Analysis by Fritz 5.32 (60s)] 


1.e4 cd 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 
4.Nxd4 g6 5.Nc3 Bg7 6.Be3 Nf6 
7.Be2 0-0 8.Nb3 a5 9.a4 d6 10.f4 
Nb4 11.Nd4 last book move 
11...e5? [11...Ng4 12.Bxg4 Bxg4 
13.Qd2=] 12.Ndb5 Bh6 13.0-0 d5 
14.Bc5 Re8 15.fxe5 Nxe4+- 
[15...Rxe5!? is an interesting idea 
16.Bd6 Rxe4] 16.Nxe4 dxe4 
17.Nd6 Rxe5 18.Nxf7 Threaten- 
ing mate 18...Qxdl 





19.Nxh6+! staying in the lead 
[Less advisable is 19.Bxd1l Rxcd 
20.Nxh6+ Kg7?] 19...Kg7+- ter- 
rible, but what else could Black do 


to “save*the game? [19...Kh8 
20.Nf7+ Kg7 21.Bf8+ Kxf8 22.Raxd1 
Rf52] 20.Bf8+ ([20.Raxdl is not 
possible 20...Rxc5 21.c3 Nec2p] 
20...Kh8 21.Raxdl1! the decision 
[Inferior is 21.Bxd1l1 Re8+-; Not 
21.Rfxd1 Re8 22.Nf7+ Kg8 23.Bxb4 
Kxf7 24.Rf1+ Bf5+-] 21...Bf5 
[21...Re8 what else? 22.Bc5! a 
forceful and devastating end 
22...Kg7+-] 22.Bxb4 Resigns —— 
[ 22...axb4 23.Nf7+ Kg7 24.Nxe5 
Rxa4 25.g4+- | 1-0 


Regan, N (1975) 
Foster, U (1681) 
[B23] 
Round 3 


1.e4 c5 2.Nc3 d6 3.Bc4 Nc6 4.Nf3 
Nf6 5.0-0 g6 6.Ng5 e6 7.f4 Bg7 
8.f5 gxf5 9.exf5 d5 10.Bb3 c4 
11.Ba4 a6 12.Bxc6+ bxc6 13.fxe6 
Qb6+ 14.Kh1 Bxe6 15.Qel Kd7 
16.Na4 Qa7 17.d3 Rae8 18.Qa5 
Kc8 19.Bf4 Nd7 20.dxc4 dxc4 
21.Ne4 Bf8 22.Rad1 Bd5d 23.Nec3 
Rg8 24.Nxd5 cxd5 25.Rxd5 Qb7 
26.Nc5 Bxcd 27.Rxc5+ Nxc5 
28.Qxc5+ Resigns 1-0 


Smith, G (1932) 
Cisneros, A (1705) 
[A40] 
Round 3 


1.44 e5 2.dxe5 Nc6 3.Nf3 f6 4.e4 
fxe5 5.Nc3 Nf6 6.Bc4 Bc5 7.0-0 
d6 8.Bg5 h6 9.Bh4 Bg4 10.Qd3 
Qd7 11.Rad1 0-0-0 12.Rfel Rdf8 
13.Rd2 g5 14.Bg3 Nh5 15.Nd5 
Nxg3 16.hxg3 Bxf3 17.gxf3 Qh3 
18.f4 gxf4 19.Qb3 f3 20.Nf4 
Qxg3+ 21.Kfl Qxf4 22.Be6+ Kb8 
23. Resigns O-1 


Batangan, V (1929) 
Blohm, D (2243) 
[AO7] 
Round 1 


1.Nf3 d5 2.g3 Nf6 3.Bg2 Bf> 4.d3 
e6 5.0-O0 Nbd7 6.Rel Bc5S 7.Nbd2 
Bxf2+ 8.Kxf2 Ng4+ 9.Kg1 Ne3 
10.c4 Nxdl 11.Rxdl1 c6 12.e4 
dxe4 13.dxe4 Bg4 14.h3 Bxf3 
15.Nxf3 O-O 16.Be3 Qe7 17.e5 f6 
18.exf6 gxf6 19.Rd4 Rfd8& 
20.Rg4+ Kh8 21.Rh4 Nf8 22.Rel 


Continued on page 30 
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Emilio Piriz is a 17 year old ex- 
change student from Arle, France 
who has been dominating the 
Arcata Chess Club since arriving 
here last fall. He learned how the 
chess pieces move from his grand- 
father when he was 5 and it was 
also his grandfather who gave him 
the love for chess. Emilo studied 
for a short time with GM Gilles 
Miralles, who at the time was 
France’s ninth ranked player. He 
will be in the U.S. until July and 
can be reached by e-mail at 
www.koncke@provnet. 

In the Jan— Feb Open, Emilio 
took a clear first by scoring 5 % out 
of 6. His only blemish came witha 
draw to expert Tommy Groombridge 
whom came in 2nd at 4 %. The 
Under 1600 prize went to Bill 
Herman. The Feb. Blitz Tourna- 
ment was won by Syler “Blake” 
Good by a % pt. over Dean Louie. 
A total of 16 players participated. 

We tried a different format in 
the March- April Tournament by di- 
viding it into 2 sections (Open and 
Under 1600.) In the open division, 
Emilio again went undefeated with 
one draw to expert Steven Lynn 
Jenkins. Bill Herman won the Un- 
der 1600 by 1 point over 11 year 
old, Fred Hope. The Blitz Tourna- 
ment held on April 12th found 5 
players battling it out for first with 
17 year old )Arlen Vanek (1998 Jr. 
Champion) and 1997 Club cham- 
pion, Michael Taylor, tying for Ist. 
A total of 17 players participated in 
these events. 

Currently, the May—June Tour- 
nament is in progress. We are also 
putting on a School Championship 
in conjunction with the Boy’s 7 
Girl’s Club of Humboldt County on 
May 8th at the Teen Center in Eu- 
reka. 


Emilio Piriz is 
dominating 
The Far North 


} 


Below are two of Emilio’s 
games annotated by himself. 
Bob Snyder 
Emilio Piriz 
Sicilian Taimanov Variation 


1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6(The day before | 
had analyzed for the first time this 
variation of the Sicilian. Let’s try 
it!) 3.d4 cd4 4.Nd4 Nc6 5.Nc3 Qc7 
6.Be2 a6 7.a3?! (Even though | 
don’t know this variation very 
well, I know this is too slow. 7.O- 
O with the idea: Khl, f4 is more 
energetic.) 7...Nf6 8.0-O Nd4 
9.Qd4 Bcd (Later in the tourna- 
ment in a similar position (but 
white played g3) my opponent 
played Bf4 which destroyed all my 
plans. Here 10.Bf4? is a bad move 
because of 10...Qf4 11.Qg5 Ne4 
12.Qd4 Ng3! And if 13.Qf4 Ne2+(0- 
1.) 10.Q@d3 b5 11.b4 (Maybe the 
idea Kh1 and f4, preparing e5 was 
better but the rest of the game 
doesn’t prove b4 was a bad move.) 
11...Be7 12.Bb2 Bb7 13.Radl1 
Rc8 14.Qd4 h5? 





«o The Far North 


Report and photo by James Bauman 
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(Started hallucinating...d6 or 0-( 
was more sane) 15.h3! Bc6 (It 
now already horrible for black, 
16.e5? (This move really helps 
black. White should have kept tht 
pressure by slowly improving tht 
position of his pieces.(Rfe1 or Khl! 
16...Nd5 17.Nd5 Bd5 (Even thouf! 
the pawn h5 is still terribly weak 
Black’s position has improved é 
lot.) 18.Bd3?! (It might have bee! 
better for white to prepare c4 }J 
putting some rooks on the c file 
Black has trouble playing with tht 
h8 Rook, White has to open up tht 
position.)18...Qc6 (Let’s weakel 
White’s position.) 19.f3 0 
20.Rd2 a5 21.c3 d6 22.Be4! 
think the more adventuresom' 
ed6 gives more chances fi 
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White.) 22...Be4 23.fe4 (Black 
seems in trouble since ded is ter- 
rible because of the huge attack 
on the king, but...) 23...Red8! 
(Important moves, just when the 
players started realizing they just 
had a few minutes left to reach 
the 30th move.) 24.Rfd1 ab4 (Pre- 
paring a good ending because of 
Whites pawn on ed.) 25.cb4 d5!! 


96.ed5 Rd5 (Big time trouble for James Bauman 5 ig ee, Y/ 
both players.) 27.Qe3 Rfd8 Emilio Piriz AT 
98.Khl1 Qc4 29.Rd5 Rd5d B28 Vi 
30.Rd5? (White should keep this  1.d4 Nf6 2.Bg5 e6 3.e4 Be7 4.Nc3 "OY, Ht oY 
rook. RE1 was normal.) 30...Q@d5 O-O 5.f4?! (I think White should FO al ug os 
The first time control is passed.) nsider d lopi in- | poner SG 
(The Pp consider developing a piece in whe © On 


31.9d4 (Here I thought it might 
as well be a draw after all, but...) 
31...Bg5 (now white only has bad 
options, including Qd5 ed5; the e5 
pawn is in trouble.) 32.Qd5 ed5 
33.Kg1 Kf8 34.Kf2 ke7 35.Kf3 
Ke6 36.g4? (White had to keep 
control over the f4 square.) 
36...h4! 37.Bc3 (trying to trap 
Blacks Bishop with 37...Bcl 


38.Ke2 Ba3 39.Kd2 and the Bishop 
is trapped.) 37...Bcl 38.Ke2 Bf4 
39.Bel g5 40.Kd3 Be5 41.Bd2 f6 
42.Bcl Bal 43.Be3 Ke5 44.Bcl 
d4 45.a4?! ba4 46.b5 Kd5 
47.Ba3!? Bc3! 48.b6 Kc6 49.Kc2 
Kb6 50.Be7 Kb5! 51.Bf6 Kc4 
52.Bg5 d3+ 53.Kdl1 a3 54. White 
Resigns. 


stead.) 5...d5!? (Opening the po- 
sition since White didn’t develop 
his pieces very well.) 6.e5 Ne4 
7.Be7 Qe7 8.Ne4?! (My weak 
pawn structure will be less impor- 
tant than my lead in develop- 
ment. I think. Bd3 is better.) 
8...de4 9.Qd2 Rd8 10.Bc4 c5 
11.Ne2 Nc6 (Here I at first 
thought I could win by 11...cd4 


12.Nd4 Qg5? But then I realized 
White can play 13.Ne6!! If 13...Rd2 
14.Nc5 Re2 15.b3! And if 15...b5 
16.Bd5+-.) 12.c3 cd4 13.cd4 a6 (I 
wanted to place my bishop on the 
strong square b7.) 14.a3? (Too 
slow! White has to secure his 
King.) 14...b5 15.Ba2 Bb7 
16.Bb1? (Way too slow.) 16...Qd7! 






























| 








17.Be4 Nd4!! 18.Qe3 (If 18.Bb6 
Nf3+! wins.) 18...Be4 19.Qe4 
Nb3! (Winning material in all 
cases. If 20.Rb1 Nd2-+, 20.Rcl 
Ncel-+, 20.Rd1 Qdl1-+, so White 
played the last possibility.) 20.Ra2 
Qd1+ 21.White resigns & 








JOIN THE W.B.C.A:! 


If you love Chess and you want action, Blitz is the answer! 
Play in WBCA rated events worldwide from Honolulu 


to Nepal to Rejkjavik to Cybers 


pace! 


- Compare your ability with Karpov, Dlugy, Browne, Anand, Kramnik, Seirawan, Ehlvest, Korchnoy 


J. Polgar and many others while playing the fastest most ex 


citing game on earth! 


- Become a WBCA member for $15* a year! Enjoy 4 issues of Blitz Chess and receive an official 
international Blitz rating. Enjoy discounts at WBCA events worldwide including the Internet! 











= va - Send $1 ($2 international) today for a trial issue of Blitz Chess . Tne iatestissue features in-depth 
ee notes by G.M.’s Karpov, Browne ,Henley, Gufeld plus IM Grefeof top level international events! 
helps - Become a WBCA Affiliate for $30 a year and get free listings for your club and upcoming events 
ept the in Blitz Chess ,hefty commissions and 25 free issues after running two events! 

— - Centuries old Historical problems each issue with yearly prizes!! 

‘noel - What's the positive effects of playing Blitz? "It gives you a knack for understanding the positions. It 
wrial gives you the ability to try out new ideas without being afraid , for your slow games. It exposes everyone to 
je the royal game in a much quicker time period. "-Max Dlugy 1990 WBCA Grand Prix Blitz Champion. 

ve betl U.S. $15, Scholastic $12 All sent 2nd class US airmail 

a other countries $17 airmail Life membership $250 

vith the 7 a ! _ @ @ 

“up th eye tem sJoty Oils wee cist 

weakel 8 Parnassus Road ¢ Berkeley, CA 94708 

3 ‘ Fax #-(510) 486-8078: ° Ph # (510) 549-1169 Toll free! 1-800-429-9481 Access Code 02 
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Chess Club to the World 


by 
Steve Cohen 


The world’s most popular chess 
club has no doors. Then again, it 
doesn’t need any, as it is open 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week and there 
are people there all the time! It’s a 
club where they provide the sets and 
clocks, they keep score for you, they 
press your clock for you, and they 
always have many friendly helpers 
around to answer any questions. At 
any time you may find more than a 
thousand people (presently, up to 
2,300 may be accommodated in the 
“King’s Room;” and if that gets full, 
there is always the “Queen’s room”) 
playing chess, chatting with each 
other, or watching others play. 
Truly, the Internet Chess Club is a 
place where more than just chess is 
enjoyed. 

On any given day more than 
90,000 games of chess are played at 
the ICC, which can be found in 
cyberspace at HeGp? 7 
www.chessclub.com. At any time 
you may find a number of world-fa- 
mous players of international mas- 
ter and grandmaster strength, 
young and old, male and female 
competing against each other (for 
your entertainment and learning 
pleasure). It’s nice to see some of the 
top players of this sport make ama- 
teur mistakes as we all do. Further, 
most of the action is quite fast-paced 
with a number of games being 
played at time controls of G/1 (both 
players have only 1 minute for their 
entire game), G/2 and G/3 N though 
you can also find some games with 
blitz (G/5) and standard (G/15, or 
more time) time controls as well. 

Remarkably, this has all been es- 
tablished in only a few years! Back 
in the early ’90s (pre-internet days), 
the best that chess enthusiasts 
could hope for, cyber-space-wise, 
would be games via UNIX on a com- 
puter with no boards or pieces, just 
typing out moves (and, presumably, 
playing them out on a board at home 
- which you'd need to set up before 
each game). Most of the players you 
would find were college students. 
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While it was free on the internet, 
there were some for-pay, non- 
internet sites such as the USA To- 
day Sportscenter, which charged $6 
an hour! Given the emergence of 
this “world-wide-web thing” in the 
early ‘90s, and given the intelligence 
level of these undergraduate college 
students, several came up with what 
would become known as the Free 
Internet chess Server (ICS) which 
provided users an interface with a 
board upon which pieces would 
move on their monitor/display. 
However, as the popularity of ICS 
grew too large for these students to 
handle, the program which ran ICS 
was dumped into the lap of Profes- 
sor Daniel Sleator, who is a tenured 
professor at Carnegie Mellon Univer- 
sity (in the field of computers and 
parsing language). According to 
Marty Grund, one of the founders 
and owners of ICC,(a private orga- 
nization), Sleator became an admin- 
istrator on ICS because he had been 
irked by the mistreatment from rude 
helpers he wanted to help in that 
regard. When the original “graduate 
students that ran ICS wanted “out,” 
Sleator was the obvious choice to 
take over. 

However, Professor Sleator 
pretty much scrapped what had 
been given to him and over a period 
of time essentially rewrote the code 
which is in use today if you visit 
F.I.C.S. However, wanting more and 
better than what was offered at 
(F)ICS, Sleator, together with his 
wife, Lilya, Eric Peterson and Marty 
Grund got together to create what 
is now know as the I.C.C. The com- 
mercialization of a site which had 
previously been free was not wel- 
comed by all. [For a more complete 
coverage of the tumults on the con- 
troversy visit http. / 7 
www.internetworld.com/print/ 
monthly/1995/08/chess.html]. 
However, on March 1, 1995, using 
the best chess interface around 
which has recently been upgraded 
(either can be downloaded for free 
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at the ICC site) these four began, 
chess club that would Enjoy phe 
nomenal growth (due in no Smal 
part, I'm sure) to the very friend) 
helpful administrators and “help 
ers”)! Almost all of the top 20 play 
ers in the world have played at oy 
time or another on ICC; almost dail 
you can watch at least one of they 
playing against other strong cheg 
masters and grandmaster; 

The world of ICC offers the ches 
lover many, many choices, 0) 
course, there is regular chess, at; 
variety of time controls (or mak 
your own). The most popular seer 
to be “1 0” (which means 1 minui 
for game with O seconds incremey. 
[“increment” refers to how many se. 
onds are added to the clock afte 
each move]), “2 0,” and “3 0,” If 
very exciting to see some of the 
strongest players in the world bat 


tling it out so quickly — very enter: 


taining and terrific for learning 
Also, the ICC holds a tremendous 
database of the games played by 
players rated over 2300, which car 
be accessed by opening. Say yor 
play “C72” (a variation of the Span 
ish Opening - the codes refer ti 
Informant’s Encyclopedia of Chess 
Openings’ format). Well, you cai 
type in “search C72” and up pops: 
large menu of numerous games 
played by persons rated above 2300 
all of which began with the same 
moves you use. You can then er 
amine their games to see how they 
play the opening (e.g., just see the 
games where the person who plays 
your color wins, to see winning plans 
you can use against your opp0- 
nents). Speaking of practice, there 


are also several computer practice; 


programs for you to improve skill 
on K+B+N v. K, K+Q v. K+R, K+R\, 
K+N and K+Q v. K+N schemes. 

Still, there are a number 0 
“chess” varieties also available. Cer 
tainly, the two most popular art 
bughouse (“wild 24” at ICC), which 
enjoys a separate rating class, an 
“loser’s chess” (“wild 17” at ICC, 
which probably should have a sepa 
rate rating system (especially sinct 
there are “wild 17” tourneys) bul 


presently is rated together with other ' 


“wild” forms (such as several forms 
of random chess (where pieces alt 
set up randomly), kriegspiel (wild 
16), normal set up (except on opp 
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site sides (i.e., all pawns are 1 square 
away from queening)), and some 
more wild variants [if at ICC, type 
‘help wild” for descriptions of the 
forms]). Unfortunately, as wonderful 
as the new interface, “Blitzen 2” is 
to users, it does not support bug- 
house...yet. Still, using the “old” 
Blitzen 1.72, and with so many at 
the club at any one time, it isn’t hard 
io hook up with a bughouse part- 
ner, wherever in the world s/he may 
be, ifthat’s what you want to do. You 
could have a Californian partnered 
with a Canadian against someone in 
Hong Kong who’s partnered with 
someone from Norway. One of 
Canada’s newest, young stars, Jus- 
tin Gushuliak (see UPSCL WebSite 
‘Games for Learning” section for one 
of his victories against one of 
Manitoba, Canada’s strongest mas- 
ters), recently reached the rank of 
#3 (by rating) at bughouse at ICC 
above such well-knowns as World 
Blitz Champion Maxim Dlugy (who 
enjoys “bugging” from time to time). 
Justin, who just turned 11 in De- 
cember, and who’s only been play- 
ing chess for about a year and a half, 
gets his main chess practice 
at ICC. He admits bughouse is not 
the best practice for over-the-board, 
tournament-chess; but, it does help 
to sharpen tactical, attacking, piece- 
cooperation and king-trapping skills. 
Ifyou ever decide to venture into the 
world of cyber-bughouse, young 
Gushuliak (who’s known on ICC as 
‘Big Upset”) offers a bit of helpful 
advice: “when the Bf8 moves, drop 
(or get) a Knight on h5 when the po- 
sition is closed and used “diagonals” 
ie., Bishops and Pawns... the units 
which attack diagonally) to put on 
{6 and h6 to soften the Black squares 
around the King...” As for the “give 
wild 17 its own rating” campaign... 
only the future will tell how this 
eventually is resolved. 

Another way in which ICC helps 
the “experience” factor is through 
their system of “computer-run” to- 
mato tourneys which has led to 
Slomato (slower controls), flash (bul- 
let controls), wildone (usually w17, 
but sometimes other wild variants) 
and littleper, additional “computer- 
lun” events. To be sure, a human 
Operator manages the computer. 
But, the computer takes care of pair- 
Ings, instantaneous scoring, and im- 


mediate standings/grid updating. 
The “tourney” is not for any prizes; 
only bragging rights (hehehe). Still, 
it “guarantees” several consecutive 
games (tourneys are usually any- 
where from 4-7 rounds, though 
sometimes round robins (where ev- 
eryone plays everyone else) could be 
longer) and the chance to play 
against much higher-rated players. 
You see, other than tournaments, 
really the only other way to get a 
game is by placing a “seek” ad (you 
seek a match at a certain time con- 
trol you have specified) or by you 
matching another (either by typing 
in person’s name and perameters 
you desire) or by clicking on 
another’s “seek ad.” The seek-ads 
graph shows who wants to play 
what. Just drag the mouse overa 
dot to see whose ad and what time 
controls that person wants to play. 

Of course, there are almost al- 
ways opponents ready to play at any 
time controls. But, since everyone 
wants to play against someone rated 
higher (for good learning), it’s under- 
standable why the lower-rated play- 
ers find it hard to get experience 
against higher-rated players (say, 
those above 2000). Thus, in a tour- 
ney, you are guaranteed the chance 
to play against higher-rated opposi- 
tion, especially if you maintain a 
decent cumulative score! 

Speaking of learning (for per- 
sonal improvement), not only may 
you use boards at ICC to go over 
your own games, or set up other 
positions to examine (or examine 
games of others, or observe the play 
of world-famous grandmasters) the 
ICC presents a great opportunity for 
learning because it provides the op- 
portunity for lots... and lot, and lots, 
and LOTS... of experience. Win or 
lose, by having the opportunity to 
play against so many different 
people, and at the fast controls to 
get to play a lot of games ina small 
amount of time, anyone is able to 
gain the very valuable hands-on ex- 
perience that often is lacking in ar- 
eas where quality opposition is not 
abundant. At the ICC, at any time, 
there are usually more than 500 
people on line 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week! The variety and quality pro- 
vide for much good practice. Indeed, 
one father wrote in about his son 
who'd never played before; but, af- 
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ter 1 year (and about 8,000 games) at 
ICC, the son went on to take clear 
lst in the 6th-grade division at his 
State’s Scholastic Championships! 
And, in a similar situation, a boy 
took 3rd at his first Nationals! In 
fact in a recent voluntary survey of 
ICC members [about 20, ranging in 
age from pre-teen to over 50, re- 
sponded], everyone said that expe- 
riences at ICC have helped to im- 
prove their over-the-board play: 
sharpened tactical abilities, helped 
to speed up planning, and improve- 
ment in coordination of forces were 
areas echoed in the surveys. 

Also, ICC is a place where teach- 
ing and coaching can take place. 
Lectures every hour on the hour are 
provided by “DrSpock,” a computer 
lecturer. In addition, there are 
boards which coaches can use to 
train students (whether someone 
they know, or meet at ICC). More- 
over, generally for some “chekels” 
(the “monetary unit” at ICC, where 
1 chekel = $1 U.S.), some of the 
strongest players around will give 
lessons or play a game (and some 
offer post-game analysis to help you 
for next time). 

But, and make no mistake about 
it, there’s more than chess that goes 
on at ICC. The ICC is also a place 
for meeting new people; and, some- 
times making new friends. The ICC 
promotes a very social atmosphere 
with constant look-outs to make 
sure that inappropriate language is 
not used. People who abuse the sys- 
tem do not stay long! This atmo- 
sphere attracts people from all over 
the world. Personally, in my first 
month on ICC I've met people from 
every continent (save Antarctica). 
I've played games against people 
from Hong Kong, Australia, Norway, 
France, Spain, Canada, Brazil, and 
all over the United States. To be 
sure, estimates are that about 50%- 
60% of members are from the USA, 
about 30% from Canada, and the 
rest come from all over the world. 
Still, there are some chess-players 
who came to ICC to look for games 
of chess and have ended up using 
ICC almost like a second home not 
for playing chess, but for chatting. 
Although “shouts” are reserved for 
information strictly about chess, 


Continued to page 26 
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Central Coast Chess Notes 


By 
Duncan Oxley 


Two tournaments were recently 
held at the Monterey Chess Cen- 
ter. The first, on January 24, drew 
28 players. The premier section had 
18 players including a Senior Mas- 
ter, three Masters and three ex- 
perts. Top rated SM Mladen Vucic 
(2451) was the obvious favorite to 
win as he was rated more than 200 
points above his next closest com- 
petitor. However, after two easy 
wins he decided to take his family 
to the Monterey Aquarium to see 
some other species of fish. This left 
the field wide open and Robert 
Sferra’s win over Paul Cripe and Joe 
Kruml’s brilliant upset over Rich- 
ard Koepcke enabled them to split 
first and second. All of us here are 
proud of Joe Kruml’s chess accom- 
plishments lately. Joe is studying 
Russian here at the Army’s lan- 
guage school and just came back 
from the armed services chess 
championship where he repre- 
sented himself quite well. Here are 
all the results and two games: 


OPEN 

1-2 Robert Sferra 3-0 
Joe Kruml 3-0 

Oo Mladen Vucic 220720 

RESERVE 

1-2 Edward Shamilov 2.5-.5 
Duncan Oxley SxcF=. 

2 Edmond Howser 2-1 
Bill Smith 2-1 


Mark Marron (2000) 
Richard Koepcke (2300) 
Round 2 


1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2 de 4.Ne4 
Nd7 5.Ng5 Negf6 6.Bc4 e6 7.N1f3 h6 
8.Nh3 c5 9.0-0 Nb6 10.Bb5+ Bd7 
11.Qe2 cd 12.Nd4 Bcd 13.Rd1 0-0 
14.Bd7 Nbd7 15.Nf3 Qb6 16.c3 
Rfd8 17.b4 Bf8 18.Be3 Qc7 
19.Racl Nb6 20.Bd4 Nfd7 21.Ne5 
Ne5 22.Be5 Qc6 23.Q¢94 Nc4 24.Bf6 
Rdl+ 25.Rd1 Kh8 26.Rd3 e5 
27.Bg7+ Bg7 28.Ng5 hg 0-1 
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The following game won the bril- 
liancy prize: 


Richard Koepcke (2300) 
Joe Kruml (2000) 
Round 3 


1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e5 4.Nc3 
d6 5.e4 Be7 6.g3 0-0 7.Bg2 Ne8 
8.Nge2 Nd7 9.0-0 a6 10.f4 Nc7 
E15 D 
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12.a4 be 13.a5 Rh8 14.h4 Nb5 
15.Qa4 Nd4 16.Qc4 Nf6 17.Ra2 
Qc7 18.Nd4 ed 19.Ne2 Bd7 20.Qc2 
Qa/7 21.Khl1 Bb5 22.Rd1 Ng4 
23.Nf4 c4 24.Bh3 d3 25.Qd2 Nf2+ 
26.Kg2 Ndl 27.Qd1 Qd4 28.Qel 
Bd7 29.Kf3 Rb3 30.Bd2 Bf6 31.Bc3 
d2 32.Qd1 Re8 33.Ne6 Qd3+ 34.Kf2 
Bc3 35.be Re3 36.Qd2 Qg3+ 37.Ke2 
Qf3+ 0-1 

The next tournament was held 
on February 28. The turnout was 
Slightly lower with 23 players. The 
top section had two Masters and 
three experts rounding out a field 
of 13. Abe Mina, who went 0-3 in 
January, vowed to “come back with 
a vengeance” and he did going 3-0 
this time! The reserve section con- 
sisted of 10 players, and had a huge 
upset winner. Bill Smith (1170) 
scored a perfect 3-0 to take sole first 
over four seasoned C-players! 
Here are the results: 


OPEN 

l Abe Mina 3-0 

2-3 Robert Sferra Boo" 
Caesar Cuellar B= 
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RESERVE 

l Bill Smith 3-( 

2-3 Sergey Frenklakh 2.5-.5 
David Soto 2.5-5 


The Salinas Chess Club ha 
been reactivated. The latest incgp. 
nation meets at the Carl’s Jr re 
taurant located at 1061 N Davis Ri 
Any weekend afternoon it’s a sa 
bet you will find chess players ther! 
Our first event was held Marché 
When only four players showed uw 
we decided to have a QuickCheg 
G10 double quad. Abe Mina wo 
this event with a score of 5-1, W 
are working on securing larger 
Space and soon hope to haves 
larger event. 
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OUR GAME! 

We metamorphose into cheerful 
people and all our perplexities — 

are much less, once we sit 
before the sixty four squares 
and PURGE in a game of chess, 













Ss 


A FIELD OF GLORY. 
International in scope, theory 
and procedure on sixty four — 
squares of alternating colors. 
A field of war with two armies in 
an immense death struggle. 
Expendable infantry on the Sront 
lines, clergy, castles and cavalr 
riders charging into the fray for 
their majesticleaders. 
Willingly to their deaths ia 
trek. ia 
Even the statuesque Queen 
wavers not, as she roams the _ 
field of battle to protect her 
Kingly Lord. 

All the pieces doing their speci es 
duties. 

War in all its gory glory. riage 
out without bombs, without 
bullets, without bloodshed. 
Played out on a field of Sixty . 
four egies al 


























Bill Herman. 
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CalChess Meeting Minutes 
February 27", 1999 

Attending: 

Board members: Alan Kirshner, Ri- 
chard Koepcke, John McCumiskey, 
Hans Poschmann, Eric Schiller, 
Doug Shaker, Mike Splane Others: 
Jim Eade, Riley Hughes, Isaac 
Shaker 

The CalChess board convened 
a2-15pm, Febraury 27", 1999, at 
Café La Dolce Vita in Palo Alto. 

Jim Eade gave a report on meet- 
ing of the USCF Policy Board at the 
US Amateur Team East tournament. 
The USCF seems to be having finan- 
cial problems. The USCF had a defi- 
cit in fiscal 1996-1997. The major 
response to that crisis was to hire a 
new Executive Director. The prob- 
lem looked as if it had been solved 
for a while, but the projection for 
1999 is a $250,000 loss. There were 
three factors cited as causes. First, 
there has been a decline in adult 
memberships since 1995, though 
scholastic memberships have risen. 
Second, profit margins of mail order 
items have declined. Although, the 
gross revenue from mail order has 
climbed, the net profit is down. Fi- 
nally, the staff that was hired in 
1998 to improve customer service 
has increased the overhead cost of 
the USCF. 

A task force has been appointed 
to develop an austerity budget, to be 
presented at the delegates meeting 
in August. Jim Eade was worried 
that the Executive Director, Mike 
Cavallo, might not stay on. Office 
morale is low, and Mr. Cavallo has 
to commute from another city to per- 
form the USCF job. It isn’t much 
fun right now and he might not want 
to keep doing it. Jim reported that 
Notes Payable plus Accounts Payable 
for the USCF totaled about $1 mil- 
lion. Inventory plus Accounts Re- 
ceivable were about $800 thousand. 


by Doug Shaker 
CalChess Secretary 


Jim felt that the USCF election 
in August will be quite important, 
as it will determine the people who 
will be trying to solve this problem. 
Richard Koepcke mentioned that the 
USCF will be getting a new computer 
system around the beginning of 
June. This computer system will 
be based on an NT server, running 
SQLserver, networked to desktop 
PCs running Microsoft Access. Ap- 
parently the previous system was 
based in isolated PCs with dBase 
software. The new system may in- 
crease the efficiency of the USCF 
office. Its cost may also be a factor 
in the losses. 


Keeping with the financial 
theme, the CalChess budget was dis- 
cussed. At the close of 1998, 
CalChess had $4271.98 in the bank 
account and had an annual loss of 
$1485.02. This was an improve- 
ment over 1997, when the loss was 
$1796.07. The budget below was 
approved. 


Doug Shaker mentioned status 
on the membership drive. Member- 
ship as of February 27" was 335, 
an improvement of 23% since Octo- 
ber. Mr. Shaker hopes to have mem- 
bership at 700 by the end of 1999. 















Income 
SASP Funds from USCF 
Memberships 
Donations 


Women’s championship 
CCJ Ads 


Expense 


CCJ (4 issues) 
Renewal Mailers 


Profit/Loss 





USCF funds for hosting a 


Denker Tournament support 
Women’s Tournament support 


Richard Koepcke mentioned 
that we would need a site for the 
usual Labor Day tournament. About 
5000 square feet is needed, room for 
about 200 to 250 people. The bud- 
get would allow about $2000 for such 
a site. 


Doug Shaker brought up an idea 
for increasing inexpensive tourna- 
ments. The idea was to allow free 
half-page ads in the California Chess 
Journal for any tournaments which 
either (1) require CalChess member- 
ship or (2) which allow a $10 dis- 
count to CalChess members. The 
board discussed this idea and agreed 
to try it for the next two editions of 
the CCJ. 


Eric Schiller mentioned that 
John Donaldson has put together a 
strong series of events at the Me- 
chanics Institute. He also men- 
tioned that Kasparov would be visit- 
ing Stanford on April 21% and 22". 
Eric also suggested that we put to- 
gether an email list server for 
CalChess members. Doug Shaker 
agreed to do so. 


The next scheduled CalChess 


Board meeting will be at the Uni- 
verse Open, the weekend of July 4", 
in San Francisco. 


$1,800.00 
$6,000.00 
$200.00 


$100.00 
$600.00 
$8,700.00 


$7,200.00 
$800.00 
$200.00 
$500.00 
$8,700.00 


$0.00 
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Berkeley Chess School On the Move! | 


Lanette Chan 


The Berkeley Chess School is offering its ninth summer camp in Berkeley from June 21 through July 
9, 1999, with National Master Roger Poehlmann as its lead teacher. A second camp is being added this yea 
in Orinda, running from June 28 through July 9. Classes will be held Mondays through F ridays from 1:00. 
9:00p.m.for students currently in grades kindergarten through 8. The program includes chess instruction 
at different levels. 

The Berkeley Chess School is a nonprofit corporation that gives chess instruction to over 3,000 childre 
in kindergarten through high school in over 80 schools throughout Northern California. It was founded jj” 


years ago by Elizabeth Shaughnessy, former Irish Women’s Chess Champion. For more information ¢aj 
(510) 843-0150. 


The Berkeley Chess School Scores at CalChess Scholastics 


The Berkeley Chess School had stunning victories at the CalChess State Championships held on March’ 
27 and 28 in Santa Clara. Separated into 7 divisions ranging from the K-3 U600 through high school, The 


Berkeley Chess School captured 1st place club trophies in the following catagories with the following team 
members: | 


K-3 U600: Elliott Jardin (tied for lst place overall), Emilia Krubnik, Zane McNeil-Kenney and 
Mahnoosh Moghadam 

K-3 Open: Alexander Setzepfandt (1st place overall), Gabe Gordon, Andres Fuentes-Afflick and Daichi Siegrist 
(all tied for 4th place overall) 

K-6 U750: Nazee Moghadam, Michael Fischer, Kevin Walters 
(all tied for 4th place overall) and Aniv Nayar 


High School: Berkeley High School: Andy Lee (2nd place overall), Jonah Bilovsky, Andrew Fan and Davi 
Petty 


The Berkeley Chess School also came in second place in the club division for the remaining sections: : 
K-6 Open: Wesley Chen (tied for 2nd place overall), Ewelina Krubnik, Aaron Wilkowsky and Ravi Verma 
K-8 U850: Ahmad Moghadam (tied for 1st place overall), Ryan Dooley and Nelson Perez 

K-8 Open: Simion Kreimer, Sam Petty, Noah Youngs and Ernst Westphal 


Top Awards to Berkeley Chess School at the State Grade Level Championship 


Students of The Berkeley Chess School walked away with lst place trophies in four of the divisions held: 
at The California Chess State Grade Level Championships held in Stockton on May 15 and 16. Yuki Siegrisi 
(Kindergarten), Corey Chang and Devin Abbott (tied for 1st in second grade), Gabe Gordon (third grade) ant 
Kris MacLennan (ninth grade) are the new grade level champions. 
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The Berkeley Chess School placements are as follows: 


Kindergarten: Yuki Siegrist (1st place) Sieg 
First Grade: Mahnoosh Moghadam (3rd place) ) 
Second Grade: Corey Chang and Devin Abbott (tied for 1st), Andres Fuentes-Afflick (tied for 7th place) 
Third Grade: Gabe Gordon (lst place), Daichi Siegrist, Phillip Jouriles and Kevin Walters (tied for 3rd plac? 
Fourth Grade: Ahmad Moghadam (5th place) 

Fifth Grade: Aaron Wilkowski, Nazee Moghadam and Ryan Dooley (tied for 4th place) 

Sixth Grade: Alan Fung (tied for 7th place) 

Seventh Grade: Ernst Westphal (tied for 5th place) 

Ninth Grade: Kris MacLennan (lst place) 
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The Berkeley Chess School Summer Camp 1998 
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ip K-12 Grade Level Winners: Back row left to right: Ryan Dooley, Ernst Westphal, 
Aaron Wilkowski, Kris MacLennan, Nazee Moghadam and Alan Fung. Middle 
1s held: row: Daichi Siegrist, Michael Lum, Gabe Gordon and Ahmad Moghadam. Front 
Siegrist row: Yuki Siegrist and Mahnoosh Moghadam. 
le) ant Me 
' K-3Open Team Members: Back row left 
to right: Andres Fuentes-Afflick, 
Alexander Setzepfandt and Gabe Gordon. 
Front row: Daichi Siegrist and Yuki 
Siegrist. 
3 
place] 
K-3 Grade Level Winners: Back row left ieaaaeam 
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to right: Devin Abbott, Philip Jouriles, 
Kevin Walters and Mahnoosh Moghadam. aca a ee ee 
Front row: Yuki Siegrist, Daichi Siegrist, Fea gam TO Na POT A 
Gabe Gordon and Corey Chang. “ER Fhe 
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David Pruess. 


Defending National H. S. 
Champion, Senior Master Marcel 
Martinez lost only one game in the 
National High School tournament 
this year, to our own David Pruess 
from Northern California. That 
was enough to throw Marcel into 
a tie for 2nd place. Here is Marcel’s 
only loss, as NM Pruess plays a 
fine game. 


Pruess, David (2261) 
[California] 
Martinez, Marcel (2429) 

[Florida] 
1999 National High 
School Round 5 


[B47] 


1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 
e6 5.Nc3 a6 6.g3 Qc7 7.Bg2 Nf6 
8.0-0 Be7 9.h3 0-0 10.g4 d6 
11.Kh1 Rb8 12.f4 Nxd4 13.Qxd4 b5 
14.5 b4 15.Ne2 Nd7 16.f5 
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Showcase 


Photo by Eric Schiller 





16...Re8 [also to be considered was 
.... Qxc2] 17.Qf2 Ne5 18.Nd4 Bfs 
19.b3 Bb7 

20.Bb2 Rbc8 21.Rael g6 22.h4 Qe7 
23.fxe6 fxe6 24.Bh3 Bg7? [....Rb8 
seemed to be a better defensive 
try] 25.Bxe6+ Kh8 26.Bxc8 Rxc8 
27.Nf3 Rf8 28.Qe3 Re8 29.Nxe5 
Bxed 30.Bxe5+ Qxe5 31.Rf4 Kg8 
32.Kg1 a5 33.Qf2 Ba6 34.Re3 Qal+ 
35.Kh2 Qe5 36.Ref3 Bb7 37.Kh3 
Qe6+ 38.Kh2 Qe5 [We can under- 
stand that Black does not want to 
trade down to a lost endgame with: 
.... Bxe4 39.Rf8+ Rxf8 40.Rxf8+ 
Kg7 41.Rf4 BfS 42.Qa7+ and 
White should grind out a win.] 
40.Kg2 Bxe4 41.Rxe4 1-0 


Notes by Daren Dillinger 


Next 
submission 
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August 20 
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CalChess Emaii 
List Server is U 
and Running! 


By 
Doug Shaker 


CalChess now has two email lists}; 
ing maintained on a list server. List sey. 
ers are computer programs that let 
send an email message to one addr 
and have it sent from the server to hy 
dreds or even thousands of other a 
dresses. The two email lists that we hay 
are, of course, chess-related. The fin 
contains all email addresses of a 
CalChess member who has given us¢ 
email address. The second contains th 
email addresses of all active tourname 
directors in Northern California for why 
we have an email address. 


The members list has more than; 
hundred members on it. It is a moderate 
list. This means that someone, the |i 
moderator, must approve a posting tot 
list before it will actually go out. Thi 
cuts down on junk email and on nasi 
messages. We intend that this list be use! 
for postings of chess-related events. | 
you would like to send a message to th 
list, address your’ email t 
CalChessMembers @ lists. best.com anti 
will be approved and sent to all of tk 
CalChess members on the list. If yoi 
would like to be added to the list, send: 
message to CalChessMember 
Owner @lists.best.com and the list mot 
erator will add you. The list moderatori 
currently Doug Shaker 
doug @ theshakers.org. 


The other CalChess list is limitedt 
tournament directors active in Northen 
California. No one can post to this Is 
unless they are a member. However, It! 
not a moderated list, so that the tour 
ment directors can post freely to it. Ifyo! 
would like to be added to this list, pleas 
send email to  CalChessTDs 
owner @lists.best.com and we can ail 
you. If you are not on the list, but woul! 
like to post a message to the list - fi! 
example, if you wanted to find a tourmt 


ment director to run a tournament at yol! 


Continued on page J 
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Davis Chess Weekend 


by 
John McCumiskey, TD 


UC Davis’ Memorial Union Hall Mee Room was the venue for the Davis Chess Weekend (June 5-6) which 
drew 52 players. Co-sponsored by the Sacramento and Davis Chess Clubs, this was the first event in Davis 
in several years. A total of $825 was paid out in prizes. Thanks to Darryl Whitlow and Dave Johnson of the 
Davis Chess Club for getting the tournament site. Many of the participants said they would return to 
future Davis events held in the Mee Room. 


Thirty-eight players entered Saturday's 8-player Swisses. The largest singe contingent were the nine 
youth and scholastic players and three players from Biggs, California. Of special note was the donation by 
Portland, Oregon’s Walt Kuechle of his prize money in the D section to local junior chess activities. 


Fourteen players participated in Sunday’s 7-round Game in 10 event. Several heated battles ensued as 
no player had a perfect score and the top three scorers were undefeated. Everyone in the tournament won 
at least one game. 


5 JUNE 1999 SWISS PRIZE WINNERS 


1. Section A 1°-2™ Place Kenan Zildzic & Richard Long Score 2.5-0.5 Prize $62.50 ea 
3™ Place David Blohm & Michael Aigner score 2.0-1.0 Prize $12.50 ea 
2. Section B_ 1“ Place Brian Davis Score 3.0-0.0 Prize $75.00 
2™ Place David Johnson Score 2.5-0.5 Prize $50.00 
3 Place Marvin Gilbert Score 2.0-1.0 Prize $25.00 
3. Section C 1°‘ Place Dietmar Mayer Score 2.5-0.5 Prize $75.00 
2-3" Place Greg Sarafian, Michael Shaw, & Eduardo Corona 
Score 2.0-1.0 Prize $25.00 ea 
4, Section D_ 1°-3™ Place Walt Kuechle, Teodoro Porlares, & Marcos Arellano 
Score 2.5-0.5 Prize $56.67 ea 
4-5 Place Juan Corona, Chris Saeturn, Vanessa Gonzalez, & Daniel Early 
Score 2.0-1.0 Prize $13.75 ea 
6 JUNE 1999 G/10 PRIZE WINNERS 
1. Overall: 1st Place Kenan Zildzic Score 6.0-1.0 Prize S 55 
Overall: 2™1-3'7 Place James MacFarland & John M°Cumiskey 
Score 5.5-1.5 Prize S 27.50 ea 
2. Section 1500-1700 lst Place Larry Martinez, Roy McCollough, & Bob Pounds 
Score 4.0-3.0 Prize S$ 6.67ea 
3. Section Under 1500 lst Place Marvin Gilbert Score 3.0-4.0 Prize S 20.00 


rnin aaa 
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Chess Club to the World 


Continued from page 19 


there are many members who spend 
a good deal of time shouting out 
things to one another, or speaking 
more privately through “tells” (just 
as you would find in chat rooms on 
many ISPs). In fact, if the results of 
the small survey done for this article 
are any indication, most ICCers 
spend from 20%-30% of their time 
or more “chatting” to one another. 
It’s been reported that at least one 
married couple met at ICC (though 
I'd guess that the membership is 
about 80%-90% male; so, I would 
not suggest this as your first choice 
of place to meet your future wife but, 
for the ladies, on the other hand...) 

Would you believe that the ICC 
is also responsible for saving more 
than one life? On one occasion, 
during a tournament there was one 
player (known to the tournament 
manager to be a quadriplegic) who 
hadn’t moved in a while and just let 
his time expire (which seemed out 
of the ordinary to the tourney man- 
ager). Then the alert manager no- 
ticed the message “help” typed by 
that player. He quickly telephoned 
to the fire department of the city in 
which that player lived. When the 
fire department personnel arrived, 
they help to save the life of this 
player who’d been having a heart 
attack! There’s also one ICC mem- 
ber who confided in me that he had 
gone from being a family man with 
a great job to “bottom of the barrel” 
(i.e., losing family and job and ev- 
erything else) after becoming ad- 
dicted to drugs; but, through the 
help of ICC giving him something to 
occupy his time as well as provide a 
means for setting goals and gaug- 
ing self-improvement. This player's 
life has literally been saved from the 
evil that may otherwise have done 
him in! Without ICC, he says, per- 
haps he might never have been able 
to fight the addiction as successfully. 

At 50,000+ games a day, that 
roughly works out to roughly 2100 
games being played every hour or, 
during any given minute at least 35 
games being played by people of all 
strengths. If you are wondering 
what’s the most number of games 
going on at any time, or any other 
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record, typing “help records” let’s you 
see all. On November 22, 1998, at 
one point 572 games were going on 
simultaneously! Incidentally, this 
was the same day that Gary 
Kasparov was doing an interview on 
ICC as publicity for his match the 
next week (a 24-game, $1,000 per 
game event over 2 days). Thus, the 
games were probably being played 
by people waiting for interview to 
begin. On one of the days of the 24- 
game match (12 games each day), 
there were 56 titled players (i.e., GM, 
IM and FM) logged on at the same 
time (another ICC record). Though, 
the 2,266 players logged on during 
the Kasparov-Deep Blue match 
(which was carried live and for free) 
back in May of 1997 is the record 
for most members on at once. The 
$1,000-a-game, 24-game match be- 
tween Kasparov and the world’s #3- 
rated Krammnik was an experiment 
in “pay-per-view” chess. Embarrass- 
ingly, the interview to hype the event 
- a live spectacle on ICC - was very 
“out of control.” Imagine if you will, 
you are the world champion (or one 
of them) and from the moment you 
come on until several minutes after 
you leave, the “shout” console is lit- 
erally flooded with messages to the 
#1-rated player, such as “Hi, Gary 
from so-and-so.” I’m told Kasparov 
took it all in stride. Actually, the 
interview got into some pretty touchy 
subjects and was interesting (even 
if it was hard to follow because of all 
of the shouting). Still, the whole 
event, it seems, marks a new fron- 
tier for ICC as a vehicle for promot- 
ing chess and chess entertainment 
of a top scale. Already ICC has been 
used for various team competitions 
(including the College Champion- 
ships) and has hosted some WBCA- 
rated events as well. 

So, where does that leave us on 
the edge of the 21st century? Marty 
Grund sees the future of ICC as 
helping promote America on the 
world-wide chess scene, helping 
chess in America (especially helping 
our youth with a much-needed 
source for gaining valuable experi- 
ence), and as a place where there 
will be more and more officially- 
rated events. Hopefully, through 
ICC, the position of the United States 
on the world chess scene will be 
improved both outwardly and inwardly 





(i.e., by helping our youth to have 
better access to quality training an 
experience). Having “literally, sop, 
of the best programmers in the worl 
ensures that the ICC will be able; 
handle its growth as new membey 
keep coming in (to the tune of abo, 
several hundred new registrants, 
day (and about 2,300 use ICC fre 
as guests [guests don’t have priy, 
leges of getting rating, playing in toy: 
neys or “shouting”], every day). 

While ICC seems to be a vey 
wonderful chess heaven, that’s ng 
to say there are absolutely no prob. 
lems. Probably most irksome to ys 
ers, especially die-hard chess-fan; 
is “lag,” which refers to the time} 
may take a signal to get from on 
computer (where move is made) ty 
that player’s ISP, then to get to ICC; 
computer, then to go to opponent’ 
ISP to get to that player’s compute 
(to show the move made and awiai 
opponent's reply). When a player 
lag becomes greater than 1000 mil. 
liseconds (especially in a 1 O gamé 
the course of play is affected. In¢é 
fect, the “1 0” game becomes mor 
like a “3 0” game; only, there is 
disadvantage that you don't get to 
see opponent making move as it 
“real chess,” so you don’t know the 
move until it’s your turn. To keep 
lag from reducing time on the clock, 
unfairly, a method called “time 
stamping” is used thus, only time 
actually used is subtracted, while 
the lag time which was subtracted 
is restored. 

This brings us to cheating, be. 
cause inducing lag is one metho 
some may use to cheat. That is t0 
say, by running applications i 
background or downloading from the 
internet, a player can increase thal 
player’s lag. If you are playing a‘! 
0” game but have lag of 2,000-5,000 
milliseconds, you get a lot of extra 
time to think about the positiol 
(whereas opponent may have inl 
tially been in “mindset” of 1 0 an 
SO was moving faster than “nee 
be”). Another not uncommod, 
method of cheating is that some 
people do use computers to assisl 
their play (either by interface, or i! 
the background). Personally, I dom! 
understand why, since a “win,” thet, 
is not a win of “chess.” But some 


do. Yet, those in charge at ICC have" 
excellent ways to detect cheating }) 
eS | 
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this method. Still, ICC sees this as 


in a tourney (and winning!) and you 


to offer. For those, who responded, 


ing ani probably the biggest impediment to can’t get back “quickly enough” so _ who play in over-the-board tourna- 
¥» Soni getting large-scale, money-prize you are cut from the tourney. ments, all agree that the experiences 
€ worl’ ;5yrnaments at the present time. In Apart from these minor annoy- at ICC have helped them to improve 
able) ihe few prize-tourneys they have ances, the ICC is not only a place __ their play, both in terms of quality of 
ember run, a few computer-cheaters were for learning and improving your play and in better use of time (not 
ot abo detected. chess skill, not onlyaplaceformeet- getting into time pressure situations 
Tae i Another “major” problem arein- —_—ing new people, but also a place for as before ICC). Also, it is nice some 
-C free considerate users. Because I believe having a lot of fun (and without need remarked that there are many GMs 
© Priv; in politeness, win or lose it is my _ for killing or destroying things as is | and IMs whom you can observe play- 
In tou. habit to say “good game,” or words often found in today’s popular video ing; but, alas, they are not always so 
y). to that effect following any game. games)! I think it is well worth the approachable. Then again, with many 
a Vel) Sometimes, sadly, I’ve been met price of membership (and students opponents, tourneys, and a “lively at- 
at's not, with a hostile response. Then, there receive 1/2-off)!! But, don’t just take mosphere,” the ICC is just a “fun 
0 pro} §— are the higher-rateds, some ofwhom my word forit! Inthe recent survey, place to be.” Most who come here 
€tOus are nice enough to respond when albeit from a very small sampling yet have found a lot more than they were 
SS-fans they win; but, don’t respond at all, from a wide range of ages, both expecting. Generally, all find ICC to 
time i or make some negative comment in sexes, from all over the world (I re- be better than any other chess 
Om ont their response following aloss. Also, ceived responses from England, _ server. [I have visited some others; 
lade)? there are some people who shout Paris, Singapore, Australia, New _ but, must confess, that after spend- 
to ICC things out which are clearly incon- Zealand, and all over the continen- ing time at ICC, I found that nothing 
onents —_ sjderate of the fact that usually mi- tal U.S.) and a full range of various even comes close to providing what 
mputt’ nor children are present [remember, playing strengths and years spent ICC does, in terms of over-all qual- 
d await it’s always day-time somewhere]. engaged in this sport andtime spent _ity!] 
playes However, the administrators at ICC at ICC, all fully endorsed ICC and With all this you may ask, “well, 
00 mi: while fair, have little tolerance for would recommend to a friend. where does it end?” Well, it doesn’t. 
) gam users who don’t respect others. As Among things favored by respond- As our world becomes ever-smaller 
. Ine: the ICC is a private company, who ing players were the nice interface on the eve of the 21st Century, the 
S mor may determine its own rules, people offered by ICC, the people, chatting ICC grows ever bigger as the clearly- 
Te Si can be booted and in extreme cases and shouting and meeting friends established premiere chess club in 
t gett0 of abuse the ICC has been known form all over the world, ICC meets the world! With, literally, some of 
€ asil_ to refuse access from certain the needs of any schedule (even odd __ the best programmers in the world, 
10w tht ~~ internet locales (thus affecting not hours) as people are always at ICC, _ the ICC will always be ready to keep 
ro kee only the abuser, but anyone else there is always help for those who up with the changing demands of its 
1 clock, — who uses that local ISP to hook up). need it, “pinging” (a method of de- users and the swelling ranks of its 
‘time ~—- Thus, while it might not be unex- termining a player’s lag time), and membership [though, w17 lovers are 
ly time pected that the relatively fewfemale the friendly atmosphere and diver- _ still awaiting the extra file space to 
L, Whit users may be overly welcomed by sity both of players and types of keep wl7 ratings separate from 
tractel the predominantly male company, chess to play! Among those things other wild, at least to be better “pre- 
after speaking to some of the more especially “disliked” were lag (gen- dictor” for w17 tourneys]. After all, 
ng, be popular females at ICC, they re- erally the fault of one or both play- the ICC tends to attract (for the most 
methot ported that the admins are great at ers’ ISP, not the ICC computer, part, at least) from among the most 
at is » keeping the annoying ones away. which has time-stamping to try and __ intelligent and clever people around. 
ons Il The only other frustrations you nullify the lag’s effect on a player's _If I were a betting man, I’d wager that 
rom the may experience at ICC (aside from clock), that you can’t see people (and ICC members have the highest av- 
se that had play) are things which can only therefore don’t get the advantage, erage IQ for any group of its size. 
nga‘ happen in cyberspace, such as the say of “real life” blitz or bullet of see- | Thus, whether you go there for 
)-5,00)  not-in-real-life frustrations of ing opponent’s hand moving towards __ watching exciting chess, for improv- 
at as mouse-slips (i.e., you intend to put’ unit and picking up unit to move ing your own skills, for charting your 
oem oi Something somewhere, but because (extra few milliseconds for your plan- improvement over time via their rat- 
ive in you release mouse button at ning)), and there are some users at ings system, to get experience 
0 ane wrong” time, the unit goes some- ICC who are not very friendly and/ against experts and masters in the 
| “neel where else), grabbing and moving __ or who are not “good sports.” Also, “tourneys,” or to meet new people 
mmoi, (ie. resizing) the board instead of one added, there is not enough in- | and make some new friends, truly 
: a grabbing and moving a piece/pawn, terest in the slower time controls you will find at the ICC more than 
) assist the opponent who simply disappears (i.e., “standard” chess). at your ordinary chess club. Cer- 
c; orl in the middle of a game (e.g., per- However, the general tone of tainly, the ICC isa place where there 
, I don! haps that player was disconnected survey responses is that the plusses is more going on... and more to 
,” the, by their ISP or, worse, purposely —_ of ICC outweigh the “minuses” by come! 
[ som disconnects to avoid the loss), oryou. such a huge amount as to be an- 
‘C hav’ are disconnected by your ISP in the _ noyances yes, but not enough to de- 
ting) middle of a game, say when you are __ tract from the fun experience ICC has 
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The CalChess State 


Scholastic Weekend 
Continued from page 7 


to take second. Eight players tied 
for third place in this division of 
141 people. It is a good possibility 
that I will have a High School Jun- 
ior Varsity Division next year. 
The top school team was Berke- 
ley High School easily topping last 
year’s winner, The College Prepa- 
ratory School of Oakland, by 19.0 
to 16.5 points. Chess for Juniors 
from Huntington Beach won the 
best club trophy with 19.5 points 
to the Berkeley Chess School’s 16 
points. 

K-8 Championship (Junior High 
School): Keith Yost (1781) of the 
Fresno Chess Academy, and last 
year's K-6 State Champion, drew 
his team mate, Chris Pascal 
(1677), to get 5.5 points and first 
place. A five-way tie ensued for 
second place-Chris Pascal, Akash 
Deb (1615), Robert Wei (1347), 
Samuel Kwok (1227), and Derek 
Hwang (1010). Hopkins Junior 
High School of Fremont took its 
fifth team championship defeat- 
ing St. Marks of San Rafael who 
also previously had four titles. 
Chess For Juniors once again de- 
feated the Berkeley Chess School 
to take the club trophy back to 
Southern California. 

K-8 Under 850 (Junior High 
School JV): We had a tie for first in 
this division with Alicia Fulk (792) 
and Ahmad Moghadam (752) both 
obtaining 5.5 points. They became 
our first champions in this new sec- 
tion. A five way tie resulted for the 
third spot-Michael Fischer (692), 
Alexander Kwan (841), Zev 
Wisotsky (unrated) Tony Roca (820), 
Jayodita Sanghvi (788). Hopkins 
Junior High School also took home 
the first place trophy in this divi- 
sion with Biggs Middle School sec- 
ond. The club trophy went to a new 
club from Santa Cruz—the Paladin 
Club. 

K-6 Championship (Elementary 
School): I doubt anyone would have 
predicted the outcome in this divi- 
sion. A fair number of the US Chess 
Federation’s Top 50 in the 9-10 & 
11-12 age groups contested for first 
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Checking out Hans’ chess 
problem . The prize was a copy 
of Chess Mentor Deluxe 


(1925), 
(1541), 


place: Cory Evans 
Alexander Karnazes 
Wesley Chen (1300), Alen 
Melikadamyan (1727), Ankit 
Gupta (1286), Daniel Schwarz 
(1496). However, they had to sit 
back and watch Michael Pearson 
from the Chess Club of San Mateo 
County win all his six games and 
take the title. The annual com- 
petition for the team champion- 
ship in this section continues to 
be between Weibel Elementary 
School and Mission San Jose EI- 
ementary School both of Fremont. 
Each year, less then two points 
separate the winner and the 
battle comes down to the last 
round. In 1995 Mission won. In 
1996 it was Weibel’s turn. Mis- 
sion came back in 1997. Weibel 
took the title in 1998. This year 
Mission’s T-shirts that said, “The 
Real Northern California Cham- 
pion” proved valid with their 16 to 
14.5 victory over Weibel. Chess 
For Juniors went home with an- 
other first place club trophy. 

K-6 Under 750 (Elementary 
School JV): Ben Laufer (722) and 
Sean Blume (unrated) both went 
undefeated (6-0) to become the co- 
champions. Ilia Talalai (670) also 
went undefeated, but had a draw 
in round 4 to get 5.5 and third 
place. St. Marks of San Rafael, 
who tied with Weibel last year, had 
a clear victory this year with a 
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strong 20 points. The Berkely 
Chess School defeated Chess Py 
Juniors in the club competitig 
IOS to 15. 

K-3 Championship (Primay 
School): Alexander Setzepfang 
(1236), one of last year’s Prim 
School Junior Varsity champions (4 
became the 1999 California Cheg 
Primary School Champion winning 
all five of his games. Micha¢ 
Cambareri (1220) and David Serbip 
(882) tied for second with 4.5-5 
Weibel Elementary School of Fre.’ 
mont defeated Mission San Jog 
Elementary School of Fremont }) 
to 8 to tie the all time wins in this 
division 4 to 4. The Berkeley Cheg 
School defeated the Newport Beach 
Chess Club 17 to 13.5 to obtain th. 
club trophy. 

K-3 Under 600 (Primary Schod 
JV): Three players won all five of 
their games in this division-Jessig 
Hsueh (unrated), Hans Tsai (up 
rated) and Elliott Jardin (unrated) 
Jessica and Hans are both from 
Weibel and their 10 points helpef 
their school team win this div: 
sion with 18 points over Argonaut 
Elementary School of San Jos 
(13.5 points). The Berkeley Chess 
School defeated Chess for Junior 
16 to 13.5 for the club trophy. , 

Kindergarten: Twenty-six kit 
dergarten and_ pre-schoolet 
showed their maturity during five 
rounds of chess and they all r¢ 
ceived trophies. In his first tour 
nament ever, Tau Jeng of Fremont, 
drew Tony Chen (917) from Salt 
Lake City, Utah and won first plat 
with 4.5-.5. Sean Bowe (839) 
Tatsuro Yamamura (620) and Alai 
Hwang (unrated) tied for secont 
place with 4-1. There is no teail 
trophy in the Kindergarten Division.’ 
Only one school fielded enough 
players to constitute a team, in aij 
case. Weibel Elementary Scho 
with eight kindergarten competitot 
seemed to be ready for next yeaf’ 
team competitions. 

I hope you will join us in 200 
on April 8-9 at the Santa Clara Cott 
vention Center to celebrate the 26th 
anniversary of the California Ches 
State Scholastic Championships. 


g | 


} 
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Club Directory 





Places to play chess in Northern California and Northern Nevada 


Arcata 

Monday, 6-10 pm 

Arcata Chess Club 
Conference Room, Arcata 


Library 
James Bauman 707-822-7619 


Berkeley 

Friday, 7:15 p.m. 

Berkeley City Club 

2315 Durant 

A. Glasscoe 510-652-5324 


Burlingame 

Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 
Burlingame Lions Hall 

990 Burlingame Ave 

Scott Wilson 650-355-9402 
www.BurlingameChessClub.com 


Campbell 

Kolty Chess Club 

Thursdays 7-11:30 p.m. 
Campbell Comm Ctr 
Winchester/W.Campbell 

F, Leffingwell 408-732-5188 
work 408-526-7090 


fleffing@cisco.com 


| Carmel 


Call for current information 
Randall Swanson 
408-626-6113 


Carmichael 
Monday 6-10 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Ctr. 
4701 Gibbons 


Chico 

Thursday 7-11 p.m. 

Mtn Mike’s Pizza 

1722 Mangrove Ave 

Barry Nelson 916-873-3107 


Davis 

Thursday 7 p.m. 

Hunt Hall UCD, Room 241 
Dave Johnson 916-756-2752 


Fremont 

Fridays 7:00-on 

Newark Coffee Company 
39279 Cedar Blvd, Newark 
Hans Poschmann 
510-656-8505 


Fresno 

Mondays 6-11 p.m. 

Carls Jr. 

3820 N. Cedar Ave. 

D. Wajckus 559-252-4484 


Humboldt County 
Call for current information 
Bob Phillips 707-839-4674 


Livermore 

Fridays 7-12 p.m. 

South Cafeteria 

Lawrence Livermore Lab 
Charles Pigg 510-447-5067 


Merced 

Merced Chess Club 
Friday 6:30 p.m. 

Merced Mall Food Court 


Madera 

Thursdays 7:00 p.m. 
Carls Jr. 

Madera Ave. & Hwy 99 
Bill Hicks 559-675-3094 


Modesto Chess Club 
Tuesday 7:00 p.m. 

Doctor’s Hospital Cafeteria 
144] Florida Ave 

John Barnard 209-785-7895 


Monterey 

Open daily except Mon. 
430 Alvarado St. 
Yudacufski 408-646-8730 


Mt Shasta 
Wednesdays 7:00 p.m. 
George Washington Manor 
Mt. Shasta 

Dick Bolling 530-926-3608 


Paradise 

Tuseday 7-10 p.m. 

Paradise Senior Center 
Barry Nelson 916-873-3107 


Porterville 
Wednesday 7 p.m. 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Corner of Henderson 

& Indiana 

Hans Borm 559-784-3820 


Reno, NV 

sun-Thurs 6:30 p.m. 

2850 Wrondel Way. Suite D 
Club: 702-827-3867 

Jerry Weikel 702-747-1405 


Richmond 
Fridays 6 p.m. 
Richmond Library 
26th & MacDonald 


Ross Valley 
(Marin County) 
For current info, write: 
P.O, Box 69 

Ross CA 94957 


Sacramento 


Wednesday 6-10 p.m. 


Senior Citizens Ctr 
915-27th St. 

Stewart Katz 916-444-3133 
CSU Sacramento 

Student Union Bidg. 


Salinas 

Any weekend afternoon 
Carl’s Jr. 

1061 N Davis Rd 

http: //members.xoom.com/ 
oxley/SalinasCC.htm 


San Anselmo 
Tuesday 7 p.m. 

Round Table Pizza, 

Red Hill Shpping Ctr 

Sir Francis Drake Blvd 
Jim Mickle 415-457-2719 


San Francisco 
Mechancis’ Institute 
Open daily 

57 Post St, 4th Floor 
Jim Eade 650-328-9785 


San Jose 

Tue & Fri, Noon-4 p.m. 
Willows Senior Center 

2175 Lincoln Avenue 

Jerry Marshall 408-267-1574 


Santa Clara 

2d Sat. Each month 
2:15-6:15 p.m. 

Mary Gomez Park 

F. Sierra 408-241-1447 


Santa Rosa 

Tuesdays 6-10:45 p.m. 
Sonoma Coffe Company 

521 4th Street 

Keith Halonen 707-578-6125 


Santa Rosa 

Ist & Last Saturdays of month 
Adult & Youth Chess Club 
of Sonoma County 

Rincon Valley Library 
Conference Room 

6959 Montecito Blvd, 

Santa Rosa 

Mike Haun 707-537-0162 


Stanford 

Monday 7:30-10:30 p.m. 
Student Union, Rm 550-550d 
Andrian Keatinge-Clay 
415-497-0598 


Sunnyvale 

LERA 

Tuesday, 8 p.m. 

Lockheed Rec Cir, Bldg #160 
Ken Stone 408-629-5530 


Tulare 

Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 

A&W Root Beer 

133 North ‘J’ Street 

Ward Forman 559-688-6386 


Vallejo 

Fridays 7:00 p.m. 

Senior Citizens Ctr 

333 Amador St 

Frank Harris 707-644-3004 


Visalia 

Wednesday 7 p.m. 

Carl’s Jr-Von's Ctr 

Hwy 198 & Chinowth 
Allan Fifield 559-734-2784 


Woodland Chess Group 
Sundays, 3:30-9:00 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Center 

630 Lincoln Avenue 

Don Copeland530-666-0868 


Yuba-Sutter 

Mon & Wed 7-11 p.m. 

Caris Jr 

Bridge St & Hwy 99, Yuba City 
Tom Giertych 916-671-1715 








i wy ! Our CCJ copy submission policy 5 
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Dear Editor, 


I want to congratulate Alan 
Kirshner and his staff on the extraor- 
dinary job they did at the California 
Chess State Championships held in 
Santa Clara. The equivalent of run- 
ning seven separate tournaments, 
the State Championship is the larg- 
est scholastic chess event in Cali- 
fornia. I have seen many smaller 
tournaments that have been less 
well organized than this. 

As with any large event, there 
are always difficulties that arise. The 
true test is how these difficulties are 
handled. I witnessed first hand a 
situation in which Alan was sur- 
rounded by half-a-dozen individuals 
all wanting his assistance. He 
handled each problem calmly and ef- 
fectively and in a very professional 
manner. 

As a parent and an individual in- 
volved in scholastic chess, I was told 
about many things that happened at 
the tournament. What I heard was 
overwhelmingly positive and I am 
pleased to pass this on. 


Lanette C. Chan-Gordon 
Executive Director 
The Berkeley Chess School 
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Qb4 23.b3 Ng6 24.Rh5 Ned 
25.Rfl Qc3 26.Bf4 Nxf3+ 27.Bxf3 
Rd3 28.Kg2 e5 29.Bh6 Rad8 0-1 


Fisher-Kirshner, M (1926) 
Grijalva R. (1936) 
[B22] 

Round 4 


1.e4 c5 2.c3 e6 3.d4 d5 4.exd5 
exd5 5.Be3 cxd4 6.Qxd4 Nc6 
7.Bb5 Nf6 8.Nf3 Bd6 9.Ne5 Qc7 
10.Bf4 O-O 11.Nxc6 bxc6 12.Bxd6 
Qxd6 13.Be2 Re8 14.Kdl1 c5 
15.Qh4 d4 


2 


GEG 
GY GY 


= 





16.cxd4 Rxe2! 17.Kxe2 Ba6+ 
18.Kd1 Re8 19.Nd2 Be2+ 20.Kc2 
cxd4 21.Racl Qb4 22.Kb1 Qxd2 
23.Qg3 h6 24.Qc7 Nd5 25.Qd7 
Rb8 26.Rc8+ Rxc8 27.Qxc8+ Kh7 
28.Qf5+ Kg8 29. Drawn %» @& 
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Continued from page 24 


local library — then you should sendé 
message to CalChessTDs- 
owners @lists.best.com and we can for 
ward it to the list. 


These email lists should improve cont ’ 
munication within the Northern Califomn 
chess community. If you have any ques 
tions as to how they work or if you have 
suggestions for improvements, pleas 
send email to 
CalChessMembers @lists.best.com é 


Breech. some basal Seti. TE 


S 


Read all 
About It 


Pe eee | cam, Ye ee 


— rw Fry ff 


Visit our sites on the 
World wide Web 
http: // 
calchess.webjump.com 
& 
http. //.webjump.com/ 
scholastics. html 
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7a The CalChess Calendar of Events 


(*= CalChess discount) last update 5-2099 
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Annual Events 
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i P.O. Box 7453, Fremont 94539 HP = Hans Poschmann, (702) 747-1405 
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, | JE =James Eade, JH = Jim Hurt, (510) 656-8505 Tournament Clearinghouse 
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he i AP (650)328-9785 (970)285-7041 1878 W. 11 St. #144, Fremont, CA 94538-2145 
\ = Allan Fifield, AK = Alan Kirshner, Tracy 95376 (510) 623-1889 
i POBox 27, 66 Indian Hill Plaza, hereshope9@nreach.com K ; Ches @: See 
1 Visalia 93979 EU DS = Doug Shaker, nowChess @aol.com 
ia - 
(559)734-2784 (510) 657-1586 2030 Mills Ave.., See atl Laake 
‘om 1 | AG = Alan Glasscoe hegemon@hooked.net Menlo Park 94025 pee ee 
' PO Box 11613 AK2= Adrian Keatinge-Clay, (650)854-2545 and annotated games igCCI: 
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The Sands Regency is pleased to announce a history making event... 


THE 100TH U.S. OPEN CHESS TOURNAMENT 
Reno, Nevada 9 Round Swiss August 10-19, 1999 


$63,300.00 Prize Fund - UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED! 
(Largest U.S. Open Prize Fund Ever!!!) 


_ 200 Grand Prix Points (15 Places!) Ist - $10,000 - 5,000 - 2,500 - 2,000 - 
1,500 - 1,400 - 1,300 - 1,200 - 1,100 - 1,000 - 900 - 800 - 700 - 600 - 500 
(2300-2399) Ist - $2,000 - 1,000 (2,200 - 2,299) Ist - $2,000 - 1,000 


7 Places Paid in Each Class! 
Expert eye Sha ~ a) ° oR”? 
2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 1,500 1,000 
1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1 OOO 500 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


700 700 700 700 700 400 
500 500 500 500 500 300 
300 300 300 300 300 200 
200 200 200 200 200 200 
200 200 200 200 200 200 





Entry Fee: $140 Hotel Rates: $59, $89 Friday-Saturday (10 day stay averages just $65/day!) 


BUT WAIT! THE LARGE PRIZE FUND IS ONLY PART OF THE STORY! 
* — Rings plus trophies awarded to all champions - commemorative pins to all players 
¢ Free coffee every round - post bulletin sent to all players - sets and boards provided 
e Players registration bock - signatures of all players to be sent to the USCF archives 
to represent this historic event! 
¢ GM & IM Workshops, Clinics, Lectures and Simuls - Plenty of side chess tourneys 
e Plus a few extra (secret!) special surprises!! 


SO PLAN YOUR TRIP FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY NOW - PLENTY 
TO DO IN THE BEAUTIFUL RENO/LAKE TAHOE AREA! 


Beautiful Lake Tahoe - M.S. Dixie Paddlewheeler Cruise - Ponderosa Ranch (TV’s Bonanza) - 
Squaw Valley Tram - Virginia City (Go Back 140 Years in Time to an Authentic Silver Mining 
Town) - Pan for Real Gold - Ride a Steam Engine Train - Carson City Railroad Museum - Donner 
Party Museum - Wild Island (Water Park and More) - Fleishmann Planetarium - Pioneer Theater - 
Reno Style Entertainment - Casino Gaming - Shows - Gaming Tournaments - Plus MUCH MORE 


On behalf of my wife, Fran and my family, the entire TD staff and the Sands Regency Hotel 
Casino, we would like to extend to all of you a personal invitation to this historic 100th U.S. Open 
in Reno, Nevada, the 1993 USCF Chess City of the Year. Along with the USCF we will do our 
best to bring you a most memorable event!! Jerry Weikel, Chief TD 

345 N. ARLINGTON AVE., RENO, NEVADA 89501 


(702) 348-2200 - TOLL FREE RESERVATIONS (800) 648-3553 
FAX # (702) 348-2226 
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THE EDITOR'S REPORT 


Welcome to our special ‘Interview Issue’. 
known all across the Bay area for her work at the Berkeley Chess School ai 
Lanette Chan-Gordon has contributed a delightful interview that includ: 





Elizabeth’s adventures in Elista. 


Bay Area Summer Scholastics 
Phil Smith: The King of Central California 
A Double-Header of Quick Action! 


Elizabeth Shaughnessy is wel/ 


Less well-known to the current generation’ 


chess players is Phil Smith who was the dominate player in the San Joaqii 


Valley for several decades. 
known and played everyone. 


Phil was a walking history book who seemed to hai? 
Phil was interviewed by Fresno Chess Club pres: 


dent Dennis Wajckus in 1983 and this interview is presented as a memot 


tribute to a tough competitor and a good friend. 


) 


Northern Californian chess kids continue to pile up honors faster than W 


can print the magazine. 
at the Dake International 


Since our last issue Vinay Bhat has earned an IM no 
, Jordy Mont-Reynaud has become the US Catt 
Champhion, and Uri Andrews has won the Gold Medal for chess at the nation’ 


Maccabi games for Jewish youth. Winners of 1999 Scholar Chessplayers Awal 
include Phillip Wang (Reno NV), Jordy Mont-Reynaud (Palo Alto CA), David Prues 


(Berkeley CA) and Anthony Rozenvasser (Cupertino CA). 


truly amazing crop of talented juniors. 


We are blessed with!) 


“To error is human” and your editor continues to make his fair share. Tl 
picture of Garry Kasparov in the last issue was taken by Gabe Sanchez. Mos'\ 
perplexing was the spelling of Vladimir Pafnutieffs name in the last issue. 
consulted Vladimirs’s book “How to Create Combinations” to confirm the spe! 
ing and I found it spelled Pafneutief on the cover of the Hypermodern Pres 
edition. That is the spelling I used in the last issue even to the point of chang’ 


ing the correct spelling in the book review by Val Zemitis. 


I did not realize tht 


the preferred spelling of ‘Pafnutieff was used consistently in the text of hl 
book Please accept my sincere apologies to his friends and family. | 
Please continue to send your submissions for the CCJ to: California Ches 


Journal, PO Box 27, Visalia CA 93279-0027 


Northern California is a big sta’ 


) 


and the only way I can report on chess in your area is with your help. The 
deadline for submissions for the next issue of CCJ is November 20th. | 

This issue is dedicated to the memory of USCF delegate Ken Horne of Las 
Vegas who was killed in a tragic plane crash in Las Vegas while returning from 


the US Open in Reno. 


Ken was a true gentleman and best known outside ©) 


Nevada as a firm supporter of One Man One Vote. Please see Duncan Oxley* 
article on page 20 for additional details of this tragic accident. 
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Elizabeth Shaughnessy, 
founder and president of The Ber- 
keley Chess School, participated in 
the 1998 Chess Olympics in Elista, 
Russia, playing on Board 2 of the 
Irish Women’s Chess Team. She 
now shares her experiences at the 
Olympics as well as her insights 
into scholastic chess. 

Int: It’s so nice that we could 
get together today. You participated 
in the Chess Olympics in 
Elista, Russia and I understand 
that you were the only person in the 


Olympian Discusses Elista Chess Olympics 4 


Elizabeth studies 
with her friend and 
mentor Richard 
Shorman. 


enough food — there were riots and 
long lines for food in Russia at the 
time which aired nightly on the 
news channels here - that the 
promised accommodations would 
not materialize and that we would 
be housed in tents, that the newly 
built airport was not safe and of 
course that medical supplies and 
services were nonexistent! My hus- 
band urged me not to go because 
he feared for my safety. The Irish 
Chess Union however, after much 
investigation decided that we would 
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Interview and photos by Lanette C. Chan-Gordon 


warmly and taken to the Irish men’s 
quarters in Chess City where con- 
struction workers were still build- 
ing the tournament hall! However, 
the bungalow type living accommo- 
dations were lovely, spacious and 
comfortable with clean showers and 
comfortable beds. Warm coffee, the 
inevitable vodka and friendly smiles 
dispelled any fears we still held. We 
were disappointed to learn that 
the Irish Women’s team would be 
housed outside Chess City in older 
apartments since all the bungalows 
were not yet built. We wanted to be 
close to our male counterparts, but 
soon got over our disappointment 
when we were shown our own 
accommodations.They were spa- 
cious and comfortable and included 
a well stocked kitchen, a bathroom 


chool» entire state of California and one __ be safe if we did not travel through —_ with shower, a living room and a 
include of the very few people in the coun- Moscow. bedroom for each of us. We were 
eration try to go. You represented the Irish We flew to Paris and from there introduced to our sponsors, who 
n Joadtil Women’s team. Please tell us to Stavropol where we were joined provided us with everything we 
sd to hat? about your experiences there. by other European Teams. The ter- wanted including room service and 
lub pres Elizabeth: Well, it is interest- minal was cold and damp and a car and driver at our disposal at 
memo —_ ing that before we went many chess staffed with unfriendly soldiers. all times. The multistory apartment 
) journalists were calling upon the Here nothing had changed since the building housed teamsfrom India, 
r than F chess players of the world to boy- days of the Soviet Union. The at- Africa and Asia. We were told that 
1 IM noni . 
US Cate cott the Olympiad because of the mosphere was one of fear, depriva- since the tournament hall was not 
e natal? perceived politics of the presi- tion and neglect. We were glad when yet complete the games would start 
ers Awa dent of the country, Kirsan we had all passed uneventfully a day late and there would be 13 
vid Puss. ~=—slyumzhinov (also president of through the many bureaucratic instead of 14 rounds. The weather 
ed wih) FIDE) and the rumor that he was _ hurdles and were on the busses to __ was glorious and generally players 
responsible for the murder of ajour-  Elista. We were too tired and cold were glad for the extra day to re- 
are. Tt  nalist in Kalmykia. However, only to speak much, but safety was on cover from the journey and the 
ez. M\ a handful of players, mostly from everyone’s mind as we traveled the Kalmykians were most gracious in 
issue Holland, boycotted the Olympiad. six hours to Elista. We felt reas- entertaining us, showing us their 
the sp = Most of us felt that if we were to sured at the sight of the police es- _ city, countryside and culture. The 
— me boycott every Olympiad held in a__ cort at the front, middle and end of countryside was amazingly beauti- 
° a country which did not share our our convoy of busses. The busses _ ful, a bit like the desert, you either 
asl of hi democratic values, there would be themselves were a horror. The love it or hate it. It was vast, it was 
_ very few Olympiads. On the ques- fumes of diesel fuel were asphyxi- flat and the skies were constantly 
nia Che’) ~ionofthe murder, we held the view ating but opening the windows was changing with the winds and the 
pig stat’ that he is innocent until proven _ out of the question because it was clouds changing and changing. 
help. Th guilty and there seemed little more so cold. We tried to sleep, huddled Spectacular. The opening ceremony 
: _ than the accusation connecting him together for warmth and sharing was held in the city’s football sta- 
ne ofl to the crime. with strangers whatever coats or dium. It opened with a blessing 
ning from l On a more realistic level there | warm covering we had. chanted by Buddhist monks, fol- 
ie ’ Were fears that the country was not We arrived in Elista and things lowed by a parade of the flags of the 
n Oxley® 
) 


Safe; that there would not be 


began to look up. We were greeted 


110 countries represented. There 


California Chess Journal Summer 1999 3 













a | 


“y 


i 


i 


a 


. 
ae 


were speeches followed by “Tulpan” 
the state song and dance ensemble, 
the folk dance theater “Oyraty” and 
by children’s dance ensembles. It 
ended with a spectacular fireworks 
display. 

To everyone’s amazement the 
tournament hall in Chess City was 
completed in time for the start of 
the games with only one day delay. 
We were all eager to get started. This 
is why we came! We played India in 
the first round and lost on all three 
boards. This continued for awhile 
until we were paired against the 
Virgin Islands. Well. Everybody 
beats the Virgin Islands and so did 
we. However, that win seemed to 
turn us around and we continued 
to win again and again. I won 6 out 
of my 13 games on Board 2. Board 
1 also won 6 and Board 3 won 6.5. 
We were very happy with the result. 
We did as well as any Irish Women’s 
team had ever done. 

It is hard to describe the atmo- 
sphere at a chess Olympiad. Time 
seems to stop and everyone goes all 
out and competes in a world out- 
side the real world, a world that 
revolves around the many details 
of chess. Of course it is interna- 
tional, but somehow when you are 
there with all these people of differ- 
ent ethnicities, languages and cul- 
tures all sharing one common in- 
terest — your interest — it is awe- 
some. In the basement of the tour- 
nament hall in Chess City there 
was a coffee bar where you could 
go and meet players from other 
countries. They held a disco there 
every evening and even the top 
countries, Russia, the U.S., China, 
Georgia, etc. would all show up for 
awhile. Security was very tight and 
everywhere visible, so everyone felt 
relaxed and safe. 

I've traveled quite a lot in my 
life and Kalmykia is the most ex- 
otic place I have ever visited. Lo- 
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Elizabeth answers a 
question for one of 
her students 
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cated west of the Urals on the 
Caspian Sea the population is en- 
tirely of Asian descent. They are 
Buddhist and have their own lan- 
guage and culture of which they are 
rightfully prioud. They are a unique, 
friendly and handsome people. The 
children are especially beautiful 
and well cared for. It was a very 
special time for me. 

Int: That’s wonderful. How did 
it feel to do nothing but play chess 
all day? 

Elizabeth: Amazing! I took my 
laptop with me from Berkeley with 
my own program, things I wanted 
to study, Fritz, etc. I would get up 
in the morning, be transported to 
breakfast at a restaurant, return to 
find my room cleaned, bed made, 
clean towels and sheets, refrigera- 
tor restocked, etc. Then I would sit 
in my room and study in prepara- 
tion for my game in the afternoon. 
Every morning a bulletin was dis- 
tributed to all the players of the 
games played the previous day, so 
you could look up what your oppo- 
nent had played. After several hours 
of study we would go to lunch, then 
back to the apartment for a short 
nap and then take a brisk walk to 
the tournament hall to play at 
3:00pm. After the game it was usu- 
ally dinnertime, then some quick 
analysis, some more study, some 
relaxation and back to the 
apartment. A quick look at some 
more chess and off to sleep. What a 
life! | was there for three weeks with 
nothing to do but play and study 
chess. It was wonderful. I suppose 
most men are used to having their 
basic needs like food, laundry and 
housecleaning done for them but | 
am not. To have to do nothing else 
but play chess was quite a vaca- 
tion. 

Int: [| understand that this was 
not your first Chess Olympiad. 

Elizabeth: In 1969 I played in 





my first Olympiad in Lublin, Poland 
also on the Irish Women’s Team, In 
1970 I became Irish Women, 
Champion. That was 30 years aig 
Since then I have done other things | 
like have a family, a career, an 
serve in elected public office. It was 
a great personal accomplishmey; 
for me to have qualified in 1998 4 
play again for the Irish team. Hoy. 
ever, I do not plan to retire fron 
playing chess anytime in the ney 
future. I enjoy it too much! 


5 


) 


Int: Great! It must have been; 


bit of a culture shock for when yoy 
returned. Now you are running the 


Berkeley Chess School. Tell us, 


about the school and it’s history, 
Elizabeth: | started the Berke. 
ley Chess School, then known a; 


Chess in the Schools, in 1981, vol / 


unteering in my own children’s ¢|- | 


ementary school. There was a great 


interest in it as you can imagine in ) 


a university town such as Berke. 
ley. 72 children showed up at the 
first class. From that beginning i 
spread by popular demand, first to 
all the schools in Berkeley and than 
throughout the Bay Area. It became 
a nonprofit corporation in 1994, 
George Koltanowski, who has been 
my guide and mentor since the be 
ginning, is on the Board of Direc- 
tors. Currently we teach 3,000 stu 


~ 


~— 


a 


dents from kindergarten throufh | 


high school in 80 schools in the Bay 


Area and beyond. We teach in pub: / 


lic, private and parochial schools. 
We have constant calls from schools 
wanting our chess program and to 
the extent we have good qualified 
instructors we go into those schools. 


We have been in existence long } 


enough now to have followed stu: 
dents from kindergarten through 
high school. Berkeley High has won 
the State Championship three oul 
of the last four years, and all thost 


~~ 


students started with The Berkeley , 


Chess School in elementary schol 
We have produced masters, ant 
some of our instructors were onc 
our students. Most important, We 


have brought the love and pleasule | 
of chess to thousands of children | 
There seems to be no limit to the 


interest out there. There is, howevé, 
a limit to the number of good it 
structors. | 

Int: You have a lot of expel 
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Students at The 
Berkeley Chess 
School Summer 
Camp gather to 
listen to Elizabeth 


ence teaching chess and working 
with chess teachers and children. 
What does it take to be a good chess 
teacher for children? 

Elizabeth: I am always look- 
ing for people who are good with 
children, have good classroom con- 
trol and of course who know enough 
about chess and are enthusiastic 
enough about chess to teach chil- 
dren. Not your everyday combina- 
tion. Chess masters are not always 
good teachers and master teachers 
are not always good chess players! 
[currently have a group of 28 won- 
derful people who work for us and 
enjoy doing it. I am always looking 
to increase that number. 

Int: What other chess related 
activities do you offer to your kids? 

Elizabeth: In addition to in- 
struction in schools, we provide stu- 
dents the opportunity to play in 
UCSF rated chess tournaments 
which we run. During the school 
year, we have a Friday night tour- 
nament from 6:00 — 8:00pm at the 
Berkeley City Club. It is a low key 
introduction to tournament play. 
We also offer extra mid-level and ad- 
vanced classes to students who 
show a special interest in the game 
and are willing to do the work nec- 
essary to become better. Among the 
special classes we provide is a 10- 
week seminar on basic endgame 
play. 

During the first quarter of the 
school year, we hold a tournament 
to establish the ladder for our pres- 
ligious Berkeley Bishops team, 
comprised of the best students in 
our program. The team competes 
With other chess teams from 
throughout the area. At the end of 
the school year, there is an inter- 
scholastic team competition among 





all the schools in our program to 
encourage team play and school 
pride. We award trophies to every 
participant! 

We offer a 4 week day camp in 
the summer which is our most 
popular activity for students begin- 
ner through advanced. Classes are 
broken down into different levels 
and the children are placed accord- 
ing to their skill. Some parents are 
reluctant because they think 4 
hours a day of chess is too much 
but you would be amazed. We al- 
ways require the children to go out- 
side during their break and what 
you see is most of them taking the 
sets and boards out to play more 
chess! It’s wonderful to see so much 
enthusiasm over the game! In ad- 
dition to our permanent camp in- 
structors, GM Danny King (Modera- 
tor for Kasparov vs. The World), GM 
Alexander Baburin, GM Walter 
Browne, former Junior World 
Champion GM Julio Kaplan and 
GM Roman Dzindzichasvili have in- 
structed students at the camp. 

Our primary goal is to enrich 
the lives of young people and give 
them the tools developed through 
the study of chess to do better in 
school and better in life. However, 
if a student and his/her family wish 
to go further and become a master, 
we provide the necessary 
instruction to do that. Students 
from The Berkeley Chess School 
win at the State Championships 
every year. 

Int: How do you think children 
benefit from playing chess’? 

Elizabeth: The answer to that 
question is well stated by The Ber- 
keley Chess School: “Chess is a mix 
of complexity and contradiction. It’s 
entertainment, yet serious. It de- 


mands imagination and creativity, 
yet depends upon established pat- 
terns. Players must operate in the 
immediate, while imagining the fu- 
ture. It’s as challenging as the most 
rigorous of mathematic or scientific 
problems, yet it’s fun. It appears to 
proceed at a meditative pace, but 
the excitement is electric. And per- 
haps because of its unique 
counterposing of these and many 
more such opposites, chess is per- 
fect for kids. 

Though chess has been around 
for more than a thousand years, 
new evidence suggests It is one of 
history’s most valuable educational 
tools. In 1997 studies found that 
the hidden rewards for students of 
chess are surfacing on test results 
in reading, science and math, along 
with findings that indicate growth 
in critical cognitive abilities such as 
deducing, hypothesizing, strategic 
thinking, logic, future thinking and 
judgment. Beyond academia, chess 
also appears to influence social be- 
havior, including self-esteem, re- 
spect for others, patience and old- 
fashioned notions of good manners. 

Other research indicated the 
skills involved in playing chess are 
similar to those used in acquiring 
language. In short, a database of 
information is acquired (learning 
the pieces, their moves, and the 
openings, in addition to classifying 
them), which is then activated. 

Through use, shaped by train- 
ing and experiential feedback, the 
student automatically engages 
deeper, more complex thinking 
skills. Comparisons have also been 
made between the type of thinking 
required by mathematicians and 
scientists to those of the chess 
player, not the least among them 
originality, that quality of on-de- 
mand inventiveness. 

Chess is one of ancient culture's 
most valuable gifts to contemporary 
learners. It is rare we encounter a 
phenomenon that comes to us al- 
ready well tested by time, by gen- 
erations of people from all classes, 
of all languages, nationalities, both 
male and female. It is rare that we 
find within a single activity an op- 
portunity to learn, to teach, to 


Continued on page 28 
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Fermolinsky Wins 1999 US Open Chess Championshiy 


by Sam Sloan 


After a blitz playoff, Alex 
Yermolinsky has won the 1999 US 
Open Chess Championship, which 
was held in Reno, Nevada from Au- 
gust 10-20, 1999. The tournament 
was organized and directed by 
Jerome V. Weikel and his family 
and was organized by Barbara 
Woodward and the Sands Regency 
Hotel in Reno. A total of $63,300 in 
prizes were paid. 

This was the strongest US Open 
ever, with 26 grandmasters playing, 
many of whom had been eliminated 
in the early rounds of the World 
Chess Championship being held 
concurrently in Las Vegas. The 
grandmasters in the tournament 
were Yermolinsky, Golden, 
Rozenthalis, Shabalov, 
Schwartzman, Ehlvest, Wojtkiewicz, 
Miles, Benjamin, Serper, Barua, 
Blatny, Macieja, Shulman, 
Arencibia, Gufeld, Lein, 
Aleksandrov, Adianto, Kudrin, 
Browne, Andres’ Rodriguez, 
Bisguier, Fedorowicz, Hoffman and 
Denker. 

At the end of the 9 regular 
rounds of play, Grandmasters 
Yermolinsky, Golden, Rozenthalis, 
Shabalov, Schwartzman and 
Michael Mulyar were tied for first 
with 7.5 - 1.5. The playoff was held 
the next day but Schwartzman and 
Rozenthalis left before the playoff 
could be held. In the playoff, 
Yermolinsky defeated Mulyar by 1.5 
-0.5 and Golden tied with Shabalov 
with 1-1. Two more games were 
played between Golden and 
Shabalov, with Golden winning by 
2-Q. Yermolinsky then defeated 
Golden in the final playoff. All six 
winners split the top prize money, 
with each receiving $3,733.33. 

The sensation of the tourna- 
ment was Hikaru Nakamura, who 
won the $2000 prize for best player 
rated 2200-2299. Nakamura won 
with a brilliant sacrificia attack 
against Grandmaster Alejandro 
Hoffman in the last round. 
Nakamura drew grandmaster 
Aleksandrov in an earlier round. 
Nakamura’s only losses were to 
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grandmasters Wojtkiewicz and 
Rodriguez. 

As a final touch, all $63,300 of 
the prize fund was paid in cash 
green dollars by the casino spon- 
sor at the cashier’s window. No 
checks here! Has this ever hap- 
pened at a chess tournament be- 
fore? 

The games were of exception- 
ally high quality and many will no 
doubt wind up in Chess Informant 
and other leading chess publica- 
tions. Here are a few of the many 
outstanding games from this event: 


Macieja,Bartlomie 
Rozentalis,Eduard 
Round 8 [ECO C43] 


1. e4 eS 2. Nf3 Nf6 3. d4 Nxe4 
4. Bd3 d5 5. Nxe5 Nd7 6. Nxd7 
Bxd7 7. O-O Bd6 8. c4 c6 9. cxd5 
cxd5 10. Qh5 O-O 11. Qxd5 Bc6 
12. QhS g6 13. Qh3 Ng5 14. Bxg5 
Qxg5 15. Nc3 Rae8 16. Rad1 Re7 
17. dS Bd7 18. Ne4 Rxe4 19. Qxd7 
Rd8& 20. Qxb7 Bxh2+ 21. Kxh2 
Rh4+ 22. Kg1 Qh6 23. g3 Rh1+ 24. 
Kg2 Rh2+ 25. Kf3 Re8 26. Qd7 
Qh5+ 27. Qg4 Rxf2+ 28. Rxf2 
Qxd5+ 29. Kf4 Qd4+ 30. Kg5 Qxf2 
31. Qf4 Qc5+ 32. BF5 Qe7+ 33. Kh6 
f6 34. Bxg6 Qg7+ {White resigns} 
O-1 


GM Walter Browne 2567 
GM Anthony Miles 2669 
Round 7 [ECO A40] 


1. d4 e6 2. c4 b6 3. e4 Bb7 4. 
Bd3 f5 5. exf5 Bxg2 6. Qh5+ g6 7. 
fxg6 Bg7 8. gxh7+ Kf8s 





9. Bg5 Nf6 10. Qh4 Bxhl 11. Ne2 
Qe7 12. Nf4 Qf7 13. Ng6+ Ke8 14. 
Ned Qf8 15. Nc3 d6 16. O-O-O dxe5 
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17. dxe5 Ke7 18. Rxhl Nbd7 19 

Rel NxeS 20. Rxe5 Kd7 21, Qh 

Re8 22. Bg6 Re7 23. Kb1 Kc8 9 ’ 
Rxe6 Kb8 25. Bxf6 Bxf6 26. Nd5 

Rxe6 27. Qxe6 Bg7 28. f4 Qc5 99 

Qg8+ Qf8 30. Ne7 c6 31. Qe6 Qxit’ 
32. Nxc6+ Kb7 33. Qe7+ Qc7 4 

Be4 Qxe7 35. Nxe7+ Kc7 36. Ngg 

Kd7 37. Ke2 a5 38. a3 Ke8 39, Bef; ? 
Kf8 40. b4 axb4 41. axb4 Rxg8 4) 

hxg8=Q+ Kxg8 1/2-1/2 


Hoffman,Alejandro 
Nakamura,Hikaru 
Round 9 [ECO E61] ' 


1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 g6 3. Nc3 Bg 
4. Nf3 O-O 5. Bf4 d6 6. h3 c5 7.4, 
a6 8. a4 Nh5 9. Bd2 f5 10. e364 
11. dxe6 Bxe6 12. Be2 Nc6 13. 0. 
O f4 14. Nd5 Bh6 15. Ra3 Bxd5 16, 
cxd5 Ne7 17. e4 Nf6 18. Qb1 9519,’ 
ad Ng6 20. b4 cxb4 21. Bxb4 Qe’ 
22. Bd3 g4 23. Nd4 Nh4 24. hxe 
Nxg4 25. Ne6 Nf3+ 26. gxf3 Qh4 27, | 
fxg4 Qxg4+ 28. Kh2 Qh4+ 29. Kgl 
Qg4+ 30. Kh2 Qh4+ 31. Kgl Kf 
32. Bc3 b5 33. Bg7 Qg4+ 34. Khi 
f3 35. Rg1 Qh4# 0-1 


GM Eduard Gufeld 2530 
GM John Fedorowicz 2634 
Round 7 [ECO BO6] 


1. e4 g6 2. d4 Bg7 3. Nf3 d64. 
Bc4 c6 5. Bb3 Nf6 6. Qe2 e5 7. dxed / 
dxe5 8. Nbd2 Qe7 9. Nc4 Nbd7 10. 
O-O O-O 11. Bgd h6 12. Bh4 bo 
13. Na5 Qcd 14. Qe3 Qxe3 15. fxed } 
g5 16. Bel c5 17. a4 c4 18. Ba2 ab 
19. b3 cxb3 20. cxb3 Nxeé 21. Rel 
Ndf6 22. b4 Be6 23. Bxe6 fxe6 24. , 
axb5 axb5 25. Nd2 Nxd2 26. Bxd? 
Ne4 27. Rxf8+ Rxf8 28. Bel Ndé 
29. Rc6 Nf5 30. Bf2 Rd8 31. £ | 
Rdl+ 32. Kg2 Nd6 33. Bg3 Rd2t 
34. Kfl Rd5 35. Ke2 Bf8 36. Nb3 
Kf7 37. Nc5 Nc4 38. Bel Be7 39. | 
Rce7 Rd8 40. Rb7 Ra8 41. Rxbd Ras 
42. e4 Re3+ 43. Kf2 Rh3 44. kg 
Ra3 45. Bf2 Ra2 46. h3 Rb2 47. | 
Rb7 Kf6 48. Nd7+ Kg6 49. Rc7 Nd6 | 
50. Nxe5+ Kg7 51. Nd3 Rd2 52, 
Rxe7+ Kf6 53. Rd7 Nxe4 54. Kis | 
Nxf2 55. Ke3 1-0 g 


} 


\ 
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bd7 19 
21. Qh3 
Kc8 24 
26. Ndj 
Qc5 29, 
e6 Qxt4 
Oc7 34. 
36. Ngg 
9, Bg 
X98 4) 
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ELEVEN IH ANNUOAL—_1999 


WILFRED GOODWIN MEMORIAL 


San Mateo-Burlingame Chess Club Championship 


Dates: Consecutive THURSDAYS---- starting----- OCTOBER 7, 1999 at 7:30p Schedule: 
Rds-10/7, 10/14, 10/21, 10/28, 11/4, 11/11, 11/18. Tiebreaking playoff games 
(Game/20) determine winners, if needed, on Dec 2. 


Place: Burlingame Chess Club (Lions Hall), 990 Burlingame Ave, Burlingame. 
Web: www.BurlingameChessClub.com 

Time: Register 6:30- 7:30p at site...Pre-registration highly recommended 

Format: USCF Rated, 7 Round OPEN Swiss & Reserve Section U1200, Game/2hrs, S.D. 


Oct 98 Supplement Ratings or Latest BCC Crosstable will be used. Any player may 
compete in Open Division. 


Prizes: First Place: Club Champion Trophy & $200 
DIVISIONAL WINNERS, Expert,A,B,C,D,E, Unr.---Divisional Placers receive trophy or gift. 


Directions:From S.F.> take 101-South to Broadway Exit (Burlingame), past one stoplight, left on Carolan, one 
mile, see tennis courts on left, take left on Burlingame Ave, go % block to parking lot and Lions Hall Bldg on left. 
From San Jose> take 101-North to Peninsula Ave Exit (Burlingame), go ~ % mile West, passing 2 stoplights, see 
Putnam Buick on right, take right on Anita Rd, go 3 blocks to Burlingame Ave, turn left, 2 block to Lions parking 
lot on night. 


Tournament Director & Information: Scott Wilson 650-355-9402 Asst TD: Gerry Manis 
Entry Fees : Adult BCC members - $20 ... Non-members - $65 ...(adult USCF $40/yr) Required 
Junior BCC members - $ 15... Non-member Jrs - $40 ...(Jr USCF-$12o0r1 7/yr) 


**USCF & CLUB MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED. Non-member Fee includes 1 yr BCC Membership. USCF 
Membership costs shown are for | yr. 


Wilfred Goodwin Memorial Club Championship OPEN-Entry Form 








Name Rating 
Club Exp Date USCF# USCF Exp Date 
Address ZIP 
Home Phone(_____) AGE ___(If under 18 JUNIOR)Birthdate 
Work Phone ( ) Email Address @ 

Circle your Fee: $20-adultMemEntry $15-jrMemEntry $45-adultClubDues $25-jrClubDues 
$40-adult USCF (Chess Life) $17-jr USCF (Chess Life) $12-jr USCF( School Mates) 


Total Fees Enclosed: $ (Checks payable to Burlingame Chess Club) Today's Date: 


Mail to: S. Scott Wilson, 380 Esplanade Ave #109, Pacifica, CA 94044 
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Endgame Ensentials: the 
fort 
Long Nights and Strong Knight * 
tior 
ally 
A 3 To 
by Eric Schiller fil 
ee: 
are 
Why should anyone devote’ art? Fortunately, we humans _ _ fectively in tournaments? Oh. per | pos 
time and energy to positions with have an advantage. Our thought haps a few thousand, maybe abi _— gall 
so few pieces on the board? The _ process provides a lot more flex- more. Clearly going through en. _—pié 
answer is simple: the endgame is ibility in pattern matching than cyclopedic references and data.) ha\ 
normally the final stage of the computers are presently capable bases isn’t going to get the job sir 
game. A mistake here can undo of. We immediately reject many done quickly. Which positions qd) _ the 
all great opening and middlegame candidate moves and never give you need to know, and which cap era 
accomplishments. In so many them a second thought. you leave for later study? The {ea 
cases, a small advantage can be In the endgame, as countless learning process can be quite com. stu 
converted into a win only by ap- composers have reminded us, this plex. + Uo1 
plying considerable endgame _ efficient search mechanism has The task is made much easier ide 
technique. one big flaw. Because relatively by applying general principles, sol 
The proliferation of “sudden fewer candidate moves leave such as healthy pawn structure; Pla 
death” time controls makes pieces ina position to be captured, active pieces, safe king, etc, IS ( 
endgame knowledge more valu- a higher percentage of our candi- These considerations must be 4m 
able than ever. Often, you just date moves deserve consideration. combined with accurate tactical , pla 
don’t have time to work things out, Few humans will expand the analysis and knowledge of a few 
counting and then recounting and __—srange beyond six or seven moves, dozen basic positions, for the ca)  &§ 
checking all lines. Sometimes, after looking over the position for sual player, to perhaps a fewhunr , ™° 
you just need to let your instincts a while. We choose moves that will dred for the tournament competi:| 
guide your hand. In these cases, advance our goals, but can miss tor. on 
your experience and knowledge of | some indirect paths. There are several different bot 
endgame theory will have a great You can't learn all of endgame approaches to presenting nal 
impact on the result of the game. theory from a reference book. In endgames. Some books confine ) WE 
The variety of endgames can fact, it is probably impossible to themselves to positions in isola 
be intimidating. There is so much learn all of what we collectively tion, mostly with very few pieces tur 
to learn, that even a book on ba-_ _know about the endgame. Data- on the board. This eliminates clut 
sic chess endgames runs hun- _ bases of hundreds of thousands of _ ter, but many students find it hard uct 
dreds of pages. Studying endgames __ positions with minimal material to integrate this material into the bre 
is difficult work. It can be fun, how- are fine for computers, but a hu- _—‘ decision making process of the 
ever, and I hope you find the man being must rely on a combi- early endgame, when choice 0! 
analysis below interesting so that nation of three factors:. piece captures and pawn advances | “ 
your learning experience can be specific endgame knowledge are critical. a 
a pleasant one. derived from experience. In our examination, the posi va) 
Only a small percentage of specific target positions ac- tions are drawn from real tourna: 7 
chess endgames have been de- quired through study. ment games, mostly quite recenl e 
finitively solved by chess com- general principles (and their ones so that the positions will be = 
puter programs. All endgames exceptions!). relatively unexplored in the exist - 
with a total of five pieces (includ- Each time you play an ing literature. There are some i" 
ing the two kings) were solved by endgame you gain valuable expe- composed studies, especially of po- oe 
Ken Thompson and have been rience. The analysis that you do sitions with minimal material, - 
available for a few years. Six piece at the board can be very instruc- which are used to illustrate fun | : 
endgames are not yet available, tive, and if you analyze each game damental ideas. However, I’ve gen | a 
however, and endgames with a_ afterward you can further enrich erally avoided using compositions Th, 
dozen or more pieces, very com- your understanding. But experi- unless necessary. as) 
mon in tournament play, will not ence alone is not enough. Practical examples are gener ss 
be solved in the near future. You need to know certain po- ally considered inferior to com th: 
If computers have so much _ sitions to use as targets for your posed studies because they ale ste 


difficulty in the endgame, how can 
humans be expected to master the 


analysis. How many positions do 
you really need to know to play ef- 


often flawed. From an artistic 
standpoint, there is no doubt that 
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the endgame study is the highest 
form of chess purity. There are no 
spurious elements, single solu- 
tions to each problem, and usu- 
ally an underlying tactical trick. 
To appreciate the chess endgame 
fully, study of compositions is 
needed. Our concerns, however, 
are more immediate. 

While each piece in a com- 
posed study is essential, in real 
games there are all sorts of extra 
pieces which may or may not 
have an influence on the overall 
strategy. Your task is to evaluate 
the position, taking into consid- 
eration the possibility that some 
features may be irrelevant. In a 
study, you know there is a solu- 
tion. In the game, you have no 
idea whether the position can be 
solved or not. Seeing how real 
players cope with real situations 
is closer to the experience of most 
amateur, and even professional 
players. 

So, what makes an endgame 
“essential” for the student? The 
most important practical consid- 
erations are endgames with ele- 
ments that display general rules, 
both in pure form and as a combi- 
nation of conflicting situations. 
When general principles come 
into conflict, it provides an oppor- 
tunity to observe the true dynam- 
ics of the endgame. A strong tac- 
tician will solve many positions by 
brute force, and a weak tactician 
will have poorer results. 

Someone whose tactical skills 
aren't quite up to the task of cal- 
culating complicated endgame 
combinations may think that 
studying compositions will help, 
but the real problem lies in im- 
proving tactical ability in general. 
Learning specific tactical tricks 
in the endgame is not very effi- 
cient, because the situations you 
encounter will only rarely involve 
those individual tactics. 

Let’s look at three few recent 
endgames involving knights. 
These require good overall tacti- 
cal skills, as well as an under- 
standing of some tricky situations 
that involve positional under- 
standing. 

The more pawns you have, the 


easier it is to give one away and 
live, perhaps prosper as well. In 
the example here, Larsen shows 
us a nice positional sacrifice. 


Larsen vs. Fries Nielsen 
Danish Championship, Aarhus, 
1999 





[1] White to move 


White has an extra pawn, but 
the double isolated pawns and 
overall weak pawn structure 
doesn’t inspire a lot of confidence 
in his winning chances. Black 
may be content just to shuttle the 
knight back and forth between c6 
and b4. If the White knight moves, 
not only is the a-pawn vulnerable, 
but the enemy king can then 
come to ed. The position requires 
inspired play! 

44.e5!? White sacrifices the 
extra pawn but before it goes it will 
anchor the knight at d6, so that it 
can attack b7. 44...Nc6 45.Kf3 Kf5S 
45...Kd5 46.Kf4 Ke6 47.Ke4 fol- 
lowed by Nd6. 46.Nd6+ Kxe5 
4.7.Nxb7 c4. 47...Kd5 allows 48.Kf4 
threatening Kf5-g6xh6. 48...Ne7 
49.Nd8! and Nf7 lets the king and 
knight team up to win the pawn 
at h6. 48.bxc4 The passed pawn 
is at least blockaded, freeing the 
king to deal with the kingside 
problems. 48...Kf5 49.c5 Ne5S+ 
50.Kg3 Nc6. White has two extra 
pawns, but all the pawns are weak. 
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[2] White to move 


Things don’t look too bad for 
Black, as the White knight is 
rooted to b7 to defend the a-pawn 


and the pawn at hd is a target. 
White correctly chooses to aban- 
don the a-pawn in favor of a more 
active knight. 51.Nd6+! Ke6 
52.Kf4 Nxa5 53.Nf5 Nc4. 
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[3] White to move 


White can grab the h-pawn, 
but must play accurately. 
54.Nxh6! Ne5 55.Nf5 Nd3+ 
56.Kg5 Nxc5 57.h6 Black must 
bring the knight back to defend, 
since otherwise White promotes. 
57...Ne4+ [57...Kf7 58.h7 anda 
new queen cannot be prevented.] 
58.Kg6 Nf6 59.Nd4+ Ke7. 
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[4] White to move 


One final finesse and the 
point is earned. 60.Nc6+! [(60.h7? 
Nxh7 61.Kxh7 Kd6 62.Nc2 Ked 
draws, because of 63.Kg6 Ke4 
64.Kg5 Kd3 65.Kf4 Kxc2 66.e4 ad 
67.e5 a4 68.e6 a3 69.e7 a2 70.e8Q 
alQ etc.] 60...Ke6 61.e4 Black 
resigned. The threat is e5, and 
then the knight must move and 
allow the h-pawn to proceed. 

Positions with this many 
pawns tend to involved blockaded 
and balanced pawn structure. In 
many cases defense is possible 
simply by moving the king back 
and forth. There has to be a real 
weakness, which also must be 
accessible to attack by king or 
knight, in order to make progress. 
Still, there are times when one 
side is simply too passive, and this 
can lead to defeat, as we see in 
the next example. 
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Wiley vs. Mazi 
Bled Open, Slovakia, 1999 
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[5] White to move 





With even pawns in a balanced 
configuration, you might think 
that White has no real chances. 
In fact, White has two major ad- 
vantages. The White night will 
take up a powerful position at d6, 
after which the Black knight is 
immobilized by the need to defend 
the pawn at b7. The king can in- 
filtrate the queenside via a4—-15- 
b6. Black cannot create any open- 
ings for his own king to get across 
the meridian Pawns at e4 and h4 
can be maintained, allowing no 
entrance on the kingside. 

40.Nd6! Kf8 41.f3. This is not 
needed, and only weakens the 
kingside pawns. If White sends the 
knight on other duties, Black can 
play ...Ne6-d4 and attack the f- 
pawn while threatening ...Nc2. 
Nevertheless, it does not elimi- 
nate winning chances. 

41.f4 can, and should be played 
immediately. White does get to it 
in a few moves. It is more effec- 
tive right away, for example 
41...Ke7 42.f{5 where 42...gxf5 
43.Nxf5+ Kf7 24.Nd6+ followed by 
Kh3 and g4, establishing a passed 
pawn. Black makes White work a 
bit more after 42...95, where 43.¢4! 
must be found. 
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[6] Black to move 





This surprising move forces a 
winning endgame. 43...hxg4 
(43...gxh4 44.gxh5 Kf8 45.Kh3 Kg7 
46.Kxh4 Kh6 47.Ne8! wins the f- 
pawn.) 44.hxg5 fxg5 45.Kg3 Kf6 
46.Kxg4 puts Black in zugzwang. 

41...Ke7. 
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[7] White to move 


42.Nc4. The knight retreats 
to guard the a-pawn, which will be 
relevant if the Black knight gets 
to d4 and threatens ...Nc2xa3. 
42...Kd7. The king relieve the 
knight of its defensive obligations. 
43.Kf2 Ne6 44.Ke3 Nd4 45.f4! 





[8] Black to move 


45...Ke6 46.fxe5! fxe5 
47.Kd3. With c2 covered, the 
White knight is free to go after the 
pawn at b7. 47...Kf6? 47...Nb3 is 
correct. What can White accom- 
plish if Black just shuttles the 
knight between d4 and b3? 48.Nd6 
b6! 49.Nb7 b5 and the knight can- 
not maneuver to attack the a- 
pawn. 48.Nd6. Black cannot de- 
fend the pawn at b7. 48...g5 
49.Nxb7! gxh4 50.gxh4 Ke6. 
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[9] White 


oH 


O move 


Perhaps Black counted on the 
dual threat of ...Nf8 and ...Nc2 to 
get the pawn back. Establishing 
material equality is not sufficient, 
however. 51.Nd6. 





[10] Black to move 
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Black can chase the h-payy | 
or the a-pawn. The decision jg ( 
crucial, since one draws and on 
loses! 51...Nb5? Black oes afte 
the wrong pawn. 

After 51...Nf3 52.Ne8 ther & 
are two options. 

o2...Kd7 53.Nf6+ Ke6 54.Nxhs 
Nxh4 55.Ng7+ Kd7 (55...K¢e 
06.Ne8+ Ke7 57.Nc7 and the 2. 
pawn goes.) 56.a4 Nf3 57.Nf5 Ng} 
08.Nd6 keeps everything defended |, 
and White can operate with the 
king on either flank. 

However, 52...Nxh4 53.Nc7. 
Kd7 54.Nxa6 Kc8 55.a4 Kb7 56.5 
Nf3 57.Nb4 Nd4 58.Ke4! h4 59.Nq3 | 
h3 60.Nf2 h2 is only a draw, be. 
cause the knight is tied down by | 
the h-pawn. 

52.Nf5 Nxa3 53.Ng7+ Kf? 
54.Nxh5. 
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[11] Black to move 





Black has three weak pawns | 
and either the king or knight wil | 
be occupied on the kingside. / 
54...Nb5 55.Ng3 Nd4 56.Nf5 Ne6 
57.Kc4 Kf6 58.Kb3! 


UY 
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[12] Black — move ' 





The idea is simply Ka4-a5xa6. 
58...a5. Exchanging a pair ol 
pawns is not enough. 59.bxad 
Nxc5+ 60.Kc4 Na6. [60...Nxe4 
61.a6 Kxf5 62.a7 and the knight 
can't get back in time.] 61.Ne3. 
Black resigned. Because the 
Black king must deal with the 
pawn, White can use the knight 
to win both remaining Black 
pawns with a trivial win after 
wards. 
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Andersson vs. Hector the White king keeps the enemy 








































knight guards the promotion 
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aan ‘ §igeman International, Malmo, horse at bay by controlling e3 and square, and does not worry about 
d one 1998 d4, and in fact even indirect routes the enemy king because the pawn 
- after are awkward. will promote in any case. If you 
Vy O es = Wi know this position, you need only 
there b Va saa I, oe TV T7 try to achieve it. In this case the 
Y),*: ce a Ui, YU. a calculation only involved a few 
Nxhg ? Sy Ae a” Fig & Ud moves, and would likely elude only 
Ki a ne Yy os Wo Y U, Go 2 oy beginners. Even strong players, how- 
Wea 2 ae Oy VY GBS Z Va ever, can stumble when the target 
a ee is buried deep int iat 
5 Nes 5] —— ey aa » a a is buried deep into a variation. 
etidal | [ Store this pattern in your 
Hale | [14] —— to move brain and it will be accessible dur- 
, White must play carefully to get the ing your analysis, and may pre- 
Nev: full point, ae ae the Pare oy e White needs to hasten with serve the full point if you have to 
56 bs weak. 60.d6+! This . sacrifice the pawn, as the Black king is work out the position while in 
9 Nao deflects the king, which o the only close. 61.g6 Ke7 62.g7. deep time trouble. Learn as many 
7 ie defender because the knight cannot target positions as you can, so that 
a , get to any useful square. At best, it 4” Va, Ui, playing the endgame will become 
Y takes 4 moves: ...Nb4, ...Nc6, ...Nd8 dy UY, & A easier and a lot more fun. You'll 
RR ' and ...Ne6. Black, in check, has no Vi a Y, - raise your rating too! 
time for the knight. 60.Kd3 Nb4+ SO a Y= mn Y National Master Eric Schiller has 
61.Kce4 Nc2 (61...Nxd5 62.Kxd5 Kf7 Yj o ee a just completed a book of essential 
63.Ke5 Kg6 64.Kf4) 62.Kc5 Nes lal a endgames, to be published by 
_ 63.d6+ Kd8 64.96 Nf5 65.Kd5 Ng7 Cardoza this summer. He is editor 
66.Ke5 will get the job done, but it [15] — to move of the online Chess City Magazine 
, takes a lot longer. 60...Kxd6. We (www.chesscity.com) and hosts an- 
have reached a knight endgame This is the target position for other chess site at Chessworks Un- 
which is a simple win. Notice that knight and pawn vs. king. The — [jmited (www.chessworlks.com). ggg 
sete : a = INTRODUCING. J 
- =e e Cobo EB Gy DR 
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19th Annual 


San Joagquil 


by Dennis M. Wajckus 
Photos By Allan Fifield 


04 players took part in this an- 
nual event on the 22nd and 23rd 
of May. For the 2nd year, the tour- 
ney was held in two sections: 
Open and Reserve (under 1600.) 
The Fresno Chess Club which 
sponsored the event gave out over 
$2,500 in prize money! The first 
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Hakop Tataryan was unde- 
feated in the Reserve Section. 
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Willy Soto is happy to be back 
playing chess! 
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place winner in the Open section 
was IM Rashid Ziatdinov, lst with 
4%. Artak Akopian and Chethan 
Narayan tied for 2nd & 3rd with 4 
pts each. Winner of the A section 
was Darren Russell with 3 pts. 1st 
in the under 1800 section was 
Keith Yost with 3 pts. The Open 
Upset prize was won by Edward 
Shamilov with a stunning 687 
point upset. Rashid, who recently 
won the title of Grand Master, 
gave up only a draw to local tour- 
ney supporter Walter Stellmacher 

The Reserve section was won 
by Hakop Tataryan with a perfect 
9-O score. Young J. Lee was 2nd 
with 4 pts. First in the D class 


was William Soto with 4pts. lst E 
was Tony Chontong with 3 1/2pts. 





GM-Elect Rashid Ziatdinov on 
his way to First Place in the 
Open. 
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Dennis Langley fought hard it 
the Reserve Section 


Tony also took home the ups ized E 


prize in the reserve with a 3 Ches 
upset win. Winners of the |; Swan 
derl000 prize were Day ie 
Tataryan (plaque) and Scott Tray event 
who each scored 2 pts. First play who ¢ 
winners in all sections will in me 
ceive a custom-made persond the f 

Bonn, 
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Chethan Narayan: Ho 
he? 
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ifhampionship 


he ups ized plaque tailor made by Fresno 


th a3 Chess club president Andy 
the U; Swanson. 
- Davi The main director of this 


ott Tray event was Senior TD Allan Fifield 
irst pla who did his usual professional job 
> wills in making sure this event ran in 
ersond the proper manner. Fresno’s 
Bonnie Yost helped direct the Re- 
serve section. The directing team 
of Fifield/Yost as usual worked 
very well together in putting out 
a smooth tourney in which all 
rounds began within 5 minutes of 
the announced starting times! 

A small WBCA (Blitz) double 
round robin event was held on Fri- 
day evening May 21st and was won 
by Chris Pascal. Dr. Tim Roth 
placed 2nd. Bonnie Yost directed 





Tournament organizer Dennis 
Wajckus also doubled as 
houseman. 











this WBCA event. 


The Fresno Chess club wishes 
to again thank the St. Agnes Medi- 
cal Center for the use of their fine 
facility in the west wing of the hos- 
pital. We also thank Dr. Tim Roth 
for reserving the facility for us. 
Playing conditions were as usual 





a E 
Expert Steve Moca played 
tough on the top boards, 





The troops in the trenches in 
the Reserve Section 
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close to ideal. Goodies in the free 
coffee area were provided by the 
Fresno Chess Club, Yost , Wajckus 
and Swanson families and George 
Paxton. Missing from the tourney 
was the lovely Marian Wajckus. 
She was involved in an automo- 
bile accident with her husband 
Dennis the previous weekend and 
spent the tournament weekend 
recovering at home. Her work in 
helping organizing the pre- en- 
tries saved the Tourney Directors 
many hours of work. Thanks to 
all who played and we wish you will 
all return November 20th & 21st 
for the 7th Annual Fresno County 
Championship which will be a 5 
round Swiss similar this San 


Joaquin tourney. 





a 
Harry Daud sacrificed his 
queen in the last round. 
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Classic Combat In Fresno 
San Joaquin Championship 
May 22-23, 1999 


Selections and Annotations by Allan Fifield 


Ziatdinov,R (2498) 
Russell,D (1839) 
[B77] Open Round 1 


Board 1 Round 1 is a repeat of 
Board 1 Round 1 from last Novem- 
ber in Fresno. Darren believes 
that rooks are vastly overrated 
and offers the exchange at every 
opportunity. After a while Rashid 
has just got to take some.... 

l.e4 cS 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 
4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 g6 6.Be3 Bg7 7.f3 
Nc6 8.Bc4 0-0 9.Qd2 Bd7 10.h4 Rc8 
11.Bb3 Ne5 12.h5 Nxh5 13.Nde2 
Qa5 14.Bh6 Bh8?! 














15.0-0-0 Nc4 16.Bxc4 Rxc4 
17.Bxf8 Kxf8 18.Qd5 Qc7 19.Rd2 
Be6 20.Qd3 Bed 21.Qe3 Qad 











22.a3 b5 23.f4 Rxc3 24.Nxc3 
Bxf4 25.Qd4 f6 26.Kb1 Bxd2 
27.Qxd2 b4 28.Nd5 Bf7 29.axb4 Qb5 
30.Qh6+ Ng7 31.Qxh7 Qc4 32.Qh8+ 
Bg8 33.Rh7 Nf5 34.exf5 Qxd5 
35.Qg7+ 1-0 


Grant,R (1199) 
Bakken,G (1492) 
[DOO] Reserve Round 1 


Robert Grant lands a 293 point 
upset knock-out punch after 
some pretty tactics. 

1.d4 d5 2.c3 Nf6 3.Bg5 Nc6?! 

This knight belongs either at d7 
or behind the c pawn after c7-c5 

4.e3 a6 5.Nd2 e5 6.Bd3 e4 
7.Bce2 h6 8.Bh4 b5 9.f3 Be7 10.Bxf6 
Bxf6 11.fxe4 0-0 12.e5 Be7 13.Qf3 
Be6 14.g4 Qd7 15.h3 Bh4+ 16.Ke2 
f6 17.Qg2 fxe5 18.Ndf3 Bf6 19.h4 
Bxg4 20.Kd2 e4 21.Nh2 Bh5 
22.Bd1 Bxh4 23.Nh3 











Picasso Chess on the Rook 

File! 

23 ley St 
25.Ng4! 

Threatens to exploit the pin at 
g7 with 26.Nxh6+ 

25....9d6 26.Rdg1 Raf8 27.Nf4 
Bg5 28.Nh3 Bh4 29.Nf4 g5? 


24.Raxdl Rf7 


Z) Y 
Vegly Lay 4 74 
we FY 











This is suicidal. Gary might 


as well repeat with 29...Bg5 to se 


if his lower rated opponent would 


be satisfied with a draw. 
30.Rxh4! Rh7 
The prettiest line is 30...gxh 
31.Nf6+ Kh8 32.Qg8+ Rags | 
33.Rxg8mate. 


31.Nxh6+ Rxh6 32.Qxg5+ Kil 
33.Qg7+ Ke8 34.Rxh6 Rf6 35.Rxf | 


1-O 


Nunez,T (1600) 
Fitzgerald,M (1913) 
[BO2] Open Round 1 


$ 


In the first big upset of the | 


Open Section, Terry Nunez up- 


ends a rusty Mike Fitzgerald. Re. | 


turning to tournament play after 
a long absence, Mike gets a strong 


looking position in his first game } 
only to see it erode in time pres- 


sure. 
1.e4 Nf6 2.Nc3 d5 3.exd5 Nxdi 
4.Nxd5 Qxd5 5.d4 Nc6 6.Be3 eb 


7.Nf3 Be7 8.Be2 0-0 9.0-0 Bfé | 


10.Qd2 e5 11.c4 Qd8 12.d5 Ne? | 


13.Rad1 Nf5 14.Bg5 Bxg5 15.Nxg 


h6 16.Ne4 Nd6 17.Ng3 b6 18.Qc) | 


{5 19.f3 f4 20.Ne4 Nf5 21.Qc3 Qe/ 
22.Ri2. Ne3 











Black looks good with the 


choking knight on e3 but now | 


white starts to fight back. 
23.Rd2 Bf5 24.Bd3 Rad8 25. bt | 


Kh8 26.a3 Rd7 27.Bb1 Rfd8 28.B2 } 
Bxe4 29.fxe4 Qg5 30.c5 Ng4 31.Ri 
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gh4 32.g3 fxg3 33.Rxg3 Rf8 
34, Rdg2 Rdf7 35.Be4 











It's a dog fight now until... 
35...Nf2? 36.Qxe5 

Nxe4 37.d6 Nxg3 38.Bxf7 Nh5? 
..disaster strikes! 

39.Bxh5 cxd6 40.Qxg7# 1-0 


Wolf, A (1330) 
Lee, Z (1069) 
(A16) Reserve Round 1 


After Zachary Lee weakens 
the long white squared diagonal, 
the white knights go a-dancing in 
the center. 

l.c4 Nf6 2.Nc3 g6 3.Nf3 Bg7 
4:63 d6 5.Bg2 O-O 6.0-0 c5 7.Rel 
Nc6 8.d3 Re8 9.a3 b6? 

Weakens the long white di- 
agonal and leaves the knight on 
c6 unprotected. Any move that 
leaves a piece unprotected is sus- 
pect. 

10.d4 e6 11.Ne5! 


 FUAGivEE 
kG, Lee 
be fae nee 











iw. i0/ 12.Nxc6 Qc7? 

A second and fatal mistake 
with the queen. 

13.Nb5 Qd7 14.Ne5! 


B7 [27 
i tats 
iy aM 2 








Back Again! 

14.dxe5 15.Bxb7 Rab8& 

If 15....Qxb7 then 16.Nd6 is a 
mighty fork. 

16.B¢2-,a6,. 17 .@xea Ox! 
18.Rxd1 axb5 19.exf6 Bxf6 20.Bf4 
Bxb2 21.Bxb8 Bxal 22.Rxal Rxb8 
23.cxb5 Rd8 24.a4 c4 25.Rel Rc8& 
26.Bc6 Kf8 27.Rxc4 Ke7 and black 
resigns (1-0) 


Stellmacher,W (1882) - 
Ziatdinov,R (2498) 
[DO5] Open Round 2 


The Fresno tradition of great 
upsets continued on the first board 
in round 2 when GM-elect 
Ziatdinov was ambushed by local 
‘A’ hero Walter Stellmacher. 
Walter is a steady player who is 
hard to beat. 

1.d4 d5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.e3 e6 4.Bd3 
c5 5.c3 Nc6 6.Nbd2 

Walter loves the Colle System 
as it gives the non-professional 
player a reasonable game with 
little risk. But to advance to the 
next level, more sophisticated 
openings with white are neces- 
sary. 

6....06 7.Ne5 Nxe5 8.dxe5 Nd7 
9.f4 Bb7 10.0-0O Qc7 11.e4 c4 
L2.Be2Z Neb. 13,062. bD. 14.exd5 
Bxd5 15.Nf3 Rd8 16.Nd4 Qb7 17.f5! 

Correctly refusing to go into a 
defensive crouch against his high 
rated opponent 

7.... €Xf5 18.Nxf5 Ne6 19.Be3 
Be7 20.Q¢4 g6 21.Nh6 Ncd 22.Rf2 
Be6 23.Qg3 Nd3 24.Bxd3 Rxd3 


Ku Byes 
we 816 
somaedt 
ie a 
nae “. 
oN Sy 


VW, 
Y 











The spectators were expecting 
cxd3 but white can pile up on the 
pawn quickly and black does have 
a little problem brewing on f7 

ZOo.,NXI¢iBsi7, 26,66. 0-0 
27.exf7+ Rxf7 28.Rxf7 Kxf7 29.Rf1+ 
Ke8 30.Qe5 Qd5 


a 





| 2} 
Ee ine Md 
mmm 
Pa 


3 ny 


Y 
mr: 26. “ah 
aa a“ 
eats 


4 (Dp S- 6d 1 0 eee i 











31.Qxd5?! 

With the queen check on b8& 
available, one wonders if white 
should keep the queens on the 
board to press for a win. Some 
possible lines are: 31.Qb8+ Qd8 
32.Qxb5+ or 31.Qb8+ Bd8 32.Rel 
with nasty looking threats. Of 
course, Rashid would find the best 
defenses. Apparently deciding 
that a draw will not fatally wound 
his chances for serious money, 
Rashid now quickly forces a rep- 
etition. 

31.... Rxd5 32.Bxa7 Rd2 33.Rf2 
Rd1l+ 34.Rfl Rd2 35.Rf2 Rdl+ 
36.Rf11/2-1/2 

Strange to see a GM strength 
player force the draw against an 
‘A’ player in the final position. 


Narayan,C (2215) 
Bhat,V (2423) 
[CO3] Open Round 3 


New Kid On The Block’ 
Chethan Narayan really opened 
the top section up for anyone to 
win when he up-ended second 
seed Vinay Bhat on the top board. 
Chethan is rated 2215 FIDE. 

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2 Be7 4.e5 
c5 5.c3 Nc6 6.Ngf3 Nh6 7.Bd3 cxd4 
8.cxd4 Nf5 9.Nb3 Qb6 10.g4 Nh6 
11.h3 a5 12.a4 Nb4 13.Bb5+ Bd7 
14.Bxd7+ Kxd7 15.0-0 Rac8 16.Be3 
Ne2 “17.Neé5+ BxcS TS:QOxc2 Be7 
19.Qd2 Ng8 20.Rfcl Bb4 21.Qd3 











2 oe, boxed 
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Apparently best as 21....Ne7 al- 
lows 22.Rxc8 when the natural 
22....Rxc8 drops the h pawn to 
23.Qxh7. Black must ‘lose’ a 
tempo by playing h6 before his 
rook on h8 can join the party. 
Black’s game remains tangled 
and passive. In such situations 
mistakes usually happen. 

22.Rxcl h6 23.Nd2 Bxd2 
24.Qxd2 Ne7 25.Rc5 Nc6 26.Rb5 
Qc7 27.Qc2 h5 28.25 g6 29.Qc5 Rb8 
30.Rb6 Qd8 31.Qb5 Kc8 32.Qc5 Ra8 
33.h4 Kb8?? 











34.Qxc6 (Chomp!) Qc7 35.Qb5 
Qe7 36.Rd6 Kc8 37.Qc5+ Qc7 
38.Rb6 Kb8 and the score ends. 
With an extra piece and smooth 
nerves white won the time 
scramble (1-0). 


Bakken,G (1492) - Soto,W 
(1282) 

[BO1] Reserve Round 3 

Willy Soto returns to serious 
tournament chess with a 210 
point upset in the Reserve Sec- 
tion. 

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Qxd5 3.Nc3 Qa5 
4.Qf3 Nf6 5.h3 Nc6 6.Be2 Qf5 7.Nb5 
Qxf3 8.Nxf3 Kd8 9.Ng5 Be6 
10.Nxe6+ fxe6 11.0-0 a6 

White is definitely much bet- 
ter but Willy fights back. 

12.Na3 e5 13.c3 e6 14.Nc2 Bd6 
15.d4 h6 16.Rd1 Ke7 17.Nel g5 
18.Nf3 exd4 19.cxd4 Rag8 20.Bc4 
g4 21.Nh4 gxh3 22.93 Ng4 23.Rd3 
h2+ 24.Kg2 











Black to play and win! 
Sacrfice and fork) 

24.... h1Q+! 25.Kxhl Nxf2+ 
26.Kg2 Nxd3 27.Nf5+ Kd7 28.Nxd6 
Nel+ 29.Kf2 cxd6 30.Kxel Nxd4 
31.Bf4 Nc2+ 0-1 


(Hint: 


O’Dell,C (1274) 
Wolf,A (1335) 
[B10] Reserve Round 4 
l.e4 c6 2.c4 e5 3.Nf3 d6 4.g3 
Bg4 5.Bg2 Nf6 6.d3 Be7 7.0-0 0-0 
8.Nc3 a6 9.Be3 Nbd7 10.d4 Bxf3 
11.Bxf3 Ne8 12.Bg2 Kh8 13.f4 





Yes, it’s a BIG pawn center for 
white but black know over-reacts 
with a series of excessive and 
unforced retreats. 

Nce7 14.Qg4 b5 15.cxb5 axb5 
16.fxe5 b4 17.Ne2 d5 18.Nf4 Rg8 
19.Nh3 Qe8 20.Nf4 Nb6 21.b3 Bf8 
22.Rf2 Ne6 23.Rafl Nxf4 24.Bxf4 
Rd8& 








Black has been much too con- 
servative with his pieces. If you 
want to play, you must fight for 
your fair share of space. Casey 
now opens the board up and Alan 
can’t defend everything. 

25.e6 {6 26.Bc7 Rb8 27.Bxb8 
Qxb8 28.Rcl Qb7 29.Rfc2 Be7 
30.Rxc6 Rc8 31.Rxc8+ Nxc8 
32.exd5 Nd6 33.Qe2 96 34.Qc2 Qa7 
35.Qd2 Qb7 36.Rc2 Kg7 37.Qc1 Bd8 
38.Rc6 Nf5 39.d6 1-0 





Daud,H (2125) 
Lu,H (2038) 

[B23] Open Round 5 

Local fav ‘Harry’ Daud uncorks 
the sacrifice of the tournament in 
round 5. 

l.e4 cS 2.Nc3 e6 3.93 g6 4,Bg 
Bg7 5.Nge2 Nc6 6.d3 Nge7 7,Be3 
Nd4 8.0-0 0-0 9.Qd2 Rb8 10.4 p5 
11.Bf2 b4 12.Nd1 Nxe2+ 13.Qxe9 
Qc7 14.Ne3? Bxb2 





} 


Harry admits to having just / 


blundered the b pawn which prob. 


ably inspired him to the following | 


— 


brilliancy rather than play a lost | 


endgame. 


15.Rab1 Bg7 16.g4 Bb7 17.Bhd 


d5 18.f5 Bed? 














This may be the fatal mistake | 


as after 19.f6 the black king has 


no available defenders for the ; 


black squares. The ultra passive 
18...Bh8 keeps one defender in 
place for the weak g7 square. 


19.6 Bxh2+ 20.KhI1 Neé | 


21.Nxd5!! 
Clears the way for the white 
queen to invade the h6 square 


21...exd5 22.Qd2 Kh8 23.Qh6 


Rg8 24.Rf3 Ned 
25.Rh3 Nxg4 














26.Qxh7+! Kxh7 27.Bg5+ is 


mate is one (1-0) g | 
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Central Coast (17-59 \' 0) (- 


By 
Duncan Oxley 


Since the last issue, there 
were three tournaments held at 
the Monterey Chess Center. On 
April 25, twenty-three players 
showed up. The open section was 
a three-way tie between Gjon 
Feinstein (2250), Robert Sferra 
(2214) and Abe Duncan Oxley 
Mina (1985) with 2.5 points each. 
Gjon is an inactive master from 
Santa Cruz who seems to have fi- 
nally succumbed to Cassia’s siren 
song once again. Robert Grant 
took first in the reserve. Will 
Ruddick and Max Seltzer were 
second and third respectively. 

On June 27, twenty players 
entered the rolls. Paul Cripe 
(2228) and Robert Sferra tied for 
top honors, while the third place 
logjam was shared by Gustavo 
Martins (2074), Miroslav Komar 
(2000) and George Wilson (1706). 
David Soto (1392) took clear first 
in the reserve with three points. 
Second and third were shared by 
Huseyin Yeten (1400) and Robert 
Chang (1136) respectively. 

On July 18, we had great 
weather and almost no players. 
Maybe we should 
have held the tournament at the 
beach, because I think that’s 
where everybody must have been. 
Eleven players decided to forgo the 
suntan lotion, so we had one open 
section this time. Abe Mina and 
yours truly shared first and sec- 
ond with a perfect three points 
each. Ramesh Mantri (1500) and 
Chris Waroff (1401) split third 
place, 

Meanwhile in Salinas, on May 
23, I directed the Salinas City 
Championship. My biggest frus- 
tration was a lack of interest in 
joining or renewing USCF (or 
CalChess) memberships. So al- 
though 18 players showed up, only 
the top group was USCF rated. It 


Eduard 
Shamilov has 
been mowing 
down experts 

at the Kolty 
Chess Club. 


Photo by Allan Fifield 
4 


was no surprise that Abe Mina 
won the top group. The reserve 
section winner was Gary Jones 
and Fernando Gonzales won the 
scholastic section. The winners 
received cash prizes and some 
very nice wood trophies (not the 
plastic kind). Abe Mina was the 
organizer, and also generously 
donated the trophies and guaran- 
teed the prize fund (yes, he lost 
money). Cherry Bean Coffee was 
kind enough to give us free run of 
the coffee shop for the tourna- 
ment. 

I am now giving some games 
played by scholastic players from 
the Monterey Open. (I am start- 
ing an after school chess program 
here in Marina, so maybe this 
accounts for my selections). All of 
the opponents are adults. 

Jeremy Riddell-Kaufman is an 
11 year-old boy who has just 
started his chess career. He is 
completely busted when his oppo- 
nent gets greedy, makes a blun- 
der, and Jeremy lands the 
knockout punch to mate. 


Seltzer, Max (1179) 
Riddell-Kaufman, Jeremy (890) 
Round1 [C67] 


1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6 
4.0-O Nxe4 5.Rel d5 6.Nxe5 Bcd 
7.04 Bxd4 8.Qxd4 






3G 


e9 te 
fan 

= = 

aa z. 


YY YSU); 
RBG TR Yj, BG 
% Z 








% 
| Y Z x A Z Z 


8...a6 9.Nxc6 bxc6 10.Bxc6+ 
Bd7 11.Qxd5 Bxc6 12.Rxe4+ Kf8 
13.Qxc6 Qd1+ O-1 

Eduard Shamilov was rated 
only 900 a few months ago and is 
now 1474. Word has it that he 
has been mowing down experts at 
the Kolty Chess Club. Here he 
outplays his opponent and then 
makes a nice combo to mate. 


Diaz, Ismael (1536) 
Shamilov, Eduard (1359) 
Round 2 [A0OO] 


1.b4 d5 2.Bb2 Bfd 3.Nf3 e6 4.a4 
Nf6 5.b5 Nbd7 6.g3 Bd6 7.Bg2 O-O 
8.0-O h6 9.d3 Re8 10.Nbd2 ed 
11.c4 c6 12.Nh4 Bh7 13.e4 dxe4 
14.Nxe4 Nxe4 15.dxe4 Nf6 16.Nf5 
Bxfd 17.exf5 Qc7 18.Rcl Rad8& 
19.Qb3 Bcd 20.Rc2 Qb6 21.Ba3 
Bxa3 22.Qxa3 e4 23.c5 Qc7 24.Rc3 
Rd7 25.Rel Qe5 26. Rcee3 Qxf5 
27.bxc6 bxc6 28.Qb2 Rdd 29.f3 
Rxc5 30.fxe4 Qed 31.Qb4 Rb8& 
32.Qd2 Kh7 33.Rfl Rb2 34.Qd1 


Continued on page 30 
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Walter Browne (2551) - 
Matthew Gross (2116) 
Universe Open, July 4, 1999 


Annotations by Matthew Gross 


1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.¢4 
d6 

The evening before Browne 
had won a nice game against 
Ryan Porter with the relatively 
uncommon 5.Bd3, which is what 
I prepared for when the pairings 
were posted. This time Browne 
went down well-trodden paths. 

o.Nf3 0-0 6.Be2 e5 7.0-0 Nc6 
8.d5 Ne7 9.b4 a5 10.Ba3 b6 11.bxa5 
RxaS 12.Bb4 Ra8& 13.a4 Ne8& 
14.Nb5 f5 

Thus far we are still in theory. 
Burgess and Nunn’s new book on 
the classical gives 15.Nd2 c6 =. 

15.exf5 gxf5 16.Ra3?! 

I was a little confused by this 
move. Usually white aims for an 
early a5 to further his queenside 
attack, and there seems to be 
little reason to delay it here. 
Browne’s move contemplates a 
rook lift or doubling major pieces, 
but these plans seem a little slow. 
As played in the game, the move 
was a Clear loss of tempo. 

16.Kh8 

Black uses the time to start 
untangling the kingside. 

l7.ao 

White goes through with the 
attack on black’s queenside 
pawns. 

17.bxa5 18.Rxa5 

This move admits that 16.Ra3 
was a waste of tempo, but 18.Ba5? 
is met by 18..Ra5 19.Ra5 c6! 

18..Rxa5 19.Bxa5 Ng6 20.Rel 
Rg8 21.Bfl Nf4 

Black is developing some ac- 
tivity, while white is battening 
down the hatches on the kingside. 
22.Bd2 Bh6 
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White has forced black to self-pin 
the knight, but there doesn’t seem 
to be an easy way for white to take 
advantage. 

23.g3 Nf6! 

Nullifying the threat of 24.Kh1 
(24.Ng4), and activating another 
minor piece. 

24.Bg2 

Since white cannot threaten 

the knight with 24.Kh1, he finds 
another forcing move, but this 
simply trades off to an equal end- 
ing. 
24.Nxg2 25.Bxh6? 
Simply a blunder, the only expla- 
nation for which is time trouble. 
25.Kg2 Bd2 26. Qd2 f4 is about 
equal. 

25.Nxel 26.Qxel Ne4 27.Qa5?! 
{4 

Since white cannot really af- 
ford to capture the c-pawn, the 
queen must return. 

28.Qel1 Bf5 29.Nc3! 

A clever sequence by white, 
which surprisingly leaves black 
without a good reply. 29.Nc3 
30.Qc3 Qf6 31.Bf4! finds black in 
some trouble. Black is practically 
forced to sacrifice a pawn. 

29.016 30.Nxe4? 

Instead 30.Bxf4 exf 31.Ne4 
reaches a position similar to the 
game, but where black is miss- 
ing his e5 pawn 

30.Qxh6 

After we reach time control, 
white is totally lost. However, dur- 
ing this game the game that Larry 
Christiansen won against an ex- 
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pert after hanging his queen kept 
flaring up in my mind. 

31.Nfd2 Bxe4 

Trading off black’s relatively 
good minor piece, but trading i ’ 
general is bad for white 

32.Nxe4 Qh3 33.Qc3 Qf5 34/3 
fxg3 35.hxg3 Rf8 36.Kg2 Rag 
37.Qb2 Qc8 

Black has not been making 
any stunning moves, but all one | 
needs to win a won game is good 
moves. It is difficult for black to 
break in directly, so he makes 
gestures at threatening moves 
without giving anything away, ' 
Qa6-a2 is threatened. 

38.Qd2 Ra3 39.Ng5 Qf5?! | 

Responding to the threat of | 
40.Nf7 Kg7 41.Qg5 with perpetual | 
check, but 39..Qf8 would have lin- | 
ited the efficacy of white’s next 
move. 

40.Qb2 Ra8& 

Black refuses to give white 
counterplay. If black had played 
39.Qf8, then 40.Qa8 would bea 
good response here. | 

41.Ne6 

There is no point in repeat: 
ing the position, as black is not 
forced to follow the sequence a 
third time. 

41.c5 

Taking advantage of the oppor 
tunity to immobilize the c-pawn. 

42.Qb7? | 

White finally sees an opportu: 
nity to play actively, but this loses 
rather quickly. Better was 42.94, | 
although white, approaching the 
sudden death time control, was 
obviously getting tired of passive 
defense. The move played gave 
black a mate in six, accompanied 
by an overwhelming sense of Ie | 
lief. 

42.Ra2+ 43.Kg1 Ral+ 44.Kg2 
Qc2+ 45.Kh3 Rh1+ 46.Kg4 Qg6+0- 
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Arcata Chess Club junior 
members swept the individual 
awards at the Second Annual 
Humboldt County school champi- 
onships conducted at the Eureka 
Teen Center on Saturday, May 8. 


High School Championship 

Fifteen year old freshman 
Terry Wolf lead Arcata High 
School to the team title with his 
undefeated record. Eureka High 
School finished second. Second 
place went to Benjamin Hood of 
Eureka who lost his only game to 
Terry. Alex Hockensen, last years 
Jr. High champion, from Arcata, 
took third place and last years 
third place winner, Matt Frenz, 
placed fourth. 


Junior High Championship 

Jacoby Creek’s Joe Severdia 
improved on his second place per- 
formance of a year ago by going 
undefeated in 1999 for first place. 
Joe’s performance lead Jacoby 
Creek to the championship. Sec- 
ond place went to Julia Hayes of 
Worthington who finished one 
point ahead of Rose Goodwin, from 
id Brae, who finished in third 
place, 


Report by James Bauman 
Photos by Jerry Jackson 


The first 
place Redway 
Elementary 
team with 
coach Burt 
Nieman 


Elementary School 
Championship 
The elementary school divi- 
sion was exciting with the results 
unclear until the end. Going into 
the final round, defending cham- 
pion, Bloomfield School of Arcata 
trailed Redway School by 1 1/2 
points. Fred Hope of Bloomfield 


Individual 
Elementary 
awards (L to R): 
3° Michael 
Kubik, 1%t Fred 
Hope and 2™ Cody 
Vella 


i 


defeated Michael Kubik of Redway 
to win the individual champion- 
ship for the second year in a row. 
Fred was undefeated. Cody Vella 
of Redway defeated Shane 
Demello of Toddy Thomas school, 
while Ian Henry of Bloomfield lost 
his game to Evan Markegard of 


The Far North 


Toddy Thomas, last years second 
place finisher. This left it up to 
the final two games, which 
matched Jeff Stahl and Joe Saban 
of Redway against Michael 
Lindemann and Alexi Greenspan 
of Bloomfield. Both games went 
into the end game with Joe and 
Jeff both holding their winning 
positions. This clinched the vic- 
tory for Redway by 3 1/2 points 
over Bloomfield, with Toddy Tho- 
mas of Fortuna, finishing third. 
Individually Cody Vella defeated 
Michael Kubik in a playoff game 
to take the second place trophy, 
while Michael took third. Evan and 
Shane tied with Jeff Stahl of 
Redway for fifth place. Redway was 
coached by Burt Nieman, who can 
be congratulated for the fine play 
and sportsmanship of his team. 
Burt’s scholastic chess program is 
considered the best school chess 
program in Humboldt County. 

A special tribute is given to 11 
year old Fred Hope who has been 





with the Arcata Chess Club from 
its beginning three years ago. 
With his recent move to Colorado 
Springs, he will be truly missed. 
Besides winning the elementary 
championships both years he com- 
peted, he finished 4th in the 1998 
county junior championship, 2nd 
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in the 1998 Arcata Club Junior 
championship and Ist in the jun- 
ior ladder 1998 championship. He 
also finished in the top half of the 
club Swiss tournaments both 
1998 and 1999. Fred has a won- 
derful sense of humor and com- 
mitment. He always arrived at the 
club even before myself. He was 
given the task of obtaining the 
key and opening the room. Fred 
has been given an honorary life 
time membership to the Arcata 
Chess Club. Best of luck to Fred 
and his future chess endeavors. 
Humboldt June-July Open 
Expert Tommy Groombridge 
took first place with Terry Wolf 
and Ed Morton tying for second. 
Terry has been working with 
Sylver Good and has shown a large 


Jerry Jackson awards 2" 
place medal to Eureka’s 
Benjamin Hood 
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improvement in his game. He 
showed his improvement by de- 
feating 1999 club champion 
James Bauman and his trainer, 
Sylver Good in the Aug-Sep open 
which is currently being con- 
ducted. Ten players competed in 
a double round robin blitz tourna- 
ment on 19 July. Gary D. Berry, 
Humboldt County’s top rated 
player (2084) swept through his 
opposition winning 17 of 18 
games. His only loss was to Sylver 
Good who took second place, while 
17 year old Arlen Vanek, from 


Julia Hayes and Rose Goodwin 
in the Junior High section 





Trinidad, took third and Tommy 


Groombridge, from Eureka, took | 


fourth. Fifth place went to Bob 
Snyder, a philosophy professor at 


Humboldt State University, whois . 


currently leading the Aug-Sep 
open. 

Thanks to Dr Jerry Jackson 
for his help in organizing and di- 
recting the Scholastic Champion- 
ship, to Bill Herman for help in 


—— 


editing and to Bob Clayton for as- | 


sisting in the Swiss tournaments 
and doing the final editing of this 


report. © 


Checkmate? NOT! 


As I write this, a fellow chess 
player is fighting for his life in the 
UMB Medical Center in Las Vegas. 
John Trivett is the sole survivor of 
the tragic plane crash that killed Ken 
Horne and his wife. Critically burned, 
John has good chances but the road 
ahead will be a hard one indeed. 

Nicknamed “The Mad Sacker” for 
his swashbuckling attacking playing 
style, John never hesitates to sacri- 
fice a piece. In fact, in almost all his 
games John gives up material! This 
tends to lose a lot of games, but John 
never plays to the wall chart. 

His chess hero is Rashid 
Nezhmetdinov, and John has long 
been working on a book of his games, 
consulting with Nezhmetdinov’s son 
in the former Soviet Union. John is 
also a voting member of the USCF 


By Duncan Oxley 


and Secretary of Nevada Chess Inc., 
the state affiliate to the USCF. Also 
of note, John was the first one to be 
sued by Stan Vaughan in his failed 
bid to take over organized chess in 
Nevada. 

Going through a huge pile of 
John’s games I selected this one 
because of his opponent, Karen 
Birkedahl, who created a sensation 
at the 1999 US Open. And, oh yes, 
he sack’s a piece! 


US Open Las Vegas 1999 
Karen Birkedahl 
JohnTrivett 
Round 6 
ECO C58 

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bc4 Nf6 4. 
Ng5 d5 5. exd5 Nad 6. Bb5+ c6 7. dxc6 
bxc6 8. Bd3 Bcd 9. Ne4 Nxe4 10. Bxe4 





10...Bxf2+ 11. Kfl Bb6 12. b4 Qd4 13. 
Qf3 Qxal 14. c3 O-O 15. bxa5d Bxad 
16. Qd3 Qxa2 17. g4 Rd8 18. Bxh7+ 
Kf8 19. Qe4 Ba6+ 20. Kel Bd? 21. 
Ba3+ Qxa3 22. Nxa3 Bxe4 23. Bxe4 
Rac8 24. Ke2 Bb6 25. Nc4 f6 26. Rbl 
Re7 27. Nxb6 axb6 28. Rxb6 Ke7 29. 
Rxc6 Rxc6 30. Bxc6 Rh8 31. Bf3 Rxh2+ 
32. Ke3 Kd6 33. d3 Re2 34. c4 Ke5 35. 
Be4 Rh2 36. Bg6 Rh3+ 37. Ke4 Rg 
38. Bf5 Rg1l 39. Bh7 Rxg4+ 40. Kfo 
Rf4+ 41. Kg6 Rg4+ 42. Kf7 Kd4 43. 
Bg6 Rgl 44. Kxg7 f5 45. Kf6 £4 46. 
Be4 f3 O-1 | 
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Bay AREA SUMMER 
Scholastics 


by 
Alan Kirshner 





Vinay Bhat earned an IM norm 
by winning Arthur Dake Interna- 
tional. Four other players also 
earned qualifying norms for the 
title of International Master at 
the Arthur Dake Internationals 
in San Francisco. Vinay Bhat 
took first with 6.5 out of 9. Six 
points was good enough for IM 
norms for Jesse Kraai (USA), 


Mark Paragua (PHI) and Omar 
Cartagena (PHI). Report courtesy 
of the Mechanics Institute. 





Jordy Mont-Reynaud (2327) is 
our new Cadet Tournament 
Champion. The Cadet Champi- 
onship is an invitational event for 
young chess players under 16— 
the best in the United States. 
Jordy received his Master’s title 
at the age of 10 %. This shattered 
the former record held by Bobby 
Fischer who obtained his Master’s 
rating at 14. A year later North- 
ern California’s Vinay Bhat out 
did Jordy by one month. The 
record has returned to the east 
coast with a transplanted former 
West Coast resident, Hikaru 
Nakamura, who last year at the 
age of 10 obtained his Master’s 
rating. 

Jordy has also consented to be 
the first scholastic representative 
to the CalChess Board. CalChess, 
the Northern California, affiliate 
to the US Chess Federation, may 
be the first state organization to 
reserve a seat on it’s governing 
board for a scholastic player. This 
position is an advisory one. If you 
are a scholastic player and you 
would like Jordy as your represen- 
tative to introduce something or 
discuss some issue of concern to 
scholastic chess at the next 
CalChess Board meeting, please 
contact him at: jordymr@aol.com. 

All of the Weible Summer 
Quads were booming successes. 
The first quad on June 26th drew 
201 players. The second match 
on July 10th had 176 players. The 


Uri Andrews 
(left) winner 
of the gold 
medal for 
chess at the 
JCC Maccabi 
Games. 
Photo by 
Jason Black. 





US Cadet champion Jordy Mont- 
Reynaud (1) with master Irina 
Krush. 15 year-old Jordy Mont- 
Reynaud won the 1999 US Ca- 
det Championship in Nashville, 
TN. This invitational tourna- 
ment for players under-16 was 
hotly contested. Going into the 
last round three players were 
tied at 4-2, but only Jordy man- 
aged to win (although he had 
Black). A fine exchange sacrifice 
paved the way to Jordy’s victory. 
Report courtesy of the Mechan- 
ics Institute. 


last Weibel Summer Scholastic 
Quad (August 14) drew the largest 
number of players yet—218. We 
had 10 players from Biggs (near 
Chico) and one from Brooklyn, 
New York. Our reputation is re- 
ally spreading. Actually many of 
the players were here to attend 
Larry Evan’s chess camp and 
heard about the tournament. I 
had purchased 65 new trophies as 
I gave all my trophies at the other 
two quads and still ran 11 short. 
My biggest problem was that half 
my staff was at the US Open in 
Reno. Thankfully, Lynette and 
Jeff Gordon of the Berkeley Chess 
School and Steve Wu of Palo Alto 
volunteered to fill in. Yet, with- 
out the dynamite never ending 
energy of Kim Ma, player Tim Ma’s 
mom, I could never have survived. 
As a special bonus at the last quad 
on August 14" all participants re- 
ceived a ten dollar off coupon for a 
purchase at The Athlete’s Foot 
store. I do not know if they sell a 
special chess shoe. 

The Hayward Library Tourna- 
ment on July 24th also had a 
record number of participants. 
The Hayward Library Tournament 
is a free non-US Chess Federa- 


Continued on page 30 
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ends of chess. 


chess related. 


— Allan Fifield © 





Dennis: The following interview 
took place in Fresno, California. 
Today is the 20th of January 1983. 
I'm Dennis Wajckus and I’m with 
Phil Smith. Phil Smith is the 
highest rated chess player in 
Fresno. Can you remember any- 
thing about your first tournament 
and when it was? 

Phil: Well, it was in the summer 
of 1933 when I was living in Man- 
hattan, Kansas. I finished high 
school that year. There was a 
Kansas State Championship 
Tournament at the Kansas State 
Fair in Topeka. And there was a 
professor in the local college in 
Manhattan who took me down to 
the tournament and I stayed with 
my aunt and uncle. There were 
about 12 players from all over the 
state. We played a double round 
robin. I won one of my two games 
to the man who won the tourna- 
ment called Webber Solano. I 
even remember the opening, a 
Giuoco Piano. Then later we 
moved down to Arkansas when I 
was about 16 and I played in a 


Phil Smith was the King of Central California for 
many years both as the strongest player in the area a 
and an imposing personality. At one time, Phil had © 
the distinction of being the oldest player to ever be | 
awarded a masters title by the USCF. 
chess life began in the early thirties. 
eighties Phil retired from tournaments due to failing 
eyesight. In truth, Phil’s eyes never were very good 
and their weakness probably held him back from the 
next highest level of chess accomplishment. Although 
officially “retired”, Phil would bring his bad eyes to 
the dim lights of the pizza parlor that was home to the |" 
Fresno Chess Club and there he would entertain the } 
rest of us with stories of his encounters with the leg- 
Spassky, Lasker, Reshevsky, Keres, 
and Fine might be mythological creatures to the rest : ; 
of us but Phil had eu played each one of them. @9@tst Dennis Wajckus on 11/18/80 a 
Of other chess legends that he had meet such as Fischer, Edmondson, Koltanowski, and Steiner, Phil had 
strong and controversial opinions. The truth be told, Phil had strong 


Interviewed by Dennis Wajckus 


Phil’s active 
In the mid- 


chess club that was run by the 
mother of Senator Fulbright. | 
remember being in an exhibition 
in her backyard and then going 
down to Port Smith to another si- 
multaneous. But then later we 
moved back to Colorado. I didn’t 
do much chess until I was about 
20. When I was about 20 I got job 
in Washington, D.C., as messen- 
ger for the Interstate Commerce 
Commission. I really discovered 
when I went to the leading chess 
club in Washington how good 
chess players were. I was playing 
with masters and experts. 
Dennis: That's interesting. I was 
wondering if you could tell me 
about some of the chess clubs you 
belonged to across the country and 
any special remembrances of any 
of those clubs. 

Phil: Well, we had many strong 
players in Washington at the 
Capital City Chess Club. Unfor- 
tunately, we played our tourna- 
ment games on Saturday night 
and there was also a poker group 
there so sometimes I would hurry 


Phil Smith (standing left) in simultaneous c ctic 
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opinions on everything and everyone 


We lost Phil in March of 1994 and the Fresno Chess Club has been a little too quiet ever since. We 
look around in vain for the thick eye glasses and the intense smile of our lost storyteller. It is with 
pleasure that we share Phil Smith’s memories and opinions with a wider audience one last time. — a 
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Dhil Smith: The King of Central Californiy 


~ 


to do my tournament game in or { 


der to lose my money in a poker ' 


game. But I remember 
one...Doctor Emanuel Lasker, 


— 


who is probably one of the most | 


famous of all players, the best 
all players. He came to Washing. 


~ 


ton when he was 70 years old, in | 


1938, and I got to play a simulta 
neous against him. And he played 
about 26 players but he was very 
slow. After 4 hours at midnight 
about half the games, including 


~s- 


my own, were unfinished. Well,! | 


had sacrificed a pawn. I played 
the French defense and he played 
an old 19th century variations, 
it’s still in the books. I sacrificed 
a pawn initially and I thought! 


————S Ee 


had a fine game but something | 


happened in that simultaneous | 


that I’ve never seen happen al 
any simultaneous after that. The 
unfinished games were adjud: 
cated by local masters. They de 
cided at midnight the doctor was 
too old and feeble to finish the 
games. So if the doctor had 4 
slight disadvantage, they called! 
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a draw and if he had a slight ad- 
vantage a win. In my case I was a 
pawn down so they called a win . 
Here about 10 years ago I was at- 
tending one of Bill Myers’s tour- 
naments in Fresno and one of the 
younger players, about 14 years 
old, came up to me and he says, 
quite seriously...he says, “Mr. 
Smith, who is the strongest chess 
player you ever played in your 
life?” So I thought for a minute 
and I said, “Dr Emanuel Lasker”. 
And the next question was, “Who’s 
he?” I said, “You've just destroyed 
my faith in the younger genera- 
tion. Emanuel Lasker was only 
the greatest chess player who ever 
lived.” “Oh,” he said, “I thought it 
was Bobby Fischer.” Which shows 
you how far back the younger play- 
ers go. The first tournament | 
played in Washington (DC) was for 
the District championship, a very 
strong tournament. I had gone 
down to the club on a Saturday 
afternoon and A.W. Fox, who was 
one of the leading players in the 
early years of this century, played 
me a game one afternoon. I got a 
draw with him and he says, 
‘Young man, you play so well that 
you should win the District cham- 
pionship.” Well, I played in the 
District championship and there 
were 11 rounds and I lost every 
game. Before I left Washington 
in 1939, I won a tournament 
there. Then I went to Los Ange- 
les in 1939 and I was there till 
1941. For two years I played in 
Los Angeles. The old Los Angeles 
chess club was downtown. It was 
run by a man named E. P. Elliott. 
E. P. Elliott had won the Western 
Chess Association Championship 
in the 1903 which was the fore- 
funner of the U.S. Open. He was 
little a man about 5’2" and he ran 
some very good tournaments. 
There were four qualifying sec- 
lions for the Los Angeles champi- 
Mship and two of us from each 
section played for the champion- 
ship. I tied for 3rd and I won the 
play off. Later in 1941 I went to 
Denver and I played a number of 
lournaments in Denver. I won a 
big tournament in Denver. I was 
then drafted in the service and I 
played little chess. After I got out 


of the service, I was in Los Ange- 
les for a long time where I played 
in more tournaments. Then I 
went back to Minnesota and got a 
masters degree. I remember in 
1946-47 I played in the Minneapo- 
lis City Championship and I came 
in second. I lost my first game 
and I won the next six. But the 
person who won the tournament 
gave up only one draw. ‘Then in 
1947 I was in Bakersfield and in 
1949 the first California Open was 
held over in Atascadero. I was one 
of twelve players. And I won first 
place 6-1, so I qualified for the 
state championship the next year 
in San Francisco. I had an even 
score and I came in fourth out of 
8 players. I played a second time 
in San Francisco in 1952. But I 
played in many California Opens. 
We used to have a California 
State Federation before it split up 
into north and south. We've had 
a California Open which many 
times was held in Fresno or San 
Luis Obispo. That was held on La- 
bor Day Weekend. Then on Me- 
morial Day weekend, we would 
have a North-South match. 
Sometimes we'd have 50 or 60 on 
a side. And then we had the State 
Rapid Transit Tournament. When 
I lived in Los Angeles I played the 
south and then in Fresno I played 
for the north. I played as high as 
second board for the north. Then 
I played in the Rapid Transit. The 
best I ever did in the Rapid Tran- 
sit was to tie for first with John 
Blackstone. At about the same 
time I won the Southern Califor- 
nia five minute tournament. 
That’s about the best I ever did. 
About 1946, I was editing a news- 
paper in Los Angeles there 
Hermann Steiner there who at 
the time was one of the biggest 
names in California chess. 
Hermann Steiner ran a fine tour- 
nament and we had many top 
American players: Rueben Fine, 
Sammy Reshevsky Isaac 
Kashdan, and Weaver Adams. I 
got to cover it for the United Press 
for two weeks. And then after it 
was over, there was a five minute 
tournament and it had about 10 
of the local Los Angeles players 
and then the top players such as 


Rueben Fine and Reshevsky. I 
remember that I was thrilled that 
I got a plus four in that playing 
with the grandmasters and the 
international masters. I played 
in a number of simultaneous ex- 
hibitions. Of course, many years 
ago in Washington I played with 
people like Israel Horowitz, who 
was one of the strongest players 
in the country. He ran the old 
Chess Review which became part 
of Chess Life. I remember when | 
lived in Los Angeles in 1946, I was 
a member of the Los Feliz Chess 
Club in Hollywood and Rueben 
Fine came one Saturday night to 
gave a simultaneous. He was to 
play 26 of us at 8:00. Now Rueben, 
unlike Dr. Lasker, was a very fast 
simultaneous player. He showed 
up at 9:00. He beat every one of 
us in one hour flat. It was like he 
was on roller skates. It was just 
fantastic how fast...he just seemed 
like I no sooner made my move 
and he was back. And one old guy 
lost a rook very early and kept 
playing. Rueben stopped in front 
of his board and glared at him and 
said in a nasty voice, “You think 
you can spot me a rook!” Every- 
body just like laughed. Horowitz 
was always very genial when he 
gave a simultaneous. So was 
Sammy Reshevsky. Sammy gave 
one here in the valley in 1965 and 
I was one of the players. I made a 
threatening move in the middle 
game and I said draw; he said 
draw so I got a draw with Sammy. 
I got to play with Paul Keres one 
time. I was over in Europe at 
Palma de Mallorca on _ sabbatical 
in Europe. My wife and I went to 
the Interzonal in which Bobby 
Fischer played for five weeks and 
qualified for the matches that lead 
to the Spassky match. And we 
were there about three weeks and 
we watched Fischer play against 
the best in the world. And one 
night we had read in the local 
newspaper that there was a Euro- 
pean bridge championship. My 
wife and I like bridge. We went to 
watch and Omar Shariff, the fa- 
mous movie star, was playing in 
the bridge tournament and they 
had a rather odd situation. For 
every table, like this card table, 
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somebody had gone through the 
trouble to build like a little sta- 
dium that you could sit on. The 
spectators could sit above every 
table and look down and watch the 
players. So we could sit down and 
watch Omar Shariff play a hand. 
But unfortunately I was reading a 
little English language newspaper 
that is published there while we 
were watching. My wife was quite 
fascinated by it all, and I suddenly 
read in this little paper that there 
was no chess tournament that 
night that Paul Keres, who was 
second in all the Russian com- 
petitors, was going to give an ex- 
hibition that night. I hadn’t known 
about it and so I said to my wife, 
“Well, I’m sorry but we have the 
leave the bridge tournament. 
We've got to go over to the chess 
tournament because I’ve got to 
play against Keres.” He only 
played six boards because it wasn’t 
well publicized. There were a lot 
of experts and minor masters who 
were there from all over Europe. 
Some of them second string play- 
ers. I think Keres lost one game 
and he drew with me. I hada 
Gruenfeld against him and it was 
a dead draw for a long time but he 
made me play and work until only 
kings left. Very grim. Very hand- 
some man but very grim. I got play 
Spassky as you know about 1980 
at the Paul Mason tournament 
and I was able to get a draw, a book 
draw that Larry Evans published 
in his column. 

Dennis: Do you remember any- 
thing specific about that draw or 
about Spassky? 

Phil: Oh yes, Spassky was a very 
genial man. I had seen him the 
first time in 1966. I went down to 
watch one round in a Santa 
Monica tournament where he 
came in first ahead of Fischer. In 
this Paul Mason tournament, Dr 
Euwe was there, who at that time 
was 80 years old. And Dr. Euwe 
and Spassky gave back to back 
simultaneous exhibitions. Kind 
of an outdoor pavilion had been set 
up a tent. I understand that a 
computer beat Euwe in his exhi- 
bition. I had been watching 
Spassky played about 22 or 24 
boards. One man beat him and | 





drew. The thing I remember 
about Spassky is I played the ac- 
celerated fianchetto in the Sicil- 
ian for years. In that particular 
variation was in some famous 
draws that people like Spassky 
and Fischer and Petrosian had 
had. At the particular point where 
the draw might be effective (about 
12-14 moves) Spassky moved the 
knight to QR4 instead QN5 which 
was the draw line. I had read that 
one of Spassky’s countrymen 
(whose name I have trouble pro- 
nouncing) Polugayevsky had de- 
veloped that line. So when 
Spassky played that move, I asked 
him how do you pronounce your 
countryman’s name who origi- 
nated that move. Well, he never 
answered my question. He just 
said, “Oh, I had really played that 
move first. He just got credit for 
it.” Everybody laughed. I looked 
it up later on in Levy’s book and 
Levy credited to Hort (the Czecho- 
slovakian master). But I was very 
impressed with Spassky as a real 
gentleman. There have been a 
number of exhibitors who haven't 
always been gentlemen. I think 
the worst thing I ever saw occur 
was when I was at Hermann 
Steiner’s chess club one night in 
about 1946. Hermann was play- 
ing members of his club and he 
made a move on one board and he 
was absolutely lost. And he turned 
and went to the next board and he 
noticed that he had made a mis- 
take so he goes back to the board 
where he made the mistake. He 
changes the move by saying “I 
adjust” and he goes on. That was 
terrible sportsmanship. Well, as 
a matter of fact, there have been 
some people who have run exhi- 
bitions who have argued that the 
exhibitor shouldn’t be bound by 
such touch-move rules, that he 
has a right to change his move. 
It’s not chess unless it’s touch- 
move. Speaking of five minute 
chess, you know, at the five 
minute tournament this week- 
end, Dave [Quarve] and I had quite 
a discussion about the rules for 
five minute chess. We went 
through the various editions of 
Morrison's [USCF] rule book. Also, 
I went through about 110 maga- 


zines looking for interpretations 
and added rules. There have been 
a number of people in varioys 
parts of the country who have trieg 
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to say that you don’t have to play | 


touch-move or that an illegal rye 
doesn’t lose. The United States 


Chess Federation and the inter. | 


national chess federation shoul 
clarify this. I was playing in a tour. 


nament down in South Carolina | 


one time and one of the local play- 
ers told me that they didn’t play 
touch-move down there. I played 
in connection with the British 
championship in 1973 and 1976. 


I played in some fast Rapid Tran- | 


sit tournaments during the Brit- 
ish championships and I remem- 


ber they played touch move. They | 


didn’t exactly play five minute 
chess. In some of the Rapid Tran- 
sit tournaments we played in the 
old state chess federation instead 
of playing five minute chess, 
somebody would call out “move’, 
Every 10 seconds somebody would 
call “move”. Maybe you've played 
in tournament’s like that.? 
Dennis: I’ve heard of them, I've 
never played in one. 

Phil: Well, when I stayed one 
time in England in 1973 for two 
weeks, I played in two five-day 
tournaments in connection with 
British championship. They had 
a ten second tournament one 
night and I came in second. And 
they had several players from the 
main British championship play- 
ing and that’s how they did it. 
Somebody said “Move!” and every- 
body moved. In the old California 
State Chess Federation they used 
to have ten second tournaments. 
It’s a bad way to have Rapid Tran- 
sit chess because I’ve always 
seen arguments on _ whether 
when you moved on the bell or 
whether you moved after the bell. 
I’ve seen one of the best players 
in Los Angeles reach out and grab 
somebody's king one time be 
cause he said that he didn’t move 
on the bell. So it’s not a good sub- 
stitute for five-minute chess. 
Dennis: Can you recall from youl 
boyhood and growing up and play: 
ing who some of your chess he 
roes were at that time? 

Phil: Yes. When | first started 
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playing chess Alexander 
Alekhine, world champion, was 
one of them. He beat Jose 
Capablanca in Argentina in 1927. 
At the time of course I did know 
all the flaws of Alekhine, the 
drinking and the drugs. I cer- 
tainly didn’t know foresee the fu- 
ture than he would play in a lot of 
Nazi sponsored tournaments dur- 
ing World War II. Although I ad- 
mired Capablanca, but his style 
was not inspiring. Capa always 
kept a draw in hand something 
like Karpov today. Alekhine had 
a style like Kasparov (the coming 
world champion.) with sacrifices. 
Dennis: Who are you a chess fan 


of today ? 

Phil: Emanuel Lasker. 

Dennis: Still an Emanuel Lasker 
fan! 


Phil: Well, I'll tell you one rea- 
son. I studied the games of Lasker 
and I've studied Capablanca and 
I've studied Alekhine, as well as 
Nimzovitch, Fischer, Kasparov, 
Karpov, Petrosian, and Spassky. 
The reason why I’ve always ad- 
mired Lasker was he had a fight- 
ing style. His theory was that 
chess was not a art but it was a 
fight, a struggle and that victory 
often went to the person who 
fought hardest. He was a great 
psychologist and so forth. He has 
been accused of playing slightly 
inferior openings somewhat like 
Larsen and Korchnoi have done . 
He knew his opponents so he 
played his opponent and not just 
the board. It used to be said in 
the heyday of Capablanca that if 
Capablanca’s opponent made no 
mistakes then the game would 
bea draw, but that wasn’t neces- 
sarily true with Alekhine. You 
could play a rather flawless game 
against Alekhine and still lose. 
Dennis: I recall you mentioning 
a problem with this one time and 
[wonder if it still happens to you. 
You used to tell me that people still 
come up to you and ask you what 
‘ver happened to Bobby Fischer 
and when will he return to chess. 
Does that still happen to you? 
Phil: Oh yes. A lot of my friends 
that don’t play chess ask about 
Bobby Fischer. I don’t think that 
chess players who play a lot or who 


read Larry Evans’ column in the 
USCF magazine ask as much. 
Because certainly people ask 
about Fischer; people that knew 
nothing about chess knew about 
Fischer. I’m certain hat the US 
Chess Federation gained more 
members when’ tournament 
chess was more popular in the 
United States with Fischer. I per- 
sonally didn’t like Fischer. [| 
thought he was a stinker. 
Dennis: How old was he when you 
saw him? That was in 1968? 
Phil: Well, I only saw him three 
times. Fischer was born in 1943. 
In 1957 he was 14, he came out 
to San Francisco to play on the 
U.S. Junior championship, which 
I think he won about 8-1/2, and 
Koltanowski was TD. I remem- 
ber Fischer at that time before he 
started wearing suits and ties; 
Fischer was_ poor looking clothes 
and tennis shoes. He kept pester- 
ing Ronald Gross who was a well 
known master in Southern Cali- 
fornia . I remember hearing 
Fischer pester Koltanowski to give 
him Gross’s address. That’s the 
first time I saw Fischer play. 
Then in 1966 I saw him Palma de 
Mallorca and I got a poor opinion 
of him the 3 weeks I spent there. 
He made so many demands and 
he was such an unpleasant char- 
acter the Americans was pulling 
for the Russians to beat him. That 
was the only time I every saw 
Americans pull for the Russians 
to win. For example, the players 
and the spectators were all stay- 
ing in the same hotel. If you didn’t 
get back to the hotel at a certain 
time you wouldn't get any evening 
meal or warm food. Originally the 
rounds were going to be run from 
3:00 to 8:00 so the players and 
spectators could still get back to 
the hotel for the evening meal. 
But when Fischer arrived that 
wasn’t good enough so he de- 
manded the rounds be changed 4 
to 9 which meant that it was too 
late to get a warm meal in the 
hotel. Then also he demanded 
because of his religion (he was 
affiliated with the Worldwide 
Church of God although he wasn't 
a member) that he wouldn't play 
from sundown on Friday to sun- 


down on Saturday. And that 
meant that certain players would 
have to get up and play him in the 
morning. Incidentally, Sammy 
Reshevsky demanded the same 
thing. Then he also made a num- 
ber of other complaints about 
lights and playing conditions. 
They played in a rather small au- 
ditorium. When they played off 
adjourned games there would be 
a few spectators there, Fischer 
was very, very worried about the 
noise and the lights. I also saw 
him come outside the ropes one 
time and there was a fan there 
watching the games on the dem- 
onstration board. Fischer was 
kind of awkward anyway, the way 
he walks, and Fischer ran right 
into the guy and kind of knocked 
him down. Anybody but Fischer 
would have said pardon me, but 
not Bobby Fischer. In fact, we were 
all using a little bathroom (there 
weren’t many bathrooms around). 
There was just a small bathroom 
and I was standing in the bath- 
room and he came in and he ac- 
cidentally knocked the door 
against my back really hard. Of 
course, Bobby Fischer didn’t say 
I’m sorry. Anybody but Bobby 
Fischer would have said excuse 
me but it wasn’t his way. Any- 
way, after some time | got pretty 
disgusted with him. I thought the 
other players were gentlemen. 
When Larsen beat Fisher (the only 
game Fischer lost), Larsen came 
outside the playing room and 
talked to the fans; he told us how 
the game went. I set at the table 
with a number of the Russian play- 
ers like Geller. I didn’t know that 
Geller spoke English until the 
night Fischer beat him and I heard 
Geller say in perfect English’ 
“Well, I had a draw but I made a 
mistake.” And Fisher turned to 
show Geller that he had a win 
anyway, but about six grand mas- 
ters descended on the board at 
that point and so Fischer ran 
away. So we never did get to see 
what Fischer had in mind. It was 
a thrill to be there and to see all 
those strong players. 


To be continued in the Fall issue 
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By 


Steve Cohen 


When only 2 players partici- 
pated in the first G/15 Challenge 
event, I admit I wondered how long 
would the intended series survive. 
On May, 8, 1999, the Challenge 
series began its third season of 
exciting chess action as 33 play- 
ers came from all parts of the Bay 
Area to take part in this unique 
opportunity for practice against 
such high-quality opposition. Es- 
pecially for the many children- 
participants who would be attend- 
ing State and National Champi- 
onships’ competition the following 
week-end, the chance to gain 
practice among some of the top 
scholastic players of this country, 
not to mention G/5 practice with 
a 6-time U.S. Champion (Walter 
Browne, who enjoys attending 
these “Challenge” events), was an 
opportunity not to be lost — and for 
many of them, it was an opportu- 
nity to gain experience that cer- 
tainly was not lost (as a number 
of them went to take top prizes 
the following week-end in the 
State Championships, and in the 
National Championships in Ari- 
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A. Ibragimov vs W. Browne with 
A. Rozenvasser vs M. Krubnik in 
the background 


zona). 

In the Open Division, Walter 
Browne bested the field of 10 to 
increase his Challenge-series 
champion streak to 4, and take 
home the 1*-place check for $250! 
A point and a half behind Browne’s 
perfect score in the 5-round 
Swiss-pairing event was Arthur 
Ibragimov, of San Francisco, who 
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earned the $125 2™-place prize. 
The third place prize of $75 was 





New Stanford Chess Club presi- 
dent Michael Aigner takes on 
Walter Browne 





taken by Michael Aigner in his 
Challenge-series debut, who tied 
with yours truly, the winner of the 
1*‘-place U2200 prize. Mike 
Maloney won the 2™-place U2200 
prize of $50. 

In the 15-player Senior Ama- 
teur Section, the largest, 9-year- 
old Alexander Setzepfandt from 
Oakland took a last-round draw 
against his 3"-grade rival, Daichi 
Siegrist (who ended in 4") to re- 
main undefeated and earn the 
first-place check for $100 (and a 
trophy). Meanwhile, a 3"-round 


loss to new-comer Steve Moca of 
Walnut Creek kept Al Rangole a 
Y2-point behind Setzepfandt, to fin- 
ish in 2™ (and collect $75), a %- 
point ahead of Moca, who ended 





Oa. | 
Action in thel15-player Senior 
Amateur Section 


in 3™ on tie-breaks over Siegrist 
(both received $50, as Siegrist 
opted for the top U1600 prize). 


California Chess Journal Summer 1999 


There was a 3-way tie for the $39 
2™*-place U1600 prize between 
Nazee Moghadam, John Mead. 
ows and Ewelina Krubnik, with 
each collecting $10 (Michael 
Pearson actually made it a 4-way 
tie, but his rating was too high to 
share the prize). 

In the Junior Amateur Diyi- 
sion, Corey Chang (who would go 
on the following week to become 
State 2™*-grade Champion!!) dem- 
onstrated why practice makes per- 
fect, for though Chang has had his 
misfortunes in past “Challenges,” 
on this day he powered past 
former Jr. Am. Div. winners on 
his way to a perfect score to eam 
the first-place trophy, a full 1% 
points ahead of his nearest com- 





Serious faces in the Junior Ama- 
teur Section 


petitor, Michael Konkol, who fin- 
ished in 2". A %-point back, the 
1998 Jr. Am. G/15 Champion (and 
‘99 California K-8U co-champ), 
Ahmad Moghadam finished in 
sole 3™; but, there was a 3-way tie 
for 4"°-6", with tie-breaks giving 
the trophies to Yuki Siegrist (who 
went on to take top honors in Kin- 
dergarten at the State Champion- 
ships), Robert Hsu, and Emilia 
Krubnik, respectively. Sammy 
Roberts, in his “Challenge” debut, 
won 7“ on _ tie-breaks over 
Mahnoosh Moghadam, wh0 
earned the final J.A. trophy. 
But the excitement did nol 
stop there! After a 45 minule 
break, 15 players came together 
for a massive G/5 round robin, 
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Smiles all around at the awards 
ceremony 


WBCA-rated event. It was a 
chance for 14 to play against a 6- 
time U.S. Champion (a once-in- 
a-lifetime opportunity for some of 
the children!), and to try to keep 





Walter Browne checks his 
scoresheet while Michael 
Pearson thinks about his next 
move. 


him from repeating as champion 
ofthis event. But Browne was un- 
stoppable, and Walter went unde- 
leated to collect the $100 prize for 
l*, the only one to defeat Anthony 
Rozenvasser, who with a 13-1 
score earned the $50 for 2™. A 
point back, Arthur Ibragimov won 
$25 for 3°. Alan Plutzik of Wal- 


nut Creek and Felix Rudyak of 





Ahmad Re chadani (1) aches fas 
his move while Michael Pearson 
teaches to hit the clock 


eof Quick Action! 


San Francisco split the $25, 1* 
U2100 prize with 10-4 scores, 
Michael Pearson took home the 





Berkeley Chess School rivals 
Alexander Setzepfandt (1) and 
Daichi Siegrist meet once again 
in the last round 


$25 for 1s* U1800 with an 8-6 
score; and, Daichi Siegrist won 
the $25 for 1** U1600 with 6-8. 
But even more exciting should 
be the triple-header of Champion- 
ships, starting with the 1999 Pen- 
insula G/15 Challenge Champi- 
onships (5R-SW) to be held on Sat- 
urday, Nov. 6, at the same loca- 
tion (Park School, San Mateo). 
Considering the competition at 
past events, it should prove to be 
quite a challenge to win the title 
of “Peninsula Champion,” and a 
unique opportunity to gain expe- 
rience against some of the top 
players in the Bay Area (for each 
level). GUARANTEED prizes on 
Nov. 6 include Open: $$250-150- 
100-75, U2300 $100-75 [and USCF 
Grand Prix Points will be avail- 
able!!!]; Sen Am.:SS100-75-60-35, 
U1600 $50-30 (+trophies to top 6); 
Jr. Am: trophies to top 8. ALSO, 
after a break for late lunch, there 
will follow the 1999 Peninsula G/ 
5 Challenge Championships, a 6- 
round Swiss-pairing event, with 
GUARANTEED prizes of $100-50- 
25, and Top U2100/U1800/U 1600 
prizes of $25. Mr. “Six-Time’” 
Walter Browne will be competing 
in both. Also, if that’s not enough, 
after a short break following the 
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conclusion of the Blitz Champion- 
ships, the WOLC will host the 
first-ever U.S. G/lminute Cham- 
pionships, a 5-round Swiss-pair- 
ing (3 games/round) event for the 
title of 1999 U.S. G/1lmin. Cham- 
pion (and WOLC grand prix points) 
and GUARANTEED prizes of 
$150(+trophy)-75-50-25. 

A lot of chess action packed into 1 
day!! 

Finally, I’d like to thank 
James Millet and Budd 
Setzepfandt for their TDA help at 
the May 8 event; and a special 
thanks to Park School of San 
Mateo for their support. I hope to 
see you all Nov. 6, start time at 
10:30am sharp for G/15 action. 
For a flier or more info. call the 
(650) 349-7746, or visit our 
WebSite at Error! Bookmark not 
defined.. 


CalChess 
Email Lists _ 


CalChess menoins an Sissi 
list of CalChess members. Most 
of the postings to this list. are 
announcements of tourna- 
ments or other chess events. To 
join the list, include your email 
address on theform when you 
join or renew your CalChess 
membership. You can she la 
the list by sending email to: 
CalChessMembers- ok 
owner @lists. best.com | 

Your CalChess membership 
must be current to join the list. 
To send a message to all the 
members of the CalChess list, 
send your posting TO; 


CalChessMembers@lists. best. co 





— Doug Shaker —- 
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Olympian Discusses 
Elista Chess Olympics 


Continued from page 4 


share, to invent, to compete, to en- 
tertain, and happily, not to harm 
ourselves or others. The activity 
is chess. All it requires is curios- 
ity.” 

Int: That is a great summa- 
tion! What can parents do to help 
develop their children’s interest 
in and ability to play chess? 

Elizabeth: I would suggest 
that parents, after they have 
taught them the basics, stop play- 
ing with their children and in- 
stead find other children for them 
to play with, be it through a pro- 
gram like ours at their school or 
through the school’s newsletter or 
going to local clubs. 

As I see it, playing with a par- 
ent is a lose lose situation for the 
child. If he wins the child feels 
delighted and guilty for feeling de- 
lighted. If he loses he feels badly 
because he lost and seldom takes 
into account that he should lose 
because he is playing his teacher. 
I discourage the instructors in 
The Berkeley Chess School from 
playing their students. 

What’s to be gained? I think 
parents should ask themselves 
the same question. If you must 
play with your child, make it a les- 
son rather than a game. When you 
get a won position, turn the board 
around and let your child play the 
won position. Keep doing that un- 
til the game is over. There is no 
winner and loser and yet hopefully 
the child has learned something. 

Don’t put pressure on your 
child to win. Have faith that it will 
come and let him enjoy himself, 
win or lose. Help him when he 
loses. If it fits in with the family 
schedule, bring him to scholastic 
tournaments and be there for him 
when he is finished. Teach him 
to respect the feelings of the other 
player if he wins, and help him to 
understand if he loses that the re- 
sult of one game or one hundred 
games does not define him as a 
person. Go over his game after- 
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wards if he wants to and let him 
tell you where the mistakes were 
made or where the triumphs hap- 
pened. Have him bring his game 
to school for his chess instructor 
to go over if he has one. Ideally, 
in my opionion, young children 
Should play lots and lots of games 
with other children and enjoy 
themselves while doing it. Having 
fun for the child is the most im- 
portant aspect, if the child is to 
stick with it and get better. 

Int: We all know that there 
are far more boys who play chess 
than girls. When you were a child 
how did you become interested is 
chess? What do you think we can 
do to motivate more girls to be- 
come interested in and stick with 
the game? 

Elizabeth: I played chess as 
a child because we played chess 
at home. It was played as a 
friendly game. For example, you 
always warned your opponent if 
his queen was en pris! It was 
played as a game of skill when the 
best player won. There was no 
trickery! If you made an obvious 
blunder you could take your move 
back! Good sportsmanship was es- 
sential. And of course we never 
used clocks so games could go on 
for days! It was not until I was in 
college that I started to play com- 
petitively. I got on the college 
team and that was a lot of fun and 
very sociable. I was fairly good at 
it without any study at all. Just a 
natural ability as a lot of kids 
have. It was not until I had gradu- 
ated from college that I opened my 
first chess book but the results of 
doing that were dramatic. Finally 
seeing what the game is about and 
the potential was very exciting. To 
this day I don’t know whether to 
regret not having started study- 
ing earlier or whether to rejoice 
that I was left alone to enjoy the 
game as I knew it! 

As for getting more girls to play 
chess, that is a difficult question 
to which I do not have the an- 
swer. Recently we held an all girls 
tournament for the girls who take 
chess through The Berkeley 
Chess School. We invited 200 girls 
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and 80 showed up to play. It Was 3 
terrific success and a real che, ) 
morale booster for most of the girs | 


who came. I’m still hearing from 
the parents how great it was for 
their daughters. From this group 
we plan to form a girls team an 
challenge other chess program, 
to produce girls teams and play, 
In essence, a girls league. We yj 
see what happens. It seems to my 
that girls are finally coming int 


their own in competitive sports | 
and I don’t see any reason why | 


that should not include chess, Anj 
the Polgar sisters are there noy 


as role models. It will take tim 


however. A change like that doe 
not happen overnight. I alread 
reach great numbers of girls in 
the schools. I will continue to ty 
to think of new ways to bring the 
pleasure of chess to them. 


Unfortunately, I was out of the | 
country for this years Sojourner | 


Truth Tournament, but I hope 
next year The Berkeley Chess 
School will participate. 

Int: You have your instruc 
tors place a strong emphasis on 
tactics and much less emphasis 


on opening and end game aspects } 


of chess. Why is this? 


Elizabeth: Because that is | 


what beginners, children o 


| 
| 


adults, should be spending most | 


of their energy on! We teach open- 
ings by showing games but tactics 
is the soul of chess. If you teach 
children to play tactics well, there 
won't be an endgame. If they know 
their tactics and look for tactics 
on every move they will become 
strong A players and enjoy evely 
step of the way! Then they cal 
study openings. It is a fact of life 
however, that children (and some: 
times their parents too!) will pick 
up the idea that they need to know 
openings (usually unsound onés 
with interesting names) to soum 
like a “real” chess player. It is sat, 
however, when that need to soun 
grown up translates into real time 
spent studying opening linés 
when they are still making hug 
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tactical errors. 90% of games Wo | 


at any tournament are won tact 
cally. We show the games of the 
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great, who after all have opened 
smmehow! We show openings 
which lead to open games which 
give lessons on tactics. We en- 
courage students to play openings 
which lead to open games because 
then their superior knowledge of 
tactics will pay off. If they spend 
any time at all studying chess it 
should be to study tactics. Another 
fact of life, however, is that most 
children spend very little time 
studying chess. What little time 
they spend then should be spent 
on what makes the game inter- 
esting. Tactics. 

I've made that the cornerstone 
of our program and am gratified 
when GMs like Roman 
Daindzichasvili (who taught Garry 
Kasparov) and Julio Kaplan among 
others advise the students to for- 
get studying openings and study 
tactics. It is a hard sell but we 
might someday make it as fash- 
ionable and grown up as studying 
openings now is! 

I also have noticed that many 
teachers (non Berkeley Chess 
School instructors) can think of 
nothing but openings to teach! 
Many lifetimes could be spent 
studying openings and so their po- 
sition as lifetime coach is as- 
sured! For that reason we have 
lesson plans. 

Int; What do you feel is the 
most rewarding part of the work 
that you do? 

Elizabeth: Watching the joy 
that the students get from “get- 
ling’ a problem. Watching their 
eyes light up as they understand 
aconcept. Watching as they put 
what they have learned into play. 
lenjoy the administrative aspects 
ofthe program too, the idea of do- 
ing a job well, of running an orga- 
nization properly, but it is the con- 
lact with the students which 
makes it come alive. 

Int: Are there any particular 
foals that you have for The Ber- 
keley Chess School? 

Elizabeth: Our goal is to con- 
nue what we are doing, do it bet- 
tr and reach more kids. Our in- 
sttuctors are the heart of the pro- 
fam and so, if we are to expand, 


we need to recruit and train more 
good instructors. Alternatively, we 
can stay the size we are and doa 
better job reaching more kids in 
the schools we already serve. It 
all depends on whether or not we 
can recruit quality instructors. In 
the last year or so I have noticed 
other chess players start chess 
schools in surrounding areas fol- 
lowing our example. I think this 
is a good trend. 

There are enough students to 
go around and no one group can 
reach everybody. We will chal- 
lenge every school and create 
healthy competition and raise the 
level of chess in the area. Alan 
Kirshner and I have come to real- 
ize the immense value to our stu- 
dents of suchcompetition. One of 
The Berkeley Chess School’s best 
teachers, Mark Brown, is moving 
to Modesto and plans to start a 
school there. We wish him well 
and look forward to challenging his 
kids.This will lead to a higher 
standard of chess in the area as a 
whole and someday we will chal- 
lenge New York with its million 
dollars of Intel money and win! 

The mention of Intel money 
going exclusively to New York stu- 
dents reminds me of the children 
in California’s inner cities where 
there is no Intel money to reach 
them. I would hope that Intel, or 
other corporations, would give us 
equal money to go into schools in 
their own backyard and teach 
those students chess. Enough 
studies have been done to show 
the value of chess instruction to- 
ward reading and math skills. If 
not Intel then maybe some other 
company who cares about the fate 
of these kids. I'd like to see that 
happen. 

Int: Well, perhaps somebody 
will read this article and be able 
to heip The Berkeley. Chess 
School out with some funding. It’s 
been a pleasure talking with you. 
Thank you. 


Elizabeth Shaughnessy and 
The Berkeley Chess School can 
be reached at (510) 843-0150. 








FIDE President Kirsan 
Iilyumzhinov and Elizabeth 
Shaughnessy at Elista. 


Nisrine Koteich 
(Lebanon) Elizabeth 
Shaughnessy 
(Ireland) 

1990 Chess Olympics 
(Elista, Russia) Vienna Game 


1. e4 e5 2. Nc3 Nf6 3. g3 dd 4. d3 
Bb4 5. Bg2 0-0 6. Bd2 Nc6 7. Nxd5 
Bcd 8. Be3 Nxd5 9. Bxc5 Nde7 10. 
Qd2 b6 11. Be3 Be6 12. f4 f6 13. f5 
Bf7 14. h3 Qd6 15. a3 Nd4 16. Ne2 
Nec6 17. g4 Nxe2 18. Qxe2 Nd4 19. 
QOf2Z Qcdb 20: Bxa4 exd4 21. Rel 
Qa5+ 22. Ke2 Rad8 23. Qel Qb5 24. 
Qb4 Qe5 25. Qel c5 











26. c4 dxc3 27. Rxc3 Rd4 28. Qd2 
c4 29. Rhel Rfd8 30. Kf2 Rxd3 31. 
Rxd3 Rxd3 32. Qb4 Qf4+ 33. Bf3 
Rxf3+ 34. Ke2 Qe3+ 35. Kdl Rfl+ 
36. Ke2Qxcl# O-1 


@ 
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Join 


CalChess 


The Northern California Chess Association 





Support Your USCF State Affiliate and receive these Benefits: 
Tournament Discounts e California Chess Journal e Youth Chess 


= One Year $15 e Two Years $28 e Three Years $41 = 
Scholastic One Year $13 e Family $17 
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State. Zip 


C.C.J. Submission Policy 

Our CCJ copy submission Policy tg, 
mains ‘author friendly’. While our py! 
erence is for electronic submission, type 
written or neat handwritten copy is at. 
ceptable. Electronic submission alloy 
you to include game scores, chess ia. 
grams, and digitized photos. In gener 
tournaments submitted in an electron! 
format will be allotted more space. (Qy) 
preference is for Microsoft Word files wii, 
diagrams created using the Linares foy 
Please feel free to contact me if you hay 
any questions on how to submit mates 
to California Chess Journal. | 


The next deadline for C.C.J. 
submissions is November 20. | 
Allan Fifield, PO Box 27 


Check One: 


Amount Enclosed $ 
New LJ 





Renewal (J 


7% For Additional Information Call 650-854-9793 7 


Central Coast 
Chess Notes 


Continued from page 16 


Ree2 35.Bf3 Rxh2 36.Bh1 Nxe4 
37.Qd3 Rxh1+ 38.Kxh1 Qh5+ 0-1 

I think every player in North- 
ern California has heard of Uri 
Andrews by now. Here he has an 
expert in the bag, but then he goes 
to sleep and flubs a rook ending. 
Don't try this at home. 


Andrews, Uri (1687) 
Randall, Timothy (2060) 
Round 2 [D10] 


1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nc3 Nf6 
4.Bg5 dxc4 5.e3 b5 6.a4 b4 7.Na2 
ad 8.Bxc4 e6 9.Ncl Be7 10.Nf3 
Nbd7 11.0-O O-O 12.Nd3 Qb6 
13.Rcel1 Bb7 14.Nfe5 Rfd8 15.Nxd7 
Rxd7 16.Bxf6 gxf6 17.Bb3 Rc8 
18.Nc5 Bxc5 19.Rxc5 Qxc5 20.dxc5 
Rxd1 21.Rxd1 Re7 22.Rd6 Kf8 23.e4 
Ke7 24.f4 e5 25. fxe5 fxe5 26.Rh6 
Ba6 27.Rxh7 Kf8 28.Rh5 Rd7 
29.Rxe5 Rd2 30.Rf5 Rxb2 31.Rxf7+ 
Ke8 32.Ra7 Rxb3 33.Rxa6 Rb1l+ 
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I 
é : 
: i 
i i 
Mail to: CalChess 2030 Mills Ave.Menlo Park, CA 94025 
i é 
he fl 


34.Kf2 b3 35.Rxc6 b2 36.Rb6 Kd7 
37.e5 Kd8 38.Rb7 Kc8 39.c6 Kd8& 
40.e6 Rel 41.Rxb2 Rxc6 42.Re2 
Re4 43.e7+ Ke8 44.93 Rxa4 45.h4 
Rb4 46.h5 a4 47.h6 Rb6 48.94 Rxh6 
49.Kg3 Rh7 50.Ra2 Rxe7 51.Rxa4 
Kf7 52.Kf4 Kg7 53. Kf5 Rf7+ 54.Kg5 
Rb7 55.Ra5 Rce7 56. Rf5 Ra7 57.Kh5 
Rb7 58.g5 Ra7 59.g6 Rb7 60.Re5 
Ra7 61.Kg5 Rb7 62.Rf5 Ra7 63.Rf7+ 
1/2-1/2 


Bay AREA SUMMER 
Scholastics 
Continued from page 21 


ers participated in this quick 
chess match. A few years ago, Ray 
Orwig of St. Mark’s in San Rafael, 
whose wife is a children’s librar- 
ian at the Fremont Public Library, 
did a series of free library tourna- 
ments in Alameda County. A 
number of our successful young 
players started out in these com- 
petitions including Jordy Mont- 
Reynaud and my son Micah who 
did obtain an Expert rating. The 
Hayward Library Tournament is 
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Visalia, CA 93279-0027 | 


Days: (209)-651-3300 #371 * Nights: | 
(209)-734-2784 * FAX: (209)-651-0739 | 


CompuServe: 102033,3421 | 
AOL: jostensvis 
Internet: fifiela@jostens.com 


remaining. It is a city library and 
not part of the Alameda Library 
system and so they have funding 
no longer available to the 
Alameda Library system. 

Ray Orwig will run four scho- 
lastic quads this school year (two 
in the Fall and two in the Winter) 
I will have the exact dates and al 
application posted on our tourna: | 
ment site as soon as I receive 
them. | 

This fall may see a new club | 
and team after school program 
emerging in Fremont at the Wis 
dom Chinese Cultural Centel. 
Keep checking at _ http:// 
WisdomChess.usaweb.nu for fur 
ther information. 


Read All About it 
Visit our sites on the 
World Wide Web 
http:// 
calchess.webjump.com 
& 
http. //.webjump.com/ 
scholastics.html 
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The CalChess Calendar of Events 


(* = CalChess discount) last update 5-2099 


1999 
Aug 28-29 .......--.00 (Sat-Sun) ......... Sacramento Class Club Weekend Swiss #3.............. (JM)* 
Sept 4-6 ......seeseeeeeees (Sat-Mon) ........ Labor Day Chess Restiticic:..ccecdies beats iuiedhdeve cows (RK)* 
Sept 18-19 .........200+ (Sat-Sun) ec LERA Sunnyvale Class Championship ...................... (JH & Ty) 
Sept 19 .......--eeseeeeess Petrie tcc arsecass G/15 Crhampionsbip San Francisco) 2230 ii.isecdcssscccses (JA2) 
NE aoc eidveo vas ecdae es SAEh etic corer WIE et EEE CR CTADC ee a oa rete cee necks ce Meee cua eipaaneden de ee (AF) 
NO) acess censasnne (Sat-Sun) ......... BiGERGlee Sas FS IO OO eo moc s aces oi, vssgiatcars Gat sea saeancees (AG & MG) 
RUIRLUY, ociccsecerveevtesve ASUITT I. cosa canons PRCT CIE 0 ORES eter close roe aecanadaciny ncoyatvans) Sau sates duis (BY) 
SERS psciescvnsnagseaane OSS PEE I opacities ccs PPE PPE MUI OUD psc on kick ao acco evn secas oosyhbadabscuaei sens (DW) 
ME ees scoyadevdenseos POSELE LC Peciudaatoavents Porterville (CMess for Weieise 5 roo ccs sbh evan deicccedetes aves (AF) 
HSE. sscasinceess PE SR nesses rk Western Slates Oper Rema ais o.is ca scachoucses toss cecesceves (JW) 
Moy 12-14. ..........0.:. (Fri-Sun) .......... Cano s- Memorial (ai Francie) 51 cdsiresistennccdeesscveant (JA2) 
OWL cose nsaceseves (Sat-Sun) ......... Preto: County Cia iipiOma tap ius: coc. fe. cccansauntes ove pane ans v2 (DW)* 
BV ZO-ZO vos sccnvnnsere (Fri-Sun) .......... LERA Thanksgiving (Sunnyvale) .... 02.65 cacocccscescssececssaens (JH & TY) 
ES: og. ceaccucess (Sat-Sun) atc... Sacramento Chess Club Weekend Swiss #4............. (JM) 


Annual Events 


9nd weekend Jan (Sa-Su): Sojourner Truth Girls’ Tourney 
(Palo Alto) (DS) 
Martin Luther King weekend (Sa-M): Martin Luther King (RK) 
Presidents’ Day weekend (Sa-M): People’s (Berkeley) (MG & AG) 
Ist weekend March (F-Su): San Francisco Amateur (JA2) 
last weekend March (Sa-Su): State Scholastic Championship 
(Santa Clara) (AK) 
Ist weekend May (Sa-Su): Livermore Spring Open (RH) 
Weekend prior to Memorial Day (Sa-Su): 
San Joaquin Championship (Fresno) (DW) 


Memorial Day weekend (Sa-M): LERA Memorial Day 
(Sunnyvale) (JH) 
2nd weekend June (F-Su): Stamer Memorial (San Francisco) (JA2) 
Ath of July weekend (Sa-M): Universe Open (TD) 
Labor Day weekend (lst weekend Sept.) (Sa-M): 
Labor Day Festival (RK) 
last weekend Oct. (F-Su): Western States Open (Reno) (JW) 
lst weekend Nov. (S-Su): Livermore Fall Open (RH) 
2nd weekend Nov. (F-Su): Capps (San Francisco) (JA2) 





Tournament Organizers 


JA =Jeff Andersen, 
P.O. Box 10845, 
Napa 94581 
(707) 251-8175 
troon@aol.com 

JA2= Joan Arbil, 


MG2 = Michael Ghormley, 
5120 Alcott Dr., 
Sacramento 95820 
(916)388-1601 
mjg99@blacksand.com 
mjg99@yahoo.com 


57 Post St., DH = Dan Holbrook, 
Mechanics Rm408 1220 Elliott #42, 
94101 Paradise 95969 


(415)421-2258 (916)877-3911 
Chessroom@aol.com RH = Riley hughes 

TD = Tom Dorsch, 4019 Rector Common 
P), Box 7453, Fremont 94539 
Menlo Park 94026 (510)623-1889 
(650)322-0955 KnowChess@aol.com 
TomDorsch@aol.com JH = Jim hurt; 

JE = James Eade, 31 Cactus Court 
021 Fanita Way, Parachute CO 81635 
Menlo Park 94025 (970)285-7041 
(650)328-9785 AK = Alan Kirshner, 
jimeade@aol.com 66 Indian Hill Plaza, 

AF = Allan Fifield, Fremont 94539 
fo Box 27, (510) 657-1586 
Visalia 93279 hegemon@hooked.net 
(559)734-2784 RK = Richard Koepcke, 
fifiela@jostens.com 2047 Montecito Ave.#30, 
jostensvis@aol.com Mountain View 94043 

G = Alan Glasscoe (650)964-2640 
PO Box 11613 richard. koepcke@ 
Oakland 94611 ebay.Sun.COM 
(510)652-5324 TM = Tom Martell, 

MG = Mike Goodall, 15308 Laverne Drive, 
461 Peachstone Terr., San Leandro 94579 
San Rafael 94903 (510)895-5228 
(415) 491-1269 tommbod@aol.com 

JM = John McCumiskey, 


California Chess Journal 


6700 50th St., Reno NV 89523 

Sacramento 95823-1306 (702) 747-1405 

(916)428-5532 SW = Scott Wilson 

jme-Imc@pacbell.net 380 E Esplanade Ave #109 
CP = Charles Pigg, Pacifica 94044 

429 Vista Ct., Scott@Burlingame 


Livermore 94550 ChessClub.com 
(925)447-5067 CW = Carolyn Withgitt 
HP = Hans Poschmann, PO Box 6350, 


4621 Seneca Park Ave., Hayward 94540-5305 
Fremont 94538 (650)322-0955 
(510) 656-8505 TY =Ted Yudacufski 
hspwood2@home.net PO Box 1308 
JP =Jimmy Plumb, Monterey 93940 
1878 W. 11 St. #144, (83 1)646-8730 
Tracy 95376 BY = Bonnie Yost 
hereshope9@nreach.com 3701 West Floradora 
JS =Joe Salazar Fresno, CA 93722 
(408)259-4002 (559)275-0905 
JWS345@aol.com 
DS = Doug Shaker, 
2030 Mills Ave., 
Menlo Park 94025 
(650)854-2545 
doug@theshakers.org 
SS = Steve Smallwood, 
1028 Cassia Way, 
Sunnyvale 94086 
(408) 247-8510 
stephen677 @aol.com 
DW = Dennis Wajckus, 
5924 E. Illinois Ave.. 
Fresno 93727-3566 
(559) 252-4484 
DW2=Dave Wait 
84 Carlos Ct 
Walnut Creek 94596 





Tournament Clearinghouse 
Riley Hughes 
4019 Rector Common 
Fremont, CA 94538-2145 
(510) 623-1889 
KnowChess @aol.com 


| Send tournament reports 
| and annotated games to CCJ: 
Allan Fifield 
PO Box 27 
Visalia 93279-0027 
(559) 734-2784 
Fifield @Jostens.com 
jostensvis @ aol.com 











JW = Jerome Weikel, | 
6578 Valley Wood Dr.., | 
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Club Directory 


Places to play chess in Northern California and Northern Nevada 


Arcata 

Monday, 6-10 pm 

Arcata Chess Club 
Conference Room, Arcata 
Library 


James Bauman 707-822-7619 


Berkeley 

Friday, 7:15 p.m. 

Berkeley City Club 

2315 Durant 

A. Glasscoe 510-652-5324 


Burlingame 

Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 
Burlingame Lions Hall 
990 Burlingame Ave 

Scott Wilson 650-355-9402 


www.BurlingameChessClub.com 


Campbell 

Kolty Chess Club 
Thursdays 7-11:30 p.m. 
Campbell Comm Ctr 
Winchester/W.Campbell 

F. Leffingwell 408-732-5188 
work 408-526-7090 
fleffing@cisco.com 


Carmel 

Call for current information 
Randall Swanson 
408-626-6113 


Carmichael 
Monday 6-10 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Ctr. 
4701 Gibbons 


Chico 

Thursday 7-11 p.m. 

Mtn Mike’s Pizza 

1722 Mangrove Ave 

Barry Nelson 916-873-3107 


Davis 

Thursday 7 p.m. 

Hunt Hall UCD, Room 241 
Dave Johnson 916-756-2752 


Fremont 

Fridays 7:00-on 

Newark Coffee Company 
39279 Cedar Blvd, Newark 
Hans Poschmann 
510-656-8505 


Fresno 

Mondays 6-11 p.m. 

Carls Jr. 

3820 N. Cedar Ave. 

D. Wajckus 559-252-4484 


Humboldt County 
Call for current information 
Bob Phillips 707-839-4674 


Livermore 

Fridays 7-12 p.m. 

South Cafeteria 

Lawrence Livermore Lab 
Charles Pigg 510-447-5067 


Merced 

Merced Chess Club 
Friday 6:30 p.m. 

Merced Mall Food Court 


Menlo Park 

Mondays, 6:30-9 

Onetta Harris Center 

100 Terminal Ave. 

Doug Shaker 650-854-9793 
doug@theshakers.org 


Modesto Chess Club 
Tuesday 7:00 p.m. 

Doctor’s Hospital Cafeteria 
1441 Florida Ave 

John Barnard 209-785-7895 


Monterey 

Open daily except Mon. 
430 Alvarado St. 
Yudacufski 408-646-8730 


Mt Shasta 
Wednesdays 7:00 p.m. 
George Washington Manor 
Mt. Shasta 

Dick Bolling 530-926-3608 


Paradise 

Tuseday 7-10 p.m. 
Paradise Senior Center 
Barry Nelson 916-873-3107 


Porterville 
Wednesday 7 p.m. 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Corner of Henderson 

& Indiana 

Hans Borm 559-784-3820 


Reno, NV 

Sun-Thurs 6:30 p.m. 

2850 Wrondel Way, Suite D 
Club: 702-827-3867 

Jerry Weikel 702-747-1405 


Richmond 
Fridays 6 p.m. 
Richmond Library 
26th & MacDonald 


Ross Valley 
(Marin County) 
For current info, write: 
P.O. Box 69 

Ross CA 94957 


Sacramento 
Wednesday 6-10 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Ctr 
915-27th St. 

Stewart Katz 916-444-3133 
CSU Sacramento 

Student Union Bldg. 


Salinas 

Any weekend afternoon 
Carl’s Jr. 

1061 N Davis Rd 

http: //members.xoom.com/ 
oxley/SalinasCC.htm 


San Anselmo 
Tuesday 7 p.m. 

Round Table Pizza, 

Red Hill Shpping Ctr 

Sir Francis Drake Blvd 
Jim Mickle 415-457-2719 


San Francisco 
Mechancis’ Institute 
Open daily 

57 Post St, 4th Floor 
John Donaldson 
415-421-2258 


San Jose 

Tue & Fri, Noon-4 p.m. 
Willows Senior Center 

2175 Lincoln Avenue 

Jerry Marshall 408-267-1574 


Santa Clara 

2d Sat. Each month 
2:15-6:15 p.m. 

Mary Gomez Park 

F. Sierra 408-241-1447 


Santa Rosa | 
Tuesdays 6-10:45p.m. 
Sonoma Coffe Company — 
521 4th Street 

Keith Halonen 707-578-619 


Santa Rosa 

lst & Last Saturdays of mon} 
Adult & Youth Chess Chi 
of Sonoma County 
Rincon Valley Library 
Conference Room 

6959 Montecito Blvd, 
Santa Rosa 
Mike Haun 707-537-0162 \ 


Stanford ) 
Monday 7:30- 10:30 p.m. 
Student Union, Rm 550-55tiig 
Andrian Keatinge-Clay | 
415-497-0598 


Sunnyvale 

LERA 

Tuesday, 8 p.m. 
Lockheed Rec Ctr, Bldg #16) 
Ken Stone 408-629-5530 — 


Tulare 

Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 

A&W Root Beer 

133 North ‘J’ Street 

Ward Forman 559-688-6386 
\ 

Vallejo | 

Fridays 7:00 p.m. | 

Senior Citizens Ctr 

333 Amador St | 

Frank Harris 707-644-3004 


Visalia ( 
Wednesday 7 p.m. | 

Carl’s Jr-Von’s Ctr | 
Hwy 198 & Chinowth ( 
Allan Fifield 559-734-2784 | 


Woodland Chess Group} 
Sundays, 3:30-9:00 p.m. | 
Senior Citizens Center | 
630 Lincoln Avenue 

Don Copeland530-666-0868 
{i 


Yuba-Sutter 

Mon & Wed 7-11 p.m. , 
Carls Jr 

Bridge St & Hwy 99, Yuba (ii) 
Tom Giertych 916-671- 1715 | 
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EDITOR'S report 
Welcome to our special ‘Tournament Issue’ featuring tournamen 
results from Arcata in the Far North to Visalia in the Far South andal| P/*/ 


points in-between. We are proud to have reports from the Big Four tour 
naments on the NorCal Chess Calendar: The mid-summer Univers $ 
Open, Labor Day State Championship, Thanksgiving LERA and MLK Sat: | 
ramento Championship. The organizers of these four tournaments (re | 
spectively Tom Dorsch, Richard Koepcke, Jim Hurt and Jim McCumiskej 
deserve a solid tip of the hat for their efforts on behalf of Northern Califor | 
nia chess players. 

Our regular readers will have noticed a decrease in the size of the 
magazine. As editor, I can not say I am happy with this change but as: 
Cal Chess board member I had to face financial facts as did the rest of the | 
board. With USCF revenue sharing to state affiliates cut due to it’s own | 
financial problems (See the Evans-Redman interview in this issue), ou ) 
board had no real choice but to cut the size of the magazine. For mort | 
details on the situation the board faced (or to offer assistance in returt: | 
ing the magazine to it’s full size), you are welcomed to call me at 559-734 
2784. | 

I am receiving an increasing number of electronic submissions thal 
I am unable to open and use ‘as is’. Please remember that I work in M 
Word Version 7.0 (IBM) and try to save your work in that format. It reall) 
is best if you “save as” ASCII text a duplicate copy of your submission. 4! 
ASCII text file can almost always be opened. Another issue is the sub | 
mission of photos as small JPG files (under 200K). Small JPG files mé) - 
look fine on your computer screen but they will not reproduce well in oll 
set printing. 

Please continue to send your submissions for the CCJ to: Californi@ | 
Chess Journal, PO Box 27, Visalia CA 93279-0027. The ‘Dean of Ameri 
can Chess’ George Koltanowski passed away in the Bay Area on Februall » 
5, 2000 and the next issue of the California Chess Journal will be ded 
cated to Koltyss memory. Our readers are encouraged to submit thet! 
best memories of George to be included in the next issue. 
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Labor Day Chess Festival 


September 4-6 


) 





130 players competed for $7200 in guaranteed prizes in this 6 Round Swiss in 6 sections. Vladimir 


P Mezentsev became our new State Champion by scoring 5.0 out of 6 in the Open Section. The playing site 
was the Golden Gateway Holiday Inn in downtown San Francisco. Organizer and chief TD was Cal Chess 
President Richard Koepcke. Assistant Tournament Directors were John McCumiskey and Riley Hughes. 

} 
| Overall lst Place Vladimir Mezentsev Score 5.0 
Overall 2nd Place GM Walter Browne Score 4.5 
Expert Ist Place Reyna Salvatierra Score 5.0 
2nd Place Anthony Rozenvasser score 4.5 
mnt) / A Ist Place Elliot Temple score 5.5 
| 2nd Place Max Rodel Score 4.5 
| o Ist Place Bryan Keagle Score 5.5 
2nd Place Maximo Fajardo Score 5.0 

| 

[ 
C Ist Place Teodoro Porlares SCOLE Fiso 
2nd Place Michael Kai Lum Score 5.0 
3rd Place Stephen Surtshin Score 4.0 

m D/E/U lst Place Willie Campers Score 6.0 
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Universe Open 


July 3rd - 5th, 1999 


Attracted by a generous $10,400 prize fund, 135 players spent the Fourth of July at the Golden Gateway 
Holiday Inn in San Francisco. The Universe Open was a six round Swiss tournament sponsored by CalChess 
Tournaments and organized by Tom Dorsch. The tournament directors were Carolyn Withgitt and Doug 


Shaker. 


Overall 1‘t-2"4 


PRIZE WINNERS 


Viladmir Mezentsev (2537) 


Mark Ginsburg (2485) 


Overall 3'-4th 


Walter Browne (2551) 


Guillermo Rey (2396) 


Expert Section lst 


A Section 1-3" 


Reynaldo Salvatierra (1970) 


Gennadiy Reznikov (1962) 


Jose Zulueta (1950) 
Christophe Bambou (1835) 


B Section 1%-2nd 


Ricky Grijalva (1776) 


Ed Seid (1655) 


C Section 1*-2nd 


Arthur Johnson (1549) 


Teodoro Porlares (1400) 


D Section lst 


E Section 1%-2nd 


Julia Kozhukh (1392) 


David Berosh (1165) 


Alan Samatra (1160) 


Score Prize 
5.0 $1,375 
5.0 Sj,o75D 
4.5 $250 
4.5 $400 (Best U2400) 
ri ® $1000 
5.0 S467 
5.0 S467 
5.0 S467 
5.0 S650 
5.0 S650 
0 S650 
5.0 S650 
5.5 S400 
5.0 $300 
5.0 $300 


Grandmaster Walter Browne 


annotates one of his efforts at the Universe Open 


Andy Lee (2129) 
GM Walter Browne (2586) 


1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.e3 
0-0 5.Nge2 d5 6.a3 Be7 7.cxd5 
exd5 

7...Nd5!? is more popular lately. 


8.g3 c6 9.Bg2 Na6 10.0-0 Re8 
11.b4!? 


Weakening the c4 square. 
11...Nc7 12.Qb3 a6! 
Stopping the b5 idea cold 


13.a4 BfS 14.Nf4 Bd6 15.Nce2 
g5 16.Nh3?! 


16.Nd3 Bxd3 17.Qxd3 Bxb4 18.Qf5 
Ne4! 19.f3 Nd6 20.Q¢4 f5 21.Qh5 


Ne6 favors black. Still this line had 
higher hopes than the text. 


16...g4! 


The standard ...h6 allows 17.{3 Qd7 
18.Nf2 with a tough game. 


17.Nhf4 Qe7! 18.Bd2 
The ugly 18 Ba3 was better 


18... Ne4 19.Bel Ng5! 





57) 
t 


Uy; 








20.f3 gxf3 21.Bxf3 Nxf3+ 22.Rxf3 
Bg4 23.Rfl1 Qxe3+ wins easily. 


20...Be4 21.Bxe4 


21.h4 Bxg2 22.Nxg2 (22.Kxg2 
Qe4+) 22...Nf3+ 23.Kh1 Qf6 24.Qc2 
Re4 25.Ra2 Ne6 -g7-f5 followed by 
a sac on g3 or h4 is lethal. Black 
simply has it all his own way on 
the kingside. 


21...Qxe4 22.Qb1 Qf3 23.h4 


Undoubtedly Andy hoped for 23.91 
noticing Nh3+ too late. 


23...Nh3+ 24.Kh2 Bxf4 25.Nxf4 
Nxf4 26.gxf4 Qh3+ 27.Kg1 g3 0- 
1 


If 28.fxg3 Qxg3+ 29.Kh1 Qxh4s 
30.Kg2 Rxe3 31.Bel Qg4+ 


i a cl css ceeebena 
4 Casipruta Chess eurnal * Agtarn T9o79 











Faces in the Crowd 
at the Universe Open 


way 
hess 
doug 







A Photo Essay 
by 
Allan Fifield 


Waiting! 


The CalChess 
Politburo! 








Rxf3 | 





x92 

.Qc2 | 
dby 
lack 
Vy on | 


Nxf4 
‘3 0- 


Tom Maser catches a few winks 





2 


h4+ 


A determined C. James Steve Brandywine, Assistant TD 
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Thirty Third Annual 1999 LERA Thanksgiving Championship 


Class 


Open 


Expert 


UNR 





November 26, 27 & 28 


100 players 
Directors: Jim Hurt & Ted Yudacufski 
Computer Program: “Paring Pro” by Robert Massey 


Place 

1-2 Vladimir Mezentsev 2557 Mountian View, Ca 
1-2 Vinay Bhat 2417 San Jose, Ca 

3-4 Craig Mar 2466 Oakland, Ca 

3-4 Robert Sferra 2200 San Jose, Ca 

lst Vivek Nambiar 2145 Milpitas, Ca 

2nd Alexandar Levitan 2111 San Jose, Ca 

1-3 Frisco Del Rosario 1975 Belmont, Ca 

1-3 Victor Batangan 1926 Milpitas, Ca 

1-3 Mike Maloney 1923 Foster City, Ca 
lst Curt Munson 1725 Oakland,.Ca 

2-3 Joey Garcia 1716 Walnut Creek, Ca 
2-3 Michael Pearson 1665 San Mateo, Ca 
lst Julie Kozhuk 1464 Palo Alto, Ca 

2nd Alan Howe 1504 San Jose, Ca 

3-4 Mark Kastorov 1576 San Francisco, Ca 
3-4 Duane Anderson 1509 San Jose, Ca 

lst Elaine Veksler 1220 Mountian View, Ca 
Ist Gary Huang 1187 Cupertino, Ca 

1-2 Raymond Canivel 814 San Jose, Ca 

1-2 Jennifer Fiore 761 Daly City, Ca 

Ist J.L. De Jong UNR Cupertino, Ca 





Photo by Allan Fifield. 
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S240 
$240 
S60 
S60 


S240 
S144 


S140 
S140 
S140 


$180 
S90 
S90 
$120 
S72 
S24 
$24 
S60 
S60 


$30 
S30 


S60 


4.5-1.5 
4.5-1.5 
4.9-1.5 


O-1 
4.5-1.5 
4.5-1.5 
o-1 
4.5-1.5 
3.9-2.5 
3.9-2.9 
4.5-1.9 
O-1 


3-3 
3-3 


4-2 


Joan Huang (L), Ted Yudacufski 
(C ) and Diana Dubel ( R ) are all 
smiles at the July LERA. 


4.5-1.5 








Brill 
199! 


1, e4 
Bg7 
h3 B 
fxe5 

14. E 


16. | 
Ne6 
dxc4 
Rb7 
Rd] 
Kf8 9 








Ip 


-1,5 


-15 
15 
“15 


-1.5 
-1.5 


-1.5 
-2.9 
-2.9 


- 1.5 


i 


ki 
ll 








Brilliancy Prize Games from the 
1999 LERA Thanksgiving Class 
Sunnyvale 11/26-28/1999 


Bhat, V (2417) 
Sze, J (2033) 
Round 2 [B24] 


l.e4 c5 2. Nc3 Nc6 3. g3 g6 4.Bg2 
Bg7 5. d3 Rb8 6. f4 d6 7. Nf3 Bg4 8. 
h3 Bd7 9. O-O bd 10. e5 dxed 11. 
fxe5 Nxe5 12. Bf4 Nc6 13. Ne4 ed 
14. Be3 Bf5 15. Nfg5 f6 








16. RxfS5 fxg5 17. Rf2 Nd4 18. c3 
Ne6 19. Nxg5 Rb6 20. Qb3 c4 21. 
dxe4 Nxg5 22. cd Nxh3+ 23. Bxh3 
Rb7 24. Qe6+ Re7 25. Qc6+ Rd7 26. 
Rd1 Nf6 27. Rxf6 Qxf6 28. Qxd7+ 
Kf8 29. Q@c8+1-0 


Rajan, V (1850) 
Marshall, M (2014) 
Round 3 [B20] 


l.e4c5 2. b4 cxb4 3. d4 d5 4. e5 
Bf 5. g4 Be4 6. f3 Bg6 7. h4 Qc7 8. 


Frisco Del Rosario on 
his way to a tie for 


First A at LERA. 
Photo by Allan Fifield. 


Rh2 h5 9. Bd3 Bxd3 10. Qxd3 e6 
11. g5 Ne7 12. Ne2 g6 13. Nd2 Nd7 
14. a3 Nc6 15. Nf4 


Sp Wj 
Ley It 








15..Nexe5 16. Qe3 Nc4 17. Nxc4 
dxc4 18. Re2 O-O-O 19. axb4 Bxb4+ 
20. «3S Bas 2ilk ReaZBps ZZ. Qe2 
Kb8 23. Ng2 e5 24. Be3 Rhe8 25. 
d5 a6 26. Rb2 Ka8 27. Rb4 Rc8 28. 
Raa4 e4 29. f4 Bxe3 30. Qxe3 Qc5d 
31. Rxc4 Qxe3+ 32. Nxe3 Ned 33. 
Ra3 Nd3+ 34. Kd2 Rxc4 35. Nxc4 
Nxf4 36. Ne3 Nd3 37. c4 

Ka7 38. Kce3 b6 39. Kd4 Kb7 40. Ndl 
Nel 41. Rh3 Nc2+ 42. Kc3 e3 43. 
Kxc2 e2 44. Rhl el=Q 45. Rxel 
Rxel 46. Nc3 Rh1 47. Kd3 Rxh4 48. 
Ne4 Kce7 49. d6+Kd7 50. cd Rxe4 
51. Kxe4 bxc5 52. Ke5 h4 53. Kf6 
h3 54. Kxf7 h2 O-1 


Del Rosario, F (1925) 
Munson, C (1725) 
Round 3 [BO2] 


1. e4 Nf6 2. Bc4 e5 3. Nf3 Nxed 4. 
Nc3 Nf6 5. Nxed d5 6. Bb3 Bd6 7. 


d4 c6 8. O-O Qc7 9. Bg5 Nbd7 10. 
f4 O-O 11. Qd2 Ne8 12. Rael f6 13. 
Nxd5 







B77 S77) 
ATS 


LY 








Vi, WA 
Muh, 


pop parte G Y Yi —— Yeo 
VT 








13...cxd5 14. Bxd5+ Kh8 15. Nf7+ 
Rxf7 16. Bxf7 fxg5 17. Rxe8+ Nf8 
18. fxg5 b6 19. Bdd5 1-0 


Fajardo, M (1744) 
Adkins, R (1485) 
Round 1 [A45] 


1. d4 Nf6 2. e3 e6. 3. Bd3 cd 4. c3 
b6 5. f4 Bb7 6. Nf3 d6 7. O-O Nbd7 
8. a4 a6 9. Nbd2 Qc7 10. Qe2 Be7 
11. Be2 exd4 12. exd4 d5 13. Ned 
Nxe5d 14. fxe5 Nd7 15. Qg4 O-O 16. 
Qh3 h6 17. Nf3 f5 18. exf6 Rxf6 


7/ 


Se 7 Yyy Y Yj Y Te Yh 





19. Bg5 hxg5 20. Qh7+ Kf7 21. 
Nxg5+ Ke8 22. Bg6+ Kd8 23. Rxf6 
Nxf6 24. Nxe6+ Kd7 25. Nxc7 Nxh7 
26. Nxa8 Nf8 27. Bf5+ Kc6 28. Rel 
Bd6 29. Re8 g6 30. Bg4 Nh7 31. 
Bf3 Kd7 32. Rh8 Nf8 33. Nxb6+ Ke6 
34. Rh6 Bc7 35. ad Bf4 36. Rh4 Bel 
37. b3 Bd?’ 38.-e4 Bxad 39. Nxdd 
95 40. Rh6+ Kf7 41. Rf{6+ Kg7 42. 
Rd6 Bd2 438. Kf2 Bel 44. c5 Bb2 45. 
Ke3 Ba3 46. Rb6 Bc8 47. c6 Ne6 
48. Rb8 Bb2 49. Rxc8 Nxd4 50. c7 
Nxb3 51. Rg8+ Kxg8 52. c8=Q+ 1-0 


@ 











Read All About it 
Visit our sites on the 
World Wide Web 
http://calchess.webjump.com 
& 
http.//.webjump.com/ 
scholastics. html 
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2000 


SACRAMENTO 


CHESS 


CHAMPIONSHIP 


by 
John McCumiskey NTD 


Y2K has come and gone, but 
chess continues in the California 
capital with the 2000 Sacramento 
Chess Championship. The Best 
Western Expo Inn hosted the 
sixty-five participants in the two 
and three day event over the Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr. holiday week- 
end. Several players from the Bay 
Area took advantage of byes in 
rounds 5 and 6 to play in a “one- 
day” event. The event paid a gen- 
erous $1450 in prizes. 

A three-peat was not in the 
cards for two time champion Jim 
MacFarland (winner of 1998 and 
1999 editions of the tournament). 
This year IM Walter Shipman of 
San Francisco scored 5-1 to take 
home the trophy and $200 first 
prize. The Master/Expert section 
was unusually large for a Sacra- 
mento event with 19 players. San 
Jose’s Vinay Bhat and Citrus 
Heights’ Kenan Zildzic finished 
second at 4.5-1.5. 

Victor Batanaga of Milpitas 
Beld off the:late charge of 
Antioch’s Michael Marque to win 
the Reserve section prize of $150 
and trophy. 

After winning the Under 1600 
of the Sacramento Chess Club 
Weekend Swiss #4 in December, 
Chico’s David duVair returned to 
the Capital City to tie for first with 
Michael Smith of Sacramento and 
Ricky Yu of Freemont in the Ama- 
teur Section. Each player re- 
ceived $120 for their 4.5-1.5 score, 
but duVair won the trophy on tie 
breaks. 


a cr arc cence snceop neni oning 


Alexander 
Setzepfandt 
offered a little 


gift in round 5. 
Photo by Allan Fifield 


Many thanks go to the Roy 
McCollough, Brendan Birt, David 
Blohm, and Jenny Lyon for their 
assistance during the tourna- 
ment. 


GAMES 

Walter Shipman wins a very 
nice endgame in round 4. 

Walter Shipman (2300) 

Emmanuel Perez (2372) 

Master/Expert Section 

D3O 

1.d4 Nf6 2.83 e6 3.Bg2 d5 4.c4 
c6 5.Qc2 Nbd7 6.Nf3 Bd6 7.0-0 0-0 
8.Rd1l Qe7 9.Nbd2 b6 10.e4 de4 
11.Ne4 Ne4 12.Qe4 Bb7 13.Bg5 Nf6 
14.Qh4 h6 15.Bf6 Qf6 16.Qf6 gf6 
17.Racl Rad8& 18.c5 Bc7 19.Nel 
Rd7 20.cb6 Bb6 21.Bc6 Bc6 22.Rc6 
Bd4 23.Kfl Rfd8 24.b3 f5 25.Nc2 
Bb6 26.Rd7 Rd7 27.Ke2 Kg7 28.Na3 
h5 29.Nc4 Bc7 30.b4 h4 31l.a4 h3 
32.f4 Bd8 33.b5 Rd5d 34.Rd6 Kf6 
35.Rd5 ed5 36.Ne5 Ke6 37.Nc6 Bb6 
38.a5 Bgl 39.b6 ab6 40.a6 1-0 


oy :s 
se, 











In round 5, rising scholastic 
player Alexander Setzepfandt of- 
fers “a pawn with a price” and ex- 
acts the full cost from his oppo- 
nent. 


Bruce Stone (1461) 
Alexander Setzepfandt (1573) 
Reserve Section 
A08 
1.Nf3 Nf6 2.g3 e6 3.Bg2 d5 4.0- 
O Bd6 5.d3 0-0 6.Nbd2 Nbd7 7.¢4 
ed 8.ed5 Nd5d 9.Ne5 Ned 10.Bd5 
Bg4 11.f3 Bh3 12.Rel1 Bc5+ 13.Khl 
Qd5 14.Ne4 Bb6 15.Be3 Bad 16.R¢1 
f5 17.Ng5 Bg4 18.Rf1 h6 19.h3 Bhi 
20.d4 Nc4 21.Bf4 hg5 22.Bg5 Nb2 
23.Qe2 Rae8& 24.Qf2 Bc3 25.Rabl 
Bd4 O-1 
A closed position with a 
struggle on both sides of the board 
from this fifth round game in the 
Amateur Section. 
Ashley Webb (Unr) 
David duVair (1427) 
Amateur Reserve Section 
DO3 
1.Nf3 d5 2.d4 Nf6 3.Bg5 h6 
4.Bh4 e6 5.e3 c5 6.c3 Nc6 7.Bd3 
c4 8.Be2 Bd7 9.Nbd2 Be7 10.Qc2 
b5 11.a3 0-0 12.Bf6 Bf6 13.e4 Be? 
14.e5 Qb6 15.h4 Rfb8 16.4 g6 
17.0-0 a5 18.h5 g5 19.Rfb1 b4 
20.Nel Qc7 21.a4 b3 22.Qcl1 Qdé8 
23.Ng2 Na7 24.f4 Nc8 25.Qfl Nb6 
26.fg5 Bg5 27.Nf4 Qe8 28.Qf2 Bat 
29.Rf1 Bd7 30.Bdl1 a4 31.Qe3 Qe? 
32.Nf3 a3 33.ba3 Ra3 34.Be2 Rba8 
35.Rabl Ra2 36.Ng5 Qg5 37.Q!8 
Qg7 38.Bdl1 R8a3 39.Qh3 Ral 
40.Ral Ral 41.Qh4 Qg5 42.Qf2 Ra2 
43.Qf3 Qg7 44.Qh3 Na4 45.Qe3 Qg9 
46.Qf3 Qe7 47.Qe3 Kg7 48.Ne2 Qg9 
A49.Qf3 Be8 50.Nf4 Qe7 51.Nh3 Ral 
52.Kg2 b2 53.Bc2 Rfl 54.Kfl as 
55.Qf6+ Kg8 56.Bh7+ Kh7 0-1 


@ 
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SACRAMENTO 
‘CHESS CLUB 
WEEKEND SWISS 


by 
John McCumiskey, NTD 


Sacramento’s The Learning 
Exchange was the site of the Sac- 
ramento Chess Club Weekend 


David Pruess of Berkeley 
mopped up in the 2000+ Sec- 
tion, winning by a full point. 
Photo by Eric Schiller 


Nc6 9.c3 f6 10.Bce4 Kh8 11.0-0 f5 
12.Neg5 h6 13.Qel hg5 14.Ng5 
Bh6 15.Qh4 Kg7 16.g4 Bg5 17.Qg5 





7.0-O Qe7 8.c3 Nc6 9.Qc2 Bd7 
10.Nc4 h6 11.Bf4 Bb6 12.Nb6 cb6 
13.Rad1 e5 14.Bg3 Bg4 15.h3 Bhs 








a | Swiss #4 on Dec 18-19, 1999. f4 18.Bd3 Qe8 19.h4 e6 20.Bf4 Nf4 16.Rd2 Bg6 17.Bd3 Rfd8& 18.Rfd1 

, Record warm weather in Sacra- 21.Rf4 Rf4 22.Qf4 Qe7 23.Qe4 Qes Bh5 19.Be2 Bg6 20.Rd8+ Rd8& 
5 4.0. | mento (70 degrees on Sunday) 24.Rf1 Bd7 25.Rf6 Ne7 26.h5 Bc6é 21.Rd8+ Qd8 22.Ne5 Be4 23.Nc6 
Pee | made it pleasant for the 40 par- 27.Qf4 Qg8 28.Bg6 Be8 29.Be8 Qe8 Bc6 24.Bh4 g5 25.Bg3 Qd5 26.f3 
)Bd5 | ticipants and spectators to use the 30.Qg5+ 1-0 Qa2 27.Bd3 Q@e6 28.Bf5 QeS+ 
3 Khl outdoor picnic tables for analysis. In the fourth round, Haun and 29.Bf2 Qe7 30.Kfl Nd5d 31.Bd4 
3.Rel $945 in prizes was awarded in the Maloney duke it out for the title Ne3+ 32.Be3 Qe3 33.Bd3 Kg7 
;Bh3 | four round Swiss. The tourna- in the 1600-1999 Section. 34.Qe2 Qe2+ 35.Ke2 Kf6 36.Ke3 
Nbg | ment was sponsored by the Sac- Michael Haun (1740) Ke5 37.b4 ad 38.b5 Bd7 39.c4 [5 
Rab] ramento Chess Club and directed Mike Maloney (1900) 40.g4 f4+ 41.Kd2 Kd4 42.Be2 Be6 

by myself. 1600-1999 Section 43.Bd3 Bc4 O-1 
rh | The 1600-1999 Section was a E81 This game has a humorous 
yard » lose contest all the way. Michael 1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 note, as will be seen. 
y the | Haun was the front runner going 6 5.f3 0-0 6.Be3 Nbd7 7.Bd3 e5 David Blohm (2223) 
into the fourth round, but Michael 8.d5 Nh5 9.Nge2 Ned 10.b4 Nd3+ Gary Knackstedt (Unr) 

Maloney, who lost in round 1, was 11.Qd3 a5 12.b5 f5 13.a4 Qf6 14.0- 2000+ Section 

| able to defeat him and create a 4- O f4 15.Bf2 b6 16.Rfcl Bh6 17.Kfl B33 
mm way tie for first. Maloney’s better g5 18.Kel g4 19.Kd2 Qg5 20.Rg1 Fifteen minutes prior to the 

 tie-breaks gave him the trophy. Kh8 21.Rafl Bd7 22.Kce2 g3 23.hg3 start of this round 2 game, both 
5 hé | Chico’s David duVair and fg3 24.Bel Rf7 25.Rh1 Nf4 26.Nf4 players came to me and asked if 
7 Bd ) Sacramento’s Marvin Gilbert ef4 27.Ne2 Bg7 28.Bc3 Re& they could start early. I told them 
), Qc? t were undefeated going into the 29.Bg7+ Kg7 30.Nd4 h5 31.Ne6+ it was their choice to do so, but I 
1 Be7 | /astround of the Under 1600 Sec- Be6 32.de6 Reo 33.Rd1 Re5 34.Qc3 would not be able to control the 
4 66 | tion. duVair won the game to take Kg6 35.Rd5 Rfe7 36.Qd3 h4 37.Qd1 noise, especially since I had an- 
1 bd home the top prize. Rh7 38.Rh3 Qe7 39.Re5 ded nouncements to make. The play- 
Qds The Sacramento Chess Club 40.Qd5 Qf7 41.Kc3 Qf8 42.c5 Qe7 ers went off merrily... 
NDO Wishes to thank The Learning Ex- 43.Kce4 Qc5+ 44.Qc5 bed 45.Ke5d 1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cd4 
) Bat | change for the use of their facil- Kg5 46.Kc6 Re7 47.Rh1 Rh7 48.b6 4.Nd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 e5 6.Ndb5 d6 7.Bg5 
3 Qe7 ; ity and for all who came to the cb6 49.Kb6 Rd7 50.Ka5 Rd2 51.Rg1 a6 8.Na3 Bg4 9.Bf6 Bd1 10.Bd8 Rd8& 
Rbad event, Rg2 52.Re2 h3 53.Rb2 0-1 The 11.Rd} 1-0 
7.913 | remaining few moves were played .. when David Blohm came 
Ral | GAMES in time trouble. over and handed me his score 
2 Rad | The first round game from the David duVair takes out _ sheet for the game...while | was 
3Q05 | 2000+ Section winner, David Marvin Gilbert in the last round making the round 2 announce- 
2Qe5 | Pruess. of the Under 1600 Section. ments! They had completed their 
3 Ral David Pruess (2314) Marvin Gilbert (1548) game BEFORE the round started!! 
Qed | Michael Aigner (2084) David duVair (1427) Such happenings make being a 
1 2000+ Section Under 1600 Section tournament director amusing! 
| BO9 CoO 
@ | Le4 d6 2.d4 g6 3.f4 Bg7 4.Nf3 Nf6 1.e4 e6 2.d3 d5 3.Nd2 Nf6 

: 5Nc3 0-0 6.e5 de5 7.fes Nd5 8.Ne4 4.Ngf3 de4 5.de4 Bc5 6.Be2 0-0 @ 
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2000 SACRAMENTO CHESS CHAMPIONSHIp | 


PRIZE WINNERS 


Master/Expert Section: 
Ist Place IM Walter Shipman 


Master/Expert Section: 
2nd Place Vinay Bhat & Kenan Zildzic 


Master/Expert Section U2200: 
Ist Michael Aigner 
2nd Place Ziad Baroudi, & Anthony Rozenvassar 


Reserve Section: 
Ist Place Victor Batangan 
Reserve Section: 
2nd Place Michael Marque 
Reserve Section U1800: 

Ist Benjamin Haun 
2nd Place Damarcus Thomas 


Amateur Section: 

ste David du Vair 
2nd Place Michael Smith 
Ist Under 1400 Ricky Yu 


Amateur Section U1400: 
2nd Place William Parker & Alex Rupido 


Amateur Section, Junior: 
Ist Place 


—= Joe Ileto Memorial ~~ 


Held from November 19 through December 17, this four round Swiss attracted 26 players slugging it out ge 
for $500 in prizes. Sponsored by the Berkeley Chess Club, this tournament was organized by Bill Conrad. 7 
Tournament Director Alan Glasscoe was assisted by David Goldfarb. A glass chess set was awarded to 
Daichi Siegrist for his upset of Kayven Riese in the second round. For additional information visit the 


Berkeley Chess Club website: http://berkeleychess.webjump.com 


PRIZE WINNERS 


Place Score 
Overall: lst Place Ian Zimmerman 4 
Overall: 2nd Place IM John Donaldson a ee 
Under 1800: 

lst Place Rick Veres 3 

Ist Place Brendan MacIntyre 3 


Kevin Batangan, Christian duVair, & Sergey Frenklakh 


Score 5-] 


Score 4.5-1.5 


Score 3.5-2.5 


Score 5-] 


Score 4.5-1.5 


Score 4-2 


Score 4.5-1.5 


Score 4-2 


Score 3-3 





Prize $200 & trophy 
Prize $ 67.50 ea | 


Prize $ 61.67 ea | 


Prize $150 


Prize $110 





Prize $ 92.50 ea 





Prize $120 & trophy 
Prize $120 On 
Prize $120 | 


Prize $ 42.50 ea 


Prize $ 13.34 ea 


Orge 

Mal 

| + Ohl 

| Mai 

‘a Hi 

| 

F; 
Prize : 

$250 . us 

S150 shit 
| 

$50 | wees 
$50 
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| BAY AREA OHLONE TOURNEY 































































MAE AND COLLEGIATE CHAMPIONSHIP 
‘4 7 j vos . 
LIN Oe SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 
ophy | peg MARCH 18TH AND 19TH, 2OO0O 
My 7 a Car er Al A FOUR ROUND SWISS SYSTEM 
—— , a TOURNAMENT IN THREE SECTIONS 
| p Z E FE ° 1 650 Y Based on 100 full price entries. if 
a | RI U NI L) ‘ i. fewer, then prizes proportional. 
| 
RESERVE BOOSTER Trophy to 
| Ist $200 Ist $100 Open to all Top College 
Player in 
| Open toall [2nd $90 Open to all Jong $60 USCF members | each section 
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17TH LIVERMORE OPEN 


November 2-3, 1999 
# of players: 71 
Prize Fund: $1400 


OPEN 
lst Emmanuel Perez (2381) 
2nd Jonathan Baker (2294) 
3rd James MacFarland (2298) 
4th Robert Kichinski (2235) 
5th David Herscovici (2132) 
6th Larry Snyder (2114) 
lst U2100 Patrick Herbers (2023) 
2nd U2100 Clarence Lehman (2000) 
RESERVE 
lst Rob Nicholson (1830) 
2nd Teri Lagier (1816) 
3rd Francisco Carrillo (1751) 
4th Michael Marque (1723) 
Ist U1700 Joshua Daynard (1553) 
2nd U1700 Dietmar Mayer (1620) 
BOOSTER 

lst John Duby (1435) 
2nd Jocelyn Lee (1362) 
3rd Dustin Phillips (1225) 
4th Eric Huang (1208) 
5th Paul Horvath (unr) 

Rob Kichinski (2235) 18. Qf3 Rad8 19. Bf2 Qe7 20. Rfd1l 

Dave Herscovici (2132) Rd7 21. Racl Nd8& 22. Qb3 Ne6 23. 

Round 2 Be3 Ra8 24. Qc2 g6 25. Qb3 Kg7?! 


Annotated by David Herscovici 


1. e4 ed 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 Bcd 4. 
O-O d6 5. c3 Bd7 6. d4 Bb6 7. Na3 
Nge7 8. Nc4 O-O 9. a4 exd4 10. 
cxd4 

White does not win a piece 
here; e.g. 10. a5 Nxa5 11. Rxa5d c6, 
or 10. Bxc6 Bxc6G Tt. ad Bed 12..D4 
d5 

10. ... Bg4 11. Nxb6 axb6 12. 
Be3 d5 13. e5 Nf5 14. Be2 Nh4 15. 
Nxh4 Bxe2 16. Qxe2 Qxh4 17. f4 f5 


Safer is 25. ... Kh8, avoiding 
trouble when the g-file opens af- 
ter white plays g4. 

26. Rd2 Rdd8 27. Qdl1 Qb4 28. 
b3 b5 29. axb5 Qxb5 30. Rdc2 c6 
31. Rce3?! Ra2 32. g4 Rda8 33. gxf5 
oxf5 34. Bd2 Nxd4 35. Rg3+ Kh8 
2o, £Or 

36. Bc3 is forced. Now 36. ... 
Ne2+ loses to 37. Qxe2, and 
white’s game looks better if black 
tries 36, «hee of. Ses, DUE I 
played 


se S230 

3.0 S150 

2.5 S20 each 
Sag $145 

25 S80 

4.0 S175 

3.0 $53.33 each 
3.0 $125 

De $75 

3.5 S70 each 
3.0 $13.33 each 


— Report by Don Wolitzer 


BO: sce Klee 

winning the bishop in all 
lines; e.g. 37. Rg2 Rxd2! 38. Qxd2 
Nf3+ 39. Kh1 Qxd2, or 37. Be3 Nfs+ 
38. Rxf3 Qg2#. Note that had white 
played 36. Bc3, then if 36. ... Qe2 
37. Qxd4 covers f2, and forces black 
to take the draw, repeating Qxh2t 
and Qe2+, and 36. Bc3 Ne6? 37. 
Qh5 Qe2 38. Qh6 Rf8 (to defend 
Qf6#) 39. Qxf8+! My opponent 
didn’t see my mate threats, and 
so the game ended 

37. Bc3 Qxh2+ 38. Kfl f2i 
{Black mates} O-1 @ 
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Report byJamesBauman &JerryJackson 


Atense moment 
at the 

1999 Humboldt 
County Junior 
Championship 


The Arcata Chess Club hosted 
several events this fall. On No- 
vember 13th the 1999 Humboldt 
County Junior Championship was 
held at the Boys and Girls Club 
Teen Center in Eureka. Twenty- 
five participants representing 
Redway, Eureka, Arcata, Fortuna, 
Willow Creek and Bridgeville 
made this the most successful 
tournaments we’ve had so far. 
Some players traveled up to two 
hours to reach the tournament. 

Eleven year old Forest Carter 
rom Arcata upset the Arcata 
chess club Junior Champion 15 
year old Terry Wolf in the final 
round to become the 1999 
Humboldt County Junior Cham- 
pion. Forest went undefeated in 
the five round open Swiss. Terry 
lied for second at 4 points with 
Michael Kubik from Redway and 
Sam Zublin from Arcata. Michael 
defeated Sam in a playoff to take 
home the 14 and under Ist place 
trophy. One half point behind at 
34 was Jacob Lewis of Eureka and 
Redway’s Conner Ashenbrucker. 
Following at 3 points was Fortuna’s 


Evan Markegard and Shane 
Demello, Redway’s Cody Vella and 
Willow Creek’s Teiwaz Smith. 

Top Female honors went to 14 
year old Sheila Andrews of Eureka 
at 2 % points. The top Ten and 
Under finishers were Sam 
Schachter of Eureka at 2 &% 
points, Melody Hoffman of Redway 
and 7 year olds Bogart Levesque 
of Arcata and Paul Mullan of 
Bridgeville with 2 points. 

The week before 9 players par- 
ticipated in the 1999 Humboldt 
County Championship held at the 
Arcata Chess Club. Bob Synder 
took home the lst place trophy 
while Eric Lent took lst in the u/ 
1400. 

Two ‘Quick Chess’ tourna- 
ments were held at the Sacred 
Grounds Coffee House in Arcata 
on October 5th and November 2nd. 
in the Octeber tournament, 
James Bean from Santa Rosa and 
Arlen Vanek from Trinidad took 
lst from their respective quads 
with Tommy Groombridge and 
Jerry Jackson taking seconds. 
The November tournament saw 





James Bauman and Eric Lent tak- 
ing first. 

In October, we held our first 
action tournament at the Arcata 
Chess Club. Bob Synder took Ist 
with Terry Wolf coming in 2nd. 
The August Blitz lst place went 
to Silver Good with Arlen Vanek 
winning both the September and 
October blitz. 

The results of our local club 
Swiss Tournaments were as fol- 
lows. Life time expert Tommy 
Groombridge finished % point 
ahead of Bob Synder to win the 
Sept./Oct. Open. Tommy has 
since relocated . He was one of 
only two experts in the county and 
our only lifetime expert. He has 
a long history of chess activities 
as both a player and a director. 
His chess library is composed of 
over 400 books. He will be missed. 

During the month of Novem- 
ber James Bauman defeated Bob 
Synder in a match 3-0 to win the 
club championship for the second 
year in a row. Jerry Jackson and 
Karl Bohlmann tied for first in the 
Nov/Dec open. @ 
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Bhat on top at G/45 


Senior Master Vinay Bhat of 
San Jose added to his list of suc- 
cesses on Saturday January 22 by 
winning the Mechanics’ Institute 
Game in 45 Minute tournament. 
The 16-year-old high school stu- 
dent defeated top-seeded SM 
Vladimir Mezentsev in round four 
and drew with second seed Inter- 
national Master John Donaldson 
in round five to score 4 1/2 - 1/2 
and win $200. Mezentsev, 
Donaldson and expert Vivek 
Nambiar shared second place at 
4-1, good for $90 a piece. 

Almost half the participants 
(16/34) won money in the event: 


Top A Jade Arrieta 


by 
John Donaldson IM 


NM Bereslav Santic is 


quick and deadly at blitz. 
Photo by Eric Schiller 


(Belgium). Thanks to the encour- 
agement of Mechanics’ Institute 
Scholastic Chess Director An- 
thony Corrales there were eight 
juniors competing. 


WBCA Blitz 


NM Bereslav Santic of Oak- 
land scored an outstanding 10 1/ 
2 - 1/2 to win the January 19 edi- 
tion of the Mechanics’ Institute 
WBCA Wednesday Night Blitz. 
Santic drew only with second place 
finisher NM Jonathan Baker (9- 
2) to take home the $50 first prize. 
UC Berkeley student Andrei 
Ionescu was a strong third at 8 1/ 
2 - 2 1/2 followed by fellow expert 


Top B Jeff Andersen and Benjamin Haun 


Top C Drake Wang 


Top D and Unrated Daichi Siegrist, Oren Gazit, Joseph Aiken, 
Surojit Chatterjee, John Westphal, John Chan, Adrian Parkinson 


and Jason Toohey 


The G/45 featured 10 masters 
including foreign visitors Mauro 
Casadei (Italy), Gilles Riazuello 
(France) and William Hajenius 





Jesus Cendejas at 7-4. NM 
Patrick McCollum and Juan 
Cendejas, at 6-5, were equal fifth 
in the 12-player round robin. 


Messages 
von nel M@CHANICS 








Mechanics Institute Chess Room Director 


McCollum, making his WBCA de- 
but, came closest to defeating 
Santic. In their last round game 
he established an unstoppable 
mating attack, but ran out of time. 
This was one of the stronger 
WBCA events at the Mechanics’, 
with three masters and four ex- 
perts competing. 


Yermo Talks 


The Mechanics’ GrandMaster- 
in-Residence Alex Yermolinsky is 
continuing his popular Tuesday 
and Wednesday night lectures. 
Yermo’s talks are proving to be 
quite a hit. Recently twenty five 
players listened intently to his 
discourse on endgame fundamen- 
tals. 


Pruess-Evans 


NMs David Pruess of Berkeley 
and Bela Evans of San Francisco 
battled to a tie in their hard fought 
two game match. Interestingly 
Black won both games. 


Continued on page 26 
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Bartlett Middle School is very 
proud of its chess club this year. 
After participating in 13 tourna- 
ments last year including the 
Northern California Scholastic 
Championships (‘NorCals’) and 
the National Junior High in 
Columbus,6th and 22nd in U1000, 
the Bartlett Middle School Chess 
team has already participated in 
7 tournaments this year. The 
team has received 5 team first 
places. The team is particularly 
proud of a second place finish (by 
only one point ) at the All Ameri- 
can Cup National Quick Chess 
Scholastic in Scottsdale, Arizona 
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Bartlett top 
gun Stephen 
Ho is always 
dangerous 


On the Prowl 


by 
Hans Borm 
Photos by Joe Nichols 


Bartlett Middle School 


behind national powerhouse, 
Taos, New Mexico. On an indi- 
vidual basis, Stephen Ho has had 
four first places, two second places 
and a tie for seventh place in the 
All American Cup. Michael Edes 
has received two second places 
and numerous other high finishes 
for a 750 rated player. Ahana 
Sandhu ,recently rated 530, has 
climbed to over 800 with some 
great wins over higher rated play- 
ers. Ronnie Jeffries, Tyler Yazzie, 
Randall Steen, Kyle Koop, Jacob 
Catalina, Juan Andrade, Joseph 
Zimmerman, and Alex Saldana 
have also been a big part of our 
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Hans Borm 
deep in 
thought 


Visalia Fall Picnic 








success this year and have 
steadily improved their ratings 
and their game. We are all look- 
ing forward to the NorCals in 
Santa Clara (April ), the Nation- 
als in Tucson and the California 
State Grade Level Championship 
in Santa Clarita. We hope to see 
many more participants at these 
events and others because after 
22 years of competing we truly 
know the fun, camaraderie, com- 
petition and wealth of memories 
that come from being a part of 
scholastic chess ,especially in 
Northern California. 


Under 1200 prize winners at 
the Visalia Fall Picnic: LtoR 
Daniel Gomez, Bonnie Yost, 
Randy Steen, Michael Edes, 
Ahana Sandhu, and Sumit 
Roshan. 34 players enjoyed 
a perfect Saturday (Oct 02) in 


Blaine Park. 
Photo by Allan Fifield 
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The Financial Crisis 


Evans: You were USCF presi- 
dent from 1981 to 1984. My first 
question, Tim, is you said you 
were elected for two years and the 
reason you ran was because you 
hope you can do some good but 
there are many problems facing 
the organization. Could you de- 
scribe what you consider to be the 
major problems? 

Redman: The major problem 
is, I think, the current financial 
crisis. We had a very bad year last 
year. We had an operational loss 
of $325,000 and an augmentation 
in debt of over $400,000. So we 
carry a fairly heavy debt load and 
that restricts our room to maneu- 
ver. 

The second big problem to 
solve is that computerization of 
the office has gone very, very badly 
and Y2K is fast approaching. We 
don’t have an up-to-date computer 
system yet. A bad vendor choice 
delayed us by six months. The 
new board has made it clear to 
Mike Cavallo that getting a new 
computer system up and running 





Evans: What is the total debt 
at this point? 

Redman: Well, I look at the 
change in debt in the last year — 
an increase of about $460,000. 
Claims have been made that the 
debt is much more but I think 
those figures are incorrect be- 
cause they count accounts pay- 
able but don’t subtract accounts 
receivable. That’s not normally 
done. At the very least, it seems 
to me you should subtract ac- 
counts payable. [Laughs] So the 
debt load is heavy, there’s no 


The Crisis 


in the 


Reno, Nevada: August 20, 1999 


question that it’s clearly over 
$400,000 — a loan outstanding to 
a bank and then maybe another 
$60,000 on a note due to a com- 
puter vendor. 

Evans: How does the board pro- 
pose to attack the problem? 

Redman: It’s a tough one. 
When I first was elected in 1978 
we had a crisis of, I think, compa- 
rable magnitude. The federation 
was operating at a loss and had 
not recognized its liability for life 
members, five out of six of the se- 
nior staff resigned. So thislooks 
very much like °78 all over again. 
But in ’78 we still had a dominant 
position in the market for serious 
chess and through good manage- 
ment were able to reverse the fi- 
nancial situationbecause our 
market share was intact. The 
problem right now is that our mar- 
ket share is eroding. We are no 
longer the one place where you 
can play serious chess. Obviously 
competition from various internet 
providers has meant that casual 
chess is now played over the 
internet. This has meant a de- 
cline in clubs and a decline in 
rated tournaments. It’s a very 
grave situation. 

Evans: What can be done 
about it? 

Redman: Well, the first thing 
that was done was the finance 
people and Jim Pechac, who’s the 
new vice president for finance, 
Mike Carr, myself, Cavallo, 
Camaratta, Doyle, met and essen- 
tially appointed a committee to 
hammer out a real austerity bud- 
get. We had come up with a con- 
servative budget last May. The 
first thing you have to do is stop 
the red ink. That is absolutely 








GM Larry Evans Interviews Newly Elected Board Member Tim Redman 


mandatory. The only way to do it 
at this point, given the erosion in 
tournament participation and the 
Stagnation in adult membership, 
is to cut costs even more. Cavallo 
started that last year and did a 
pretty good job once he became 
aware in February of how serious 
things were. We'll have some of 
the benefit of those cuts this year 
but the delegates mandated that 
we cut even more and pretty 
much gave us the message that 
we have to come in very definitely 
in the black next year. 

We have to start thinking of 
where to cut, it’s never easy, and 
probably the fairest way to do it is 
just across the board. Sharing the 
pain. After we get back in the 
black, at that point we start to 
think of what the future of the 
USCF will be in the next millen- 
nium. So there is a strategic plan- 
ning sub-committee which will 
take up the question of what we 
should be doing and what things 
are really better left to local foun- 
dations and state associations. 


Online Play 

Evans: What about online 
play? The USCF has been giving 
free advertising to one of its 
competitors? Are there any plans 
to merge or do something about 
the Internet Chess Club? 

Redman: The analogy thal 
has been given — I just had break- 
fast with Ken Sloan, a professor of 
computer science in Alabama — 
is that the USCF itself does not 
run a lot of tournaments but in- 
stead sanctions, provides supéI- 
vision, rating, regulation and all 
the rest of the technical help for 
people who run 
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must be his top priority right now. 
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iournaments.There’s no question 
that the ICC especially has hurt 
our market share. The question 
is should we look and pursue an 
gnalagous policy close to what we 
do in over-the-board chess — 
which is to allow competing 
groups to bid for tournaments and 
work in partnership with them — 
or should we set up our own 
Internet chess provider? I think 
it would have been prudent and 
useful to have done it several 
years ago. | think another anal- 
ogy from the past is when we 
bought Chess Review. There was 
probably a point three or four years 
ago when it would have been pru- 
dent to buy ICC when we could 
have afforded it. Now we don’t have 
the money to setup something 
that is really competitive. We 
don’t have the resources for such 
a cutting edge technology as ICC 
has. So we work in partnership 
with them and see what happens. 


OMOV 

Evans: Let’s switch gears. You 
voted against One Member One 
Vote [OMOV] at the recent del- 
egate meeting. Can you explain 
why? 

Redman: Yes. I’m not unalter- 
ably opposed to OMOV. Currently 
I'm worried about just two aspects. 
One is the fact that we don’t have 
an independent chess press. In 
his report to the board editor Glenn 
Petersen said Chess Life is a 
house organ. So we are not get- 
ting diversity of political opinion 
in Chess Life. In fact, when asked 
by a board member why he didn’t 
put in a pro and con position on 
various controversial topics, the 
editor said he wasn’t going to do it 
—no politics in the magazine. 

Evans: But the OMOV proposal 
calls for special election supple- 
ments to be mailed to dues-pay- 
ing adult members independent 
of Chess Life. 

Redman: The Internet news 
group rec.games.chess. politics is 
Starting to provide what I consider 
to be an adequate independent fo- 
lum for discussing chess ideas 
and so that is one reason why 
down the road that would be a 
counter argument to the lack of 


an independent press. 

The other aspect has to do with 
professional organizations I be- 
long to that have one member one 
vote. National Council of Teach- 
ers of English, etc., and they have 
nominating committees. The ef- 
fect of OMOV is not really to en- 
courage active discussion about 
the way those organizations are 
run but seems to entrench the 
power of the executive director 
and current management. My own 
feeling historically is that big dan- 
ger times for the USCF came 
when talented executive directors 
became highly politicized with no 
actual check on what they were 
doing. 

Evans: But hasn't that hap- 
pened exactly under the current 
system? 

Redman: Yes. But the problem 
is how you perceive OMOV as 
helping or hurting that. My per- 
ception is that it would make it 
worse. I'll give you an example. 
There were clear cases in this 
recent election where you had a 
highly vocal critic of the 
administrationrunning and 
where Chess Life was used to 
present COMPLETELY misleading 
reports about the federation’s fi- 
nancial health. And the Annual 
Report was also misused to 
present misleading figures to the 
voters. These came precisely at 
the height of the campaign. A 
group critical of the administra- 
tion was running against a group 
essentially supportive of it. And so 
you had a rather heavy handed 
use of the official USCF media to 
present a pro-management view 
using falsified figures. Now we 
were able to challenge that be- 
cause we could within essentially 
a week circulate a letter to 452 
voters signed by past presidents 
and past executive directors say- 
ing that we had been lied to. Now 
under OMOV there would be no 
way to disseminate a credible 
countervailing argument in time 
to have an effect on the election. 

So those are my two reserva- 
tions but I don’t think OMOV would 
be a disaster. I think at some 
point my reservations will be over- 
come. 


Evans: In this election the 
correct figures did get to the vot- 
ers on time but didn’t change any- 
thing. There was no accountabil- 
ity, no retribution for what was 
done. 

Redman: Retribution is a 
kind of strong word. There were 
two routine motions that came up 
on the second day of the delegate 
meeting — both of which encoun- 
tered a great deal of opposition. 

The first motion was to ratify 
the actions of the executive board 
in the past year and for the first 
time in memory that was hotly 
debated. It narrowly passed. And 
the second was to ratify the ap- 
pointment of Don Schultz as a del- 
egate at large. It reauired only a 
simple majority but was debated 
and narrowly passed. It’s not as 
though everyone was silent. I 
think people got the message. 


Downsizing 

Evans: Some experts suggest 
the USCF might have to downsize 
in the future and just become a 
rating, sanctioning and technical 
organization that puts out Chess 
Life. The USCF might have to 
eliminate the mail order business 
which may not be profitable. 

Redman: | don’t think that’s 
going to happen. I think that as 
opposed to Amazon.com the fed- 
eration should be providing value 
added in the form of chess exper- 
tise. The internet marketing en- 
vironment really resembles an 
auction which is very favorable to 
the consumer. It’s easy to find ab- 
solutely the lowest price but it’s 
not so easy to find the expertise 
about what products are good and 
what products are not so good, re- 
views that are honest and infor- 
mative. 

Evans: We haven't had hon- 
est reviews. 

Redman: We certainly need it. 
We should have it. I don’t think 
we'll be getting out of the book and 
equipment business. 


Chess Life Debates 
Evans: Are you in favor of a 
“From Both Sides” column in 
Chess Life featuring pro and con 

on hot controversial topics? 
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Redman: Yes. Not only that, I 
was going to buttonhole the edi- 
tor because Larry Parr and I have 
been kicking around the idea of 
our doing a Siskel and Ebert pro 
and con from time to time. But the 
editor seems quite adamant that 
he doesn’t want to have this in 
Chess Life. New board members 
suggested it to him at our open 
meeting, but we can’t step on his 
toes too much. 

Evans: So we just have to wait 
and see? 

Redman: Yes. | think it’s a 
reasonable idea. 


USCF vs. Peterson 

Evans: | realize you can’t say 
much about the lawsuit of the 
USCF Vs. Peterson. I’m troubled 
by litigation between the business 
office and organizers and many 
other people don’t want to see this 
kind of thing happening in chess. 
The board went into closed ses- 
sion to discuss the matter and 
came out with a motion reaffirm- 
ing the appointment of their at- 
torneys in Arizona. To my mind, 
this means the board has rejected 
the concept of binding arbitration 
that I suggested at the open meet- 
ing. 

Redman: | don’t think the 
board has rejected anything, but 
I'm not at liberty to discuss it. 

Evans: As | see it, there are 
two possibilities. Either the USCF 
is going to proceed — and I don't 
like litigation because it is so 
costly — or seek a negotiated 
settlement. As we know, there 
has been a countersuit for $3 mil- 
lion and this is an open-ended li- 
ability that could destroy the 
USCF if Peterson wins the case 
over what is a relativiely trivial 
amount of twenty or twenty five 
thousand dollars. The hands of the 
new board were tied because 
there was a rush to file without 
even consulting the old board. 
Without discussing the merits of 
the case, what can you say about 
that aspect of it, if anything? 

Redman: In my view the ex- 
ecutive director does not have the 
right to file a lawsuit without con- 
sulting the full board. 

Evans: And that’s all you can 


say’? 
Redman: [Laughs] Yes. That’s 
all I can say. 


FIDE 

Evans: You were appointed 
FIDE delegate but turned it down. 
Can you explain why? 

Redman: Yes. My good friend 
Lynne Babcock did some research 
about the _ dictatorship in 
Kalmykia. Im a member of P.E.N. 
which, as you know, is the Inter- 
national Writers Group and I’m 
very active in the freedom to write 
committee. We write to political 
prisoners and also contact officials 
in countries that imprison writ- 
ers. With the murder of the oppo- 
sition journalist in Kalmykia it 
became clear that I simply could 
not in conscience participate in 
FIDE at this time. I was appointed 
FIDE delegate in May of ’98 and 
stepped down in August of ’98. I 
continue to advise the federation 
on FIDE matters because of the 
general experience that I’ve had 
in FIDE but I cannot participate 
in any way with the current re- 
gime in Kalmykia. 


Free Scholarships 

Evans: At the Denker tourna- 
ment here you gave free 
scholarhips to two winners. Could 
you briefly describe what you’re 
doing at the University of Texas 
in Dallas? 

Redman: We have been en- 
gaged in giving chess scholarhips 
now for about five years. Essen- 
tially we have two kinds of 
scholarhips. One is called aca- 
demic excellence scholarhips that 
take chess ability into account. If 
we have two applicants, both with 
equivalent SAT scores and class 
rank, we weight chess ability 
heavily in awarding a scholar- 
ship. Those are available to any- 
one. The other thing we have 
been doing — and this is an inno- 
vation of the current undergradu- 
ate dean Michael Coleman — is 
giving competition scholarships. 
We have awarded scholarhips to 
the top Texas high school player 
for the last couple of years, to the 
top Texas grade 12 player for the 
last couple of years, to the top sixth 





grade player in the Dallas Area 
Chess-In-Schools program, and 
we awarded two scholarships to 
the top eleventh grade and below 
Denker participants. This year | 
tried something different. I saw 
three young women competing 
and remembering that Fan Adams 
and Arnie Denker talked about 
maybe doing something for the 
girls, I decided to award an eley- 
enth grade and below scholarship 
to a girl. 

Evans: What does it include? 

Redman: Four years full tu- 
ition and fees for eight semesters 
plus a $500 per semester addi- 
tional stipend to help with living 
costs. The only stipulation is that 
students must meet our entrance 
requirements. They’re put ona 
roster so when they’re ready to 
come we have their name and 
they get a scholarship. If they hap- 
pen to have some degree of aca- 
demic distinction, they can essen- 
tially get an upgrade — a better 
scholarship. The point is that aca- 
demic excellence comes first but 
chess excellence is also recog- 
nized. 

Evans: How long did it take get 
this past the administration? 

Redman: [Laughs] A number 
of years. I had the idea years ago 
and then a friend and colleague 
of mine became the new under- 
graduate dean. He’s a good lis- 
tener and took me to the provost. 
The way we presented it was to 
talk about why it is in the 
university’s best interests to do 
this. I found if you talk about it 
that way you get better results 
than if you say “I want to play 
chess. Give me money.” [Laughs] 
Redman’s Academic Endeavors 

Evans: You mentioned earlier 
that you’re working on a biogra- 
phy of Ezra Pound. Could you briefly 
discuss what you're doing outside 
of chess? 

Redman: Yes, absolutely. Of 
course I teach 19th and 20th cen- 
tury British and American litera- 
ture as well as Italian Medieval 
and Renaissance literature at the 
University of Texas at Dallas. I'm 
currently working on a major bi- 
ography of Ezra Pound for, I think, 

Continued on page 26 
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Dail Smith: The King of Central California (Part II) 


Interviewed by Dennis Wajckus 


Continued from the Summer 1999 Issue 







Dennis: Did you ever meet Arthur 
Bisguier?. 

Phil: Oh, Bisguier. Yes, I played 
him one time. In 1954 Hermann 
Steiner ran a big tournament in 
Los Angeles that was 14 rounds. 
[was down there two weeks. I got 
to play Bisguier and that’s when I 
learned that two pawns can beat 
arook. He sacrificed a rook and 
we got an endgame where I had a 
rook and king and he had two 
pawns and a king. The two pawns 
won because the two pawns were 
on the six. 

Dennis: A friend of your, Ed 
Edmondson, died recently. 

Phil: Yes, I knew Edmondson for 
many years. When I first met 
Edmondson it was in 1951. I came 
to live in Fresno in 1951 and at 
that time we had a central Cali- 
fornia chess league. One year 
there were 8 clubs and most of the 
time there were seven teams: 
Fresno, Visalia, Modesto, 
Oakdale, San Jose, Sacramento. 
Sometimes we played in Fresno 
or other cities, but most of the 
lime we all met in Oakdale. We 
had about six or eight players on 
a side. When I first met 
Edmondson he was a air force 
major in Sacramento. He was 
playing with the Sacramento 
team. And then he played also in 
anumber of California Open tour- 
Maments held in Fresno or San 
Luis Obispo and other area games. 
Then later he started being a tour- 
Nament director before he started 
working for the US Chess Federa- 
tion. Very genial man; He played 
lor many years. Ed was about an 
A player. 

Dennis: Of course, you’ve had an 
*xperience or two with interna- 
tional master John Grefe. 

Phil; ~Well, I played Grefe twice. 
Once in Fresno and once at the 
California Open. I think it was a 


_ We now conclude the interview with Phil Smith who for many years was the strongest player in the 
Central California. Phil's active chess career spanned from the 1930's into the late eighties during 
which time he seems to have meet and played nearly everyone. 
Club sat down with Phil and a tape recorder in January, 1983. 

Smith’s memories and opinions with a wider audience one last time. —— Allan Fifield 


draw. I was exchanging every- 
thing and the next day he was 
complaining bitterly that I traded 
everything off. However, I had to 
play him a second time in 
Ventura in the California Open 
and I had an even game right up 
to the 40th move and I threw him 
a whole rook. My second experi- 
ence wasn't so happy. 

Dennis: Do you personally know 
the chess editor of the San Fran- 
cisco paper, George Koltanowski? 
Phil: Yes, I’ve known him for 
many years when I first started 
playing in a number of tourna- 
ments that he directed. The most 
recent one was the U.S. Senior 
Open last August in Scottsdale. 
He used to run an organization 
called Chess Friends. It’s rather 
ironical that he became so promi- 
nent in the US Chess Federation. 
For years, he competed with the 
USCF affiliate which was our state 
association and he had his own 
organization which was not affili- 
ated with USCF. I do admire him 
for his memory feats which is leg- 
endary. The most interesting one 
I saw was when he came to Den- 
ver in 1941 when he was a 
younger man. I played him five 
games of skittles. Three were 
draws and [| lost two. He was a 
strong player, no doubt about it. 
Dennis: They said that he actu- 
ally played a stronger blindfold 
game than he did over the board. 
Do you agree with that? 

Phil: Well, I don’t know. He tried 
to play in some California Opens 
and dropped out. About 1951, 
1952,"4953, 1954 dafact, Are- 
member one in Santa Barbara in 
1954 where both he and Kashdan 
dropped out when they were do- 
ing so badly because they were 
getting old. But getting back to 
Koltanowski and his memory 
feats. Of course, we've all read 
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about some of them or seen them 
(maybe up at Paul Mason). The 
one that I saw that impressed me 
in Denver when I was there in 
1941, he gave an exhibition at the 
Athletic Club. He wasn’t playing 
blindfolded for our exhibition. But 
there were a lot of spectators 
there. Oh, there must have been 
100 people or so. Anyway, he had 
a big blackboard where the chess 
board was drawn on it with 64 
squares and he asked 64 people 
in the audience before he started 
the exhibition to give him just 
three pieces of information. | 
think it was the name, the date 
of birth and address. Anyway, 
there were three pieces of infor- 
mation on each person that he 
had written on the square and 
during the course of the evening 
as he was giving the simulta- 
neous he would call off the square, 
call off the name, call off the two 
bits of information and during the 
course of the evening he called off 
all 64 squares without a mistake. 
Dennis: Amazing! 

Phil: I didn’t believe in photo- 
graphic memory when I saw him 
do that. But after that I did be- 
lieve in photographic memory. I 
don’t know what the psychology 
professors say about that. I was 
very impressed with it. 

Dennis: Phil, you mentioned 
Emanuel Lasker several times. 
Did you know or were you aware 
of Edward Lasker, the less famous 
Lasker. 

Phil: Well, I've known of him for 
years and years. Of course, ev- 
erybody knows the famous end 
game in where Emanuel had a 
knight and he drew Edward Lasker 
who had a rook and knight. I’ve 
have some of his books and I’ve 
read about him but I’ve never 
knew him personally and I’ve 
never played him. He died at 
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about age 95. I guess he was a 


distant cousin of Emanuel 
Lasker. 
Dennis: Can you discuss or re- 


member any specific instances of 
problems or interesting things 
that happened while giving a si- 
multaneous exhibition? 

Phil: Well, we had some simulta- 
neous in here in Fresno. I gave 
two at Fashion Fair. I played 32 
boards at a time. After I got my 
master rating, the manager at 
Fashion Fair ran some big ads in 
the Bee. He paid me two dollars a 
board so I made $64 for each one . 
I gave another one down at 
Gottschalks where I didn’t make 
any money. I was going to teach 
chess for the YMCA and the YWCA; 
it was a promotion for that. Any- 
way, one time | got in trouble with 
my wife over the second Fashion 
Fair exhibition. Some of the TV 
stations came and they were in- 
terviewing me. The first question 
was, “Mr. Smith, why are you giv- 
ing this exhibition?” So I said “For 
S64!” My wife was unhappy with 
this broadcast. I had a little 
trouble at some of the three pub- 
lic exhibitions (of course, I gave 
number of other exhibitions in 
the club here in Fresno). The one 
that bothered me the most was 
down at Gottschalks. I wasn’t 
smart enough to specify Staunton 
pattern chess sets, so a number 
of the players showed up with 
these exotic Renaissance sets. 
And there must have been a half 
a dozen of those sets in the exhi- 
bitions. Every time I came around 
I would have to ask is this the 
knight or is this the bishop. And 
then there was a little boy from 
Clovis who had a peg set, a little 
small peg set, and every time | 
came around [| had to get down on 
my knees to see it. So after that, 
whenever I gave an exhibition I 
always specified regular sized 
boards . Another thing you need 
for simultaneous is good lights. 
That’s true of all competition. 
That’s one place where I agree 
with Bobby Fischer and Browne 
about lights and playing condi- 
tions and noise. 

Dennis: Do you think that speed 
chess harms one’s games or 
makes it look superficially into 
the game? 

Phil: Now that’s a very interest- 
ing question. There are two sides 


to that. I used to tell my students 
not to play five minute chess if 
they wanted to do serious tourna- 
ment playing. One book that 
made a great impression on me 
in the last 10-12 years was Kotov’s 
“How to Think Like a Grandmas- 
ter.” He has since brought out 
some sequels to it, various other 
titles, and Jude Acers wrote a re- 
view about 10 years ago when that 
book came out for the Chess Re- 
porter, you know, MacLeans 
magazine, and in that book Kotov 
brought out the various qualities 
needed for a successful tourna- 
ment player and Acers stressed if 
you really wanted to be a serious 
player that speed chess was out 
because it would make you super- 
ficial. In tournament chess the 
idea is to sit on your hands. Dr. 
Tarrasch said years ago the hard- 
est thing in chess is to sit on your 
hands to keep from making a 
faulty move. And also Dr. Lasker 
pointed out that even after you’ve 
looked for alternatives and sup- 
posedly analyzed the various pos- 
sibilities for yourself and your op- 
ponent that you shouldn’t make 
the move, you should look even 
harder. I’ve found in my own 
chess (and I learned this in 
Kotov’s book and from Acers re- 
view) that when I decide on my 
move, I don't play it. I write it down 
first. Even in time pressure I write 
it down, then I look for another 
move. Frequently I change it. 
However, because I have played a 
lot of fast chess and man is not a 
machine, man is an emotional 
person. I have found frequently 
that I'll be sitting there for sev- 
eral hours playing a logical tour- 
nament kind of game, making all 
the checks, looking for alterna- 
tives, looking for better moves, 
that all of the sudden I forget all of 
this and I reached out and make 
a positive move. So on that side 
of it we say don’t play five minute 
chess if you want to be a serious 
tournament player. However, 
there’s another side of it. I played 
in a tournament in Denver about 
1974. I tied with a master there 
in Denver for first place in a Den- 
ver tournament. A very nice fel- 
low. He was a master sergeant in 
the air force. Anyway, he wrote a 
column for the Colorado State 
Chess Magazine that I got for 
about a year after playing that 





tournament and he argued in his 
column just the opposite point of 
view, that five minute chess was 
ideal because it let’s you try out 
your openings Many, many times 
in various variations whereas... 
although I suppose you could sit 
down like Fari and I could to play 
a match of 30-30 or something, 
but it wouldn’t be as many games, 
as many variations. So I suppose 
there’s two sides to that. 

Dennis: I heard you comment 
that you felt that Garry Kasproy 
would be the next world champion, 
The world championship is going 
to be rescheduled for next June 
and the candidate’s matches are 
coming up. Do you have any pre- 


dictions in those candidate 
matches? 
Phil: Well, I kind of think 


Kasparov is going to be a good chal- 
lenger. Old Korchnoi might sur- 
prise us all, you know. 

Dennis: It’s true. He has a lot of 
fighting spirit. 

Phil: At his age, he’s a fighter. 
Speaking of fighters, he’s the Dr. 
Lasker type. Korchnoi and Larson of 
the present generation of great 
chess players are the best exponents 
of the old Lasker fighting spirit. 
Dennis: The older fellow that used 
to be world champion in the 50's 
that’s in this, Smyslov or.... 
Phil: Smyslov. Yeah, remark- 
able! He’s 62 or 63 years old and 
he qualified! 

Dennis: That’s unbelievable! 
Phil: He’s been a terrific chess 
player for years. Of course, 
Fischer just beat the pants off of 
him. At Palma de Mallorca,|] saw 
Fischer just beat the pants off 
him. Generally after 40 profes- 
sional chess players are not sup- 
posed to do as well as they did in 
the past. Dr. Euwe could play with 
the best players...after 40 he could 
play with the best players in the 
world after the first four hours...0r 
three hours...but he would tire in 
the last hour. Smyslov is great al 
his age. Well, Kasparov is what? 
Nineteen? 

Dennis: He just turned 19 at the 
Moscow Interzonal, he had his 
19th birthday, unbelievable. _ 
Phil: That’s another thing thats 
humbling. We old guys can study 
chess and play chess all our lives 
and some young kid comes along 
and he beats everybody. And how 
does he do it? I’ve been spending 


I I a a ee ee eee ph ete wat pibgnieidein acca nge 
20 Galiprnia Ghessjopregl “idautuwan 1999 








a life 
Denn 
thoug 
Phil: 
Tarra 
like a 
to Me 
best < 
to be 
there 
ingtol 
a you 
Socie 
thoug 
a che 
stress 
know 
game 
thing: 
it. Co 
have 
more 
tainly 
and f 
one t 
ches: 
ment: 
thing 








1 his 
nt of 
was 
’ Out 
imes 
aa. 
d sit 
play 
ling, 
mes, 
pose 


nent 
prov 
pion, 
oing 
June 
5 are 

pre- 
date 


nink 
chal- 
sur- 


ot of 


nter. 
sr 
on of 
reat 
rents 


used 
50's 


ark- 
and 


hess 
Tse 
ff of 
saw 
s off 
yfes- 
sup- 
id in 
with 
‘ould 
. the 
Se Or 
re in 
at at 
hat? 


t the 
his 


hat’s 
tudy 
lives 
long 
how 
ding 










q lifetime. 

pennis: Are there any closing 
thoughts you can leave me with? 
phil: Well, let's say one thing. Dr. 
Tarrasch at one time said chess, 
like art, like music, has the power 
io make men happy. That’s the 
best and most important thing is 
io be happy in chess. I remember 
there was a chess club in Wash- 
ington, D. C. when I lived there as 
ayoung man and it was called The 
Social Chess Club. I always 
thought that was a great name for 
a chess club, that we ought to 
stress sociability. Chess is been 
known as a rather anti-social 
game. I've seen some very sad 
things in my life in that aspect of 
it, Contract bridge although it can 
have it’s cutthroat aspects is a 
more sociable game, and has cer- 
tainly attracted far more women 
and far more men. I think this is 
one thing that’s been wrong with 
chess. Just as chess tourna- 


ments, it would be nice do some- 
thing for the wives or the hus- 


bands, have a party or social. 
There should be more sociability 
and not just cut throat. After all, 
it's not so important who wins, it’s 
how you win. That reminds me, 
you mentioned Edward Lasker. I 
remember he wrote a book you 
may have a copy of “Chess for Fun 
or Chess For Blood.” Well, I guess 
if you’re a serious tournament 
player, unfortunately it’s mostly 
chess for blood. But it should be 
fun or it’s really not worthwhile. 
There are very few of the thou- 
sands and thousands or millions 
of people that play chess, very few 
are good enough or want to devote 
the time to be serious profession- 
als. Those of us who aren't pro- 
fessional should play for fun. 
When I was a college student from 
Colorado, my brother and I fell into 
a little poker group. I had a brother 
who when he had a good hand he 
wouldn’t raise because he didn’t 
want to hurt his friends. You don't 
find any chess players like that 
do you? 


Spassky,Boris 
Smith,Phil 
Paul Masson Simul 
07/19/80 
[B36] 


1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 
4.Nxd4 g6 5.c4 Nf6 6.Nc3 d6 7.Be2 
Nxd4 8.Qxd4 Bg7 9.Be3 0-0 10.Qd2 
Be6 11.Re1 Qabd 12.f3 Rfc8 13.b3 
a6 14.Na4!? Qxd2+ 15.Kxd2 Nd7 
16.Rhdl Rab8& 17.Nb6 Nxb6 
18.Bxb6 Rc6 19.Be3 Rbc8 20.a4 
Bb2 21.Rc2 Ba3 42-4 
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CHECK OUT THE WBCA WEBSITE TODAY! http://members.aol.com/whcablitz 


JOIN THE W.B.C.A.! 


If you love Chess and you want action, Blitz is the answer! 
Play in WBCA rated events worldwide from Honolulu 
to Nepal to Rejkjavik to Cybers 


‘ Compare your ability math Karpov, Dlugy, Browne, Anand, Kramnik, SITET Ehlvest, Kasparov 
J. Polgar,B. Finegold and many others while playing the fastest most exciting game on earth! 


‘Become a WBCA member for $15* a year! Enjoy 4 issues of Blitz Chess and receive an official 
international Blitz rating. Enjoy discounts at WBCA events worldwide including the Internet! 


* Send $2 ($3 international) today for atrial issue of Blitz Chess. Thelatestissue features in-depth 
notes by G.M.’s Karpov, Browne ,Henley, Gufeld plus IM Grefe of top level international events! 


‘Become a WBCA Affiliate for $30 a year and get free listings for your club and upcoming events 
in Blitz Chess ,jhefty commissions and 25 free issues after running two events! 


‘ Historical problems each issue with prizes!! Most interesting game prizes for 1999! 


‘What's the positive effects of playing Blitz? "It gives you a knack for understanding the positions. It 
gives you the ability to try out new ideas without being afraid , for your slow games. It exposes everyone to 


the royal game in a much quicker time period. "-Max Dlugy 1990 WBCA Grand Prix Blitz Champion. 
U.S. $15, Scholastic (Under 18 years)$12 
Special offer ! Run up to 5 rated Quads no fees--Each winner becomes member for $14 ! 
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by 
Tom Dorsch 

The past three years have 
been an interesting but un- 


healthy period for the USCF. 
There has already been much 
talk about the 1999 deficit, with 
the Schultz Board positioned to 
lose money three times in three 
years. Management in the office 
is aS weak as it has been in a de- 
cade, with an ED who constantly 
talks of leaving and razor-thin 
staff coverage. Because of the fi- 
nancial crisis, much of our top 
staff has left and has not been re- 
placed. Our long-term debt is at a 
historic high, and unless some- 
thing unexpected happens we will 
have no available credit to buy 
inventory for next Christmas. Our 
Internet policy—well, what 
Internet policy? Regular member- 
ship continues its straight-line 
decline. We struggle along with- 
out modern computers because, 
despite years of promises, man- 
agement is—for some unfathom- 
able reason—unable to manage 
this necessary and important 
change. We have less sponsor- 
ship now than we had two years 
ago, including the loss of the US 
Championship sponsor and the 
Grand Prix sponsor. Would any- 
body be surprised to learn that our 
strategic plan is that we have no 
strategic plan? 

We are literally lurching from 
crisis to crisis, without progress 
in any area, falling further and 
further behind. The only bright 
spot is that scholastic member- 
ship continues to flourish. Yet the 
failure by our management to ap- 
preciate the importance of this 
invaluable segment of our chess 
community is inadvertently re- 
versing this lonesome positive 
trend. Management alleges that 
scholastics are a financial drag 
on the organization, but provides 
no documentation for this state- 


1999 Treasurer’s Message 


ment. Even worse are attempts 
by management to impose a third 
dues increase in three years uni- 
laterally on the scholastic seg- 
ment of our organization. We 
need to applaud and encourage 
our scholastic workers, not make 
them the scapegoats for 
management's inability to bal- 
ance a budget. 

Let’s start to deal with our real 
problems. Our organization is in 
a period when dynamic change is 
necessary, and we need to face 
that fact as an organization. Of 
course change is threatening— 
especially threatening to special 
interests. But in light of the facts 
presented in the first paragraph, 
we find ourselves in a Darwinian 
predicament. The trends are kill- 
ing us and the only way we can 
reverse them is to face the risks 
of change. 

In past years, I disputed bud- 
getary assumptions at the Board 
level and then supported the bud- 
get at the Annual Meeting. Part 
of this was the desire to support 
the Schultz Board as a member 
(albeit a much-maligned member) 
of that team. Part of this was a 
desire to give the benefit of the 
doubt to our new ED, who deserved 
a fair chance to demonstrate his 
capability. 

This year, for the first time, I 
voted against the budget. I no 
longer have confidence that the 
course we are following will pro- 
duce results. After two-and-a-half 
years, during which the current 
management has had a com- 
pletely free hand to take whatever 
measures are necessary to re- 
store profitability, we see that the 
declining trends are actually in- 
creasing instead of reversing. 
While the year-end close has not 
taken place as I write this, all in- 
dications are that we will lose 





more money this year than we did 
in both of the two preceding years 
put together. The Schultz Board 
will be the first to lose money in 
all three years. This tells me that 
it is time for a course correction, 

The 1999-2000 budget does not 
contain some of the unrealistic 
assumptions that characterized 
earlier budgets. We assume flat 
membership instead of growth, for 
example. Yet it falls short of the 
“austerity budget” called for at the 
Special Finance Workshop, held 
at the US Amateur Team East in 
February. 

There are three things that | 
find unacceptable about the 1999- 
2000 budget. 

One is that there is inad- 
equate provision for new technolo- 
gies. We have to radically upgrade 
our website, and the best way to 
do that is to bring it in-house by 
hiring our own webmaster, a new, 
permanent USCF position. The 
new budget does not provide 
enough money for this. 

A second thing is that we have 
been increasing our debt at a six- 
figure-per-annum rate, borrowing 
against our future, spending more 
than we take in. We not only 
have to reverse this borrowing, we 
have to retire the obligations that 
resulted from it. This requires a 
period of cost-cutting for the fis- 
cal soundness of the organization. 
There are no painless cuts, only 
necessary cuts, but it is one of the 
responsibilities of leadership to 
allocate resources and take the 
heat. Our current leadership 
would rather pretend that things 
are fine than make the hard de- 
cisions required to fix things. But 
we must tip the balance, so that 
revenues exceed expenditures 
instead of vice versa, or we Call 
not pay off the debts we have cre- 
ated through three straight years 
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of overspending. 

The third change I recom- 
mend to the budget is to increase 
the allocations for staff. We have 
ist too many of our top people and 
we are now back in the predica- 
ment of a few years ago where our 
organizational chart looks more 
like a Space needle than a pyra- 
mid. We have one guy who makes 
more than twice as much as any- 
body else, and gets raises of 15%- 
20% per year, while everybody else 
gets peanuts—last year 2%. This 
concentration of resources in one 
employee while starving the staff 
as a Whole has a negative impact 
on morale. The inability to main- 
tain parity between the hiring 
rate and the attrition rate creates 
aproductivity gap. With fewer em- 
ployees doing more work, the in- 
evitable consequence is less ser- 
vice to our membership. 

It is my view that the public 
pronouncements of our leader- 
ship have now crossed the line 


from overly optimistic to purely 
political. The litmus test is to 
watch what they do, not what they 
say. They say that things were 
“out of control” and are now “in 
control,” and they brag of “a great 
turnaround” from prior adminis- 
trations. What do they do? They 
are proposing dues increases, they 
are cutting content out of Chess 
Life, they are shrinking our staff, 
they are cutting programs, they 
are borrowing more money from 
the bank, and they are postpon- 
ing payments to suppliers. 
“Much has been accom- 
plished, but our chess federation 
remains a work in progress. Only 
through modernization and 
growth can we maintain viability 
in a world that is changing more 
rapidly than ever before; we will 
not be the chess organization of 
the 21st century by default Our 
dominant place in American 
chess can only be assured if we 
adapt to our market and take the 


A New Player in Town 


by 
Steve Cohen 


The World Organization of 
Lightning-Chess (WOLC, WebSite 
at http: / /lightningchess.webjump 
com) is a world-wide organization 
dedicated to providing standard- 
ized rules and maintaining offi- 
cial records for chess matches be- 
tween players where neither 
player has more than 1 minute 
in which to complete their entire 
game. Over 150 “lightning” 
chess-players from around the 
globe and all the continents (ex- 
cept Antarctica) joined. Two-time 


reigning Lightning-Chess World 


Champion Roland Schmaltz 
(Hawkeye”) of Germany and top 
US. Lightning-player, Maxim 
Dlugy have signed up in the new- 
est, and what may prove to be the 
host exciting chess organization 
as the world moves into the new 
millennium! Membership is $10 
per year. For that amount mem- 
bers receive a semi-annual 
league publication twice a year, 
tee WOLC ratings service (with 


_ falings updated within 30 min. of 


iInternet-event and 24 hours of 


OTB event, posted on the Web), 
free entry to most internet events 
& reduced entry fee to most OTB 
events, and free entry in the 
yearly internet world champion- 
ships. 

Most events of the WOLC are 
now run on the internet at the 
Internet Chess Club (http:// 
www.chesclub.com) where you 
can go to download a free inter- 
face to play chess. Already the 
WOLC has held the 1999 World 
Tennis-Lightning-Chess Cham- 
pionships (G/1 minute chess, but 
with tennis-like score-keeping) 
which was won by “Terra” from the 
Netherlands (along with a $100 1* 
prize). Among other events for 
1999-2000 will be at least one 
“Open” Tennis-Lightning-Chess 
event, the 3rd Annual World 
Championships (starting in Janu- 
ary), and a WOLC Swiss-pairing 
Open in the late Spring. On No- 
vember 6, in San Mateo, the 
WOLC will sponsor the first-ever 
U.S. G/1 minute Championships! 
There are discussions going on 


bold steps that lead to progress. 
Only then will we fulfill our mis- 
sion statement to make chess a 
significant force in American cul- 
tire? 

When I wrote that statement 
in last year’s Treasurer’s Report, 
I had high hopes that we could ac- 
complish a great deal this year. 
It just didn’t happen. Those hopes 
have been replaced by the reali- 
ties itemized in the first para- 
graph and anybody who under- 
stands our current predicament 
must share my disappointment. 

In August, we will have an 
entirely new political leadership, 
elected under the new reform gov- 
ernance system adopted in Ha- 
waii. Let’s hope, for the sake of 
the Federation we serve and the 
game we love, that we are able to 
select leaders as grand as the 
tasks they face. This is no ordi- 
nary time, and we can no longer 
afford the luxury of business as 


usual. @ 


about having a WOLC event as 
one of the side events at next 
year’s famous Hoogovens tourna- 
ment. In the long run, it seems 
that G/1 minute chess will be best 
for TV coverage due to the fast- 
paced action and excitement en- 
joyable by fans of any sport. Only 
time will tell how this new orga- 
nization will fare. But so far, those 
who have participated in WOLC 
events seem very much to enjoy 
the opportunity to practice against 
high-quality opposition (often 
WOLC events are _ 1-section 
events with average rating of par- 
ticipants >2000); and their expe- 
riences in WOLC competitions 
seem to show in improvement in 
their chess-playing skills outside 
of the WOLC. For more informa- 
tion about the WOLC, or for a flier 
for the 1999 US G/1min Champi- 
onships, go to the above URL, or 
call (650) 349-7746, or write to 
steve Cohen, WOLC President, PO 
Box 8024, Foster City, Ca 94404- 
8024. & 
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The CalChess Calendar of Events 


(“=CalChessdiscount)lastupdate12-29-99) 


2000 


Feb. er Shoe PAVED els leo cece te Presidents: Dayeopie s(érkeley) |..cac8- eh oe (MG & RH) 
Feb. A Io Sa OS ee eGo cae Visalia hess for Mids ns ee ec ee ee ee (AF) 
Mar. Bed iC Ae Ee OO na. pccst a OOM RTANCISCO AMMaleut |. ane ek hk ee (JA2)* 
Mar. MD eo (SOS Wek Cone SPIE SECHONa Se fo acti ae ee ee (HP) * 
Mar. Mi (Sa none NGCOICy RC pess for Ris. oe ee ee ae ee. ae (AF) 
Mar. SERADE 3 ce cccss Clie NE ee PHISCO Masters (aan ETanCisCO) 6 a ee (MG) 
Apr. Bee Aen oe CRW i ee bivitational 1M Nom tonrmament...6.6 es (JD) 
Apr. Doig teks exit eas PET leeches aise: CalChess State Scholastic Blitz Championship ....0.......0...0.ccceceeseeeeeeees (AK) 
Apr. Ue ot nse LEE cis ib eis ii asin ae CalChess State Scholastic Bughouse Championship ............ccccccceee- (AK) 
Apr. BF ey temantind. SAO chs avicsoes CalChess State Scholastic Championships (Santa Clara) ......00...00...- (AK) * 
Apr. RIO ett cas, S15 cess, ausdcass tas MEMO! Ue Sal eAnCISCG) oes copie ec ck ee (JA2) 
Apr. Ged isk cd ai [aia vas. ca vised CUSSS tr IS oor tee eas (AF) 
Apr. LP Es ines er cE Ne gg eee em Tee Mixed Pairs Team Tournament (San Francisco) ...0....cccccseceseneceeeesevees (JA2 
May Fe on cuss ssberes OSB ook checcissrstoesss PAVERIIORE Oe IDO On ea eit (RH) * 
May oie e tities he) Ls DERE CSpot ate WISAHA SOTERA ICING, kl ed eagle eeatc os ee se Lect we ee (AF) 
May Bae aie er fecha oe MCC RANICS Git San Franc RCOy 3A ic.to i ret ek es (JA2) 
May Br asi PSN SU) sais inconee all JOARMIO A aM IDIONSIMD  .cceinc is Sci s s iek (DW)* 
Jun. PE eects ER ao sis cnal sys sx UAIDICK WIIG: Gul FT TATICISCOM co0s.0, Sue a hs es (JA2) 
Jun. Mae ie pegs; eos MAE thtv se cited WICCHANICg © ye) SEN ETANCISCO) oc ice og Lites. Se es (JA2) 
Oct. Be lacie he CPR ae iss tea WOSLCTIE SEALS CJC EOI) 5501 cess eiaodasvelobiinacess icant cular (JW) 
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2nd weekend Jan (Sa-Su): Sojourner Truth Girls’ Tourney 
(Palo Alto) (DS) 


AnnualEvents 


2nd weekend June (F-Su): Stamer Memorial 
(San Francisco) (JA2) 








Martin Luther King weekend (Sa-M): Martin Luther King (RK) 4th of July weekend (Sa-M): Universe Open (TD) 
Presidents’ Day weekend (Sa-M): People’s (Berkeley) (MG & AG) Labor Day weekend (lst weekend Sept.) (Sa-M): 


lst weekend March (F-Su): San Francisco Amateur (JA2) 
Last weekend March (Sa-Su): State Scholastic Championship 
(Santa Clara) (AK) 
lst weekend May (Sa-Su): Livermore Spring Open (RH) 
Weekend prior to Memorial Day (Sa-Su): 
San Joaquin Championship (Fresno) (DW) 
Memorial Day weekend (Sa-M): LERA Memorial Day 
(Sunnyvale) (JH) 


2 4 C d j 1 10 Vfh 1 ad ¢ hp GS.5 ] OUTRA / © 


Labor Day Festival (RK) 
last weekend Oct. (F-Su): Western States Open (Reno) JW) 
Ist weekend Nov. (S-Su): Livermore Fall Open (RH) 
2nd weekend Nov. (F-Su): Capps (San Francisco) (JA2) 
Weekend Prior to Thanksgiving (Sa-Su): 
Fresno County Championship (DW) 
Thanksgiving Weekend (Sa-M): LERA Thanksgiving 
(Sunnyvale) (JH) 
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Arcata 

vonday, 6-10 pm 

Arata Chess Club 
‘gonference Room, Arcata 


library 
| james Bauman 707-822-7619 


Berkeley 

\friday, 7:15 p.m. 

‘IBerkeley City Club 

(9315 Durant 

4 Glasscoe 510-652-5324 


Burlingame 

thursday, 7:30 p.m. 

Burlingame Lions Hall 
\\990 Burlingame Ave 
‘\§eott Wilson 650-355-9402 
ww.BurlingameChessClub.com 


\Campbell 

folly Chess Club 

fhursdays 7-11:30 p.m. 
Campbell Comm Ctr 
Winchester /W.Campbell 
RLlefingwell 408-732-5188 
work 408-526-7090 
lefing@cisco.com 





Carmel 

‘Mall for current information 
Randall Swanson 
48-626-6113 


Carmichael 
Monday 6-10 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Ctr. 
4701 Gibbons 


‘Chico 

thursday 7-11 p.m. 

Min Mike’s Pizza 

122 Mangrove Ave 

batty Nelson 916-873-3107 


Davis 

thursday 7 p.m. 

tint Hall UCD, Room 241 
dave Johnson 916-756-2752 


remont 

iidays 7:00-on 

Newark Coffee Company 

1279 Cedar Blvd, Newark 
S Poschmann 

310-656-8505 








Fresno 

Mondays 6-11 p.m. 

Carls Jr. 

3820 N. Cedar Ave. 

D. Wajckus 559-252-4484 


Humboldt County 
Call for current information 
Bob Phillips 707-839-4674 


Livermore 

Fridays 7-12 p.m. 

South Cafeteria 

Lawrence Livermore Lab 
Charles Pigg 510-447-5067 


Merced 

Merced Chess Club 
Friday 6:30 p.m. 

Merced Mall Food Court 


Menlo Park 

Mondays, 6:30-9 

Onetta Harris Center 

100 Terminal Ave. 

Doug Shaker 650-854-9793 
doug@theshakers.org 


Modesto Chess Club 
Tuesday 7:00 p.m. 

Doctor’s Hospital Cafeteria 
144] Florida Ave 

John Barnard 209-785-7895 


Monterey 

Open daily except Mon. 
430 Alvarado St. 
Yudacufski 408-646-8730 


Mt Shasta 
Wednesdays 7:00 p.m. 
George Washington Manor 
Mt. Shasta 

Dick Bolling 530-926-3608 


Paradise 

Tuseday 7-10 p.m. 
Paradise Senior Center. 
Barry Nelson 916-873-3107 


Porterville 
Wednesday 7 p.m. 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Corner of Henderson 

& Indiana 

Hans Borm 559-784-3820 


‘Club Directory 


Places to play chess in Northern California and Northern Nevada 


Reno, NV 

Sun-Thurs 6:30 p.m. 

2850 Wrondel Way, Suite D 
Club: 775-827-3867 

Jerry Weikel 702-747-1405 


Richmond 
Fridays 6 p.m. 
Richmond Library 
26th & MacDonald 


Ross Valley 
(Marin County) 
For current info, write: 
P.O. Box 69 

Ross CA 94957 


Sacramento 
Wednesday 6-10 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Ctr 
915-27th St. 

Stewart Katz 916-444-3133 
CSU Sacramento 

Student Union Bldg. 


Salinas 

Any weekend afternoon 
Carl’s Jr. 

1061 N Davis Rd 

http: //members.xoom.com/ 
oxley/SalinasCC.htm 


San Anselmo 
Tuesday 7 p.m. 

Round Table Pizza, 

Red Hill Shpping Ctr 

Sir Francis Drake Blvd 
Jim Mickle 415-457-2719 


San Francisco 
Mechancis’ Institute 
Open daily 

57 Post St, 4th Floor 
John Donaldson 
415-421-2258 


San Jose 

Tue & Fri, Noon-4 p.m. 
Willows Senior Center 

2175 Lincoln Avenue 

Jerry Marshall 408-267-1574 


Santa Clara 

2d Sat. Each month 
2:15-6:15 p.m. 

Mary Gomez Park 

F. Sierra 408-241-1447 
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Santa Rosa 

Tuesdays 6-10:45 p.m. 
Sonoma Coffe Company 

521 4th Street 

Keith Halonen 707-578-6125 


Santa Rosa 

Ist & Last Saturdays of month 
Adult & Youth Chess Club 
of Sonoma County 

Rincon Valley Library 
Conference Room 

6959 Montecito Blvd, 

Santa Rosa 

Mike Haun 707-537-0162 


Stanford 

Monday 7:30-10:30 p.m. 
Student Union, Rm 550-550d 
Andrian Keatinge-Clay 
415-497-0598 


Sunnyvale 

LERA 

Tuesday, 8 p.m. 

Lockheed Rec Ctr, Bldg #160 
Ken Stone 408-629-5530 


Vallejo 

Fridays 7:00 p.m. 

Senior Citizens Ctr 

333 Amador St 

Frank Harris 707-644-3004 


Visalia 

Wednesday 7 p.m. 

Carl’s Jr-Von's Ctr 

Hwy 198 & Chinowth 
Allan Fifield 559-734-2784 


Woodland Chess Group 
Sundays, 3:30-9:00 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Center 

630 Lincoln Avenue 

Don Copeland530-666-0868 


Yuba-Sutter 

Mon & Wed 7-11 p.m. 

Carls Jr 

Bridge St & Hwy 99, Yuba City 
Tom Giertych 916-671-1715 


No 
AFT 
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Tournament Discounts e California Chess Journal « Youth Chess 
= One Year $15 e Two Years $28 e Three Years $41 
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The Crisis 


Continued from page 18 


Henry Holt, although it might shift 
to another publisher — it depends 
on what my agent does. My re- 
search is about 95% complete and 
I have collected a huge photo 
archive plus a tremendous 
amount of new information 
through my friendship with both 
sides of the family and my re- 
search in Italy about Pound's in- 
volvement with Italian fascism, 
his incarceration for 12 years af- 
ter the war. Right now I project 
publication in 2002. 

Evans: How do you have time 
for all this plus chess? 

Redman: Since I served on the 
board before, there’s no learning 
curve. I like to keep busy and I 
am. 

Evans: Thank you, Tim. In 
closing let me wish you luck and 
condolences in serving on the 
new board. 

Redman: [Laughs] Thank you 
too, Larry. It’s a nice thing, only 
two more years. I’m not going to 
run again. 

Reprinted courtesy of Chesstours @ 





Continued from page 14 
WBCA January Blitz 

National Master Jonathan 
Baker won a WBCA Blitz tourna- 
ment held at the Mechanics’ In- 
stitute on January 26th. Baker, 
who drew only with Expert Neil 
Falconer, scored 9 1/2 - 1/2 to 
take home the $50 first prize. 
Felix Rudyak was second at 7 1/2 
followed by Juan Cendejas and 
Andrei Ionescu in a tie for third 
at 6 1/2. Tom Stevens and Julio 
Avella made the final remaining 
plus scores with 6 and 5 1/2 re- 
spectively. The 11-player round 
robin featured one master and five 
experts. 

WBCA February Blitz 

UC Berkeley student Andrei 
Ionescu was the winner of the lat- 
est Mechanics’ Institute WBCA 
Blitz held February 2nd. The rap- 
idly improving Ionescu, currently 
rated Class A by the USCF, is an 
excellent blitz player, which he 
demonstrated by scoring 9 1/2 -1 
1/2 to pick up the $50 first prize. 
His victory didn’t come easy as he 
had to have help in the last round 
from Jonathan Baker who de- 
feated fellow National Master 
Arthur Ibragimov. Ionescu was 
leading most of the event, but a 





C.C.J. Submission Policy 


Our CCJ copy submission policy re. | 
mains ‘author friendly’. While our pref. 
erence is for electronic submission, type- 
written or neat handwritten copy is ae. 
ceptable. 
you to include game scores, chess dia- 
grams, and digitized photos. 
tournaments submitted in an electronic 
format will be allotted more space. Oy; 
preference is for Microsoft Word files with 
diagrams created using the Linares font. 
Please feel free to contact me if you have 
any questions on how to submit material 
to California Chess Journal. 


Electronic submission allows 


In general. 


The next deadline for C.C.J. 
submissions is April 10. 
Allan Fifield, PO Box 27 
Visalia, CA 93279-0027 


Days: (559)-651-3300 #371 * Nights: 
(559)-734-2784 * FAX: (559)-651-0739 


CompuServe: 102033,3421 
AOL: jostensvis 
Internet: fifiela@jostens.com 


loss in the penultimate game to 
Expert Michael Becco left him 
looking for assistance. 

Ibragimov was second with 9 
points followed by Baker and Becco 
at 8. Mariusz Krubnik scored an 
excellent 6-5 to take fifth place in 
a field filled with players over 
2000. His 10-year-old daughter 
Ewelina had an outstanding re- 
sult with 4 1/2 points, including 
wins over two experts 

Birthdays! 

Several players closely con- 
nected with Bay Area chess will 
be celebrating milestone birth- 
days this year. GM Arthur Dake 
of Portland, who was a regular at 
the MI in the late 1920s and early 
1930s, will turn 90 on April 8. 
Three days later Val Zemitis of 
Davis, author of The Unknown 
Tal and a longtime contributor 
the California Chess Reporter, will 
be 75. Last, but hardly least, 
George Koltanowski will be 971! 
on September 17. The Mechanics 
Institute Chess Room is going 
through the process of trying l 
have the City of San Francisco 
name a street or alley after 
George. Letters of support can be 
E-mailed to imwjd@aol.com to be 
forwarded on. | 


SO a a a eee 
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Tournament 


‘| jA =deff Andersen 


P.O. Box 10845, 
Napa 94581 
(707) 251-8175 
zenwabi@aol.com 

JAQ= Joan Arbil 
57 Post St., 
Mechanics Rm408 94101 
(415)421-2258 
Chessroom@aol.com 


pee = Peter Brett 


PBrett@dnamail.com 


Bc. Ol =_-_ Bill Conrad 


(510)233-9763 

JD =dJohn Donaldson 
b7 Post St., 
Mechamics Room 408 
94101] 


‘TD =Tom Dorsch 


| 
| 
i | 


P.O. Box 7453, 

Menlo Park 94026 

(650)322-0955 

TomDorsch@aol.com 
JE =dJames Eade 

021 Fanita Way, 

Menlo Park 94025 

(650)328-9785 

jimeade@aol.com 
AF = Allan Fifield, 

FO box 27, 

Visalia 93279 

(559)734-2784 

fifiela@jostens.com 

jostensvis@aol.com 


' AG = Alan Glasscoe 


PO Box 11613 

Oakland 94611 
(510)652-5324 

= Mike Goodall 

461 Peachstone Terr., 
San Rafael 94903 
(415) 491-1269 

WG = Michael Ghormley 
9120 Alcott Dr., 
sacramento 95820 
(916)388-1601 
mjg99@blacksand.com 
mjg99@yahoo.com 
=Mike Hau 

122 Calistoga Rd., #116 
santa Rosa, 95409 
(707)538-8157 
haunmj@aol.com 


DH = Dan Holbrook 


1220 Elliott #42, 
Paradise 95969 
(916)877-3911 


Organizers 


RH = Riley Hughes 

4019 Rector Common 
Fremont 94539 
(510)623-1889 
KnowChess@aol.com 

om oil fitirt, 

31 Cactus Court 
Parachute CO 81635 
(970)285-7041 

= Alan Kirshner 

66 Indian Hill Plaza, 
Fremont 94539 

(510) 657-1586 
hegemon@kirshnerisms.com 
= Richard Koepcke 
2047 Montecito Ave.#30, 
Mountain View 94043 
(650)964-2640 

richard. koepcke@Sun.com 
= Tom Martell 

15308 Laverne Drive, 
San Leandro 94579 
(510)895-5228 
tommbod@aol.com 

= John McCumiskey 
6700 50th St., 
Sacramento 95823-1306 
(916)428-5532 
jmec-lmc@pacbell.net 

= Charles Pigg 

429 Vista Ct., 
Livermore 94550 
(925)447-5067 

HP = Hans Poschmann 
4621 Seneca Park Ave., 
Fremont 94538 

(510) 656-8505 
hspwood2@home.net 

= Jimmy Plumb 

1878 W. 11 St. #144, 
Tracy 95376 
hereshope9@nreach.com 
= Joe Salazar 
(408)259-4002 
JIWS345@aol.com 

= Doug Shaker 

2030 Mills Ave., 

Menlo Park 94025 
(650)854-2545 

doug @theshakers.org 
= Steve Smallwood 
1028 Cassia Way, 
Sunnyvale 94086 

(408) 247-8510 
stephen677@aol.com 


JH 


AK 


TM 


JM 


CP 


JP 


JS 


DS 


SS 





DW 


DW2 


SW 


CW 


cee 


BY 





= Dennis Wajckus 
5924 E. Illinois Ave., 
Fresno 93727-3566 
(559) 252-4484 
=Dave Wait 

84 Carlos Ct 

Walnut Creek 94596 
= Jerome Weikel 
6578 Valley Wood Dr., 
Reno NV 89523 

(775) 747-1405 

= Scott Wilson 

380 E Esplanade Ave #109 
Pacifica 94044 
scott@Burlingame 
ChessClub.com 

= Carolyn Withgitt 
PO Box 6350, 
Hayward 94540-5305 
(650)322-0955 

=Ted Yudacufski 

PO Box 1308 
Monterey 93940 
(831)646-8730 

= Bonnie Yost 

3701 West Floradora 
Fresno, CA 93722 
(559)275-0905 


Tournament Clearinghouse 
Riley Hughes 
4019 Rector Common 
Fremont, CA 94538-2145 
(510) 623-1889 


KnowChess @aol.com 


Send tournament reports 


and annotated games to CCJ: 


Allan Fifield 

PO Box 27 | 
Visalia 93279-0027 | 
(559) 734-2784 | 
Fifield @Jostens.com | 
jostensvis @aol.com 








RUOW CHESS/ 
Wauts YOU to TEACH 
CHESS! 
$20+ hour 


We are looking for Chess Teachers 
and Teaching Assistants 















Requisites: 


Great with Kids 
Available Weekday Afternoons 
Pass Background Check 
Know Chess! 


For more information, contact Riley Hughes at 
510-623-1889, or email KnowChess@aol.com 
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State K-12 Open Champion Michah Kirshner 
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The 2000 CalChess State 
Scholastics turned out better then 
lever dreamed. I had hoped for a 
very special event to mark the 
95th year of this tournament, 
which happened to coincide with 
the new millennium (I know it 
really isn’t). I, especially, wanted 
the silver anniversary to be ex- 
traordinary because I had told ev- 
eryone that this would be my last 
year aS organizer. After five years 
under my direction, I felt it was 
time to pass the ball to some 
younger organizers. Riley Hughes 
and Doug Shaker will organize the 
tournament at the Santa Clara 
Convention Center on March 3 
and 4 of 2001. Both have assisted 
at the championships for many 
years now and they have produced 
their own successful tourna- 
ments. 

Since taking over the tourna- 
ment from Ray Orwig of St. Marks 
school in 1996, I strove to in- 
crease the number of players from 
its high of 350 to 1000. I almost 
met my goal with 985 registered 
and 968 on the rooster on April 8, 
the first day of the two day tour- 
nament. I gambled that if I in- 
_ creased the number of division 
| and awards for both individuals 
| and teams, I would excite more 
: children to play and more coaches 
| to bring their clubs. I guess the 
| strategy worked. I had 200 more 

players then last year. 

l awarded 25 place trophies in 
| tach of nine sections. I insist on 
| awarding trophies to all players 
| who are tied at place 25, a prac- 

lice different from any nationals. 
Inthe K-12 under 950 Division 
this meant trophies down to 40th 
place. In the K-6 under 750 Divi- 
sion, with 273 players, I gave 
awards down to 8lst place. This 
year, 1 added grade level trophies. 
lcontinued the rating group med- 
als. I increased the school team 
_ltophies from five to eight and the 
lon-school clubs from one to two 


> —_ = ——— ee ———$_ —_— 
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trophies. I added a 
bughouse tournament on 
Friday night which Riley 
Hughes directed. Elliott 
Temple and Liam 
MacDermed won the over- 
all bughouse champion- 
ship out of 34 teams. Tro- 
phies were given in each 
school section and medals for each 
school grade. The same night, 
Hans Poschmann supervised 35 
blitz players. Chris Pascal took the 
top of three championship tro- 
phies with trophies provided to 
each school section winner and 
medals to the top in each grade. 

Since this was the 25th anni- 
versary of the tournament the tro- 
phies were silver and I special or- 
dered larger sizes then in years 
past. Budd Setzepfandt worked 
with me to create a distinctive 
and attractive logo from an idea 
provided by Frisco del Rosario. 
This was rendered beautifully on 
our commemorative boards, on 
special medals, on the T-shirts 
and on the programs and the pins 
that all the players received. 

The unexpected bonus that 
made this years tournament even 
more special for me was my son 
Micah winning the High School 
Championship and being named 
the California Chess State repre- 
sentative to the August 7-11 
Denker Tournament of State 
High School Champions to be held 
in St. Paul, Minnesota. 

While a few problems arose— 
don’t they always—the only major 
delay came about in the Saturday 
kindergarten through third grade 
sessions. Beginning with the 
first round, when one of our direc- 
tors had a senior moment and left 
17 reporting sheets in a different 
playing room, and continuing with 
some computer malfunctions. We 
found ourselves an hour behind 
schedule. I take responsibility for 
some of this delay as I only as- 
signed one computer operator— 
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Chess Scholastic GiiampiOnships 
Avery Special 25 Year Anniversary 


From left to ante 19 Co on eT ee 
Fisher-Kirshner, Jeffrey Lonsdale, 
Joe Lonsdale, Kevin Simler 





our best, David Gross. The num- 
ber of entries in the three divi- 
sions demanded at least two com- 
puters. 

Please forgive me for taking 
some space to name the tourna- 
ment directors and all the help- 
ers. They deserve their name in 
lights, not just print, for making 
things look easy and me look good. 
If I forgot someone, I sincerely beg 
your forgiveness—it was not in- 
tentional. 

Tournament Directors: Allan 
Fifield (Chief TD), David Gross, 
Robert Lee, Steve Seegmiller, 
Doug Shaker, Hans Poschmann, 
John McCumiskey, Bonnie Yost, 
Steve Simler, Sujay Roy, Prakash 
Narayan, Nick Ayala, Peter Brett, 
Mike Haun, Riley Hughes, Robert 
Blatt, Steve Kwan, Dennis Alfaro, 
Frisco del Rosario, Henry Vinerts, 
Richard Koepke, Chris Torres, Rob 
Nicholson, Larry Gibie, Diana 
Ong, Toby Kahn, May Plata, Rene 
Plata, Robert Carpenter, Cornelius 


Caprar Sales Table: Susan 
Fisher-Kirshner, Kim Ma, Leila 
Tseung 


Staff: Stephanie Blatt (Super- 
visor), Phoebe Chen, Kiran & Rita 
Buch, Lee Chen, Mamta Choksi, 
BJ Darr, Jenny Fang, Joanne Fang, 
Peter Hanson, John Hwa, Brian & 
Isa Iso, Somali Kumar, West 
Kurihara, Elizabeth Laufer, Patty 
Setzepfandt, Lydia Lee Elizabeth 
Karnazes, Athena, Jang, Joann 
Lin, Linda Loitz, Yizhi Lu, Ken Ma, 
May Miura,Tomoe Naoi, Lakshmi 
Palaniappan, Thamarai Ratnam, 
Ming Ho Rou, Lee Tay, Lilly Ting, 
Sunita Verma, Cyril Wang, Susan 
Luh, Fung-Mei Yang. 
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Mother and daughter enjoy the 
awards ceremony 
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Thank you Jay Blem from Na- 
tional Chess for your book and 
equipment store, Robert Snyder of 
Chess for Juniors for analyzing 
players games, Gary Kidgell for 
displaying your beautiful chess 
sets, Richard Shorman for your ex- 
cellent photographs and Chess 
Mentor for providing your learning 
program to all our winners. And 
now some of the results: 


High School Championship 
(K-12 Open) 
Ist Micah Fisher-Kirshner 
(1931) 6-0 
2ndEliott Temple (2035) 5-9 
Christopher Pascal (1846) 5-6 
Joe Lonsdale (1534) 5-6 
Michael Kai Lum (1560) 5-4 
David Petty (1540) 5-9 
Teams: 
Mission San Jose (Fremont) 19, 
Berkeley High School 15, 
Bellamine Prep (San Jose) 14 
Clubs: 
Berkeley Chess Club 16, 
Chess for Juniors 11.5 
As I wrote earlier, Micah’s vic- 
tory in the fifth round was a sur- 
prise, upsetting Jordy Mont- 
Reynaud. He defeated Elliott 
Temple in round six for the title. 
Granted, he has had an non- 
posted rating as high as 2086, but 
Jordy Mont-Reynaud (2340) came 
into the tournament rated 300 
points higher. Without Vinay Bhat 
(2475), who played at the Mechan- 


ics Institute in San Francisco to 
obtain (and I can happily report, 
got) his FIDE International Mas- 
ter norms, Jordy was the favorite. 
Vinay defeated Jordy in the last 
round of the two previous cham- 
pionships, preventing Jordy from 
representing CalChess at the 
Denker Tournament of High 
School Champions, one _ of 
America’s most prestigious tour- 
naments. This should have been 
Jordy’s year. While I was ecstatic 
for Micah (Micah’s commentary 
on the game follows this article), 
I felt very bad for Jordy. 

When I gave the school team 
award to Mission San Jose High 
School, I broke down in tears. I 
have known those boys since they 
were in first grade. They were the 
Blue Knights, a chess group 
funded by the Fremont Police De- 
partment. Richard Shorman 
taught them and they all were on 
the Top 50 list and Open State 
Champions at one time. They 
won the Junior High School Na- 
tional Championship when they 
were at Hopkins in 1996. Except 
for Micah, they had played very 
little chess since junior high 
school. They came back together 
for one last title before they head 
off to different colleges: Micah 
Fisher-Kirshner (Primary School 
Champion, 1989, Elementary 
School Co-Champion, 1992 & 
1994) is heading for the Elliott 
School of International Relations 
at George Washington University. 
Joe Lonsdale (Elementary School 
Co-Champion, 1993 and 1994) is 
off to Stanford. Kevin Simler (Pri- 
mary School Champion, 1991) will 
study Engineering at Berkeley. 
Eric Lin (Junior High School 
Champion, 1996), recently re- 
turned from a couple of years in 
Singapore, is on to CalTech for the 
Engineering program in the fall. 
I wish them all the best and hope 
they will continue to play some 
chess in future years. 


High School Junior Varsity 
(K-12 Under 950) 
lst Christopher Miller (unrated) 
a 
Bhairav Singh (unrated) 5.5 
3rd Phil Jouriles (908) 5-1 
Kaitlin Kirk (926) 5-1 





Mather Fisher (859) 5-0 
Teams: 
Biggs (near Chico) 15, 
Gunderson (San Jose) 14.5, 
Balboa (San Francisco) 13.5 
Clubs: 
Paladin Knightmares (Santa Cruy) 
17.5, Berkeley Chess School 16 

This was a new division this 
year and had 62 entries. The 
unrated’s had a field day with two 
of them receiving the title of Co- 
Champions. Biggs, from Northern 
California, brought down about 30 
competitors and did well in a 
number of divisions including the 
team championship here. The 
Paladin Knightmares were one of 
the few clubs to out point the Ber- 
keley Chess School in any of the 
sections. 


Junior High School 
Championship Division 
(K-8 Open) 

Ist Alen Melikadamyan(1814) 5.5 

2ndLev Pisarsky (1534) 5-1 
Adam Lischinsky (1810) 5-1 
Keith Yost (1750) 5-1 
Michael Pearson (1752) 5-1 

Teams: 

Bartlett Middle School 

(Porterville) 14, 

Hopkins (Fremont) 12.5, 

St. Marks School (San Rafael) 11.5 

Clubs: 

Berkeley Chess School 15.5, 

Chess For Juniors 11.5, 

Mechanics Institute 11.5 
In round hes Alen 

Melikadamyan of Chess for Jun- 
iors drew Matthew Ho (1920) to 
take first. Matthew had three 
draws in a row. With his reputa- 
tion and rating I cannot help but 
wonder if his opponents played for 
the draws. By the way, since Alen 
comes from Southern California, 
a separate state according to the 
United States Chess Federation, 
he cannot claim the title of 
CalChess Champion. Therefore, 
Lev Pisarasky, Adam Lischinsky, 
Keith Yost and Michael Pearson 
are Co-Champions. The last time 
Bartlett Middle School won the 
title was back in 1991. Hans 
Borm, their coach, has supported 
this tournament for many yealrs 
and always brings up competitive 
teams. I was glad to see them 
walk away with the big trophy. 
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Junior High School 
Junior Varsity Division 
(K-8 Under 850) 


re 


Art Wang awards a copy of 
Chess Mentor to the K-8 under 


850 winner, Major Castleberry 





Ist Major Castleberry(837) 6-0 

dndRyan Dooley (775) 5-1 
Michael Fischer (792) 5-1 
Philip Choi (unrated) 5-1 
Justin Kreibich(831) 5-1 
Brian Lau (785) 5-1 
Billy Klotz (808) 5-1 

Teams: 

St. Marks School (San Rafael) 17.5, 


’ Sunnyvale Middle 17, 


“= 


Emeryville Middle 14 
Clubs: 
Berkeley Chess School 15.5, 
Paladin Knightmares (Santa 
Cruz) 13.5 

I need to add one historic note 
lo the team championship. This 
was St. Marks 20th year of com- 
petition and their 20th champi- 
mship. At their first competition 
they also edged out Sunnyvale 
Middle School for the title. 


Elementary School 
Championship Division 
(K-6 Open) 

Ist Drake Wang (1605) 6-0 

2nd Daniel Schwarz (1429) 5-1 
Vanessa West (1512) 5-1 
Aaron Wilkowski (1048) 5-1 
Daichi Siegrist (1307) 5-1 
Ewelina Krubnik (1226) 5-1 
Ricky Yu (1205) 5-1 
Sharon Tseung (1056) 5-1 


| Teams: 
_ Weibel (Fremont) 18, Biggs 15, 





Mission San Jose (Fremont) 12, 
Forest Park 12 
Clubs: 
Mechanics Institute (San 
Francisco) 19.5, 
Berkeley Chess School 19.5 

In this division of 110 players, 
the favorite did win. Drake might 
have been’ challenged by 
Alexander Setzepfandt (1608), a 
fourth grader who decided to play 
up in the High School Division to 
obtain better games. He placed 
36th, a respectable showing. 





Next year’s organizers (Doug 
Shaker on left and Riley 
Hughes) behind the 6th grade 
winners 


Elementary School 
Junior Varsity Division 
(K-6 Under 750) 
lst Kristof Horompoly (unrated) 6-0 

Jonathan Jew (715) 6-0 

Carl Yang (652) 6-0 
Teams: 
Mission San Jose (Fremont) 21, 
Forest Park (Fremont) 20.5, 
St. Marks School (San Rafael) 18.5 
Clubs: 
Berkeley Chess School 17, 
Wisdom Chess 11.5 

This division began with 275 
players. Someone told me that we 
could have as many as eight 
champions after six rounds. 
Luckily, we only had three. If a 
seventh round had been played 
we might have reduced the win- 
ners to one or two. But, all are 
deserving of the title. Mission 
San Jose edged out their neigh- 
bor Forest Park for the state title. 


Primary School 
Championship Division 
(K-3 Open) 
Ist Andres Fuentes-Afflick 
(1020) 5-0 
Tyrone Plata (967) 5-0 
3rd Melinda West (1075) 4-1 
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Tyrone Plata and Andres | 
Fuentes-Afflick, co-champions 
K-3 open 


Corey Chang (900) 4-1 

Hans Tsai (952) 4-1 

Joshua Shaham (1089) 4-1 

Alvin Cheng (871) 4-1 

Brent Yamada (1018) 4-1 

Tatsuro Yamamura (782) 4-1 

Tau Jeng (862) 4-1 

Keith Moffat (799) 4-1 
Teams: 

Weibel (Fremont) 14, 

St. Marks School (San Rafael) 11.5, 
Mission San Jose (Fremont) 10 
Clubs: 

Wisdom Chess (Fremont) 16, 
Berkeley Chess School 15.5 

Our co-champions in this di- 
vision of 68 players could be 
twins—no, not in looks, but in 
their warm, pleasant and mellow 
personalities. I have seen them 
play with the continued support of 
their parents for the last three 
years. I am sure there will be 
many more years that they will 
share numerous victories and a 
few defeats. 

Weibel had a clear victory in 
this year’s Primary Champion- 
ship Division, bringing their total 
wins in this section to five—one 
more then Mission San Jose. 
When Elizabeth Shaughnessy, 
came to obtain one of her few sec- 
ond place trophies for the Berke- 
ley Chess School, she wanted to 
know who beat her club. I re- 
minded her that the winner, Wis- 
dom Chess, is a new club and an 
offspring of the Weibel program in 
Fremont. Their players helped 
Weibel defeat the Berkeley Bish- 
ops in this year’s dual match. 
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Numerous people spent time 
trying to solve Hans 
Poschmann’s chess problem on 
Saturday. The winner of a copy 
of Chess Mentor was Jonathan 
Jew. 


Primary School 
Junior Varsity Division 
(K-3 Under 600) 
lst Sally Freeman (514) 5-0 
Daniel Wong (unrated) 5-0 
Jaren Feeley (unrated) 5-0 
Zhou Wu (unrated) 5-0 
Teams: 
Weibel (Fremont) 16, 
Argonaut (Saratoga), 
Blossom Hill (Los Gatos) 
Clubs: 
Berkeley Chess School 17, 
Windsor Chess 9.5 
One Hundred and seventy four 
players contested this division. 
We obviously could have used a 
sixth and seventh round to reduce 
the number of champions. How- 
ever, why not spread the glory 
around. 


Kindergarten Division 
lst Donald Livingston (847) 5-0 
2ndKevin Hsu (960) 4-0 

Marie Huff (202) 4-0 

Richard Livingston (794) 4-0 

Alan Hwang (627) 4-0 

Forty children entered this 
section with some as young as 
four years old. Wow! A few can 
even play good chess. They all 
seemed to have a great time and 
we seldom saw two Kings alone on 
the board fighting to checkmate. 
Everyone in this division received 
a trophy. We do not have Kinder- 
garten teams or clubs—I hope the 
reason is obvious. 

If you want to see a more com- 
plete list of the results and a few 
photographs, go to http:// 
CalChess.webjump.com/ 
ResultsOO.html. Finally, I want to 
thank everyone for their over- 





whelming support over the last 
five years. I may have organized 
the tournament, but you made the 
CalChess State Scholastic Cham- 
pionships great. This 25th Anni- 
versary Special will remain a 
positive memory for the remain- 
der of my life. No, I will not leave 
scholastic chess. I will continue 


on as the CalChess Scholastic 
Chair, maintain the websites and 
provide a few small tournaments 
during the year. 

passions burning. 


Keep the chess 
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State K-12 Open Champion 
Michah Kirshner is all smiles 
with his 50 inch trophy. 


Mont-Reynaud,J (2365) - 
isher-Kirshner,M (1930) [E73] 
Santa Clara (5), 2000 
Notes by Micah Fisher-Kirshner 

1.44 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 
4.e4 d6 5.Be2 0-0 6.Bg5 Nbd7 
7.h4 h5 8.Rel At this point I was 
out of book. 8...c5 9.d5 Ne5 10.Nf3 
Nfg4 11.Nd2 Bh6 [11...Bf6 12.Bf4 
Kh7 13.f3 Nh6 14.Bxh6 Kxh6 15.g4 
With an advantage for white.] 
12.Nfl threatening f3 
eS 
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12...f{6 13.Bxh6 [13.Bd2 Bxqo, 
14.Qxd2 Kh7+] 13...Nxh6 14.Qq9 
95 minutes left 14...Kh7 42 mip. 
utes left 15.Ng3 Bg4 | figured tha; 
if he played f8 my bishop would 0 
back to d7 making him have a 
rather delayed position to advance 
his pawns. 16.0-O Qc8 17.f4 
[17.f{3 Bd7 18.f4 +=] 17...Bxe9 
18.Ncxe2 Neg4 19.f5 35 minutes 
left 19...gxf5 21 minutes lef 
20.Nxf5 At this point | thought | 
was basically going to lose a tough 
fight with Nf5, until I found that | 
could play Qe8 with some play, 
20...Qe8!? [20...Nxf5? 21.Rxf5 Qeg 
22.Nf4 Rh8& 23.Rxh5+ Kg7+- 
21.Nf4?! Tremendously better 
was Ng3 then followed by Nf4 plac- 
ing both knights on my h-pawn, 
21...Nxf5 22.exf5 Now the posi- 
tion is closed again, exactly what 
I needed to protect my king. 
22...Rg8 23.Qe2 This forces my 
king to h6 so I can move my 
knight back to e5. 23...Kh6 
24.Ng6 16 minutes left 24...Ne5 
9 minutes left 25.Qe3+ Kh7 
26.Nxe5 fxe5 
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27.Qe4? Qd3 was the best move 
here, so I could not move my rook 
out onto the g4 square. 27...Rgaé! 
28.Qc2 Kg7 29.Rf3 12 minutes 
left 29...Kf6! My king is now sol- 
idly safe on f6. (5 minutes left) 
30.Qb3 I was expecting Qd2 fore- 
ing my queen to h8 followed by 
bringing my queen’s rook to g8. 
30...Qg8 31.Rc2 b6 32.Qb5 Rd8 
A must to play. [32...Rxh4 33.Qd7 
Qg4 34.Qe6+ Kg7 35.f6+ exf6 
36.Qxf6+ Kh7 With an extremely 
hard endgame for me to win] 
33.a4 Rxh4 34.a5 Qg4 35.axb6 
Around here Jordy is in time 
trouble 35...axb6 36.Qa4 
[36.Qxb6!? Qd4+ 37.Rcf2 Rad 
38.Ra3 Rf4 39.Kh2 Qxf2 40.Qb3 
Rh4+ 41.Qh3 Rxh3+ 42.Rxh3 Rg8 
43.Rg3 Qxg3+ 44.Kg1 Qxg2#l 
36...Qd4+ 37.Rcf2 Re4 38.Qc2 
[38.Qb3?? Rel+ 39.Kh2 ae 
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Photos of the 25” State Scholastics 


steve Cohen ao 5s 





Drake Wang (front, r.) and 
Daniel Schwarz (behind 
| Drake) moving in unison 
| on Boards 1 & 2 in the K-6 
Championship. 


Aproud mother with a well- 
known area champ, Ahmad — gy - 
‘Moghadam, wishing him Je | 
| luck before his final round. Rigas 


) Richard Shorman, 
_ photographer! 





| chou Wu deep in thought on his 
way to a last round victory for a 
| perfect 6-O in the K-3 JV section. 





lop Boards of the final round in the K-3 champion- 
thip. Andres Fuetes-Afflick commands the top board 
while Tyrone Plata tries to defend against Corey 
Chang, 








Berkeley Chess Club’s 
Ewelina Krubnik and Aaron 
Wilkowski both defending as 
Black against other team- 
mates. 






K-6 JV co-champion 
Kritoff Horompoly in 
his first USCF event. 
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Tournament K-12 Champion, Michah Fisher- 
Kirshner, shown here on the way to a final round 
victory over Elliot Temple. 
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Despite an injury to to 
his collarbone a few days 
before the event, Corey 
Chang perservered his | 
way to a 5-1 perfor- 
mance. 





Chris Miller (l., a 9 
grader) gave away a win- 
ning position on a “touch- § 
move” situation. Chris 
kept his head to fight to 
a draw to become co- 
champion in the K-12 JV 
section. 
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by 
Tom Dorsch 
Photos by Dennis Wajckus 


George Koltanowski was born 
September 17, 1903, in Antwerp, 
Belgium, into a family with five 
older brothers. His father worked 
at Antwerp’s famous Diamond 
Bourse, the largest diamond ex- 
change in the world. Koltanowski 
learned chess at home. It was a 
favorite of his rigidly orthodox Jew- 
ish household, “because it was the 
only game allowed by the rabbi on 
the Sabbath.” By his own account, 
he was not an immediate success 
at the game. His father would 
take him to the Bourse with his 
older brothers, but he did not 
stand out as a player—at first. 

A story he liked to tell is that 
his breakthrough occurred as a 
result of a blow to the head! He 
was playing on the street, around 
the corner from his house, when 
a line of Catholic nuns came up 
the street. Just as they ap- 
proached young Koltanowski, the 
last nun in the queue tripped, and 
pushed all the other nuns down. 
The lead nun fell on the young boy, 
knocking his head against the 
edge of a stone step, and opening 
a scalp wound that bled profusely. 
All his life, he could still point to a 
depression along the top of his 
forehead, and say that it was the 
result of this accident when he 
was about eleven years old. 

The mortified nun escorted 
the boy to a hospital, where he 
was sewn up. After that, she took 
an interest in the boy, and would 
escort him to the Bourse to play 
chess. She was responsible for 
his introduction to the larger world 
of organized chess by taking him 
to the Antwerp Chess Club. As 
Koltanowski told the story, almost 
immediately after his accident, 
his powers of analysis and under- 
standing exploded. Whereas be- 
fore he had had mediocre results 
against the other players at the 


Bourse, after the accident he was 
able to “wipe the board” of the 
“beards,” the orthodox Jews, and 
lost only to a few of the men with- 
out beards, among them Harrwitz, 
champion of Antwerp. 

Not long after the nun, Sister 
Margaretha, began to take him to 
the Antwerp Club, he was able to 
play even on a level with Harrwitz. 
In gratitude for this patronage, 
Koltanowski throughout his life, 
when he was on tour, would send 
a box of candy to a nunnery in any 
city he visited, in memory of Sis- 
ter Margaretha. 

Koltanowski’s blindfold career, 
the area in chess where he 
achieved his greatest fame, 
started during one of these excur- 
sions to the Antwerp Club. He 
was already the top player at the 
club, when an exhibition of blind- 
fold chess was scheduled for vis- 
iting Hungarian master Gjula 
Breyer. In the first part of this 
century, blindfold exhibitions were 
a regular part of the repertoire of 
many traveling masters. 

After the performance, the 
youthful Koltanowski bragged to 
his clubmates that he could eas- 
ily do as well. Challenged to make 
good his boast, they set up a five- 
board exhibition, and Koltanowski 
got confused, lost track of the 
scores, and did horribly. After 
that, he was taunted as “the blind- 
fold champion” by some of the club 
members, and these taunts mo- 
tivated him to concentrate on his 
blindfold skills. He was soon able 
to play blindfold chess extremely 
well, and to erase any memory of 
his first failed effort. 

A second leap forward occurred 
during a visit to England during 
his young adulthood when he 
stepped on a rusty nail and got a 
severe tetanus infection. At one 
point, the doctors recommended 
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George Kolfanowski: .4 Great Person 





George making a point to Marian 
Wajckus 


that his leg be amputated, but he 
steadfastly refused. Instead, a 
doctor from India did extensive 
experimental surgery to save the 
leg, and, after a period of extended 
hospitalization, the young man 
recovered completely.D uring 
this long period in the hospital, 
Koltanowski honed his blindfold 
skills by playing and replaying 
games without a chess board. Be- 
fore long, he was one of the best 
in the world at play sans voir. 
His first excursions outside of 
Belgium to compete came in 1924, 
when he was 21, just after he had 
completed his mandatory military 
service in the Belgian army. His 
first invitational event in Meran, 
Italy, placed him eleventh ina 
strong field that included 
Gruenfeld, Spielman, Rubinstein, 
Tarrasch, and Colle, the Belgian 
champion. Until his untimely 
deat “iIn’  1931,*" Coulee => 
Koltanowski’s chief rival. After 
the death of Colle, Koltanowski 
pledged to the Belgian Chess Fed: 
eration that he would do all he 
could to preserve the memory of 
Edgar Colle by promoting the open- 
ing named after him. This is 4 
pledge Koltanowski fulfilled. 
His next event was the Paris 
International, held in conjunction 
with the Olympic games. At that 
event, Alekhine formed a “players 
union” among the participants. 
This organization evolved into 
FIDE (hence the French name), 
and 21-year-old George 
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Koltanowski was a founding mem- 
per. At this event, he showed 
srong improvement, finishing 
tied for fourth place. 

Koltanowski’s blindfold exploits 
were so well-received, and he had 
such a natural gift as a showman, 
that he was able to abandon the 
family business, which he dis- 
liked, and concentrate on chess. 
He achieved world renown for his 
pursuit of the record for most 
blindfold games played simulta- 
neously. It was particularly note- 
worthy because his rival for the 
record was none other than the 
champion, Alexander 
Alekhine, who held the record by 
playing twenty-eight games si- 
multaneously blindfolded. 

Records are made to be bro- 
ken, and Koltanowski determined 
to demonstrate his complete mas- 
tery of this aspect of the game by 
setting a world record. The Bel- 
gan Chess Association agreed to 
sponsor the effort, and 
Koltanowski succeeded in raising 
the record to thirty games. 
Mekhine retaliated by a year later 
by breaking the record again, this 
time playing thirty-two games. A 
healthy and friendly rivalry grew 
between the two Masters, and 
they even gave some tandem 


' blindfold simultaneous exhibi- 


/ teach even higher. 


tions together. Alekhine is said 
to have remarked that 
Koltanowski is “the second-best 
blindfold player in the world!” 
Koltanowski knew he had to 
Intrigued by 


this competition, the Edinburgh 


' (Scotland) Chess Club offered 


Koltanowski the then-astronomi- 


| cal fee of £1000 to set a new world 


record of thirty-four games played 
simultaneously blindfold. It was 
the biggest prize in chess at the 
lime, and a huge fee during the 
worldwide depression of the 1930s. 

Traveling to Scotland, 
Koltanowski trained for a full year, 
and on the occasion of his thirty- 
lourth birthday in 1937 he accom- 
plished the feat of playing thirty- 
ur games simultaneously blind- 
ld under strict supervision and 
Control. This feat was so extraor- 
dinary and so difficult that blind- 
ld exhibitions, once a staple, vir- 


tually disappeared from the shows 
of traveling masters afterward, 
because there was no way that 
they could compete with this ac- 
complishment. 

It is still generally accepted 
that this record stands today, more 
than sixty years later. Two sub- 
sequent attempts to break it, one 
by Najdorf in 1948, and one by the 
Hungarian Fleisch, have not sur- 
vived close scrutiny. Najdorf was 
allowed to write down his moves 
to assist his memory, and he later 
admitted to Koltanowski that the 
exhibition was an effort to gener- 
ate publicity, to try to make it 
known to any surviving relatives 
in Europe that he was alive in 
South America. The exhibition 
by Fleisch was repudiated by his 
own Federation, because many of 
the players resigned after a few 
moves. 

During most of the 1930s, af- 
ter he had left his native Belgium, 
Koltanowski toured, exploiting his 
fame as world champion of blind- 
fold chess. His headquarters at 
that time was Madrid, but when 
the Spanish Civil War started, he 
had to leave the country to avoid 
the hostilities, leaving behind his 
extensive collection of chess lit- 
erature. It was during this time 
that he achieved his greatest suc- 
cesses in international tourna- 
ments, tying for first at Barcelona 
1934 (with Tartakower and 
Lilienthal) and Barcelona 1935 
(tied with Flohr, whom he de- 
feated in their individual game). 
Although he played in top inter- 
national events during this time, 
and on the basis of these results 
was given the IM and GM titles 
after the war, he made much 
more money touring and giving 
shows than he did playing in tour- 
naments, and he focused little on 
competitive chess. 

He was giving a show in Aus- 
tria - ‘the’ night” -béfore. “the 
Anschluss, the German occupa- 
tion, and was able to cross the 
Swiss border just in time to avoid 
being caught up in that struggle. 
In 1939, just as war was breaking 
out in Europe, he was traveling 
toward the Olympics in Buenos 
Aires, giving shows. He stopped 


in Guatemala, where the leader 
of the military junta that ruled 
the country at the time was a 
chessplayer. He sat out the war 
giving shows and lessons to 
friends of the dictator. 

After the war, he was able to 
make his way to Cuba, ostensibly 
to play in a chess tournament, but 
really he wanted to make sure 
that his friend, the dictator, would 
allow him to leave Guatemala! 
When he got to Havana, he im- 
mediately traveled to New York. 
His father, his strongest supporter 
in his decision to abandon the 
family business in favor of a chess 
career, died in 1935 while he was 
in Spain. His mother, his 
younger brother, and most of his 
relatives perished in the Holo- 
caust. 

Koltanowski was immediately 
able to get job cutting diamonds 
for $300 per week, at that time 
an extremely good salary. But he 
hated it. Again he took the cou- 
rageous step of abandoning a safe 
career to make a living by his 
wits. A friend in Canada, whom 
he met through one of his surviv- 
ing brothers, first suggested to 
him the idea of a “Knight’s Tour.” 
He would make the knight move 
to every square of the board, 
touching each square only once, 
and make all the moves blindfold. 
It made for a delightful perfor- 
mance, and he constantly en- 
hanced it, allowing members of 
the audience to choose the start- 
ing square at random, and even- 
tually placing a name or number 
on each square that he would 
have to recall when the knight hit 
that square. Some of these feats 
were quite impressive. He was 
using serial numbers from dollar 
bills, telephone numbers, names 
of cities, names of individuals, all 
suggested by members of the au- 
dience and then recalled after a 
few minutes of memorization. At 
the Paul Masson tournament of 
1980, he did three boards con- 
secutively, memorizing bits of in- 
formation and repeating them as 
the knight touched each of the 192 
squares. 

At the same time, he spun 
anecdotes of his encounters with 
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the greats of the chessworld— 
Alekhine, Capablanca, Euwe and 
all the others he knew personally 
and had played against, recounted 
positions of fascinating complex- 
ity, and told jokes—he had a mar- 
velous sense of humor. He toured 
for forty years with these perfor- 
mances, giving lectures and si- 
multaneous exhibitions all over 
this country and throughout Eu- 
rope. He was, simply put, the most 
prodigious organizer of chess this 
country has ever seen. 

One of his great innovations 
was the Swiss system (so named 
because he developed it in con- 
junction with Grob), which allows 
a group of any size to play a tour- 
nament of just a few rounds and 
still determine a winner. It revo- 
lutionized chess in this country. 
Koltanowski was America’s pre- 
miere tournament director, and 
presided at more than twenty US 
Opens and dozens of other cham- 
pionship events of national and 
international character. 

He established an organiza- 
tion, Chess Friends of Northern 
California, in his adopted region 
of San Francisco, and grew it into 
one of the largest such organiza- 
tions in the country. In the ‘70s, 
an old friend from the Sacramento 
area, Lt. Col. Ed Edmonson, took 
over as leader of the United States 
Chess Federation in New York, 
and he was able to persuade 
Koltanowski to devote his efforts 
primarily to the national group. 
Koltanowski served nine years on 
the USCF Policy Board, as vice- 
president (‘72-’75), president (‘75- 
'78), and past president (‘78-’81). 

His syndicated newspaper col- 
umn became another legend. He 
started writing for the San Fran- 
cisco Chronicle daily—seven 
times per week—in 1948, and 
never missed a column for fifty- 
two years—over 19,000 published 
columns. It was the longest-run- 
ning chess column in the world, 
and the only daily column in the 
United States. 

Next :¢0),.chess), the dove ‘of 
Koltanowski’s life was his wife 
Leah. They met on a blind date 
in 1947. Koltanowski found a life 
partner and soulmate that fully 


epitomized the phrase that behind 
every great man there is a great 
woman. Although she did not play 
chess, she complemented him 


4s wal 


Leah proudly displays George’s 
USCF Lifetime Award 


perfectly. Koltanowski, despite 
his world-famous memory, could 
be quite absent-minded. Leah was 
a model of efficiency. She ran the 
household, keeping track of the 
infinite number of details of 
scheduling, public contact, and 
income that are the essential in- 
gredient of a self-employed man, 
and this efficient administration 
of the all-important details left 
Koltanowski free to concentrate 
on his chess work. 

I have never met a man who 
had more vigor or a more inquir- 
ing mind. Even in his mid-nine- 
ties, he would greet me as I came 
in the door with, “Tom, let’s give 
some shows.” And he was seri- 
ous! We had to talk him out of 
going to Paris last year to cel- 
ebrate the 75th anniversary of 
FIDE, because he was really not 
strong enough to make the trip. 
But it took some convincing! 

Throughout it all, Koltanowski 
preserved the manners and de- 
meanor of a true old-world gentle- 
man. Sometimes, he gave the im- 
pression that he was curt, but that 








was because he suffered from de. 
teriorating hearing all his life, , 
consequence, he said, of damage 
suffered on a Belgian firing range 
during his military service. He 
was virtually deaf in his left ear 
and had profound hearing loss ip 
his right ear. He wore a hearing 
aid, but as he grew older, it be. 
came more difficult for him to yp- 
derstand things that were said 
Rather than use his bad hearing 
as an excuse, he learned to com- 
pensate in various ways. Yet | 
have heard criticisms from some 
chessplayers that he ignored 
them or snubbed them. That was 
never the case, it just happened 
that often he was unable to hear 
their questions. 

Leah liked to joke that “George 
put on his necktie to go to the 
bathroom,” but he was extremely 
fastidious in his public appear- 
ance. He would not buy a suit off 
the rack, all of the suits he wore 
were custom tailored at fine shops 
in San Francisco, New York, and 
London. He would only wear 
Florsheim shoes. He was particu- 
larly fond of jokes, and he had a 
million of them. One of the things 
that made his shows so entertain- 
ing was his store of stories, most 
of them humorous. He loved to 
laugh. 

Of course, he was always 
asked two things: what is the se- 
cret to your magnificent memory, 
and what is the secret to your 
great longevity? I’m convinced 
that he never really understood 
the biological nature of his gift. 
But he had the classic explana- 
tion of a photographic memory— 
he would say that once he had 
seen something, “it was like I had 
a phonograph record in my mind.’ 

His robust health was another 
mystery. Sickly as a child, he 
seemed to have every risk factor 
know to modern medicine—he 
was overweight, he smoked ciga- 
rettes, then cigars, for forty years, 
he did not exercise, and he ate ev- 
erything—he had a _ particular 
fondness for chocolates (although 
he was diagnosed as mildly dia- 
betic and took medicine to con: 
trol it for thirty years) and ale 

Contiued on page 26 
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% My Friend G 
ae U Friel eorge 
e Se- by 
= Dennis M. Wajckus 
a My wife Marian and I attended the Memorial Service for George Koltanowski conducted in San 
sift. Francisco on Sunday, March 26th. Many friends and relatives spoke about George and had us laughing 
ana. _ | With stories about his appetite and how he kept his latest chess promotion plans from his wife Leah and 
ry _|Many other memories. 
had | Two of the things that will always stand out about George in my mind were his generosity and fine 
Hal sense of humor. These are traits that George held onto till the end. Both of these characteristics were 
ind.’ demonstrated the last time I had the privilege of visiting George at his home in San Francisco in August 
—a 
ae | Marian and I had attended a USDA Market News conference in Oakland and made it across the 
ctor | | bfidge to San Francisco to spend a few hours with our friends Leah and George. During our visit George 
the started handing me books and magazines on chess that were clear that he had been looking through 
siga- himself. “You have this one? How about this book?” I hardly knew what to say. George willingly 
sar, autographed a number of books for me that I had brought along even though it was obvious he was not 
»ey- | Having one of his better health dayse. 
ular | George of course claimed to be quite an expert on chocolate candy. Shortly before we were to 
ugh | teturn to Fresno he handed Marian a box of chocolate candy and said “this is pretty good even by Koltanowski 
dia- Standards.” He added after looking me over (I’m almost twice Marian’s size) and then looking back at 
con- Marian, “I hope you get some of this candy! Then he kept giving me the eye and shaking his head. 
ate After we got home Marian would offer me a piece of the candy she got from George. I would refuse; 
re 26 ‘George gave those to you.” The sad part is that I never got a chance to tell George that Marian ate the 
ees Whole box. However, I’m sure he would have been shocked and pleased to learn about that. 
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Almost everybody has a favor- 
ite Koltanowski story. Here is 
mine: 

I first met George Koltanowski 
at the 1959 US Open in Omaha, 
when I was 14 years old. I arrived 
at the tournament seven rounds 
late. Every Summer, my mother, 
who was originally from Iowa, 
drove us to Creston, Iowa to meet 
our relatives. I was able to go 100 
miles further to Omaha to play in 
the last part of the US Open. 

Koltanowski said that I was too 
late and could not enter the tour- 
nament. However, a chess player 
rom Virginia named Phil Morrell 
talked him into letting me play. 
Kolty gave me a bye for my first 
game, which was round 7, and 
then I scored 2 1/2 in the remain- 
ing four rounds, defeating 
chess luminary E. Forry Laucks. 

Years later, at the 1966 US 
Open in Seattle, Peter Cleghorn 
was among the leaders. Cleghorn 
was a terrific player who could 
have been a grandmaster, but he 
tended to live in areas where not 
much chess was played. Cleghorn 
was already at least a 2300 player 
when he played his first rated 
game of chess. 

In the 1966 US Open in Se- 
attle, Cleghorn was _ playing 
Grandmaster Benko. An endgame 
was reached with a locked pawn 
structure. Koltanowski, who was 
the director of every US Open from 
1946 until the late 1970s, came 
to the board with a sealed move 
envelope. Since sealed move en- 


Sixty-one years ago as a lad of 
twelve, I played in my first chess 
tournament which was directed 
by George Koltanowski. He had 
been hired by the city of Milwau- 
kee to tech chess to school chil- 
dren during their summer vaca- 
tion. 


ly Koltanowski Story 


Sam Sloan 


velopes are no longer used in this 
age of computers, I need to ex- 
plain that when a game was ad- 
journed for the night, one player 
would seal his move in an enve- 
lope, which would be opened the 
next day when play was resumed. 
In this way, each player would 
know what his own last move was 
and would not know what his 
opponent’s next move would be. 

Koltanowski did not give more 
than a quick glance at the posi- 
tion on the board. After the move 
had been sealed and Koltanowski 
had taken the envelope, I and sev- 
eral others analyzed the position 
with Cleghorn. The result of our 
analysis was that Cleghorn had a 
win. If Benko’s king moved to the 
right, Cleghorn’s king would go to 
the left and break through and 
win. On the other hand, if Benko’s 
king moved to the left, then 
Cleghorn’s king would go to the 
right and break through and win. 
We analyzed for well over an hour 
and nobody could find a way for 
Benko to hold a draw. 

After almost everyone had dis- 
bursed, I went up to Koltanowski, 
who was sitting at the tourna- 
ment director’s table planning the 
pairings for the next round. I hap- 
pened to say something about the 
Benko-Cleghorn game. 
Koltanowski said, “The game is a 
draw.” 

“What do you mean?,” I said. 
“We just analyzed the position for 
over an hour and Cleghorn wins 
in all variations. If Benko’s king 


ITlemories of Kolty 


Don Lieberman, M.D. 

Fast forward to 1965 when I 
played in my first tournament in 
the Bay Area which was again di- 
rected by George. I approached 
him and said, “Kolty, you taught 
me to play better chess back in 
1938 in Milwaukee.” His quick 
response was classic Kolty, “Don’t 





goes to the right, Cleghorn’s king 
goes to the left and wins, jf 
Benko’s king goes to the left 
Cleghorn’s king goes to the right 
and wins. No matter where 
Benko’s king goes, Cleghor 
wins. 

“Yes,” Koltanowski said. “But 
what if Benko’s king does not 
move at all? What if it stays ex. 
actly where it is?” 

We went back and looked. 
Koltanowski was right. If Benko’s 
king just marked time in the 
middle and waited for Cleghorn to 
take aggressive action, there was 
no way for Cleghorn to win. If 
Cleghorn’s king went right, 
Benko’s king also went right. If 
Cleghorn’s king went left, Benko's 
king also went left. In either case, 
Benko’s king would arrive just in 
time to stop Cleghorn from break- 
ing through. Benko had long since 
gone to his hotel room to analyze 
the position himself. 

The next morning, the play- 
ers came down and sat down to 
play. Koltanowski opened the 
sealed move envelope. The sealed 
move was played on the board and 
the clock was started. Benko 
moved his king to the right. 
Cleghorn moved his king to the 
left. Cleghorn’s’ king broke 
through and won the game. 
Grandmaster Benko had not seen 
a drawing idea which Koltanowski 
had seen in just a brief glance al 
the board, while receiving the 
sealed move envelope. 


remind me how old I am!” 

Happily for all of us who were 
very fond of George, he remained 
the “Dean of American Chess” for 
thirty-five more years, setting 4 
record for distinguished service 
that will never be equaled. 
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| Place 


 |st-3rd 


Ist-3rd 


Fischer Prize #1 


| Fischer Prize #2 


Pillsbury Prize #1 
Pillsbury Prize #2 


Morphy Prize #1 
Morphy Prize #2 


| 

Upset Prizes 

| Round 1 

| Round 2 

| Round 3 

- Round 4 

| Round 5 

| Round 6 
Round 7 


Mechanics Insitute Chess Club 


Alex Shabalov 
Alex Yermolinsky 


Jann Ehlvest 


Rogelio Barcenilla 
Guillermo Rey 


Igor Ivanov 


Gregg Small 
Richard Lobo 
Aaron Stearns 
David Pruess 


Tigran Iskhanov 


William Longren 
Bela Evans 


Mariano Acosta 


Zoran Lazetich 
Mark Pinto 

Carl Haessler 
Aaron Stearns 
William Longren 
William Longren 
William Longren 


The Frisco Masters 


March 31-April 3, 2000 


Prize 


$2000 
$2000 
$2000 


$1000 
$250 
$250 


$800 
$100 
$100 
$100 
$100 


S600 
$150 
$150 


S50 
S50 
S50 
S50 
S50 
$50 
S50 


| Assistant Directors: Steve Brandwein, John Donaldson & Alan Glasscoe 


Report by Chief T.D. Mike Goodall 


a  —  — ————— 
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Vinay Bhat scores IM title 


at the 


Val Zemitis International 


By 
IM John Donaldson 


April 5th 

Dana Reizniece, David 
Pruess and IM Zoran Ilic jumped 
into the lead after round one of 
the Zemitis International. 
Reizniece, a 19-year-old 
Women’s International Master 
from Riga, Latvia, defeated 15- 
year-old Vinay Bhat in his favor- 
ite Closed Sicilian in excellent 
style. Meanwhile, Ilic, who suf- 
fered a painful O-2 on the last 
day of the Friscon Masters, 
showed his mettle by defeating 
the tough junior Hary Akopian of 
Los Angeles. Cal Berkeley stu- 
dent David Pruess made his in- 
ternational debut a successfull 
one by turning back SF veteran 
master Richard Lobo. 


White: Pruess, D. (2228) 
Black: Lobo, R (2300) 
[ECO B62] 


1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 d6 3. d4 cxd4 4. 
Nxd4 Nf6 5. Nc3 Nc6 6. Bg5 e6 7. 
Bb5 Bd7 8. Bxc6 bxc6 9. QOf3 Qad 
10. h4 Be7 11. Nb3 Qc7 12. O-O-O 
O-O 13. e5 dxe5 14. Ne4 Ndb5 15. 
Bxe7 Nxe7 16. Ng5 Nd5d 17. Qd3 e4 
18. Nxe4 Bc8 19. c4 Nb4 20. Qd2 
cS 21. Nexc5 Rb8 22. Qd6 Qxd6 23. 
Rxd6 Nxa2+ 24. Kd2 e5 25. Ral Nb4 
26. Kce3 Bfd 27. Ra4 Rb6 28. Rxb6 
axb6 29. Kxb4 bxc5+ 30. Kxc5 f6 
31. Nad Rd8 32. b4 Rd2 33. b5 Rxf2 
34. b6 Be4 35. Nc6 Rb2 36. Rb4 
Rxb4 37. Nxb4 1-0 


April 6th 

The second round of the Val 
Zemitis IM norm tournament 
saw several norm hunters 
chances set back. 19-year-old 
Latvian WIM Dana Reizniece 
lost to IM Guillermo Rey, while 


local favorite Richard Lobo was 
beaten by Harry Akopian of Los 
Angeles. Second seeded Levon 
Altounian (2438) is off to a good 
start with a first round draw with 
IM Altin Cela (2527) and a sec- 
ond round victory over WIM 
Camilla Baginskaite. IMs Ilic 
and Cela made a quick draw in 
the “Battle of the Balkans”. 


White: Altounian, L.(2438) 
Black: Baginskaite, C. (2240) 
[ECO E97] 


1. Nf3 Nf6 2. c4 g6 3. Nc3 Bg7 
4.e4 d6 5. d4 O-O 6. Be2 e5 7. O-O 
Nc6 8. dxe5 dxe5 9. Bg5 Qxd1 10. 
Rfxd1 Bg4 11. Rd3 Bxf3 12. Bxf3 
Nd4 13. Nd5 Nxd5 14. exd5 c6 15. 
dxc6 bxc6 16. Rel a5 17. Bdl Rfb8 
18. b3 Bf8 19. Be3 c5 20. Kfl h5 
21. Rce4 Rb4 22. Rdc3 Rab8 23. Kel 
Rxc4 24. Rxc4 Rb4 25. Bd2 Rb7 26. 
Bxad Ra7 27. Ra4 Nc6 28. Bc3 Rxa4 
29. bxa4 c4 30. Be2 Bb4 31. Bxb4 
Nxb4 32. Bxc4 Kf8 33. Bd5 Ke7 34. 
ad f6 35. a3 Na6 36. Bb7 1-0 


April 7th 

Action heated up in round 
three of the Val Zemitis Interna- 
tional with four of the five games 
decisive. The big shocker was 
Cela-Lobo where White blun- 
dered into a mate with 
23.cxb5??. To be fair Black was 
already doing very well and 
might have had something 
stronger a few moves before. 19- 
year-old Dana Reizniece of Latvia 
scored her second victory with 
the Black pieces when UC Ber- 
keley student David Pruess 
pushed too hard. The shortest 
decisive game of the event so far 
is Bhat-Ilic (preplayed from 


round 8) where the San Jose 
youngster followed recent 
theory (12.Nd5!) after the mis. 
take 10...Be7. Black could have 
put up more resistance with 
17...Kfs. 


White: Cela, A. (2527) 
Black: Lobo, R. (2300) 
[ECO C10] 


1. e4 e6 2. d4 dd 3. Nd2 dxe4 4, 
Nxe4 Nd7 5. Nf3 Ngf6 6. Bd3 Be7 
7. Nxf6+ Nxf6 8. Qe2 O-O 9. Bd2 bé 
10. g4 Bb7 11. Rgl Qd5 12. Rg3 96 
13. c4 Qd6 14. O-O-O c5 15. dxc5 
Qxc5 16. Bc3 Rac8 17. Ned Rfd8 
18. Rh3 b5 19. g5 Rxd3 20. Rhxd3 
Ne4 21. Bd4 Bxg5+ 22. Kb1 Qc7 23, 
cxb5 Qcl+ 0-1 


April 8th 

Four Rounds into the 
Zemitis International the early 
leader is San Francisco IM 
Guillermo Rey with 3 from 4, 
closely followed by IM Zoran llic 
(3/5 - he has an extra game, 
Bhat-Ilic from round 8), SM 
Levon Altounian, Dana 
Reizniece and Harry Akopian. All 
those on 2 1/2 are aiming at 6 
points from 9, the magical score 
needed for an IM norm. There 
were no decisive games in round 
four, but it was not from lack of 
trying Bhat-Cela saw White 
pressing for much of the game, 
and Altounian must be wonder- 
ing if extra pawns count for any- 
thing in endgames involving Op 
posite colored Bishops. He 
couldn’t win against Cela in 
round one and today Reizniece 
was able to save the day with 
active play on the dark squares 


css lsc iis Sl lcs less ce i i ls ce ES Ee 
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White: Reizniece, D. (2259) 
Black: Altounian, L. (2438) 
[ECO A21] 


1.c4 e5 2. Nc3 Bb4 3. Nf3 Bxc3 
4 bxc3 Nc6 5. d4 e4 6. Ng5 f5 7. d5 
Ned 8. Qd4 Qe7 9. d6 Qxd6 10. Qxd6 
cxd6 11. e3 Nh6 12. Ba3 Nhf7 13. 
h4 b6 14. Nxf7 Nxf7 15. Rdl Bb7 
16. Be2 Rc8 17. O-O Ned 18. Bxd6 
Nxc4 19. Bxc4 Rxc4 20. Bed Rg8 
91. Kh2 Ra4 22. Rd2 Ba6 23. Rh1 
Bc4 24. Ko3 Bxa2 25. Ral Bb3 26. 
Rxa4 Bxa4 27. Ra2 b5 28. Kf4 96 
99. Kg5 Kf7 30. Kh6 a5 31. Kxh7 
Ra8 32. Bc7 Ra7 33. Bb6 Ra6 34. 
Bc7 Ke7 35. Kg7 Ra7 36. Bb6 Ra6 
]/2-1/2 


April 12th 

Norm hunters chances took 
aheavily blow in round seven of 
the Val Zemitis International. 
Senior Master Levon Altounian, 
who had been cruising at plus 
two for most of the tournament, 
lost to Vinay Bhat with White 
trying to reach the magic plus 
three (the norm is 6-3). The loss 


| put Altounian into a four-way tie 


for second at plus one. 


White: Altounian, L.(2438) 
Black: Bhat, V. (2398) 
[ECO CO3] 


l.e4e6 2. d4 d5 3. Nd2 Be7 4. Ngf3 
Ni6 5. Bd3 c5 6. exd5 Qxd5 7. dxc5 
Nbd7 8. Q@e2 Nxc5 9. Bb5+ Bd7 10. 
Bxd7+ Nexd7 11. O-O O-O 12. Nb3 


) Rac8 13. Bg5 Ncd 14. Nxc5 Qxcd 








Cela’ Altin (2527) «xX 
Altounian [2438] 1/2 xX 
Bhat V [2398] 1/2 

IM Ilic Z [2381] 1/20 
IM Rey [2359] 1f2 
Lobo R [2300] 1 
_ Akopian H [2274] 0 0 

-|8 Reizniece [2259] 1/2 
9 Baginskaite[2240] 1 0 
0 


-Pruess D [2228] 0 


£%- 





Name 1 2 


pms 
~ 
i) 
© 


15. c3 Rfd8 16. Rfd1l Qa5 17. a3 Qf5 
18. Bh4 Bcd 19. b4 Bf8 20. c4 ad 
21. Rxd8 Rxd8 22. Qb2 a4 23. Bxf6 
gxf6 24. h3 Rd3 25. c5 Qd5 26. Qc2 
{5 27. Qxa4 e5 28. Nel Rb3 29. Nf3 
e4 30. Nd2 Rb2 31. Nfl Qd4 32. Ne3 
Rxf2 33. Kxf2 Qxal 34. Nxf5 Qb2+ 
35. Kfl Qd2 36. Kg1 Qcl+ 37. Kh2 
QOf4+ 38. Ng3 h5 39. Qdl h4 40. 
QOg4+ Oxg4 41. hxg4 hxg3+ 42. Kxg3 
Bh6 438. b5 Kf8 44. Kf2 Ke8 45. a4 
Bf8 46. c6 Bc5+ 0-1 


April 13th 

The Val Zemitis Interna- 
tional continues to be bitterly 
fought with four of the five round 
eight games decisive. The one 
draw, Pruess-Altounian, was the 
most exciting fight of the round. 
Early in the game (7.a3?!!) 
Pruess allowed his King Bishop 
to be buried on a2 but he later 
received excellent compensation 
in the form of a great Knight on 
f6 and control of the h-file. Also, 
Black’s own Bishop on b7 was no 
great shakes. Pruess, who is try- 
ing to take no prisoners in this 
event, upped the stakes by sack- 
ing his Queen for just a Rook. He 
had fantastic compensation, but 
with his Ba2 dead he could only 
make symbolic progress and the 
game ended in a draw. Going into 
the last day (note three games 
are still postponed) IM Rey looks 
very good with an undefeated 
4.5/6 with three games to play. 
The others are all closely 
bunched. Altounian’s draw and 


Crosstable for Val Zemitis International 


April 5th to April 14th 
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Reizniece’s loss knocked both 
players out of the norm hunt. 
Now only Vinay Bhat, who needs 
3 out of 3, has a theoretical 
chance. 


White: Bhat, V. (2398) 
Tlic, Z. (2381) 
[ECO B51] 


Black: 


1. e4 c5 2. Nf{3 d6 3. Bb5+ Nd7 
4. d4 Ngf6 5. O-O Nxe4 6. Qe2 Nef6 
7. dxcd e6 8. Rdl Qc7 9. Nc3 Qxc5d 
10. Bg5 Be7 11. Bxf6 gxf6 12. Ndd 
a6 13. b4 Qa7 14. Nd4 axbDd 15. 
Nxe6 Ne5 16. Qxb5+ Nc6 17. Nec7+ 
Kd8 18. Nxa8 Qxa8 19. Qb6+ Kd7 
20. Qc7+ Ke8 21. Nb6 Bd8 22. Qxc8& 
Qxc8 23. Nxc8 1-0 


April 17th 

15-year-old IM Vinay Bhat 
just made his third and final In- 
ternational Master norm and 
will be awarded the title at the 
FIDE congress in Istanbul in Oc- 
tober. Bhat becomes the young- 
est IM in the US and the most 
recent player native to the Bay 
Area since Jay Whitehead back 
in the mid-1980s. Bhat made all 
three of his IM norms at the MI. 
This was the fifth IM or GM norm 
event the MI has held since De- 
cember of 1998 (Wilkerson, 
Koltanowski, Falconer, Dake 
and Zemitis). Vinay was also 
equal second in the US Junior 
Closed held at the club last July. 






8 9 10 Total 
1/2 0 ] 41/2 
1/2 1 Mada he 
0 1/2 1 6 
1 1 0 41/2 
] L72 1 S L/2 
1 1/2 0 4 
0 0 Dp Ne aod oe 
xX 0 1 4 
1 x 0 41/2 
0 1 xX 4 
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Selected Games from The Fresno County Championship 
November 20-21, 1999 


Annotations and Photographs by Allan Fifield 


Russell,D (1857) - Setzepfandt,A 
(1492) 
[CO1] Open Rd 1 


Darren Russell barely escapes 
with his life against talented 
Alexander Setzpfandt in the first 
round. 

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.exd5 exd5 
4.Qf3!? 


Ke NY Ww KR UDA NS ®W 





A Russell specialty against 
the French. 

7.....Bbe6 5.Bd3 Nc6 6.Ne2 Nf6 
7.h3 Bd6 8.0-0 Qd7 9.Nbc3 0-0-0 
10.Nb5 Be7 11.Bf4 Ne8 12.a4 g5! 

A correct counter-strike for 
active play; Black demands his 
fair share of the board. 

13.Bh2 g4 14.hxg4 Bxg4 
15.Qf4 

15Qxf7?! was anaylzed after 
the game. White might snatch 
the pawn and survive in a postal 
game but over-the-board with the 
clock ticking all the practical 
chances are with Black and his 
active pieces. 

15...a6 16.Nbc3 Bd6 17.Qh6 
Bxh2+ 18.Kxh2 Qe7! 

With the threat 19....Rd6 

19.Qf4 Nf6 20.Rfel Be6 
21.Ng3 Ng4+ 22.Kg1 Qh4 23.Nf5 
Qh5 24.Ng7 Qh4 25.Nxe6 fxe6 
26.Rxe6 Rhf8 27.Bf5? 


Pe NY Wwe Lh Vi QA NSN @® 





b Cc e F g h 
27....Nxd ae 


An unfortunate transposition; 
27....Rxf5! 28.Qxf5 Nxd4 wins ev- 
erything for black. 

28.Re7+ Rd7 29.Bxd7+ Kb8& 
30.Qxf8+ Ka7 31.Bxg4 1-0 


Peters,J (2519) 
Pascal,C (1785) 
[C19] Open Rdl 

Chris Pascal throws the top 
section wide open with his up- 
set round 1 draw against IM 
Jack Peters. 

1.e4 e6! 

Quite probably the refuta- 
tion to 1.e4. Chris plays the up- 
coming Winawer variation in a 
professional manner. 

2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.e5 c5 
5.a3 Bxc3+ 6.bxc3 Ne7 7.Nf3 
Nbc6 8.Bd3 Bd7 9.0-0 c4 10.Be2 
Qa5 11.Ra2 Qa4 12.Ng5 h6 
13.Nh3 0-0-0 14.Nf4 g6 15.h4 
Nf5 16.h5 Nce7 17.Bg4 Rdg8 
18.Kh2 Qa5 19.Bd2 Qc7 20.g3 
Rh7 21.Rh1 Rf8 22.hxg6 fxg6 
23.Kg2 Rhf7 24.Bxf5 Rxf5 
25.Rxh6 g5 26.Nh3 Nc6 27.Bxg5 


me NYO hk UA N © 
S 





ee en ae 
Chris boldly sacrfices to go 





king hunting on the white 
squares with his bishop and 
queen. Bishops of opposite colo; 
may be drawish in the endgame 
but can lead to brutal attacks in 
the middle game. An additional 
factor here is the white rook on 
a2 which is sadly out of play so 
that black can afford to toss a 
mere knight to get closer to the 
opposing monarch. 

27....Nxe5! 28.dxe5 Qxe5 
29.Qd4 Qe2 30.Nf4 Qg4 31.Rh8 
Bc6 32.Be7 e5 33.Rxf8+ Rxf8 
34.Qxe5 d4+ 35.Kf1 Qd1+ 36.Qe1 
Qf3 37.Qe6+ Kb8 38.Qe5+ Kc8 
39.Kel dxc3! 12-14 


Re NO WwW Rh YU DA NS WO 





Gomez,D (979) 
Friesen,R (1377) 
[B50] Reserve Rd 1 
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.Bc4 Nc6 
4.Nc3 Nf6 5.0-0 Bg4 6.Rel Ned 
7.d3 Nxc4!? 

To my taste a fine looking 
knight to trade for a mere 
doubled pawn. 

8.dxc4 Nd7 9.h3 Bh5 10.Qd5 
Bxf3 11.gxf3 


PN Ww kh YE QO Ss @® 





White’s position looks 4 
little awkward; Advantage black. 

11....Ne5 12.Re3 Qc8 13.f4 
Ng6 14.Qg5 h6 15.Qg3 Qe6? 

Pokes his nose into the othe! 


guys fist. 


16.f5 Qxc4 17.fxg6 f6 18.Nd5 
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| 0-0-0 
» Qa6 2 
| 24.€% 
_ 96.Bb 
) Bxb4 
| Rxd8 
| §3.Bx, 


vance 
| square 
oppor 
ising 
36.Kg 
the fr 


| Kxg7 
40.b4 
43. bx: 
Ke4 4 
48,Kx 
61.h5 
Kb4 5 
Ke7 5 
Ke8 61 














hite 
and 
olor 
‘ame 
cS in 
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y so 
SS a 
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xe5 
2x18 


.Qel 
Kc8 


Nc6 
Ned 


king 
ere 


ds 


| 
lack. 
3.f4 
ther 


.Nd5 





CC EE 


0-0-0 19.c3 f5 20.Qf4 e6 21.b3 
ga6 22.Nb4? cxb4 23.cxb4 Qb5 
94.exf5 QxfS5 25.Qxf5 exf5 
96.Bb2 d5 27.Rcl+ Kd7 28.Rd3 
gxb4 29.Rxd5+ Ke6 30.Rxd8 
rxd8 31.Rc7 Rd7 32.Rxd7 Kxd7 
93,.Bxg7 hS 34.Bh6 Ke7 35.g7? 

The pawn is now too far ad- 
vanced and on the wrong colored 
square (i.e. the same color as the 


_ opponents bishop.) More prom- 


aS ll, a — 








ising is 35. Bg5+ followed by 
36.Kg2 bring the white king into 
the fray. 

35.....Kf7 36.a4 Bc3 37.Bf4 
Kxg7 38.Bc7 Kg6 39.Bd6 Kg5 
40.b4 Kf6 41.b5 Ke6 42.Bc5 a6 
43.bxa6 bxa6 44.Kg2 Kd5 45.Be7 
ket 46.Kg3 Kb3 47.Kh4 Kxa4 
48.Kxh5 Kb3 49.Kg5 a5 50.h4 a4 
51.h5 a3 52.Bxa3 Kxa3 53.Kxf5 
kb4 54.f4 Kc5 55.Kg6 Kd6 56.f5 
ke7 57.h6 Kf8 58.h7 Bh8 59.f6 
ke8 60.f7+ Ke7 61.Kh6 Kxf7 1-1 


Thonthap,A (1050) 
Maslowski,K (1333) 
[A45] 
Reserve Round 2 

1.44 Nf6 2.Bg5 Ne4 3.Bf4 d5 
4e3 Nc6?! 

The queen knight belongs ei- 
ther behind the c pawn after a 
future c7-c5 or on d7. Looking 
for ways to develope of one of the 
bishops is a better alternative. 

5.Nf3 e6 6.Nbd2 

And here we have a queen 
knight properly placed. 

6....Bd6 7.Bxd6 Qxd6 8.Bd3 Nf6 
9c3 b6 10.0-0 a5 11.Rel e5?? 


‘ a 
me yy , i 
ete 


a 
=f, # ee 


iG 
wi 


7) 


eRe Nw PR Vi DH “I © 





Fe 
_Z7 = 


“b c as x g bh 
This break with is premature 
for black with his king in the cen- 


| ter, 


12.dxe5 Nxe5 13.Nxe5 Qxe5 
«MNES Qd6 15.e4! 

The thematic punishment 
for black’s premature break with 
the e pawn. 

15....0-0 16.e5 Qe7 17.exf6 


| Qxf6 18.Rcl c5 19.Qe2 Ra7 


20.Qe5! 

Anna shows nice technique in 
winning a won position in the 
next few moves. Black must ei- 
ther trade or retreat. 

1....Qd8 21.Qh5 h6 22.Qh4 
f6 23.Qh5 g5? 

Equivalent to resignation. 

24.Rc2 Rff7 25.Qg6+ Rg7 
26.Re8+ 1-0 


Russell,D (1857) 
Nunez,T (1655) 
[B53] 
Open Rd 3 
l.e4 cb 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 





4.Qxd4 a6 5.Bg5 Nc6 6.Qe3 Qc7 
7.Nc3 e6 8.0-0-0 h6 9.Bh4 Nge7 
10.Bc4 bd5 11.Bb3 Nad 12.Bg3 
Nxb3+ 13.axb3 Ng6 14.h4 b4 
15.Na4 








ab 3» t¥e>¢.. 64h 


15... Be7 16.h5 Ned 17.Nxe5 dxe5d 
18.Rd3 Bg5d 19.f4 exf4 20.Qd4 fxg3+ 
2.1.Kb1 0-0 22.Qxb4 Rb8 23.Qe1 Bf4 
24.Rf3 Rd8 25.Rhfl e5 26.Nc3 Be6 
27.Ne2 Rd2 28.Rc3 Qd6 29.Nxg3 
Rd8 30.Ne2 Bg5 31.Qg3 Rxe2 
32.Rd3 Qc7 33.Rc3 Qa5d 34.Rc6 0-1 


Setzepfandt,A (1492) 
Cohen,E (2025) 
[C34] 
Open Rd 4 
The story of the tournament 
so far is young Alexander 
Setzepfandt (1492) playing up in 
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the open section. Alexander 
shows no fear and gives no quar- 
ter to his highly rated oppo- 
nents. 

1.e4 e5 2.f4! 

The courage of youth! 

2....exf4 3.Nf3 Ne7 4.d4 d5 
5.e5 Ng6 6.Bd3 Be7 7.Bxg6!? 


Sy We 
aa . 
ISS 


Pe nNw Rh UA NSN OW 





Although this works out well 
in this game, it’s hard to believe 
that it’s the best move. The 
bishop on d3 is an agile attacker 
while the knight on g6 is an awk- 
ward defender that can be dis- 
placed by h2-h4-h5. Is 7.0-0 too 
slow? 

7....Bh4+? 

After this black seems to 
lose almost by force. /7....hxg6 
gives black some pressure down 
the half open h file, preserves a 
pawn at f7, and reserves the op- 
tion for kingside castling. 

8.3 fxg3 9.Bxf7+! 

Strikes on the eternally 
weak f7 square in double e pawn 
openings. 

9....Kxf7 10.0-0 Ke8 11.hxg3 
Bxg3 12.Ng5 Qe7 13.Qf3 h6 
14.Qh5+ Kd7 15.Rf7 


RFP nN Ww kh VU DA NSN © 





It’s over.... 
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15....Rf8 16.Rxe7+ Kxe7 17.Be3 
Rf5 18.Nc3 Be6 19.Rfl hxg5 
20.Rxf5 Bxf5 21.Qxg5+ Ke6 
22.Qxg3 Nc6 23.Qf3 Ne7 24.Bg5 
Be4 25.Nxe4 dxe4 26.Qxe4 c6 
27.c4 Rf8 28.Bxe7 Kxe7 29.d5 
g5 30.Qh7+ Rf7 31.Qg6 Kf8 








immediately seems a little safer. 
Why take any chances in a won 
position by leaving your king ex- 
posed in the center? 

..Qe7+ 15.Qe6 dxc3 


16.Qxe7+ Bxe7 17.bxc3 Bxg5 
18.Nxg5 Re8+ 19.Ne6+ Kg8 








“ym” 
a7 


G4 Y 
ea’y 
is 


RFP NO WwW kh UW QA SI © 




















32.e6 1-0 20.0-0 c6 21.Rad1 cxd5 Wy , 
22.Rxd5! Rxe6 23.Rd8+ Kf7 ee ae ty 
an oa outers ee 25...fxg6 26.Qe7 Rxfl+ 27.Kxfj | SamS 
ane iiss aos at es Bxe4 28.Qxe6+ Kf8 29.Bxe4 Nfé 

30.Rf2 Qe7 31.Qxb6 Rd7 32.Bd5 

af SIRE MES O68) ed esied Res "St Grae pe 

Emily’s resignation is a bit 35.Qxc5+ Re7 36.b6 Qg5 | ecutive 

premature. A knight always of- 37.Qc8+ Re8 38.Qc7 Qcli | Chess 

fers the possibility of a ‘random’ 39.Kg2 Qg5+ 40.Qg3 1-0 deal t 

fork against two rooks and the | ship | 

passed black a pawn offers some The ev 

cheapie potential. Nevertheless held t 

a very nice game by Ed! nessir 

Granc 

and a 

| La 

| Board 

Coletti,E (911) i 
Hicks,E (857) | 
[C41] Reserve Rd 4 | 

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 Nc6 “ 
4.Bc4 Be7 5.c3 Nf6 6.Nbd2 Bg4 | 

7.Qb3! . Peters,J (2519) | 3. 

A tough move to answer with Ivanov,I (2358) | 
dual threats against b7 and f7. [C16] Open Rd 5 | 

In double e pawn openings, The money game (for $500!) 

black’s f7 is the weakest square is an easy looking game for M | 4, 

on the board. Peters who will take first place 

7....Bxf3?! Ivanov,I (2358) with four victories in a row af- 

Personally I would give up Ziatdinov,R (2542) ter a first round draw. IMIvanov | 5. 
the b pawn by 7....0-O0 when the [A13] Open Rd 4 seems strangely unable to get | 
black king would be safe and 1.c4 e6 2.Nf3 d5 3.g3 Nf6 untracked in this game. | 

counter threats could be gener- 4.Bg2 c6 5.b3 a5 6.a3 Nbd7 7.Bb2 1.e4 eG 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Bb4 | 6. 

ated down the half-open b file. Qb6 8.d3 a4 9.b4 c5 10.b5 d4 4.e5 Ne7 5.a3 Bxc3+ 6.bxc3 b6 

8.Bxf7+ Kf8 9.Nxf3 d5 11.0-0 Bd6 12.e4 dxe3 13.fxe3 7.984 Ng6 8.Bg5 Qd7 9.h4 Qa4 7, 
0-0 14.Nc3 Qa7 15.Qe2 Re8 = 19 gai h6 11.Bd2 BaG 12.Ne2 cd 
a1 16.Ng5 13.Be3 Nd7 14.Rh3 Re8 15.Rel 
‘ a Ne7 16.h5 0-0 17.g4 f6 18.f4 fxe5 8. 
g a 19.dxe5 
4 | 6 | 
3 | 5 | 8 
27 4 | : 
ie BY © FH 3 | ; Do 
g¢ +b cc. 8 ce. f ys 2 | mains 
10.Bxd5 Nxd5 1l.exd5 Nad ; : ibjecte 
12.Q@c2 exd4 13.Qf5+ Bf6 7” US Ch 
14.Bg5?! 16....Be5 17.Nce4 Bxb2 18. Qxb2 ; lhe US 
Objectively there may be Nxe4 19.Nxe4 Qb6 20.g4 Qc7 in tecnica mintec 
nothing wrong with this move 21.g5 Ra7 22.Qf2 Rf8 23.Qh4 b6 With the black ia a little 
but in a practical sense castling 24.Ra2 Bb7 25.g6 
Contiued on page 26 
ee 
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US Chess C hampi onship 


be Held in seattle in October 





by 
Kxf] Sam Sloan 
t Nf6 
-Bd5 NEWBURGH, May 21 - The Ex- 
aa | ecutive Board of the United States 
a | Chess Federation has approved a 


deal to have the US Champion- 
| ship held in Seattle in October. 
The event will be organized and 
held by a private group of busi- 
-nessmen brought together by 
| Grandmaster Yasser Seirawan 
anda Mr. Oke. 
| Last October, the Executive 
| Board canceled the 2000 US 











tion”. 








300!) 
rIM | 
lace whether it intends to hold the championship the next year. 
w af- 
anov 
» get for the first five years and $10,000 per year for the last five years. 
Bb4 
3 b6 
Qa4 
22 c5 and still retain the rights to future years. 
.Rel 
fxed 
Doris Barry, who obviously re- 

hans opposed to this agreement, 

ibiected that the games from the 

US Championship should be on 

lhe USCF website. However, it was 

binted out that the Seattle Group 
little 
age 26 | 





Championship for financial rea- 
sons. This led the Seattle based 
Seirawan group and several other 
groups to try to put the champi- 
onship together on a private ba- 
sis. 

Two Executive Board mem- 
bers, Doris Barry and Helen War- 
ren, expressed opposition to the 
event being held at all. In a tele- 
phone conference call earlier this 
month, the board voted 5-2 to pay 


hopes to make money from adver- 
tising on its website. Therefore, 
if the USCF were to insist that the 
games be on the USCF website, 
there would be no deal. Doris 
Barry nevertheless continued to 
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travel expenses to allow George 
DeFeis, Executive Director, to go 
to Seattle to negotiate with the 
Seirawan Group. Barry and War- 
ren voted not to authorize DeFeis 
to travel and to negotiate. Garrett 
Scott was not in on the conference 
call. 

DeFeis went to Seattle and 
came back with a agreement. The 
main points are as follows: 


1. The Seattle Group will incorporate by June 15. The name will be the “Seattle Chess Founda- 


2. The Seattle Group will produce proof by August 15 that it has $100,000. 
The Seattle Group will have an option to hold the championship every year for the next ten 
years. However, if the Seattle Group fails to hold the event in any year, then the agreement for 


all future years will be canceled at the option of the USCF. 


4. Within 60 days after the US Championship has been held, the Seattle Group will notify the USCF 


0. For the rights to hold the US Championship, the Seattle Group will pay the USCF $5,000 per year 


6. The Executive Director will be on the US Championship Organizing Committee. 


7. Standards will be maintained so that the Seattle Group cannot hold an “cheap” event in one year 


8. All games from the US Championship will be broadcast on the Seattle Group’s website. The 
USCF website will link to that website but will not broadcast the games itself. 


insist that the games be on the 
USCF website. Doris Barry also 
said that Al Lawrence had been 
working on a backup plan. 


@ 





i 








LIVERMORE CHAMPIONSHIP 


Livermore is back! After a two 
year hiatus, the Livermore 
Championship has_ returned. 


With 48 players attending at 
Dania Hall, a prize fund of $953 
was awarded. That’s a full 75% 
return, before expenses! 

This May’s event was won by 
Tom Dorsch and Emmanuel Perez, 
who shared top honors with 3.5 
points out of 4. They split the 
$255 First and Second place mon- 
ies. Tom and Emmanuel agreed 
to an early draw in round three, 
which left Robert Sferra unde- 
feated after three rounds. 

The final round had Tom fac- 
ing Larry Snyder while Emmanuel 
played the tournament leader Rob- 
ert Sferra. 

Here are their games: 


Perez, Emmanuel 2339 

Sferra, Robert 2200 

Lec4 Neo 2.Nco 6D 3.00. 19 
4.Bg2 Nf6 5.e3 g6 6.Nge2 Bg7 7.0- 
O 0-0 8.d3 Ne7 9.d4 exd4 10.Nxd4 
a6 11.b4 Kh8 12.Qb3 Rb8 13.Bb2 


MAY 6-/TH, 2000 


by 
Riley Hughes 


b6 14.Rfd1 Qe8 15.Nd5 c6 16.Nc7 Qf7 








17.Nf3 Qg8 18.Ne5 g5 19.Rd6 b5 
20.Qc2 bxc4 21.Bfl Rxb4 22.Bc3 
Rb7 (22...Ne4! looks like a good try 
in a complex position, for ex- 
ample 23.Bxb4 Bxe5) 23.Bxc4 
Ned5 24.Nxd5 cxd5 25.Bb3 Rc7 
26.Qb2 Bb7 27.Bd4 Bc8 28.Rd1 a5? 
29.Rxd5! Nxd5 30.Bxd5 Qxd5_ 1-0 


Snyder, Larry 2096 

Dorsch, Tom 2204 

l.e4 c5 2.c3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 
4.cxd4 Bg7 5.Nc3 d6 6.Be3 Nf6 
7.h3 Nc6 8.Bd3 0-0 9.Nge2 Nd7 
10.0-0 e5 11.d5 Nb4 12.Bbl1 f5 
13.{3 Nf6 14.a3 Na6 15.b4 hd 
16.Bd3 f4 17.Bf2 g5 


Messages 


by 


from the MeCHANICS 


John Donaldson IM 
Mechanics Institute Chess Room Director 


National Master Jonathan 
Baker won January's WBCA Blitz 
held at the Mechanics’ Institute. 
Baker, who drew only with Expert 
Neil Falconer, scored 9 1/2 - 1/2 
to take home the $50 first prize. 
Felix Rudyak was second at 7 1/2 
followed by Juan Cendejas and 
Andrei Ionescu in a tie for third 
at 6 1/2. Tom Stevens and Julio 
Avella made the final remaining 
plus scores with 6 and 5 1/2 re- 
spectively. The 11-player.round 
robin featured one master and five 


experts. 

Looking to improve your game 
for free? Sound to good to be true? 
It’s not! Check out GM Alex 
Yermolinsky’s free lectures at the 
MI Chess Room every Tuesday 
(5:15-6:15) and Wednesday (6:15- 
7:15) night. 

Several players closely con- 
nected with Bay Area chess will 
be celebrating milestone birth- 
days this year. GM Arthur Dake 
of Portland, who was a regular at 
the MI in the late 1920s and early 








18.Kh1 Rf7 19.Qd2 g4 20.Ng]1 Nh7 
21.Rfcl Bf8 22.Rc2 Rg7 23.Racl 
Bd7 24.Nb5 Qg5 25.Nxa7 gxf3 
26.Bb6 Qg3 27.Nxf3 Ng5 28.Bf2 
Nxf3 29.Bxg3 Nxd2 30.Bf2 Nb3. 0-1 
In the reserve section (Under 
1900), Todd McFarren (1776) 
breezed through with a 4-0 result 
to win $125 outright. And in the 
booster (Under 1500), Ralph Hipps 
(1001) finished with 3 1/2 points, 
1/2 point ahead of the four play- 
ers tying for second place. Ralph's 
performance rating was 1467! 
The next Livermore Champi- 
onship is scheduled for the No- 
vember 4th and 5th. See you 


then! @ 





1930s, will turn 90 on April 5. 
Three days later Val Zemitis 0! 
Davis, author of The Unknown 
Tal and a longtime contributor to 
the California Chess Reporter, 
will be 75. 

The MI Chess Room is going 
through the process of trying t0 
have the City of San Francisco 
name a street or alley after the 
late George Koltanowski. Letters 
of support can be E-mailed 1 
imwjd@aol.com to be forwarded on. 


er 
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| 27" Annual Peoples Chess Tournament 


by 
Mike Goodall 
The 27 People’s, an American Heritage Event, was held over Presidents’ Day weekend at the U.C. campus in Berkeley. 139 
| players converged in five sections for this six round event. Camille Baginskaite (rated 2406 and also Alexander Yermolisky’s wife) 
won the open section a full point ahead of the field. She is the first woman to even finish in the money, much less win the Bay Area’s 
biggest open tournament. All three of the international masters finished out of the money. Chief director Riley Hughes worked 
harder than most chief directors. He was ably assisted by both Steve Brandwein in the adults and by Bonnie Yost who ran the 
Young Peoples tournament on Monday. 
That the tournament went so smoothly was attributed by many to the following tournament information posted by 
Alan Glasscoe: 


1 Nh7 Players may play down one section for an additional fee. 
-‘Racl | Rule variations: 
gxf3 A. All rook and pawn endings will be declared drawn. 
8.Bf2 B. You must say “I adjust” before taking back a move 
3. 0-1 C. You may request a % point bye before the first time control 
Jnder If you leave the playing area for longer than 15 minutes during your game, please bring back 
1776) pizza and Cokes for the directors. 
result If you must discuss your game in progress, do it in a language the directors don’t understand. 
in. the 
Hipps The directors attempt to equalize and alternate colors except when they are tired. 
oints, While your game is in progress, please do not disturb skittles players and players analyzing 
play- their completed games near you. 
alph’s If you are in time trouble, add a few irrelevant moves to your score sheet. 
7 . You may take home any pieces you capture. 
ampi- . To expedite payment of prizes, checks will be taped to a blind turtle which will be spun around 
€ No- 4 three times and dropped out a second floor window of the Oakland mail center. 
> you | 
@ Place Prizes 
First Camille Baginskaite $500 
Second Vinay Bhat $218 
Third David Pruess $218 
1st U2300 Bela Evans $218 
1st Expert Vivek Nambiar $300 
2" Expert H.W. Earth $150 
3™ Expert Michael Aigner $25 
3™ Expert Victor Ossipoz $25 
3™ Expert Elliot Temple $25 
1st-Qnd A Steve Gaffagan $220 
ats 1%-2n¢ A Felix Rudyak $220 
tis of 3 A Neil Regan S25 
| ST A James Smith $25 
nown 
tor to . : 
oh Pierre Vachon $280 
sa 2” B Keith Yost $140 
a “gale Joet Garcia $35 
goin o- 5B Gil Chambers $35 
ng (0 Reserve Section 
cisco pe-275 David Petty $163 
r the Sam Petty $163 
etters i Mike Lum S50 
ed to 
ed on. Best U1400 Gary Huang $70 
Ernst Westphal S70 








Tournament Information 


27 Annual People’s Tournament 
We are using the June 1996 Rating List because the printing is more legible. 
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SACRAMENTO SCHIOLAS TIC 


Grades K-3: 


Grades 4-6: 


Grades 7-8: 


Grades 9-12: 


Nas ce I a ra 
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CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP 


TROPHY PRIZE WINNERS 


(Except where noted, tie-breaks were used to determine final standings in the event of ties) 


1* Place, Louis Depello (Sacramento Christian Academy) 


2™° Place, Rebecca Chow (North Davis Elementary) 
3™ Place, Graham McDaniel (North Davis Elementary) 


1* Place Team: North Davis Elementary 


1** Place, Daniel Schwarz (Del Paso Manor) (won the playoff tiebreaker) 


2™ Place, Tyler Woodruff (Cesar Chavez) 

3™ Place, David Rivera (Biggs Elementary) 

4" Place, Emmanuel Garcia (Biggs Elementary) 

5" Place, Anyon Harrington (Esparto Elementary) 
6" Place, Brandon Zeman (Del Paso Manor) 

7" Place, Cameron Knipe (Biggs Elementary) 

8" Place, Chris Saeturn (Biggs Elementary) 

9" Place, Tyler Wilken (Davis Independent Study) 
10" Place, Shiloh Rainwater (Twin Oaks Academy) 


1* Place Team: Biggs Elementary 
2™¢ Place Team: Del Paso Manor 
3° Place Team: Cowan Fundamental 


1* Place, Marcus Langston (Harriet Eddy Middle School) 
2™ Place, Juan Corona (Biggs Middle School) 
3 Place, Nicholas Robinson, (Tenaya Middle School) 


1* Place Team: Biggs Middle School 


1* Place, Muraad Khan (Florin High School) 

2™ Place, Joshua Prochaska-Saglio (Pacific Grove) 
3 Place, Tommy Innes (Florin High School) 

4" Place, Jose Rivera (Biggs High School) 

5" Place, Tou Feusue Yang (Luther Burbank) 

6" Place, Eduardo Corona (Biggs High School) 

7" Place, Travis Itterly (Biggs High School) 


1* Place Team: Florin High School 
24 Place Team: Biggs High School 
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stic Chess Championship, held 
_ atthe Ethel Mac Leod Hart Senior 
| Center, was the first USCF rated 
‘gholastic championship in 
memory. The event had 88 play- 
_assign up and 85 participate, far 
| more than the 30 or 35 I hoped 
| for!! Participants came from 
Biggs, Palo Alto, Monterey, and 
‘the greater Sacramento area. 

| Outside, a better day couldn't 
have been scripted for a better the 
| April 29" event. Between rounds, 
the park outside the center was 
lowing with kids, adults, chess, 
pienics, tents, and all other types 
fun! Inside, the games were 
hotly contested. 

The K-3 champion was Louis 
DePello, Sacramento Christian 
Academy, with a perfect score of 
0. In second place in the 14 
‘player section with a score of 4-1 
as Rebecca Chao, North Davis E]l- 
mentary School. North Davis El- 
tentary took home the team 
prize with a score of 13 points. 

The grades 4-6 section was 
he largest of the event with 40 


| 
| The 2000 Sacramento Scho- 
| 


players. At the completion of the 
fifth round, Daniel Schwarz and 
Tyler Woodruff were atop the field 
with perfect scores of 5-0. Daniel 
won the championship in a 5- 
minute playoff game. The team 
event saw Biggs Elementary take 
first place with a score of 16 
points, Del Paso Manor in second 
with 12 points, and Cowan Fun- 
damental taking the third place 
trophy with 10 points. 

The 7"-8" grade section was 
a round robin with 6 players. Fin- 
ishing atop the field was Marcus 
Langston from Harriet Eddy Middle 
School with a score of 5-0. Run- 
ner-up Juan Corona from Biggs 
Middle School scored 4-1. The first 
place team trophy was taken by 
Biggs Middle School. 

Florin High School's Muraad 
Kahn won the grades 9-12 section 
with a perfect 5-0. In second place 
was Joshua Prochaska-Saglio of 
Pacific Grove School, third place 
was captured by Tommy Innes of 
Florin High School, and Jose 
Rivera of Biggs High School fin- 
ished fourth, all three players 


CalChess Email Lists 


CalChess maintains an email list of CalChess members. Most of the 


: 
: 


stings to this list are announcements of tournaments or other chess 
vents. To join the list, include your email address on the form when 


jou join or renew your CalChess membership. You can also join the list 


sending email to: 


CalChessMembers-owner@lists.best.com 
Your CalChess membership must be current to join the list. 
To send a message to all the members of the CalChess list, send 


ur posting to: 


CalChessMembers@lists.best.com 


~Doug Shaker — 


SACRAMENTO SCHOLASTIC 
CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP 


John McCumiskey, TD and organizer 


scoring 4-1. Florin High School 
won the team event with 15 
points and Biggs High School was 
in second place with 13.5 points. 


Of special note was the par- 
ticipation of Sacramento’s Cowan 
Fundamental School. Chess 
coach Andy Parnas arranged for 
the participation of 19 members 
of the school’s club in the event 
(16 in the 4" - 6" grade section), 
all 19 playing in their first USCF 
scholastic event! Way to go, 
Andy! 

I would like to thank Merry 
Geil, Director of the Ethel Mac 
Leod Hart Senior Center for use 
of the facility; Assistant Tourna- 
ment Directors Michael Aigner, 
Steve Bickford, and Cain Garrett, 
and Tournament Directors’ As- 
sistant Debbie Garrett. With out 
their help, the event could never 
have run so smoothly. In the fu- 
ture, I plan on organizing more 
scholastic events in the Sacra- 
mento area. @ 


Problem 
by Kevin Begley 


YY Yy Uy 
J “Uf 


yyy @ Whe 

Yi YY YY y 
Yt) Wx i 
L % Yy 


4 / 4 Y tj Y 
Uy YoY Yi 
4, ZY YU“ Y, 








White to move and win! 
Solution in next issue 
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The CalChess Calendar of Events 


(* = CalChess discount) last update 6-8/00) 


2000 
Jun. PA ke pera n* (Saha os See MECHANICS <5) 2 4 MAND PANCISCO} Gs ccs iio nic es ck pobad ees Seen ee (JA2) 
June AS 5 ERR as (Sayer a EB ee: Weve SchotasicOGdd (Promonty 308 eh OR (AK) 
July Lt site ein (Sai) sss eek be Sa etme Maree aly. Tm wh pi te EUS ey RRR ey ORE Coe RENO TS MMBC rT (JD) 
July Denk piealis toteabetevcs UDa NS ts Ae bogs eee DETRCLY SOMOMASIC und (ELK OIG) sce odciocesncthdisactilacisielensase (AK) 
July Bia fouuie racniasamea st (SajAia rccsatecdcspeaes, Hayward: Scholastic Ouad (Hayward) 5.0.2. sciciscsiersibscssseivcsovetuntetsorectans (AK) 
Aug. PU Sy uteeis SoU res Set mea Sacramento Chess Club Weekend Swiss #5 ...........c.cssesccesesseecceeneeeeees (JM) 
Sept Se ie Pe i ae (Sa-MOn SA icing cuee> PsADOR aL ROSR FV OSEV tL Cae as Rete Seeds cie tive ma dened (RK)* 
Oct. poe ie Urea CSB ices carcass ss thopc cn, ISG Olle eto WARD) She er et ee Ay ae age ick, ens ea (AF) 
Oct. DP Rept eos (BNE eens viverseean ch ptnces MESURE CITE ROTIONE occa) spect osdasesstlak sank tacds Avie he evintebiacs (JW) 
Nov. ik iopeneane eae (SB DU)i i. Gece eae 8" Annual Fresno Country Championship (Fresno) ...........0..cccccssee- (DW)* 
Annual Events 


2nd weekend Jan (Sa-Su): Sojourner Truth Girls’ Tourney (Palo Alto) (DS) 

Martin Luther King weekend (Sa-M): Martin Luther King (RK) 

Presidents’ Day weekend (Sa-M): People’s (Berkeley) (MG & AG) 

lst weekend March (F-Su): San Francisco Amateur (JA2) 

Last weekend March (Sa-Su): State Scholastic Championship (Santa Clara) (AK) 
lst weekend May (Sa-Su): Livermore Spring Open (RH) 

Weekend prior to Memorial Day (Sa-Su): San Joaquin Championship (Fresno) (DW) 
Memorial Day weekend (Sa-M): LERA Memorial Day (Sunnyvale) (JH) 

2nd weekend June (F-Su): Stamer Memorial (San Francisco) (JA2) 

4th of July weekend (Sa-M): Universe Open (TD) 

Labor Day weekend (lst weekend Sept.) (Sa-M): Labor Day Festival (RK) 

last weekend Oct. (F-Su): Western States Open (Reno) (JW) 

Ist weekend Nov. (S-Su): Livermore Fall Open (RH) 

2nd weekend Nov. {(F-Su): Capps (San Francisco) (JA2) 

Weekend Prior to Thanksgiving (Sa-Su): Fresno County Championship (DW) 
Thanksgiving Weekend (Sa-M): LERA Thanksgiving (Sunnyvale) (JH) 
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1 Durant 
IGlasscoe 510-652-5324 













isday, 7:30 p.m. 
lingame Lions Hall 


| @Burlingame Ave 


f Wilson 650-355-9402 


| @BurlingameChessClub.com 
| ampbell 


iy Chess Club 


zl msdays 7-11:30 p.m. 
| Mipbell Comm Ctr 


chester /W.Campbell 
lefingwell 408-732-5188 
k408-526-7090 


| fing@cisco.com 


rmel 


lfor current information 
}mdall Swanson 
4626-6113 


ichael 


May 6-10 p.m. 


lor Citizens Ctr. 
ll Gibbons 


; i 0 
qisday 7-11 p.m. 


N Mike’s Pizza 


W2Mangrove Ave 


Wy Nelson 916-873-3107 


c @ 
LD 


Islay 7 p.m. 
tt Hall UCD, Room 241 


Wf Johnson 916-756-2752 


emont 

ays 7:00-on 

atk Coffee Company 
#9 Cedar Blvd, Newark 


4s Poschmann 


1656-8505 


Fresno 

Mondays 6-11 p.m. 

Carls Jr. 

3820 N. Cedar Ave. 

D. Wajckus 559-252-4484 


Humboldt County 
Call for current information 
Bob Phillips 707-839-4674 


Livermore 

Fridays 7-12 p.m. 

South Cafeteria 

Lawrence Livermore Lab 
Charles Pigg 510-447-5067 


Merced 

Merced Chess Club 
Friday 6:30 p.m. 

Merced Mall Food Court 


Menlo Park 

Mondays, 6:30-9 

Onetta Harris Center 

100 Terminal Ave. 

Doug Shaker 650-854-9793 
doug@theshakers.org 


Modesto Chess Club 
Tuesday 7:00 p.m. 

Doctor’s Hospital Cafeteria 
1441 Florida Ave 

John Barnard 209-785-7895 


Monterey 

Open daily except Mon. 
430 Alvarado St. 
Yudacufski 408-646-8730 


Mt Shasta 
Wednesdays 7:00 p.m. 
George Washington Manor 
Mt. Shasta 

Dick Bolling 530-926-3608 


Paradise 

Tuseday 7-10 p.m. 
Paradise Senior Center 
Barry Nelson 916-873-3107 


Porterville 
Wednesday 7 p.m. 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Corner of Henderson 

& Indiana 

Hans Borm 559-784-3820 


Club Directory 


Places to play chess in Northern California and Northern Nevada 


Reno, NV 

Sun-Thurs 6:30 p.m. 

2850 Wrondel Way, Suite D 
Club: 775-827-3867 

Jerry Weikel 702-747-1405 


Richmond 
Fridays 6 p.m. 
Richmond Library 
26th & MacDonald 


Ross Valley 
(Marin County) 
For current info, write: 
P.O. Box 69 

Ross CA 94957 


Sacramento 
Wednesday 6-10 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Ctr 
915-27th St. 

Stewart Katz 916-444-3133 
CSU Sacramento 

Student Union Bldg. 


Salinas 

Any weekend afternoon 
Carl’s Jr. 

1061 N Davis Rd 

Abe Mina 
831-758-4429 


San Anselmo 
Tuesday 7 p.m. 

Round Table Pizza, 

Red Hill Shpping Ctr 

Sir Francis Drake Blvd 
Jim Mickle 415-457-2719 


San Francisco 
Mechancis’ Institute 
Open daily 

57 Post St, 4th Floor 
John Donaldson 
415-421-2258 


San Jose 

Tue & Fri, Noon-4 p.m. 
Willows Senior Center 

2175 Lincoln Avenue 

Jerry Marshall 408-267-1574 


Santa Clara 

2d Sat. Each month 
2:15-6:15 p.m. 

Mary Gomez Park 

F. Sierra 408-241-1447 
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Santa Rosa 

Tuesdays 6-10:45 p.m. 
Sonoma Coffe Company 

521 4th Street 

Keith Halonen 707-578-6125 


Santa Rosa 

lst & Last Saturdays of month 
Adult & Youth Chess Club 
of Sonoma County 

Rincon Valley Library 
Conference Room 

6959 Montecito Blvd, 

Santa Rosa 

Mike Haun 707-537-0162 


Stanford 

Monday 7:30-10:30 p.m. 
Student Union, Rm 550-550d 
Andrian Keatinge-Clay 
415-497-0598 


Sunnyvale 

LERA 

Tuesday, 8 p.m. 

Lockheed Rec Ctr, Bldg #160 
Ken Stone 408-629-5530 


Vallejo 

Fridays 7:00 p.m. 

Senior Citizens Ctr 

333 Amador St 

Frank Harris 707-644-3004 


Visalia 

Tuesday 7 p.m. 

Borders Books 

Mooney & Caldwell 

Allan Fifield 559-734-2784 


Woodland Chess Group 
Sundays, 3:30-9:00 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Center 

630 Lincoln Avenue 

Don Copeland530-666-0868 


Yuba-Sutter 

Mon & Wed 7-11 p.m. 

Caris Jr 

Bridge St & Hwy 99, Yuba City 
Tom Giertych 916-671-1715 
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i i 
Join 
. CalCh , 
alChess , 
The Northern California Chess Association 
Support Your USCF State Affiliate and receive these Benefits: : 
i Tournament Discounts ¢ California Chess Journal ¢ Youth Chess i 
; = One Year $15 © Two Years $28 ¢ Three Years $41 j 
} Scholastic One Year $13 ¢ Family $17 é 
ee ee OE ae ies SE eg | 
| Name I 
d Address i 
i City State Zip 
| Phone Amount Enclosed $ i 
4 Check One: New |] Renewal (1) t 
Mail to: CalChess 2030 Mills Ave.Menlo Park, CA 94025 
4 nT For Additional Information Call 650-854-9793 nT ! 





C.C.J. Submission Policy 


Please feel free to contact me 


The next deadline for C.C.J. 
submissions is July 20. 
Allan Fifield, PO Box 27 
Visalia, CA 93279-0027 


Days: (559)-651-3300 #371 * Nights: (559)- 


734-2784 * FAX: (559)-651-0739 


CompuServe: 102033,3421 
AOL: jostensvis 
Internet: fifiela@jostens.com 





George 
Koltanowski 


Contiued from page 10 


candy every day of his life. He did 
not believe in vitamins, he did not 
like vegetables, and he avoided 
fresh fruit. 

In the end, Koltanowski will be 
remembered as a great person. He 
was a friend to everybody who 
needed a helping hand, and many 
young chessmasters were assisted 
along the way. He achieved the 
very pinnacle of his profession in 
every aspect, earning the title of In- 
ternational Grandmaster as a 
player, International Arbiter and 
National Tournament Director as 
an official, earning the presidency 
of the USCF, and earning the re- 
spect and admiration of a 
chessplayers everywhere. He had 
the first TV show devoted exclu- 
sively to chess. His tireless tour- 
ing, promoting, writing and teach- 
ing introduced many thousands to 


——. 
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the Royal Game. He was awarded 
the title of “Dean of American 
Chess,” then awarded again the 
title “American Chess Treasure.” 
He was one of the three original 
inductees into the US Chess Hall 
of Fame (with Fine and Reshevsky). 

With a career that spanned 
from the Golden Age of Sports in 
the 1920s to the 21st century, 
Koltanowski was truly a Renais- 
sance Man. Those who were privi- 
leged to know him will never 
forget him. 


CalChess Scholastic 
Championships 


Continued from page 6 


%0.Rh3 Qxf2-+] 38...Qxc4 39.Qd2 


Rh8 40.Rg3 Rg4 41.Rxg4 hxg4 
42.Qe3 Qd4 43.Qb3 Rhil+! 
44.Kxh1 Qxf2 45.Kh2 [45.Qd1 g3 
46.Qcl Qf4 47.Qbl1 Qxf5-+] 
45...Q@h4+ 46.Kg1 g3 47.Qf3 Qf4 
48.Qe2 | think this was his move 
considering that it blocked the 
mate threat of Qf2+. 48...Qc1+ 
White nee ey 





od 


Fresno Gounty 
Championship 


Continued from page 18 


lonely off on the a file and the 
white pawns seizing impressive 
looking space on the king side, 
Igor decides on an inadequate 
knight sacrifice to mix it up. 
19.. 
21.Nf4 Qxd1l+ 22.Rxd1 Bxfl 
23.Kxfl d4 24.Bd2 Nd5 25.Rf 
dxc3 26.Bcl Rf5 27.Kg2 Nxf4+ 


, @ 


To 


Our CCJ copy submission policy te. 
mains ‘author friendly’. While our prefer. | JA 
ence is for electronic submission, typewr. | 
ten or neat handwritten copy is acceptable 
Electronic submission allows you to include 
game scores, chess diagrams, and digitize 
photos. In general, tournaments submitted 
in an electronic format will be allotted more 
space. Our preference is for Microsoft Word 
files with diagrams created using the 
Linares font. 
if you have any questions on how to submit 
material to California Chess Journal. 


JA2= 


PB 
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.Nxe5 20.fxe5 Qxg4 © 


28.Bxf4 Rcf8 29.Rdfl Rxhd © 
30.Bg3 Rhf5 31.Rxf5 exfd 32.e6 © 


Rf6 33.Rel Kf8 34.Bb8 Ke7 
35.Bxa7 Rxe6 36.Rxe6+ Kxe6 
37.Bxb6 Kd5 38.Ba5 Ke4 39.a4 
g5 40.Bxc3! f4 41.Kf3 h5 42. Bad 
h4 43.Kg4 f3 44.Kxf3 h3 1-0 § 


_ Read All About it zy 
Visit our sites onthe 
‘World Wide Web 
http: /Icalchess. webjump. ¢ 

& 
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Tournament 


| 
| 
\jA =Jeff Andersen 
P.O. Box 10845, 
Napa 94581 
(707) 251-8175 
zenwabi@aol.com 
jAQ= Joan Arbil 
57 Post St., 
Mechanics Rm408 94101 
(415)421-2258 
Chessroom@aol.com 
meee= Peter Brett 
PBrett@dnamail.com 
sc «6h =: Bill Conrad 
(510)233-9763 
J) =dJohn Donaldson 
57 Post St., 
Mechamics Room 408 
94101 
(415)421-2258 
ID = Tom Dorsch 
tO. D0x 7453; 
Menlo Park 94026 
(650)322-0955 
TomDorsch@aol.com 
— = James Eade 
021 Fanita Way, 
Menlo Park 94025 
(650)328-9785 
jimeade@aol.com 
* = Allan Fifield, 
PO Box 27, 
Visalia 93279 
(559)734-2784 
fifiela@jostens.com 
jostensvis@aol.com 
4% = Alan Glasscoe 
PO Box 11613 
Oakland 94611 
(510)652-5324 
IG = Mike Goodall 
461:Peachstone Terr., 
San Rafael 94903 
(415) 491-1269 
NG = Michael Ghormley 
5120 Alcott Dr., 
Sacramento 95820 
(916)388-1601 
mjg99@blacksand.com 
mjg99@yahoo.com 
=Mike Hau 
122 Calistoga Rd., #116 
Santa Rosa, 95409 
(707)538-8157 
haunmj@aol.com 


Organizers 


DH 


JH 


AK 


TM 


JM 


cr 


HP 


JP 


JS 


= Dan Holbrook 
1220 Elliott #42, 
Paradise 95969 
(916)877-3911 


= Riley Hughes 

4019 Rector Common 
Fremont 94539 
(510)623-1889 
KnowChess@aol.com 

= Jim Hurt, 

31 Cactus Court 
Parachute CO 81635 
(970)285-7041 

= Alan Kirshner 

66 Indian Hill Plaza, 
Fremont 94539 

(510) 657-1586 
hegemon@kirshnerisms.com 
380 E Esplanade Ave #109 
Pacifica 94044 
Scott@Burlingame 
ChessClub.com 

= Richard Koepcke 

2047 Montecito Ave.#30, 
Mountain View 94043 
(650)964-2640 
richard.koepcke@Sun.com 
= Tom Martell 

15308 Laverne Drive, 
San Leandro 94579 
(510)895-5228 
tommbod@aol.com 

= John McCumiskey 
6700 50th St., 
Sacramento 95823-1306 
(916)428-5532 
jme-lmc@pacbell.net 

= Charles Pigg 

429 Vista Ct., 

Livermore 94550 
(925)447-5067 

= Hans Poschmann 
4621 Seneca Park Ave., 
Fremont 94538 

(510) 656-8505 
hspwood2@home.net 

= Jimmy Plumb 

1878 W. 11 St. #144, 
Tracy 95376 
hereshope9@nreach.com 
= Joe Salazar 
(408)259-4002 
JIWS345@aol.com 
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DS 


9S 


DW 


DW2 


JW 


SW 


CW 


ay 


BY. 


and annotated games to CCJ: 


(559)275-0905 


Tournament Clearinghouse | 


= Doug Shaker 
2030 Mills Ave.., 
Menlo Park 94025 
(650)854-2545 

doug @theshakers.org 
= Steve Smallwood 
1028 Cassia Way, 
Sunnyvale 94086 
(408) 247-8510 
stephen677@aol.com 
= Dennis Wajckus 
5924 E. Illinois Ave., 
Fresno 93727-3566 
(559) 252-4484 
=Dave Wait 

84 Carlos Ct 

Walnut Creek 94596 
= Jerome Weikel 
6578 Valley Wood Dr.., 
Reno NV 89523 

(775) 747-1405 

= Scott Wilson 

380 E Esplanade Ave #109 
Pacifica 94044 
Scott@Burlingame 
ChessClub.com 

= Carolyn Withgitt 
PO Box 6350, 
Hayward 94540-5305 
(650)322-0955 

=Ted Yudacufski 

PO Box 1308 
Monterey 93940 

(83 1)646-8730 

= Bonnie Yost 

3701 West Floradora 
bresno, CA 93722 


Riley Hughes 
4019 Rector Common 
Fremont, CA 94538-2145 
(510) 623-1889 
KnowChess @aol.com 


Send tournament reports 


Allan Fifield 
PO Box 27 
Visalia 93279-0027 
(559) 734-2784 
Fifield @Jostens.com 
jostensvis @aol.com 
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18th Annual Sands Regency 
WESTERN STATES OPEN| { 





October 20-22 r 
A Welikel Tournament 





Entry: $130 and below! ¢ 40/2 - 20/1 * Rooms: Under $50! 
200 Grand Prix Points « FIDE rated 
TOP 15 PLACES PAID IN EVERY CLASS! 
TROPHIES TO ALL 1ST PLACE WINNERS! 


“THE WEST’S FASTEST GROWING” 


EXTRAVAGANZA! 


IM JOHN DONALDSON COMMENTS: 
“THIS TOURNAMENT REMINDS ME OF A EUROPEAN CHESS FESTIVAL!” 


Look at all these extra’s!! 





FREE lecture and Game/Position Clinic by USCF 
Hall of Fame member GM Larry Evans! 

FREE Post Bulletin sent to each players 

FREE Commemorative pins to each player 
FREE coffee every round 

FREE coffee cakes every morning 

Sets and boards provided! 

Simul’s by visiting GMs! 

Toll Free Room Reservations (800) 648-3553 


Additional Side Events: 
Quick tournament and WBCA Blitz tournament! 


For a flyer write or call: 
Jerome (Jerry) Weikel, Organizer and Chief TD 
6578 Valley Wood Dr., Reno, NV 89523 







(775) 747-1405 
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THE EDITOR'S report 


Kind. Kind was always the word that seemed to pop up when people 
discussed Jim Hurt. Jim Hurt was known to all of us as the spirit behind the 
LERA tournaments but most of all Jim was known to us as a kind man. 
Randy Mont-Reynaud has captured Jim’s Spirit in her fine article in this is- 
sue. We will all miss Jim and we dedicate this issue to his memory. 

The just completed US Open in Saint Paul was one of the best attended in 
recent years and almost certainly turned a small profit for the USCF. This 
was about the only good news to come out of Saint Paul. In a palace coup, 
former USCF President Bob Smith barely survived a vote of no confidence 
only to resign thereafter. While Bob Smith remains on the USCF Executive 
Board , he has been replaced as President by USCF “Old Guard” Tim Redman. 
Dr Redman faces a daunting task. USCF has reportedly lost a record $400,000 
in the 99/00 fiscal year and current USCF debt is said to exceed $1,000,000. 
Reports on USCF debt can be hard for an outsider to judge as different insid- 
ers seem to come up with widely varying debt estimates to serve their political 
agenda. If true, it will be a major problem for USCF to service a debt of this 
magnitude. 

As adult membership continues to erode, USCF has chosen look for rev- 
enue by raising the cost of scholastic memberships. Scholastic memberships 
have risen to $13. With the first year $5 discount also history, the price ofa 
first year scholastic membership is effectively doubled. | Schoolmates has 
been reduced to 4 issues per year which in my opinion is a long overdue 
move. USCF is offering discounted on-line magazine memberships which do 
ease the bite somewhat. However as a scholastic organizer, I find myself no 
longer able to justify USCF memberships required for K-6 scholastic tourna- 
ments. Just as USCF priced itself out of the adult market with the last dues 
increase to $40, these scholastic dues increases are risky business in an era 
of low priced competition for young chessplayers from the ICC and CEA. 

One Man One Vote (OMOV) for USCF elections failed again in Saint Paul 


Continued on page 23 
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J Sojourner Truth Chess Festival 2000 


by Doug Shaker 
Photos by Alan Kirshner 


ship Silicon Valley can add some 
strange and wonderful twists to a 
' chess tournament. In 1999, I held 
the first Sojourner Truth Chess 
Tournament for Girls. I sold some 
ads in a program/scoresheet, try- 
ing to raise money to have more and 
better prizes. One of the people | 
slid an ad to was an old boss of 
mine, Jean Kovacs. 
She is now the CEO of an 
» Internet software company. She is 
also the daughter of Zoltan Kovacs, 
achess player who was born in 
Hungary and immigrated to the US. 
For years, Zoltan Kovacs sponsored 
a girls’ chess tournament in 
| Budapest. The Polgar sisters used 
_ to play in it when they were little. 
_ After Zoltan’s death, Jean Kovacs 
_ took over the tournament, made it 
amemorial to her father and she 
continues to sponsor it today. 





came when she decided to offer, in 
her Hungarian tournament, a first 
prize that was a trip to the US to 
play in my tournament. 

She followed through and in 
early January 2000, Veronika 
Schneider, the 12-year-old winner, 
and her coach, WGM Zsuzsa Veroci 
arrived in the US. Veronika, with a 
rating of 1983, was to play in the 
seventh grade section of the So- 
journer Truth. WGM Veroci (2361) 
was to play in the Region XI 
Women’s Open being held simulta- 
neously. 

This year’s tournaments were 
played January 8" and 9", 2000. 
Over 160 other girls played in the 
Sojourner Truth, including girls 
from Texas, Oregon, Washington, 
Idaho, and, of course, California. 
The tournament was organized as a 
grade-level tournament, enabling 








the 8". The older girls, grades 7- 
12, played a five round Swiss, G/ 
60, with three rounds on Saturday 
and two on Sunday, the 9". 

The women’s tournament was 
held the same two days as the girls’ 
tournament. There were thirteen 
participants in the Women’s Open, 
more than double last year’s con- 
test. The top-rated players were 
WGM Veroci, Chouchanik 
Airapetian (2125), Diane Durham 
(1900), last year’s champion Collette 
McGruder (1824), and Carolyn 
Withgitt (1824). The women played 
a four round Swiss, G/90, with two 
rounds each day. 

Saturday was an amazing and 
energetic day, with 160 girls, their 
parents and coaches, playing in a 
large room at the Menlo Park Rec- 
reation Center. Space for the tour- 
nament was donated by the City of 
Menlo Park. At the end of the day, 
the following girls had won their di- 
visions: 
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The Thrill of Victory! 






Seventh Grade: 
Eighth Grade: 
Ninth/Tenth Grade: 


Eleventh/Twelfth Grade: 


The following game was selected 
by Veronika Schneider, the twelve- 
year-old from Hungary, as her most 
challenging game of the tourna- 
ment. Annotation by Fritz 5.32. 


Schneider,V (1983) 
Samer,R (904) [CO3] 
Sojourner Truth Chess 
for Girls 2000 
Round 3 
Seventh/Eight Grade Section 

l.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2 Nc6 
4.Ngf3 g6 5.Bb5 last book move 


First: 
Second: 


Fourth to Seventh: 


Here are two games from the 
Women’s Championship. Annota- 
tions are by Fritz 5.32. 


Veroci,Z (2361) 
Airapetian,C (2125) [C46] 
2000 Region XI 
Women’s Open, Round 3. 

l.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Nc3 Bb4 
4.Nd5 last book move 4...Bc5 5.c3 
secures b4 5...d6? [5...Nf6 6.d3] 
6.d4 Bb6 7.Bb5 exd4 8.Nxb6 axb6 
9.cxd4 Bd7 10.0-0 Nge7 11.Bg5 O- 
O 12.h3 Consolidates g4 12...f6 Cov- 
ers e5 13.Bh4 d5 14.exd5 Nxd5 The 
knight feels good on d5. 15.Bc4 Be6 









Saturday evening, WGM Veroci 
and last year’s women’s champion 
Colette McGruder staged a simulta- 
neous exhibition. WGM Veroci played 
approximately 25 opponents and Ms. 
McGruder played approximately 15. 
Unfortunately, I did not have permis- 
sion to keep the Menlo Park facility 
open beyond 9:30pm, so most of the 
games could not be concluded. Next 
year, I will have fewer boards and, one 


First - Veronika Schneider (5); Second/third - Nicole Milton and Riana Nalumisa (3) 
First - Roxanne Samer (4); Second - Jessica Maxwell (3.5); Jessica Tonellato (3) 
First/second: Marie-Jose Mont-Reynaud and Mallory Alpers (4): 

Third - Melissa Andrada, Vue Yang and Jayodita Sanghvi (3). 

First: Jennifer Allyn (4); Second - Deyanira Lopez (3); Joy Andrada (2) 

Blitz: First - Kate Southcote-Want (16); Second - Amanda Atkins (15): 

Third - Brenna Bowman (14) 


5...Bd7 6.0-0 Bg7 7.c3 Consolidates 


-b4 7...Nge7 8.Rel 0-0 9.Bd3 Re8 


10.Nb3 e5 11.Bg5 White gets strong 
initiative 11...f{6 12.Be3 Bg4 13.h3 
Be6 14.Nc5 Qc8 15.Qb3 b6?+- [} 
15...Bf7+] 16.Nxe6?? letting the 
wind out of her own sails [! 16.Ba6 
dxe4 A) 17.Bxc8 is the weaker al- 
ternative 17...Bxb3 18.Nxb3 Raxc8u 
(18...exf3?! 19.Bd7=) ; B) 17.Qxe6+?! 
is no comparison 17...Qxe6 18.Nxe6 
exf3+-; C) 17.Nxe6+- ] 16...Qxe6 
17.exd5 Nxd5 18.Be4 Nxe3?+- 
[118...Rad8+] 19.fxe3 [19.Rxe3!? 


Chouchanik Airapetian (2125, 4-0) 

Diane Durham (1912) and Julia Kozhukh(1443), (3-1) 
Zsuzsa Veroci (2361), Carolyn Withgitt (1840), Colette McGruder (1812) and Ewlina Krubnik 
(1282) (2.5-1.5). 


16.Rel Re8S. 17:Rel 
LL7ZJGbS \Raba iF: 
..Qd7 18. Bg3 Nce7 19. 
Rxe6 Qxe6 20. Qb3u 
[20.Bxc7!? b5 21.Bb3] 
20...c6 21.Qxb6 Nxb6 
22. Bxe6+ Kh8 23.Bf7 
Rf8 24. Be6 Nbd5d 
[24...Ned5 25. Bd6 
Ries, 262 Bi7u) 25::.a3 
Controls b4 25...Rfd8 
2Z6:RelsNc6e 27 Bt7 
Ngf4 28.Bxf4 Nxf4 
29.Re7 b5 30.Re4 Nd3 
31.Re2 Ra7 32.Be8 
Re7 33.b4-+ [33.Re6 





WGM Veroci vs Riley Hughes with Tom 
Martell looking on 


hopes, more time. 

Sunday, the women, the junior 
high and high school girls finished their 
competition. One of the coaches, the 
indefatigable Nelson Hanton from Se. 
attle-Tacoma, also organized a blit, 
tournament for the younger girls who 
had finished their competition Satyr. 
day. 

The winners of the girls’ competi- 
tion were: 













Qxb3 20.axb3 Na5d+-] 19...Rad8? 
[(119...Qxb3 20.axb3 Ne7 21.Bxa8 
Rxa8 22.dxe5 fxe5+-] 20.Bxc6 Qxb3 
2l.axb3 Re6 22.Bb5 a5 [22...Re7 
cannot change what is in store for? 
23.Rxa7 e4 24.Nd2+-] 23.Bc4 Rde8 
24.e4 Kf8 25.Bxe6 Rxe6 26.d5 
[(26.d5 Rd6 27.b4 axb4 28.cxb4+-] 
1-0 

The women’s competition was 
fiercely fought, but a newcomer to 
the tournament, Chouchanik 
Airapetian from North Hollywood, 
won the title. Here are the results: 
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Nf4 34.Re4u (34.Rxc6? doesn’t lead 
toanything significant 34...Rb7-+) | 
33..Rec8 34.Bf7 Ra8& 35.Rc2 Rd7 
386.Be6 Rd6 37.Bf5 £=Nf43 
(137...Rxa3!? 38.Re2 g6 39.Bxd3 
Rxd3-+] 38.Be4 Ng6 [38...Rc8!?°] 
39.Kflu [1'39.Bxc6!? is noteworthy 
39..Rc8 40.Be4 Rxc2 41.Bxc2] 
39..Kg8 [39...Ne7 40.Re2 Rxa3 
41. Bxc6 Ral+ 42.Nel1 Rxc6 43.Rxe7 
Kg8-+] 40.Rc3u [40.Bxc6 Rxa3 
4].Bxb5 Ral+ 42.Ke2 Nf4+ 43.Ke3 
Nxg2+ 44.Ke43] 40...Ra6 41.h4 Re63 
[41...Ne7 42.94] 42.Bd3-+ [42.Bf5!? 
must definitely be considered 
42...Re7 43.d5 cxd5 44.Nd438] 


PROBLEM 


Problem 
0 by Kevin Begley 





R White to move and win! 


Solution in the summer issue. 


Organizer TD Doug 
Shaker and his son 
Isaac 


42...{5222 allows the opponent back 
into the game[42...f5 43.d5 cxd5 
44.Bxb5 Ra8+; !42...Ne7-+] “And 
White resigned under time pressure. 
O-1 


McGruder,C (1812) 
Veroci,Z (2361) [D86] 

2000 Region XI 
Women’s Open, Round 4 
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 d5 

4.cxd5 Nxd5 5.e4 Nxc3 6.bxc3 Bg7 
7.Bc4 Nc6 8.Nf3 last book move 
8...0-O0 9.0-0 b6 10.Bf4 Nad Black 
gets in control 11.Be2 Bb7 12.Nd2 
125002 25) 1Srdxes fos) Feed 


Solution to the 
2000 Winter problem: 


1.Bg2! 
Not 1.Qxh2? stalemate = 


Not 1.Kb1? and 1.Kb3? as both 
are answered by ...Q@c2+! with 
equality, 


Not 1.Kc3? which fails because 
after Qxf4 2.Bxb6+ Kb8 3.Bc7+? 
can be answered by Qxc7 with 
check, 


Not. .b.Kas?, L.Kal?, and 
1.Bf2? are all answered by Qxf4 
2.Bxb6 Kb8 3.Bc7+ Qxc7 4.Na6+ 
Kc8 5.Nxc7 Kxc7 when White is 
powerless to prevent Kd6, Ke5d, 
and Kxf6, leaving a drawn “bishop 
of the wrong color” ending) 


13.dxc5 Rc8 14.f3u [}14.Be3!? and 
White can hope to live] 14...Bxc3 
pi4...pxcdrl 15.062) 15.Rel Rxed 
16.Nb3 Nxb3 17.axb3 Bd4+ 18.Kh1 
RxG) 29 Oxe!. Ces: bo. 7.ebl? 
20.Bh6 Re8?] 20.Bc4u [20.Qa3 e5 
21.Bh6 Re8] 20...Qc5 21.Bh6 Rc8& 
22.Qf4 e6 23.Qg5 Qxg5 24.Bxg5 
Kg7u [24...b5 25.Rd1 (25.Bxb5? 
Rc5-+) 25...bxc4 26.Rxd4-+] 25.Rd1 
e5 26.f4 Rce7u [26...Bxe4!? 27.fxe5 
Bxe5 28.Re1-+] 27.fxe5 Bxe5d 28. 
Bd8 Rc5d? [28. ..Rc8 29. Rd7 Bxe4 
30.h4u] 29. Rd7 Bxeé4 [29. ..Ra5!? 
should be investigated more closely 
30. Kgl Bxe4 31. Rxf7+ Kh6%] 30. 
Rxf7+ Kh6 31.h4 The mate threat is 
Bg5 31. ..g5 32. Bxg5+ Kg6 33. Rxa7 
Re7 34. Rxc7 Bxc7 35. Kg1 Bd6 36. 
Kf2 Bc5+ 37. Kg3 Kf5 %4-% 

I had massive amounts of help 
from the usual crowd of generous 
and dedicated tournament direc- 
tors: Frisco del Rosario, Riley 
Hughes, Alan Kirshner, Tom 
Martell, Rene Plata, Hans 
Poschmann and Sujay Roy. M 
thanks to all. @ 


...Qxf4 (...Qxg2 can be an- 
swered by 2.Qf2 +-) 2.Bxb6+ Kb8 
(...Kxb6?Nd5+ +-) 3.Bc7+ Qxc7 
(...Kxce7? Nd5+ +-) 4.Na6+ Kc8 
5.Bh3! (not 5.Nxc7? 
which only draws) Qd7! (if 
Kd8 6.Nxc7 Kxc7, and 
White manages to avert 
the “bishop of the wrong 
color” ending with 7.Kc3 
followed by Kd4_ +-) 
6.Bxd7+ Kxd7 7.Kc3 (or 
7.Ke2, or even 7.Kel, but 
not 7.Nc5+? Kd6 8.Ne4+ 
[8.Nd3 Ke6 9.Nf4+ Kxf6 
10.Nxh5+ Kf5! =] Ke5 
9.Ng3 Kxf6 10.Kc3 
[10.Nxh5 Kf5=] KeSd! 
11.Kd3 [11.Nxh5 Kf5=] 
Kf4 12.Nxh5. 


CORNER 


e=mr-wontv 
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We met Jim Hurt when Jordy 
started to play at LERA. Jim was 
maybe 75 at the time, Jordy was 6, 
and I was of a certain age. And the 
things I didn’t know: I was about to 
embark on a career as a chess Mom, 
Jordy was missing a pencil, then an 
opponent, then a queen...Jim came 
to our rescue, many a time finding 
the “missing piece,” or, in the case 
of a forfeit, finding an opponent for 
an extra rated game...And, by the 
way, would I be interested in being 
in charge of trophies for the scho- 
lastic players? Would I?! Immedi- 
ately, I saw my chance to redeco- 
rate the living room. After Jim Hurt, 
trophies became this chess Mom’s 
best friend. Thanks to Jim’s idea, 
and funding, many a young chess 
player has trophies from winning 
DE, Unrated,” and then "CC", “B’ 
“A” and finally the “Open.” Usually, 
but not always, by the time scho- 
lastic players are playing in the 
Open, they are more interested in 
cash and not trophies, but chess 
Moms such as myself are always 
happy to have something (else) to 
treasure and display. 

Jim discovered I had a flair for 
buying and awarding trophies (No, 
Jordy did NOT always take first in 
his section!). And, by the way, 
would I be interested to take over 
donuts, coffee and finally the con- 
cession? Would I?! Immediately, I 
saw a way to make those hours 
spent at chess tournaments into 
something more productive. Finally, 
an end to useless fretting and nail- 


FOR 


By 


biting and pacing: there were people 
to feed! 

So,on the first day of every tour- 
nament, the kids and I would arrive 
extra early to help get the coffee go- 
ing, and to help get the men going 
setting up tables and chairs. Jim 
and I would fill the coffee urns with 
water, and, between the two of us, 
manage to carry everything out to 
the serving table. He came prepared 
to help me out, often bringing sup- 
plies of sugar and cream, fresh milk 
and coffee stirrers. Then, while reg- 
istration was, er, shall we say “in 
progress,” Jim and I would make a 
hurried dash to check the post of- 
fice box for late entries, and then to 
the Enteman’s Bakery off Mathilda 
Avenue in Sunnyvale. Jim provided 
me with a “stake,” back in those 
early post-divorce and no child sup- 
port days, and pitched for the pur- 
chase of several boxes of donuts. It 
tickled him to be able to help me 
out, and, to get his Senior Discount 
card stamped for the effort. Jim 
seemed to favor the powdered do- 
nuts and we'd sample them (just to 
make sure they were fresh, of 
course!) during the drive back to the 
old LERA site. I'd never mind the 
crumbs, the powdered sugar every- 
where; he and I deserved our 
“snack.” The next day, the morning 
rounds always started a tad later 
and Jim and I could be more lei- 
surely about picking up and sam- 
pling the donuts. We'd get the cof- 
fee going as usual and it would be 
groaning to a finish by the time we 


MEMORIAM 


JIM) HURT 


Randy Mont-Reynaud 


Ted and Jim Memoires of LERA with 
Ted Yudacufski and Jim Hurt (r). Photo 
by Duncan Oxley 


returned. Then, the little red light 
would come on, Jim would pro- 
nounce the coffee “Ready!” and we 
could have a generous sample of 
powdered donuts with our fresh 
brew. “You sure make this coffee 
strong,” was how Jim ackowledged 
my predilection, acquired in France, 
for the particularly dark espresso 
roast I had added to to Folger’s. 

By the time of Jim’s last LERA 
tournament, he and I were experi- 
menting with fresh fruit, bottled wa- 
ter and nutrient bars in addition to 
Enteman’s donuts, which had be- 
come a LERA classic... 

Somewhere, during all those 
years, Jordy finally got to play Jim 
Hurt and I remember hovering (as 
usual) over the game. That game 
was the culmination of many years 
of watching Jordy’s progress. Jordy 
stepped up to the plate; Jim was 78; 
I hovered (what else?) from not too 
afar. I was worried my old friend 
would lose, I worried that my old 
friend would win; it was a good 
game, if you were a worrier! Finally, 
Jim was gracious, but Jordy lost a 
pawn. I was actually relieved, 
though Jordy lost; it just didn’t seem 
quite fair for youth and folly to t- 
umph over age and wisdom just 
then! 

They never played again. As far 
as I know, Jim saved the (signed) 
score sheet; I went further than that, 
I sent the game in to the Chronicle, 
where it was annotated and pub- 
lished by the late George 
Koltanowski. Jordy became a Mas- 
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ter, then a teenager; Marijo 
battled it out in “D, E, Unrated” 
and took her reward in the form 
of apowdered sugar donut if she 
had a good game; then, she took 
to managing the snack bar (and 
the powdered donuts!) so I could 
fret full-time over in the 
Open... Time passed, but nobody 
was watching the clock. In our 
quarter, World Championships 
and National Cadet Champion- 
ship games were played and 
won or lost. Jim’s wife died; 
he moved to Colorado with his 
son’s family, and there, he told 
me, he taught chess to grand- 
children and also in some 
schools. But, he’d always be 
there for me at LERA, season 
after season. 

At the last LERA, I could see 
Jim was failing. He couldn't 
help carry the coffee urn and 
he seemed not to have the ap- 
petite even for a powdered 
sugar donut. At last, his loping 
gait was becoming a shuffle; now, 
[had to help him into the car, 
and now I had to double check 
each time that he’d fastened his 
seat belt. He’d reminisce, on our 
way to Enteman’s, about losing his 
wife, about how lucky he was to 





Photo by Richard Shorman 


be able to stay in Colorado with 
his family, and about still being 
able to take the train, then later 
on, a plane, to continue to run 
LERA for Bay area chess players. 
Jim still cheered for Jordy’s ev- 
ery victory, great and small; and 
he still encouraged my daughter, 


Marijo, and scores of other 
young chess players, to study 
and play the game of Kings and 
Queens. 

The old LERA site was demol- 
ished; a new site was built; 
tournaments continued for a 
while and another generation 
of chess players grew up. Then, 
Jim Hurt left us, but he has left 
us memories and his mark. I, 
for one, remember him calling 
out that, “Pairings are up for the 
Open section,” and then he’d 
head across the parking lot at 
the old site, with the pairing 
board...1 remember his an- 
nouncements' interrupting 
everyone’s play and concentra- 
tion, for the Brilliancy prizes, 
“Everybody, please stop your 
clocks...” I remember his flex- 
ibility, and openness to new 
ideas, adding the pay phone 
number to LERA tournament 
fliers, changing the time con- 
trols to suit a majority of players... 
and then changing the time con- 
trols back again. I remember the 
happy winners, of LERA prizes, lin- 
ing up and shaking Jim’s hand... 
I remember shaking powdered 
sugar off his shirt. © 


Mont-Reynaud,Jordy - Hurt,Jim 
91 Silcon Valley Championship [B79] 
Annotated by George Koltanowski 


l.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 
4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 g6 6.Be3 Bg7 
7.13 Nc6 8.Qd2 0-0 9.Bc4 Bd7 
10.0-0-0 Qa5 11.Kb1 Rfc8 
12.Bb3 Ne5 13.h4 h5 14.Bg5 
Nce4 15.Bxc4 Rxc4 16.Nb3 Qd8 


17.e5! Ne8& 
If 17....dxe5 18.Bxf6 wins a piece 
18.exd6?! 


Jordy feels that 18.Rhal would 
put more pressure on black 


18.Nxd6 19.Bxe7? 
With 19.Qxd6 exd6 20.Bxd8 Rxd8 


21 Rxd6 white has more freedom 
of action 
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19....Qxe7 20.Qxd6 Qxd6 
21.Rxd6 Be6 22.Ne4 Rac8 23.c3 
Bf5 24.Nbd2 R4c7 25.Rel Be5 
26.Rd5 Bg3 27.Rh1 Bf4 28.Kcel 
Kf8 29.Rel Be6 30.Ra5 Rd8& 
31.Rd1 Red7 32.g3 Be3 33.Ra3 
Bc4 34.Kce2 Be2 35.Ral Rxd2+ 
36.Nxd2 Rxd2+ 37.Kb3 Bf2 
38.Rcl Bxg3 39.Ra4 Bdl+ 0-1 
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2000 SCHOOL CHESS CHAMPIONSHIPS 





Humpotpt County 


James Bauman 








The 3rd annual Humboldt 


Count School Chess Championship 
was held in Eureka at the Boys & 
Girls Club Teen Center on Saturday, 
May 20th. This was our largest 
turnout ever for any tournament in 
Humboldt County. This made orga- 
nizers James Bauman and Jerry 
Jackson quite happy. We had a to- 
tal of 40 students: 25 in the EI- 
ementary division, 8 Junior Higher’s 
and 7 at the High School level. Last 
year we had just over 20 so we had 
an almost 100% increased in atten- 
dance. We hope to keep improving 
on that as more schools become in- 
volved. To say it’s been easy would 
not be true as the school system just 
doesn’t see the light on just how 
much their students can benefit 
from chess. Those that have become 
involved in chess all speak of how 
much chess has done for their stu- 
dents but yet the system itself does 
so little to promote chess. For in- 
stance, every school received flyers 
about the tournament and many of 
them were visited personally by 
myself . When talking to students 
not one had been told about the 
tournament by their school. Any 
suggestions on how to get schools 
involved would be appreciated. 
Acknowledgement should be 
given to those schools and individu- 
als who made this possible. First, 
to Burt Neimann and the students 
of Redway Elementary in Southern 
Humboldt. Burt has had a chess 
program where he teaches now for 
a number of years. Last year 
Redway dominated the elementary 


division but this year faced tough 
competition from a group of Home 
Schoolers from Eureka. Redway led 
throughout the tournament only to 
see the home schoolers come within 
a half point at the end of the last 
round. Congratulations to Redway 
for their 2nd. straight Elementary 
Team Championship. 

Second, to the home schoolers 
from Eureka , to Linda Altic their 
organizer and to Arthur Burns their 
coach. They meet twice a month for 
two hours a session at the Eureka 
Library. They have 15-20 students 
in the program. They formed their 
chess program by publicizing it ina 
newsletter put out by the Humboldt 
Home Schoolers. This was the first 
tournament that their students have 
participated in and they did very 
well. Not only did they finish in sec- 
ond place, only a half point behind 
Redway in the elementary section; 
they tied for first in the Junior High 
division. 

Third, and possibly the success 
story (along with the home 
schoolers) of the tournament the 
Bridgeville team organized by Vir- 
ginia Mullan. John Blakely started 
the chess program at Bridgeville and 
organized it for the first two years. 
Virginia has run it for the last two 
years and is responsible for getting 
the team together and arranging 
transportation to the tournament 
site. Bridgeville is a very small 
school way out in the boonies some- 
where and like Redway have 1 and 
1/2 hour of driving time to get to 
Eureka. So, it is no small task orga- 


nizing a trip to Eureka. Some of 
these young people must have to get 
up quite early as many of them 
probably live quite a distance from 
the school where I assume they meet 
before leaving for the tournament. 
Why can’t the schools in Arcata, 
Eureka and Fortuna get their teams 
together? I don’t know. Bridgeville, 
also playing in their first tourna- 
ment finished fourth in the Elemen- 
tary section and tied for first with 
the Home Schoolers at the Junior 
High level. 
At the High School level, 
Arcata High School easily took first 
place, for the third straight year. All 
their players are members or former 
members of the Arcata Chess Club. 
Terry Wolf, very underrated at 
around 1400, easily won his four 
matches with Alex Hockenson of 
Arcata taking second. Jason 
Mondazon of Sunny Brae Jr. High 
in Arcata, swept through his oppo- 
sition and was crowned the Junior 
High Champion. Jason taught by 
his father is one of our top junior 
players of 2000, and we are looking 
forward to what we hope will be 
some strong competition in the Jun- 
ior Championship which will be held 
at the same location in November. 
Lonnie Smith of Bridgeville took 
second winning the playoff with 
Home schooler Hathaniel Wilson 
who took home the third place prize. 
The current Junior Champion, For- 
est Carter from Jacoby Creek School 
in Arcata, lived up to his title de- 
feating Cody Vella of Redway, who 
finished 2nd in 1999, in a tough last 
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round to remain undefeated in tour- 
nament play and to win his second 
title, the 2OOO Elementary School 
Champion. Forest finished with 5 
points out of a possible of 5. As the 
luck of the Swiss would have it Cody 
with a chance to win the tournament 
ifhe could have defeated Forest but 
he dropped all the way to 5th with a 
score of 3 1/2. Kyle H. Fleck from 
Worthington Elementary of Eureka 
drew with Cody in the second round 
and went on to win the remainder 
of his games finishing with 4 1/2 
points and claimed second place. 

He did not face Forest and was also 


Humboldt County School Chess Championships Results 


Section Place 
High School Ist 


2nd 
3rd 


Junior High Ist 
2nd 


4th 


Elementary Ist 
2nd 
3rd 


5th 


Place 
High School Ist 

2nd 

3rd 


Junior High Ist 
3rd 


Elementary lst 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
5th 


Eureka’s top individual scorer. Jor- 
dan Matteoli ,home schooler, de- 
feated Seth McFarland of Pacific 
Union in Arcata and, McKye Zastrow 
from Bloomfield Elem. in Arcata de- 
feated Joe Saban of Redway in the 
last round to tie for third place. 

Kyle, Jordan and McKye were all 
playing in their first tournament as 
far as I know. It should also be noted 
that it was Jake Pisauro victory in 
the last round which gave Redway 
the point they needed to defend their 
title. Jake finish in a 6 way tied for 
sixth place along with Michael 
Kubik of Redway, last years 3rd 


INDIVIDUALS 
Name 
Terry Wolf 


Alex Hockenson 
Trevor Keiber 
Joe Serverdia 
Jacob Lewis 
Sam Beach 


Jason Mondazom 
Lonnie Smith 
Nathaniel Wisan 
William Bertain 
Mark Gladding 


Forest Carter 
Kyle Fleck 
Jordan Matteoli 
McKye Zastrow 
Cody Vella 


TEAMS 
School 
Arcata 
Eureka 
Home schoolers 


Home schoolers 
Bridgeville 
Sunny Brae 


Redway 

Home schoolers 
Bloomfield 
Bridgeville 
JacobyCreek 


place finisher, Seth McFarland, Sam 
Zublin-Meyer of Mistwood Elem., 
Josh Altic and Peter Wilson both 
home schoolers. Thanks again to all 
who participated and to Jerry Jack- 
son who helped organize and ob- 
tained the site. Thanks to the Boys 
and Girls Club for donating the site 
and to TD Robert Green for donat- 
ing his time to help direct the tour- 
nament. We had three rooms witha 
separate tournament going on in 
each room and without Robert’s 
help and expertise I do not know 
what I would have done. 





School 
Arcata HS 


Arcata HS 
Arcata HS 
Arcata HS 
Eureka HS 
Eureka HS 


Sunny Brae 
Bridgeville 
Home schooler 
Home schooler 
Bridgeville 


Jacoby Creek 
Worthington 
Home Schooler 
Bloomfield 
Redway 


City 
Arcata 
Eureka 


Bridgeville 
Arcata 


Redway 
Arcata 


Bridgeville 
Arcata 


Home schoolers-team B 
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Nineteen juniors and 16 adults 
competed in our first ever Arcata 
open, which was held at the new 
Community Center in Arcata over 
the weekend of June 3 & 4. The 
Open attracted players from Oregon, 
Sonoma County and Sacramento as 
well as bringing a few players out of 
the closet who reside here in 
Humboldt County. These combined 
with our regular local players made 
a really nice tournament. We will be 
doing it again next year. A last 
minute donation by Richard Hastain 
of Eureka also allowed us to be able 
to double our cash prizes and to pay 
out $150 for 1st, S80 for 2nd and 
$40 for third; along with class prizes 
of $20 each. Not bad for a $10 entry 
fee. Our blitz tournament on Friday 
night was sort of a flop. The main 
tournament however was a success. 


Richard Green, who now resides in 





TD Richard Green 


Ferndale, came out of retirement to 
direct his first USCF tournament in 
four years. He did a splendid job. 
The city of Arcata also did not charge 
us anything for the use of the Com- 
munity Center which enabled us to 
keep our entry fee low. The facilities 
were excellent as we had the use of 
a total of four room. We were able to 
use the main room for the playing 
area, a Skittles room (or hutch for 


by 
James Bauman 


us rabbits), a playing room for the 
juniors and a room to just hang out 
in if needed. For 
weeks | heard that there was 
someone new in town who 
opens his games with both 
rook pawns and then pro- 
ceeds to crush his oppo- 
nents in our local coffee 
house. I thought we had a 
master passing through but 
I never imagined that we ac- 
tually had an IM living 
amongst us rabbits. When 
Jay Whitehead showed up at 
our local chess club, the 
Tuesday before the tourna- 
ment I did not know who he 
was. He almost left, as sometimes 
we are not the most outgoing group 
of people. After talking for awhile he 
introduced himself and then I real- 
ized who the mystery coffee house 
player was. I also realize that we had 
something special here that Arcata 
may never get again. I begged him, 
without being too obvious, to play 
in the tournament. He implied that 
there was a good chance he would. 
Richard Hastain’s donation; which 
couldn't have come at a better time, 
surely didn’t hurt enticing White- 
head to play. Anyway Whitehead 
did show up and I thank him for 
that. 

Needless to say, Jay won the 
tournament quite easily with his 
only challenge coming in round 4 
from Herman Chiu(2149) of Or- 
egon. Chiu came out of the open- 
ing in fine shape but then White- 
head proceeded to take the advan- 
tage and to slowly add to it until it 
was all over for Chiu. At least from 
my viewpoint that is what happened 
but then what do I know? Chiu took 
2nd but not until he withstood a 
strong challenge in the last round 
from Robert Fornes of 
McKinleyville. Fornes may have had 
an advantage but he gave up a 


Herman Chiu vs IM Jay Whitehead 


ARCATA OPEN 


Thomas Boyd (r ) vs Sylver Good 


Knight and a Bishop for a Rook and 
a Pawn and was then outplayed by 





Chiu in the endgame. Fornes en- 
tered the tournament as not having 
played in 11 years and with an as- 
sumed rating of 1400. His actual 
rating turned out to be 1605. His 
games appeared to be much stron- 
ger and he was unfortunate to lose 
to Chiu in the last round. Similar 
to Fornes, Thomas Boyd (1709), of 
Sonoma County, had the misfortune 
(as far as final placing) to draw 
Whitehead in the last round and fin- 
ished out of the money. Third place 
went to Ewald Hopfenzitz (1504) of 
Brookings, Oregon who defeated our 
former junior champion Arlen 
Vanek (1323) in the final round. 
Arlen is now mainly a Blitz player 
and had trouble adjusting to the 
slower time control. 

James Bley (960), also of 
Brookings, was rewarded with a last 
round victory over Ed Morton (1053) 
of Eureka. Morton had a splendid 
first day beating Hopfenzitz in the 
first round, drawing with Boyd in 
the 2nd round and taking Chiu to 
the limit in round three before los- 
ing in the endgame. Jerry Jackson 
(1151) and Lynda Wolf (1123) 
shared the under 1200 prize of $20 
but Jerry probably feels he got 
swindled out of $10 as Wolf and long 
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time Arcata Chess Club member 
Sylver Good (1683) played what ap- 
peared to be a very long GM draw. 
Anyway they are all loyal local club 
members and Jerry’s probably for- 
gotten about that $10. Maybe not. 
Many of our local players did not 
attend either due to being out of 
town or whatever but all in all it was 
areally nice tournament and hope 
that more of you will attend next 
year. There was a $5 discount for 
Cal Chess players. Boyd and Jack- 
son were two of those who took ad- 
vantage of the discount. 

A sad note, local chess player 
and club member Amy La Rue 
(1162); who was planning on play- 
ing in her lst weekend Swiss, 
passed away the week before. She 
would have really enjoyed the tour- 
nament. Amy loved the “Game”. She 
will be truly missed. 

In the Junior Tournament held 
on Saturday, Arcadian’s Forest 
Carter, the current Humboldt 
County Jr. Champion, and Terry 
Wolf, entered the last round both 


Forest Carter (r) and Terry Wolf appear 
relaxed before the start of their playoff 


game 


with perfect scores of 4. Forest 
reached there by easily defeating 
Ben O’Hanen in round 4, while Terry 
defeated Ahry Haedrich in what may 
have been the best game of the tour- 


nament. Terry had a Bishop for two 
pawns but Ahry had a passed rook 
pawn which he gave up for a pro- 
tected passed center pawn. Terry’s 
tournament experience then seemed 
to pay off as he first prevented the 
pawns from advancing and then 
proceeded to win the backward 
pawn and the game. This set up a 
rematch of last years Jr. Champi- 
onship between Forest and Terry. 
This time Terry reached an opposite 
color Bishop endgame and a pawn 
up that ended in a draw. This re- 
sulted in Forest and Terry tying for 
first. In the playoff to see who took 
home the trophy, again Terry’s ex- 
perience playing in club tourna- 
ments and his never give up atti- 
tude seemed to pay off. Forest ob- 
tained a strong winning position but 
Terry stuck in there and when For- 
est made a couple of quick moves 
Terry took advantage of them and 






Ahry Haedrich (r) vs Terry Wolf 


went on to win the game from what 
appeared to be a totally lost posi- 
tion. Forest is only 11 and has fin- 
ished either first or tied for first in 
all three tournaments he has played 
in. His respect as a chess player con- 
tinues to grow and we look 
forward to his future 
games. Lets hope he can 
continue his strong play. 

Bridgeville again brought 
a strong group of players 
with Mark Gladding lead- 
ing the way by tying Joe 
Servedia of Arcata for 
third. Lonnie Smith of 
Bridgeville came in fifth. 
A list of all the other prizes 


follows: 
U/14yrs lst McKye 
Zastrow, 2nd Kim 


Comarsh, 3rd Matt VanHelden. U/ 
12yrs Ist Ben O’Hanen, 2nd Seth 
McFarland, 3rd Zachary Dockins. 
U/10yrs lst Paul Mullan, 2nd 
Conner Anderson and 3rd Daniel 


Fletcher. Thanks again to all who 
participated especially those who 
came from afar. 


Round 2 
W: Robert Fornes (1607) 
B: IM Jay Whitehead (2467) 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.a3 
Bc3 5.be 0-0 6.Nf3 c5 7.e3 Nc6 8. 
Bd3 d6 9.0-0 e5 10.Nd2 Re8 11.d5 
e4 12.Bc2 Nad 13.Ba4 Bd7 14.Bd7 
0d7_.15:)-QOc2) Res 





16.f4 ef 17.Rf3 Rae8 18.Nfl Nc4 
19.Qd3 Qa4 20.Rh3 Rd5d 21.Qb1 
Rdl 22.Qf5 Nd2 23.Bd2 Ral 24.e4 
Qe4 25.Qe4 Ne4 26.Re3 Rfl 27.Kf1 
Nd2 0-1 


Round 3 
W: IM Jay Whitehead (2467) 
B: Sylver Good (1678) 


1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 
d6 5.Be2 c6 6.Bg5 Qc7 7.f4 Nbd7 
8.e5 Ng8 9.Nf3 f6 10.ef Ngf6 11.0-0 
0-0 12.Kh1 e5 13.fe de 14.d5 Ne8& 
15.Be7 Rf6 16.c5 Rf4 17.a3 Nf8 
18.d6 





18.Q9d7 19.Ng5 Qf5 20.Bc4 Be6 
21.Ne6 Rf1 22.Qf1 1-0 ) 
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An ae on 


Editors Note: An interesting and 
often heated exchange flared on the 
Calchess mailing list in February. It 
started as a discussion of the contro- 
versial clock rules at the Peoples tour- 
nament where digital clocks were not 
allowed to be set to time delay mode. 
The discussion quickly broadened to 
include many other aspect of tourna- 
ment organization. I have selected 
some of the most intriguing comments 
to be reprinted below. 

I'm an old-timer in this area, 
having playing in LERA tourna- 
ments since the 1960s. I'm a life 
member of both the USCF and Me- 
chanics’ Institute. Nowadays, I only 
have time for one or two tourneys a 
year. I agree with Jeff Andersen 
about the burden on one’s family, 
work life and other commitments 
entailed by the traditional eat-your- 
weekend format. Yet I am not as 
swift as I used to be, in many re- 
spects, and game-in-30 or game- in- 
60 is a different kind of fun than a 
traditional tournament with slow 
time controls. 

Personally, I am ambivalent. 
Being a few years from retirement 
yet, and still caught up in the Sili- 
con Valley e-commerce rat race, I 
feel the pressure Jeff talks about 
even more acutely than I did 15 
years ago. Yet I'd hate to think that 
after I retire, and my household is 
thereby better able to spare me for 
an occasional weekend, there will be 
no more traditional tournaments to 
play in, only sudden-death. There 
is an artistic side to the game, whose 
quality deteriorates with time pres- 
Sure even when the players have 

better nerves and skills than mine. 

Let me share one reminiscence 
from my grad student days, when I 
was working a summer job in Ot- 
tawa, Canada and played in the New 
York State Championship. In the 
pen-ultimate round, I (an expert) 








was paired up against a master, Ivan 
Theo- dorovich. He needed a full 
point, of course, and chose to try 
grinding me down from a level 
endgame. Between moves 50 and 
60 he declined a couple of draw of- 
fers from me. But since he was 
probably as old then as I am now, I 
had better sitzfleisch. By move 85, 
I was riled up and declining his draw 
offers. He finally resigned on move 
111, after more than ten hours in 
the saddle, and I found myself with 
a Clear half-point lead going into the 
final round. 

Of course, everyone else had 
been waiting for hours for pairings. 
I got twenty minutes for lunch and 
then had to sit down to play another 
master. Needless to say, he dis- 
posed of me handily. 

So on the one hand, the tradi- 
tional time control gave me the 
chance to beat a master at his own 
game, an experience I'll never for- 
get. On the other hand, it grossly 
inconvenienced all the other play- 
ers and the directors, and forced me 
to play a crucial game when ex- 
hausted. Conclusion: I’m still am- 
bivalent. 

When I return to more regular 
participation in tournament chess, 
I plan toequip myself with a Fischer 
clock and experiment with using it. 
Regards, 

Ted Syrett 


CalChess should survey its 
members about preferences for time 
controls, sites, entry fees, prizes, etc. 
A survey could be done via internet, 
FAX, or snail mail — include a 
questionier in the California Chess 
Journal to get feedback from the 
players who do not attend the large 
tournaments where CalChess meet- 
ings are held. Presumably there is 


on 
7 


demand for a variety of tourna- 
ments, but a serious concern is a 
lack of tournaments for the tradi- 
tional enthusiast who wants a clas- 
sic affordable tournament with old 
fashioned analog clocks and pro- 
gressive time controls without sud- 
den death. 

Walter Wood 


I Let me adopt a different, more 
conciliatory tone. Let’s start by tak- 
ing a look at the burgeoning atten- 
dance at scholastic events. What is 
going to happen when all these kids 
grow up? Well, the normal things, 
of course. Most of them will segue 
from childhood into adults with 
families and careers, and, of course, 
their available time for recreational 
chess will diminish drastically. 

We must address the problem 
of declining adult memberships, and 
declining tourney particiapation, as 
a simple function of the lack of de- 
sirability of long time-control chess 
as a recreation option for adults. 
Golfers with families and work 
committments do NOT spend all 
weekend playing golf. Joggers do 
NOT spend all weekend jogging. 

For many adults with careers 
and families to attend to, ANY rec- 
reational activity which sucks up an 
entire weekend simply is NOT a vi- 
able option. It is selfish beyond be- 
lief for a spouse to say to his or her 
counterpart, “I’m off to play chess 
for two days at the 34th Annual 
Pocket Change Open in Antioch. 
YOU take care of the kids, and ev- 
erything else around the house that 
has to be done this weekend, while 
I am off playing chess.” You cant 
take an attitude like that and stay 
married for long. 

We need to START focusing on 
making tournament chess a legiti- 
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mate weekend recreation for adults, 
and that means developing short 1- 
day tournaments that take about 
the same time to complete as a 
round of golf: 4 - 6 hours. I have 
put my money where my mouth is 
on this one, and I regularly promote 
such G/45 tournaments in St. Hel- 
ena. These are great events: fun to 
play in, and SHORT — we are al- 
ways done by 4:00 PM. I offer a flex- 
ible prize fund, AND a FIDE Las Ve- 
gas -Style playoff system to make 
sure there are no ties for prizes. 
Everyone who has attended has en- 
joyed the format. 

I repeat: long time controls are 
ONLY appropriate at Goichberg- 
style BIG BUCKS tournaments. If 
you are paying a large entry fee to 
go for the big bucks, then,sure, I can 
understand why players would de- 
sire long time controls in that situ- 
ation. 

In this time-is-money society, 
spending a lot of money on chess is 
unproductive. I once heard some- 
one ask Brenda Goichberg how 
much a run-of-the-mill chess pro- 
fessional in the class of GM 
Shabalov makes per year: Brenda 
said, “S25,000 tops.” So, there is no 
point in saying we should focus on 
turning out world-class pros, be- 
cause only the fortunate few every 
see any real money. For most of us 
who play chess, it is a recreational 
activity that we INVEST money in, 
we never even get close to the plus 
column, monetarily speaking. So 
let's keep our local tourneys short, 
unless the prize funds are big 
enough to justify long time controls. 

One final point on the time de- 
lay clock: Time delay clocks negate 
the Insufficient Losing Chances rule, 
and let the players decide the out- 
come themselves. 

Jeff Andersen 


I'm not a California resident any 
longer, and I’m not playing in the 
People’s Open, but I’m a former Cali- 
fornia resident / player and one of my 
friends here from Hawaii intends to 
play in the People’s, so perhaps I can 
have his proxy and express my opin- 
ion. 

I agree with you insofar as I pre- 


fer time delay play. On ICC, where 
the option is even easier, I won't 
even play unless it is with an incre- 
ment. 

At the same time, I’m an orga- 
nizer/director myself. I’ve enjoyed 
the past couple of years where I 
don’t have to address insufficient 
losing chance claims due to the 
prevalence of time delay clocks. At 
the same time, I’ve been very un- 
happy over clock owners’ and op- 
ponents’ unfamiliarity with what is 
now to be standard tournament 
equipment. 

As a matter of course, I would 
have to instruct people on the op- 
eration of each of the time delay 
clocks in use in the tourney - some- 
times multiple times throughout 
the tournament. Despite that, there 
was always someone in each tour- 
nament who would screw up or 
didn’t understand operation of the 
clocks. Sometimes games were lost 
as a result. 

In sum, as a player, I prefer time 
delay clocks. As a director, I prefer 
(by a slight margin) no time delay. 
As a result, I take no particular of- 
fense to Mike Goodall’s decision. 
Larry Reifurth 


I am trying to get to the heart of 
why live tournaments are dying and 
the USCF is moribund. I believe the 
reasons have to do with time con- 
trols and the death of real chess. 
Many other chess players feel the 
same way. I know dozens of players 
who no longer compete because of 
sudden death time control. Direc- 
tors have been changing the rules, 
inserting themselves as a third party 
into a two player game. Tournament 
attendance as a function of USCF 
membership drops. Directors then 
fool themselves with bogus explana- 
tions for this (the internet, scholas- 
tic players, etc.) rather than con- 
sider that they may have been wrong 
in the changes they made. 

Robert [sluggo11@home.com] 


* * * 


As to the claim that traditional 
40/2, 20/1 forever controls worked 
quite well for many decades: 


Yes for the players most of 
whom were soundly asleep by 11 pm 
on Saturday night and who awoke 
at 8 am on Sunday for the first 
round. Not so for the directors who 
were usually up to 3 or 4 am on 
Sunday watching one last game fin- 
ish under conventional time con- 
trols. The TD would then get to sleep 
at about 4 am or so only to rise at 7 
am to pair by hand the first Sunday 
round. 

I consider sudden death a mixed 
blessing but the best way to handle 
a lot of players in a short week-end 
time frame. I don’t use it out of a 
desire to treat players like “cattle”; I 
use it to keep my health and to give 
most players the best possible play- 
ing experience. 

Allan Fifield 


Actually, I feel perfectly fine 
leaving decisions like this up to the 
TD. Itis such an enormous pain to 
organize or run a tournament, | 
think it is fine to let the TD follow 
his or her own notions of the per- 
fect tournament. 

As for the low entry fee tourna- 
ment with no sudden death: As al- 
ways, the problem is finding a place. 
The places I know about are either 
thousands of dollars a day or hun- 
dreds of dollars an hour. Neither 
lends itself well to a low fee tourna- 
ment with long time controls. It 
would work in donated space, but 
it is next to impossible to find do- 
nated space. 

-Doug Shaker 


* * * 


You are right, even the “People’s” 
does not have donated space, and 
they probably pay a fortune for a 
janitor to clean the bathrooms. What 
about chess in the great California 
outdoors? (bring your own table, 
chair, set, event cancelled by rain) 
Walter Wood 
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Open Champ 
McNaughton 


Beavers, Larry (1285) 
Tataryan, David (874) 
Reserve Rd 1 

David Tataryan proves the old 
saying “No-one ever won by resign- 
ing” to score a 411 point upset. 
Dead lost for many moves, David 
finds the best moves he can until a 
gift appears. 

].e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.e5 c5 4.dxc5? 














David Tataryan | 


This pawn capture is highly 
questionable as it removes needed 
support from the advanced e pawn 
while inviting the black bishop to the 
desirable c5 square. 

4...Bxc5 5.Nf3 h6? 

A wasted tempo; 6. Bg5 was no 
real threat. 

6.Be2 Ne7 7.0-0 0-0 8.Bd2 
Nd7?! 9.a3 a5 10.c4 d4? 

The pawn plunges too deeply 
into enemy territory. 

11.Bd3 f6 12.Rel b6 13.Be4 
Rb8 14.b4! 








Games from the 
San Joaquin Championship 
May 20-21 in Fresno 


Selected and Lightly Annotated by Allan Fifield 











2p Geile csos 

A nice shot winning the bishop! 

14....axb4 15.axb4 Bxb4 
16.Bxb4 fxe5 17.Qd3 Nc5 18.Bh7+ 
Kh8 19.Bxc5 bxc5 20.Nxe5 Qd6 
21.Nd2 Bb7 22.Ndf3 Rf6 23.Nh4 
Rbf8 24.Neg6+ Nxg6 25.Nxg6+ Rxg6 
26.Bxg6 e5 27.Be4 Qf6 28.Bxb7 
Qxf2+ 29.Kh1 Rb8 
30.Ra8?? 

Practically the only way to lose; 
Pinning the black rook on b8 looks 
impressive... 

30. Qxel+ ....except for the mate 
in two so 0-1 


Grimaldo, Tony (1193) 
Estrada, John (1404) 
Reserve Rd 2 





A nice clean win and a 211 point 
upset to boot by young Tony 
Grimaldo. 

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Nf3 
e6 5.Bg5 Be7 6.e3 Ne4 7.Bxe7 
Oxe7?.{7...Nxcob*S.Bxds Nxdl 
9.Kxd1 Kxd8=] 8.Nxe4 dxe4 9.Nd2 

The square e4 and it’s occu- 
pants remains a continuous target 
for white the rest of the game. 


9.... f5 10.Be2 Nd7 11.0-0 Nf& 
12.f3 O-O 13.fxe4 fxe4 














a DC ee te hs 

Different pawn but the same 
weakness on e4 for black 

14.Q@c2 e5 15.Nxe4 exd4 
16.Nxf6+ gxf6? 17.exd4 Qe3+ 
18.Kh1 Qxd4 19.Rad1 Qe5 20.Bd3 
fo 21 RG 14 22-h3? 

This moves seems unneeded as 
I don’t see anything wrong with ei- 
ther an immediate Bxg7+ or Rdf] 
for white. 

22....Qh5 23.Rdfl BfdS 24.Bxf5 
Rxf5 











hie 15 a d 2 f a h 
25.g4!! fxg3 26.Rxg3+ Kh8 
(26.....Rg5 27.Rxg5 Qxg5 28 Rgl 
wins the queen) 27.Rxf5 1-0 


Pascal, Christopher (1886) 
McNaughton, Erwin (2139) 
Open Rd 2 

The eventual winner of the Open 
Section expert Erwin McNaughton 
shuts the door on Chris Pascal with 
his pretty 23™ move. 

l.e4 e6 2.Qe2 ed! 

The right response to 2.Qe2 as 
now white is forced to play a double 
€ pawn opening with his queen mis- 
placed. Either the queen moves 
again to allow the king bishop to de- 
velop normally or the bishop heads 


eee 
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(0 62 where it is rather toothless 
3.Nf3 Nc6 4.c3 d6 5.g3 Bg4 


6.Bg2 
Asad case of gum disease as the 


‘' bishop has no bite on this square. 


Be7 7.0-O Qd7 8.Qb5? 

This turns out rather badly as 
black intended to queenside castle 
inany case. 

8....0-0-0 9.Rel h5 10.Qa4 Kb8 
11.d4 Bxf3! 12.Bxf3 Nxd4! 








WE gk ON: a a a 
The white bishop on f3 is both 
undefended and resting on a square 
that forks the king and the rook. Life 
has become bad for white. 
13.Qd1 Nxf3+ 14.Qxf3 h4 
15.Be3 Rf8 16.Nd2 f5 17.exf5 Rxf5 
18.Q¢2 hxg3 19.hxg3 Rfh5 20.Rad1 
Qg4 21.Nb3 b6 22.Qc6 











23....e4! 

Closes the backdoor! Everything 
mates! 

23.Qe8+ Kb7 O-1 


Yost, Keith (1758) 
Pascal, Chris (1856) 
Open Rd 3 
Two youthful rivals clash in the 
third round. The bell has barely 
tung with Keith lowers his guard 
and Chris responds with a slashing 
right hook. 
Pet €6'2.0e2 Cd 
Certainly but in my opinion bet- 
leris 2....e5 forcing white to play a 
double e pawn game with the queen 
Misplaced on e2. 
3.43 Ne7 4.f4 d5 5.e5 b5? 
Too ambitious but unpunished 
inthis game. 
6.Nf3 d4 7.Nbd2 Qad 
This pin proves amazingly tough 





to answer. 

8.94? Nd5 9.f5? 

Whites 8th and 9h moves area 
suicidal opening of an inferior posi- 
tion. 8.g3 Nd5 9.Bg2 Ne3 10.Kf2 of- 
fers a practical chance of getting 
untangled enough to survive. 

9....Ne3! 


4 YY“, 
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10.Kf2 Nxg4+ 11.Kg3 exf5 
12.Bg2 Qd8! 

The pin is gone so black rede- 
ploys the queen to roam viciously 
all over the weakened kingside 
squares. 

13.Ne1 f4+ 14.Kxf4 Qh4 15.Kf3 
Bb7+ O-1 For if 16.Ne4 Nxe5 mate 


Edwards, Lewis (1825) 
Hoffman, Gary (1871) 
Open Rd 4 

1.d4 d5 2.e3 c5 3.c3 e6 4.f4 
Nc6?! 

A classic Stonewall attack by 
white. Theory recommends that the 
black queen’s knight go to d7 (rather 
than c6 as in this game) to assist in 
the in the defense of the kingside. 
While impressive looking to begin- 
ners, Whites set-up is a little 
‘wooden’ so that a decisive kingside 
attack can be surprisingly hard to 
generate. 

5.Nf3 Nf6 6.Bd3 Be7 7.Nbd2 0O- 
0 8.0-0 b6 9.Qe1?! 

Qe2 is a bit more flexible with 
the queen having influence on both 
sides of the board. 

9....Bb7 10.Qg3 











a  O ee t  e 
10.....cxd4? 
Black should maintain the cen- 
ter tension by NOT exchanging 


pawns. 10....Rc8 is good enough. 
With the center more or less locked, 
white can now begin probing the 
kingside. While I would prefer 
blacks position with the Queen 
Knight on d7 rather than c6 there 
is no reason for whites kingside play 
to be so decisive as in this game. 

11.exd4 Nh5d 12.Qh3 g6 13.Ne5 
f5 14.Ndf3 Qc7 15.Bd2 Bf6 16.g4 
fxg4 17.Qxg4 Ne7 18.Ng5 Bxg5 
19.fxg5 Rxfl+ 20.Rxfl Nf5 21.Qe2 
Re8 22.Ng4 Kg7 23.Bxf5 gxf5d 
24.Nh6 Ng3!!? 











Abe Ce Oe 

A nice try in a grim looking po- 
sition 

25.hxg3 Ba6 26.Qf2! [26.Qxa6 
Qxg3+ draws] Bxfl 27.Kxfl Qc4+ 
28.Kg2 Qxa2? 

Suicidal; 28....Qc7 is required to 
play on. 

29.Qf4 Qc4 30.Qe5+ 1-0 

As 30....Kg6 [30...Kf8 31.Qf6 
mate] 31.Qf6+ Kh5 32.Qf7 is a pretty 
mate 





Stephen Ho undefeated to take 
1*%*t place Reserve Section 





Calitornia Chess Journal ¢ Spring 2000 












Chess has been called an art. 
The shapes of modern pieces were 
inspired by columns and horses’ 
heads from the Parthenon Frieze in 
the Elgin Marbles, and patented in 
1849 by artist Nathaniel Cook. One 
of the “immortal” games was so ad- 
mired by viewers that when it ended 
they showered the board and play- 
ers with money. Chess is even em- 
broiled in copyright dispute. Play- 
ers claim it to be a “mutually an- 
tagonistic work of art,” the publica- 
tion rights of which should belong 
to them. Publishers claim that since 
it is created in full view of the watch- 
ing world it is actually public do- 
main at inception. Tournament Di- 
rectors argue that since they collect 
and evaluate the scoresheets (con- 
taining every move of the game) and 
its results, they ought to own the 
rights. 

Chess has been called a sport. 
It is a 1500-year-old war game, and 
its contestants certainly engage in 
mental sport. Former World Cham- 
pion Anatoly Karpov routinely lost 
between 20 and 30 pounds during 
each of his month-long+ title defend- 
ing matches. Thinking burns up 
calories. 

Chess has been called a science. 
The Arabs began studying it as such 
in the 9th century, cataloguing the 
myriad possible opening variation 
trees and giving them names. Com- 
puter programmers have used chess 
as the “benchmark” test for repli- 
cating or at least imitating human 
thought and intuitive intelligence. 

And Wednesday evening, 10 


64 Squares 





By Keith Halonen 





May 2000, at Sonoma State Univer- 
sity, 50 miles north of San Francisco 
in Rohnert Park, California, a mi- 
nor form of chess went up against 
some stiff competition for a special 
academic acknowledgement. 

There was an Accelerated 
Reader program, a Claygate-Tran- 
sition program supporting self- 
knowledge for 6th graders, a French 
American Exchange program, a 
unique 4-6 Phys Ed program, a 
psychologist’s incredibly creative 
Social and Emotional Literacy Pro- 
gram with a clever “I caught you 
reading” feature, and a $7-million 
Wildlife Management Museum 
where students do everything, in- 
cluding pour the concrete and saw 
the wood for the traffic signage, 
never mind caretaking the animals. 

The Dolphin Kings Chess Club 
of Santa Rosa’s R.L. Stevens El- 
ementary School, represented by 
Ms. Kathy Huffstutter, school librar- 
ian and club coordinator, and my- 
self, a community chess instructor, 
received top honors as we were de- 
clared winner of the thirteenth an- 
nual Jack London Awards for Edu- 
cational Excellence. This honor sup- 
ports the claim of many who call 
chess an educational tool. 

As the only two people in the 
room who are not credentialed 
teachers we were doubly astonished 
to have the first Jack London Award 
of the new millenium! Though I am 
paid for my services by the Wright 
District Parent Teachers Club, 
Kathy is strictly a volunteer, and the 
only unpaid semi-finalist. She man- 


ages 60 students who show UP ey- 
ery Thursday to play chess during 
their lunch hour. They fill the schoo] 
library, occupying all the tables and 
all the floor space as well. Many ar- 
rive before school starts each day 
to get in a few games in the library 
before class. 

Exerpt from Professor of Math- 
ematics Rick Luttman’s juror com- 
ments read before presenting our 
award: 

“I must confess it: when | first 
heard that a Chess Club was pro- 
posed for the Jack London award, | 
was highly skeptical. I just didn’t 
see how an activity devoted to what 
is, after all, a game could possibly 
have the academic merit that is nor- 
mally present in programs that I 
have observed in the past for the 
Jack London award. 

“I have been ‘educated’ on this 
point! I have now completely 
changed my mind. I find that this 
Chess Club at R L Stevens School 
is a highly successful and highly ef- 
fective vehicle for accomplishing 
several important educational goals. 
The fact that what underlies it is a 
game is part of the point: Children 
(especially at the ages to which this 
program appeals, 4th - 6th graders) 
need a certain razzle-dazzle to be 
motivated to learn. A dry and dull 
presentation, no matter what its 
other virtues, will leave children 
unmoved and uninvolved. 

“But more — this is not merely 
ANY game: this is CHESS. It is un- 
doubtedly the most intellectual 
game that has ever been invented 
in all of human history. Unlike 
many games, there is no element of 
chance involved, unlike many other 
games there is no element of physi- 
cal skill involved. Success in this 
game depends on only one thing: 
how well you think.” 

Never missing an opportunity to 
wax proud, my acceptance com- 
ments: 

“In my kids chess class the chal- 
lenge is to make 15 minutes of bor- 
ing rules and dry tactics memo- 
rable, so I pad them out with 30 
minutes of completely crazy chess 
stories. ‘French and Italian players 


Continued on page 26 
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US CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP to be HELp in SeattLe in October 


NEWBURGH, May 21 - The Ex- 
ecutive Board of the United States 
Chess Federation has approved a 
deal to have the US Championship 
held in Seattle in October. The event 
will be organized and held by a pri- 
vate group of businessmen brought 
together by Grandmaster Yasser 
Seirawan and a Mr. Oke. 

Last October, the Executive 
Board canceled the 2000 US Cham- 
pionship for financial reasons. This 
led the Seattle based Seirawan 
sroup and several other groups to 
try to put the championship to- 
gether on a private basis. 

Two Executive Board members, 
Doris Barry and Helen Warren, ex- 
pressed opposition to the event be- 
ing held at all. In a telephone con- 
ference call earlier this month, the 
board voted 5-2 to pay travel ex- 
penses to allow George DeFeis, Ex- 
ecutive Director, to go to Seattle to 
negotiate with the Seirawan Group. 
Barry and Warren voted not to au- 
thorize DeFeis to travel and to ne- 
gotiate. Garrett Scott was not in on 


by 
Sam Sloan 


the conference call. 

DeFeis went to Seattle and came 
back with a agreement. The main 
points are as follows: 

1. The Seattle Group will incor- 
porate by June 15. The name will 
be the “Seattle Chess Foundation”. 

2. The Seattle Group will pro- 
duce proof by August 15 that it has 
$100,000. 

3. The Seattle Group will have 
an option to hold the championship 
every year for the next ten years. 
However, if the Seattle Group fails 
to hold the event in any year, then 
the agreement for all future years 
will be canceled at the option of the 
USCF. 

4. Within 60 days after the US 
Championship has been held, the 
Seattle Group will notify the USCF 
whether it intends to hold the cham- 
pionship the next year. 

5. For the rights to hold the US 
Championship, the Seattle Group will 
pay the USCF $5,000 per year for the 
first five years and $10,000 per year 
for the last five years. 





6. The Executive Director will be 
on the US Championship Organiz- 
ing Committee. 

7. Standards will be maintained 
so that the Seattle Group cannot 
hold an “cheap” event in one year 
and still retain the rights to future 
years. 

8. All games from the US Cham- 
pionship will be broadcast on the 
Seattle Group’s website. The USCF 
website will link to that website but 
will not broadcast the games itself. 

Doris Barry, who obviously re- 
mains opposed to this agreement, 
objected that the games from the US 
Championship should be on the 
USCF website. However, it was 
pointed out that the Seattle Group 
hopes to make money from adver- 
tising on its website. Therefore, if the 
USCF were to insist that the games 
be on the USCF website, there would 
be no deal. Doris Barry nevertheless 
continued to insist that the games 
be on the USCF website. Doris Barry 
also said that Al Lawrence had been 
working on a backup plan. 





The Millennium Chess Club 


Will feature USCF rated, as well as non-rated events, casual play, as well as speed tournaments. 
- Beginners and experienced players are welcome. 

- (Clocks and chess sets will be provided. 

- Membership is free to Milennium Athletic club members. 
- Nonmembers are welcome and will be charged a surcharge for each event for use oi the 


facilities. 


For a fall calendar schedule contact Duane Catania at 
707-745-8900 or email Heatrn@Aol.com 


Thursday Eveninings at Milennuim Sports Club 124 Lincoln Road 
(exit Magazine Street from Hwy 80 ) 6;15- 9345 
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~« DEMOCRATIC WAY! 


USCF has always claimed to be 
a democratic organization; our mis- 
sion statement states, “It is struc- 
tured to ensure effective democratic 
procedures.” But in practice, the 
members have little say in how the 
federation is run, as only the Vot- 
ing Members (about to become Del- 
egates and Alternate Delegates) 
elected or appointed by the state 
affiliates have the right to vote for 
the Policy Board (about to become 
the Executive Board). In 1998, the 
method of selecting these Delegates 
and Alternates was changed; begin- 
ning in 2000, all adult USCF mem- 
bers will have the right to vote for 
their state’s Delegates and alter- 
nates. This is a democratization of 
the selection of delegates who vote 
at the annual meeting, but it still 
leaves the election of our Executive 
Board as a basically undemocratic 
process, for several reasons: 

1. When voting for state del- 
egates and alternates, in most cases, 
a member will have little or no idea 
how these delegates and alternates 
will vote for the Executive Board. At 
the time of the state delegate/alter- 
nate elections, the candidates for the 
following year’s Executive Board 
election are not even known. 

2. The vote for the Executive 
Board is a secret ballot, so that even 
if members contact their delegates / 
alternates to express their opinion 
as to how their representatives 
should vote, the latter are free to 
ignore them with no risk of being 
defeated in the subsequent election 
as a result. 

3. In most states, the same del- 
egates/alternates, mostly promi- 
nent organizers and TDs, tend to be 
elected year after year. For example, 
this has long been the case in New 
York, in which the NYSCA member- 
ship has elected the state’s USCF 
voting members. The overwhelm- 
ing majority of New York’s current 
Voting Members have been elected 


every time they have run, a situa- 
tion I believe will not change when 
all USCF members in the state can 
vote for Delegates/Alternates. There 
is nothing undemocratic about 
states re-electing the same people 
every time, but I can’t buy the idea 
that members will be electing the 
Executive Board, when all they will 
really be doing is repeatedly ratify- 
ing who the most popular organiz- 
ers and TDs in the state are. 


Better Candidates 

Many in USCF have long com- 
plained that we need higher quality 
candidates, especially those promi- 
nent in the business world. But our 
present system tends to produce 
highly politicized elections, in which 
many candidates are more adept at 
making alliances and telling voters 
what they want to hear than in cor- 
porate management. This is hardly 
surprising when the support of a few 
“insiders” may bring a candidate 
20% or more of the vote needed to 
be elected, and candidates promise 
committee assignments to voters (as 
one did this year) in the hope of ob- 
taining support. If all adult USCF 
members are eligible to vote, the 
influence of the insiders will be 
greatly reduced, and prominent pro- 
fessionals who do not wish to play 
politics will be more likely to run. 


A More Responsive Board 

One of the major advantages of 
democracy is that those who gov- 
ern are accountable to those who 
elect them. Do a poor job, and you 
won't be elected again. Presently, 
we have a structure in which Board 
members interested in future Board 
service may be responsive to the 
voting members, but not to the over- 
all membership. Organizers and 
TDs are vital to our federation, but 
a Board which does not place its top 
priority on the needs of the mem- 
bership as a whole cannot do its best 


for USCF. Most of our membership 
is now shut out of the process of 
electing the Executive Board, so the 
dialogue we need to build a stron- 
ger federation is absent on both 
ends. Candidates don’t need mem- 
ber support to be elected, so few are 
in touch with the membership about 
issues, resulting in few members ex- 
pressing opinions or becoming in- 
terested in federation affairs. One 
Man One Vote (OMOV) will break 
this vicious circle, invigorate the 
process, and enlarge the pool of 
those who care about USCF gover- 
nance. 


Involving The Membership 
Another important benefit of in- 
volving all interested adult members 
in the political process is that to 
some of these, the federation will 
become “us” rather than “them.” A 
member who is given a voice, and 
becomes interested in USCF issues 
or candidates, is far more likely to 
feel a part of the federation, not just 
a customer who subscribes to a 
magazine or purchases a chess 
book. Especially at a time when 
dwindling adult membership has 
been a problem, we should not over- 
look the possibility that members 
who feel included, consulted, or in- 
volved in USCF’s mission of promot- 
ing American chess will be more 
likely to renew and spread the word 
than those who do not. Anyone who 
has spent much time reading the 
chess politics newsgroup has seen 
numerous posts to the effect of “Why 
should I be a member of an organi- 
zation that won’t let me vote for its 
officers” or “I quit USCF five years 
ago and I won’t return until I can 
vote.” I do not contend these are 
typical chessplayers (all chess, no 
politics is a far more common view), 
but even if such opinions represent 
only a small minority, and the good 
will caused by OMOV raises our 
adult membership by just 500 or 
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1000, this would be of significant 
help. 


ACommon Message 

When the number of potential 
voters is small, as it is today, it be- 
comes easy for some candidates to 
tailor their phone message to what 
they think that voter wants to hear. 
Unfair attacks are also made by 
phone on candidates who are un- 
able to respond. With some 50,000 
potential voters, the importance of 
phone campaigning will be greatly 
reduced. The primary media for 
camapigns under OMOV will be 
Chess Life election supplements and 
the internet, both featuring the com- 
mon mesage desirable in an honest 
campaign. 


| It Works! 


OMOV is not a harebrained 
scheme. It’s not an unproven, radi- 
cal theory, but is a method used 
with success by such groups as 
Common Cause, Sierra Club, Ameri- 
can Philatelic Society, American 
Numismatic Association, American 
Contract Bridge League, National 
Rifle Association, and Handgun 
Control Inc. 

Now, let’s look at arguments 
that have been made against OMOV. 


An Elite Voter Group? 

This argument maintains that, 
as Tim Redman wrote in the May 
1998 Chess Life, only a select group 
of “well informed voters” who “give 
up a great deal of energy and time 
to serve the Federation” should be 
allowed to vote for the Executive 
Board. Redman argues, “The confi- 
dence in the wisdom of the people 
and its transcending any need for 
information or restraint has ample 
historical precedent: in the know- 
nothing populism in this country 
during the latter part of the nine- 
teenth century, in the belief in the 
inherent virtue of the Volk in Ger- 
many in the 1920s and 1930s, in 
Nixon’s “silent majority.” 

Redman apparently found it dif- 
ficult to provide good examples of 
the evils of democracy, as the “know- 
nothing” populists had little success 
at the polls, the German democracy 
ofthe 1920s was doomed by world- 
wide depression after which talk of 
the “Volk” making decisions was 
just Nazi propaganda, and the “si- 


lent majority” was Nixon’s way of 
claiming endorsement by the voters 
of positions they did not necessar- 
ily support. None of Redman’s ex- 
amples indicates a drawback of de- 
mocracy. Nevertheless, there is no 
question that in a democracy, vot- 
ers do often make mistakes. USCF 
is basically an oligarchy governed by 
the elite, and here too the voters 
have recently made some serious 
mistakes. But what is the alterna- 
tive? As Churchill said, “Democracy 
is the worst form of government ever 
devised, except for all the others.” 

Regarding informed voters, the 
OMOV Committee proposal calls for 
a 150 word statement in the April 
Chess Life, plus half pages in elec- 
tion suplements that will accom- 
pany or be inserted in the May and 
June issues of Chess Life and equi- 
table space on the USCF website. 
The internet will be a very signifi- 
cant campaign medium; I believe 
that most USCF members are al- 
ready on line, and expect that by the 
OMOV 
implementation date of 2001, the 
overwhelming majority will be. Few 
members who are interested will be 
unable to obtain information. 

The idea that only those mem- 
bers who do the most for us or are 
best informed can be trusted to vote 
is a centuries old, discredited case 
against democracy and for oligar- 
chy. It is a classic argument used 
by the upper economic classes of 
many nations to maintain their 
wealth and power, and to continue 
oppression of the poor. Those who 
are denied the vote do tend to be 
poorly informed, and this is just the 
way those in power like it. 


“The Members Don’t Care” 

Another argument frequently 
made against OMOV is that most 
members care only about playing 
chess and will not take an interest 
in USCF governance and will not 
vote. I agree that, given the oppor- 
tunity, most members will probably 
not vote. However: 

1. Any adult member who 
wishes to vote for the Executive 
Board should have that right. 
Whether or not others choose to vote 
is irrelevant; we are a democratic or- 
ganization and that member has 
paid dues and deserves the right to 
vote. 


2. Member interest in USCF 
governance is presently at a low level 
because few members are eligible to 
vote. If the franchise is extended to 
all adult members, many more will 
become interested. Presently, only 
about 450 members are allowed to 
vote, and perhaps 400 will actually 
vote. Under OMOV, will 1000 vote, 
or 2000, or 5000? No one knows, 
but any of these numbers would be 
a great step forward for USCF; in- 
creased member interest should ul- 
timately expand the number of 
qualified candidates, and simply al- 
lowing this expanded franchise will 
make many feel more positive about 
USCF. 


“Name Recognition” 

Tim Redman says that under 
OMOV, “Name recognition, not con- 
structive thought, will be the crite- 
rion for election to national office.” 
Will the overall membership be more 
likely to vote for a famous chess per- 
sonality than an elite group would? 
Perhaps, but in a democracy that 
should be their privilege. Surely it 
is a gross exaggeration to claim that 
name recognition is all that will 
matter and “constructive thought” 
will no longer be relevant. 

I have heard it said that under 
OMOV, Harold Winston, who was 
supported by most “insiders,” would 
not have defeated Yasser Seirawan 
in the 1987 election for USCF Presi- 
dent. I agree that Seirawan would 
have done better under OMOV and 
may have won. On the other hand, 
in 1990 another GM, Max Dlugy, 
had most of the “insider” support 
and won overwhelmingly. I believe 
that his opponent, Harry Sabine, 
was known by and popular with 
players in many states, and that un- 
der OMOV he would have had a bet- 
ter chance and may have defeated 
Dlugy. I don’t believe that just be- 
ing a GM will make one a lock un- 
der OMOV, nor do I think many GMs 
want to be on the Board anyway, nor 
do I think there is anything wrong 
with having a GM on our Board. 


“A Disastrous Split?” 

Redman writes, “Direct election 
could lead to a disastrous split be- 
tween the PB and the Board of Del- 
egates, which is the legal corporate 
board of the Federation, and to con- 
tentious and acrimonious annual 
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meetings resulting in paralysis.” 

Really? The members elect, in 
effect, both the executive and legis- 
lative branches of government, and 
this means the two will be so dra- 
matically different in nature that 
they will always fight? This sounds 
about as accurate as the preamble 
to that 1430 British Act, which 
warned of “manslaughters, riots, 
batteries and divisions” unless the 
right to vote was limited to property 
owners. 


“It Favors Rich Candidates” 

The argument here is that un- 
der OMOV, only a wealthy candidate 
could afford to send mailings or 
make phone calls to 50,000 voters. 
Actually, the current system gives 
rich candidates more of an advan- 
tage than OMOV would. Presently, 
the candidate with more money can 
afford more and better mailings and 
more phone calls, and these may 
have a substantial effect, as all vot- 
ers can be mailed to numerous 
times, and most voters can be called. 

Under OMOV, with about 100 
times as many potential voters, it 
would be extremely expensive to 
make much impact by mail or 
phone; most elections will be de- 
cided by internet and Chess Life 
campaigning. A single mailing could 
cost $20,000 to $50,000. Phone 
calls would be even more expensive 
and would have to be made largely 
by surrogates. Why would anyone 
spend that kind of money to become 
one out of seven on an unpaid vol- 
unteer Board, especially when there 
might be a voter backlash against 
such excessive spending? A million- 
aire willing to spend this much to 
be elected could simply donate this 
money to worthy chess projects in- 
stead, probably an easier and more 
constructive road to victory. 


Ownership And Empowerment 
Redman writes, “Most of our 
Voting members and Delegates are 
active participants in the state as- 
sociations that choose them. With- 
out the work of these volunteers, 
state groups would have a difficult 
time functioning. Without the feel- 
ing of ownership and empowerment 
in the affairs of the Federation that 
their voting gives them, and with- 
out the expertise they bring to their 
choices, both state associations and 





national federation will be impover- 
ished.” 

The feeling of ownership and 
empowerment is important, and this 
is a major reason why the federa- 
tion will be strengthened when we 
reach out to expand such a feeling 
to as many adult members as pos- 
sible! Why does Redman seem to 
assume that expanding the voting 
franchise to others will cause our 
present voters to feel they are no 
longer part of the process? 


State Associations 

In addition to his above refer- 
ences to state associations, Redman 
writes, “Direct elections will dissolve 
the traditional partnership between 
the national and state federations. 
The state federations must have a 
say and a stake in Federation 
policy...” 

Most U.S. states abolished in- 
direct voting by the State Legisla- 
tures for electors for President in the 
1820s, feeling it was not necessary 
to shield the President from the di- 
rect will of the people. Since 
Redman wrote his essay, USCF has 
alreadyapproved the principle that 
all adult USCF members have the 
right to vote, not just state associa- 
tion members; what is at issue now 
is whether we will stick with the 
election structure that our nation 
abandoned 170 years ago, or join 
21st century America in which true 
democracy is not feared. 


The Chess Life Argument 
Redman writes, “The group in 
power will control, through the 
pages of Chess Life, what the mem- 
bers know about the organization.” 
This reflects an argument I have 
heard from others, that elections 
could be decided based on biased 
news coverage by our magazine. 
This has not happened in the 
past, and it was more likely before 
the rise of the internet provided a 
quick and inexpensive way to 
counter any inappropriate coverage. 
Our editors have been consistently 
sensitive to the requirement of main- 
taining neutrality, knowing that any 
deviation from this principle will 
make them enemies who,even if not 
immediately victorious, are likely to 
imperil their jobs in the future. 


Fear Versus Reality 


Most people tend to be conser. 
vative and resistant to change. 4 
major reason OMOV has been de- 
feated in the past is that its Oppo- 
nents have issued forecasts of vari- 
ous dire consequences should it be 
enacted, such as “a disastrous Split 
between the PB and the Board of 
Delegates,” “contentious and acri- 
monious annual meetings resulting 
in paralysis,” “dissolve the tradj- 
tional partnership between the na- 
tional and state federations,” “an 
unfair attack on the volunteers who 
give up a great deal of energy and 
time,” “lessened, not greater, ac- 
countability,” and “name recogni- 
tion, not constructive thought, will 
be the criterion for election to na- 
tional office.” The delegates have 
feared such grim possibilities and 
decided it was better to play it safe 
rather than risk real democracy, 
even though the experience of other 
groups using OMOV has been quite 
different than these predictions. 

The lesson of history is that for 
centuries, those who have cam- 
paigned to enlarge the voting fran- 
chise have been repeatedly proven 
right. When we look back on the 
statements made by those defend- 
ing the old traditional exclusionary 
ways, they now appear absurd. The 
battle to democratize our federation 
constitutes but a microscopic frac- 
tion of a long and continuing move- 
ment for democratic change in the 
world, and inevitably it will have a 
similar end as other struggles- by 
those without wealth, women, 
blacks, and the many other ethnic 
or religious groups that have suf- 
fered from discrimination in various 
places. Since USCF governs only 
chess and not people’s lives, we do 
not face the same great moral issue 
here, but democracy will neverthe- 
less prevail before too long; it’s just 
a question of when. We have noth- 
ing to gain by waiting. 

Let’s take this historic step for- 
ward now, and send a dramatic sig- 
nal to our many critics that USCF 
has fundamentally changed, that all 
adult members now have a voice, 
that we are determined to project a 
more positive image, rebuild our 
membership base, and do more to 
popularize our great game. 


Continued on page 26 
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Acholastic Chess in Northern Calitornia 


—- + 


Scholastic Chess in Northern 
California will see its most active 
summer ever. Numerous individu- 
als and groups are running summer 
chess camps and classes. Our tour- 
nament schedule is packed. On 
June 24 will be the first of three 
Weibel Quads_(6/24, 7/22, 8/12). 
Berkeley Chess will hold the last of 
this year’s quads on July 9. OnJuly 
15, the Hayward Library_has its an- 
nual scholastic chess tournament. 
On August 19, the Sacrament Chess 
club will hold a summer scholastic. 
Even if you cannot participate in any 
ofthese events, I hope you will spend 
the summer studying and playing 
chess SO you are prepared for the 
next school chess year. 

Since this magazine is pub- 
lished by the Northern California af- 
filiate of the United States Chess 
Federation, I did not feel it appro- 
priate to write much about the 
breakaway Chess Education 
Association’s Nationals in San Jose 
before it took place at the end of 
April. However, since the fledgling 
organization held their inaugural 
tournament in our area, I must say 
afew words. Over 500 players ar- 
rived from 16 states, albeit, most 


— from California. The tournament ran 


smoothly thanks to Richard 


Peterson’s many years of organizing 


experience. The only criticism that 
[heard dealt with the lack of space 
lor parents and teams. Well, a few 


' parents and coaches said the tro- 


phies were too large—the kids loved 
them. Our CalChess players shined. 


_ International Master Vinay Bhat 


(2475) of San Jose tied with Harry 
Akopyan (2314) of Southern Califor- 
nia for first place in the High School 
Division. Lynbrook High School (San 
Jose) won the High School Team 


_ Championship. Bartlett Middle 


School of Porterville, which is in 
Northern Cal, won the Junior High 
School Team Championship. Mat- 


by 
Alan Kirshner 


thew Ho (1917) of Cupertino won the 
Elementary School Championship 
and Weibel Elementary School (Fre- 
mont)_took the team championship. 
Ryan Dooley (973) of Berkeley be- 
came the Elementary Premier cham- 
pion. In the Primary School Cham- 
pionship, Weibel Elementary School 
(Fremont) finished in first place. 
Corey Chang of Mountain View won 
the Primary Premier Section, and 
Argonaut School (Saratoga) topped 
off a great second year as a team by 
winning a national championship. 
I must admit I am disappointed that 
the full results were not posted at 


the CEA’s Chess Logic http:// 
www.chesslogic.com web site. How- 


ever, the CEA ratings achieved dur- 
ing this tournament are there. I 
know that the CEA kept its promise 
to mail the bonds to the various 
place winner as my son’s arrived in 
a few short weeks. Just one final 
note, The Chess Education Associa- 
tion honored yours truly, Alan 
Kirshner, as their national chess 
coach of the year. 

Back to the US Chess Federa- 
tion, I recently received an e-mail 
from Ray Orwig, coach of the St. 
Mark’s School team. He took a team 
to Junior High Nationals in Tucson, 
Arizona on May 5-7. He reported 
that the tournament had around 
1100 players and that the facility 
was first-rate with lots of room, both 
for the players and the folks in wait- 
ing. His team finished ninth of 43, 
a solid performance at this presti- 
gious event. Ray was proudest, how- 
ever, of the fact that this was the 
6th time they placed in the top 10 
at the Nationals since 1989 and his 
players come from such a small 
school. If any of you know of any 
other teams or individuals who at- 
tended any of the US Chess Federa- 
tion Nationals this year, I would ap- 
preciate your sending me informa- 
tion. 


On May 27, Charlotte Wood 
Middle School (Danville) held its first 
ever scholastic quads under the very 
able direction of Dennis Alfaro, MD. 
One hundred and twenty-eight play- 
ers attended. This was a phenom- 
enal turn-out for a Memorial Day 
weekend. A good part of the reason 
for the large number of players was 
that Dr. Alfaro did a great job in ad- 
vertising the event—lots of e-mails 
and he placed applications at every 
scholastic event in the area. Things 
ran very smoothly, and I am sure 
that Dr. Alfaro, boosted by his suc- 
cess, will have more chess events 
eventually. Dr Alfaro submitts the 
following game from his event: 


Charlotte Wood 
Scholastic Quads 
05-27-2000 
Round 1 


Ewelina Krubnik (1430) 
Timothy Ma (1197) 

1.d4 e5 2.dxe5 Nc6 3.Nf3 f6 
4.exf6 Nxf6 5.Bg5 Bcd 6.e3 d5 
7.Bxf6 Qxf6 8.Nc3 Bb4 9.Qd2 0-0 
10.Qxd5+ Be6 11.Qd2 Rad8 12.Bd3 
Bg4 13.Nd4 Nxd4 14.exd4 Rfe8+! 
15.Kfl Rxd4 16.Rel Rf8 17.h3 Rf4! 
18.f3 





18....Bxf3! 19.gxf3 Rxf3+ 20.Kg1? 
(20.Ke2 is better handing material 
back but avoiding immediate mate) 
Bc5+ 21.Kh2 Rf2+ 22.Qxf2 Qxf2# O 
] 
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FIDE Verification 


Commission Report 


Authors Note: The following is a 
draft of a FIDE documnet. It has not 
been signed and apparently never 
will be. I received a copy in May and 
was asked to keep it confidential. 
Several developments have since 
taken place which change the situa- 
tion and make it unlikely that this will 
ever be signed. Therefore, I have 
decided to release it now. 

The Verification Commission 
met in Lausanne on Saturday, April 
29. Chairman Nicola Palladino 
(Italy), and members Israel Gelfer 
(Israel) and Don Schultz (USA) were 
in attendance. Also present were 
FIDE Executive Director Emmanuel 
Omuku and Treasurer David 
Jarrett. FIDE’s operations for the 
year ending December 31, 1999 
were reviewed. 

Unfortunately, the state of 
FIDE’s affairs have deteriorated dur- 
ing the last year. Lawsuits by former 
World Champions Anatoly Karpov 
and Susan Polgar, increasing debt, 
member dissatisfaction with event 
management and a decline in the 
quality, timeliness and extent of 
FIDE services is alarming. On the 
plus side FIDE staff remains dedi- 
cated and willing to make sacrifices 
during difficult times. Individual vol- 
unteers continue to lend both finan- 
cial and technical support. A new 
venture FIDE Commerce is poten- 
tially lucrative and far reaching. Fol- 
lowing the Verification Commission 
meeting, Mr. Berek Balgabaev has 
reported to me that President 
Ilyumzhinov has transferred 
SF400,000 into the FIDE account 
thus reducing the money, shown 
below as owed to FIDE, by that 
amount. 

Here are our specific observations 
and recommendations: 

1) Last year, there was a large 
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overdue loan from FIDE to the World 
Chess Foundation for SF402,372. 
This loan ballooned to SF1,365,659 
by year end 1999. During the first 
months of 2000, $130,000 was paid 
back to FIDE. At a 1.6 to 1 SF to 
USS exchange rate, the outstand- 
ing balance would be SF1,157,659. 
FIDE has now become completely 
dependent upon the financial sup- 
port of President Ilyumzhinov. If for 
any reason that support ends with- 
out payment of the outstanding 
loans, FIDE will be destroyed. We 
recommend that FIDE insist upon 
immediate payment. 

2) We take note that there does 
not seem to be any signed contract 
between FIDE and the World Chess 
Foundation. We recommend that 
this be quickly clarified. 

3) We also take note that be- 
cause of the bad checks to World 
Championship prize winners, FIDE 
directly paid several of the players 
the amount owed to them. Further- 
more, it has not been confirmed that 
all the 1999 World Championship 
participants have been paid their 
prizes and that all bad World Chess 
Foundation checks have been re- 
turned or otherwise accounted for. 
We recommend that FIDE obtain 
documented confirmation regarding 
confirmation of all 1999 World 
Championship payments to the 
players. 

4) The Anatoly Karpov and Su- 
san Polgar lawsuits are in arbitra- 
tion. The Executive Director is con- 
fident of a favorable outcome in both 
lawsuits. However, even if it is fa- 
vorable, FIDE’s legal costs will likely 
exceed the SF5,000 that was bud- 
geted for 2000; the 1999 legal costs 
were SF45,757. The potential nega- 
tive impact for FIDE of unfavorable 
arbitration threatens FIDE’s very 


existence. We recommend that the 
PB re-evaluate the 2000 budget. 

5) Regarding FIDE staff in Elista 
and Lausanne: While the names of 
nine Elista staff members have been 
made known to the Treasurer and 
have been documented, the associ- 
ated job descriptions have not. Fur- 
thermore, the role of Mr. B. Balgabey 
at the FIDE office is unclear. He was 
placed there by President 
Ilyumzhinov. It is costing FIDE a 
significant amount of money to keep 
him there: salary - SF60,000, ac- 
commodations - SF20,430, travel - 
SF9,052, allocations familiales - 
SF6,898 and taxes - SF10,404. In 
addition, there is an impact upon 
staff insurance and the building up 
of a reserve for ex-gratia payments. 
We recommend that, barring evi- 
dence to the contrary, support of 
this position be canceled. 

6) The Treasurer reported that 
the use of cash and credit cards for 
payments is too high. We concur 
and recommend that the Executive 
Director bring these expenses more 
in line with general invoicing and 
payment. 

7) Last year, the Verification 
Commission recommended the es- 
tablishment of a three year working 
reserve fund of SF2,000,000. This 
has not yet been done. We recom- 
mend it be done this year with a 
fixed amount included in the bud- 
get for 2001. | 

8) We take note that no deposit 
or bank guarantee for the 2000 
World Championship has been re- 
ceived. We recommend that the 
World Championship not be held 
unless a deposit is made in a timely 
manner well in advance of the cham- 
pionship. In future years, FIDE 
must insist on financial protection 
in accordance with guidelines. 
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9) The Treasurer has reported 
that FIDE’s cash flow is precarious 
and worsening. In light of this, we 
recommend that cuts to the 2000 

| budget be made immediately. Sug- 
gested areas of reduction are limit- 
ing FIDE forums to four instead of 
| six per year, staff reductions, limi- 
tations on travel, limitations on ad- 
ministrative costs, cessation of 
CACDEC initiatives and curbs on 
| board expenses. Long range consid- 
| eration should be given to moving 
| the FIDE headquarters from a high 
cost location such as Lausanne. 
10) We take note with dismay 
that for purposes of paying the 
World Championship Prize Fund, a 
| Wells Fargo Bank Account in the 


up. This is poor business practice 
and in contradiction with a prior 
General Assembly directive. We rec- 
ommend that FIDE enforce its policy 
of having money never routed or 
| maintained in bank accounts of 





individual(s). 
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The House of Staunton 
chess sets and boards | 
were selected for "Y 
use on the 
top tables at the 
1998 U.S. Open 
Chess Championships. 


4” King shown 


name of several individuals was set- . 


COLLECT O 





60 ole 
Acclaimed world-wide as the finest 
Staunton pattern chess sets ever produced! 


11) We take note that the FIDE 
Handbook and Directory have not 
been updated. We recommend that 
this be done as soon as possible, not 
only because of their value, but be- 
cause income from sales will likely 
exceed costs. 

12) We have. not specifically 
commented on details of the FIDE 
Commerce Proposal. There have 
been substantial input from coun- 
tries and interested parties. There 
is a need for FIDE to take initiatives 
such as this. However, great care 
must be exercised to avoid pitfalls 
and obtain widespread support. 

We complement Treasurer 
Jarrett for presenting FIDE’s finan- 
cial state in a clear concise manner. 
We thank Executive Director 
Omuku for his help and coopera- 
tion. 

Respectively submitted, 
Nicola Palladino, Chairman 
Israel Gelfer, Member 

Don Schultz, Member 
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Fine Chess Sets From 


U. S., girs for Foci: of sy 


We also offer an extensive selection 


of fine antique chess sets. 


See our complete line of products including our 


Professional and Player Series chess sets. 


Satisfaction guaranteed or your purchase price will be refunded. 


THE EDITOR'S Report 


Continued 

and again the leadership of 
CalChess voted as a block against 
giving you a direct say in the affairs 
of your federation. I am so disap- 
pointed that normally progressive 
Northern California supports a feu- 
dal voting system. Bill Goichberg 
lays out the case for OMOV later in 
this issue. As new USCF President 
Redman has slowly changed his po- 
sition on OMOV from ‘Never’ to 
‘Maybe Some Day in Some Distant 
Future’, there is some hope for a 
long overdue real reform of the 
USCF electoral system. 

CalChess is in deep need of 
tournament directors for the Bay 
Area. If you'd like to help direct 
chess tournaments, please contact 
either Riley Hughes (510-623-1889) 
or Doug Shaker (650-854-2545). 
Please continue to send your sub- 
missions for the CCJ to me at: Cali- 
fornia Chess Journal, PO Box 27, 
Visalia CA 93279-0027 








Visit our web page at: 
www.chesscafe.com 
Click on House of Staunton logo. 


To receive our 50 page ae 
illustrated catalog send $8.” 


THE HOUSE OF STAUNTON 
2060 Sykes Creek Drive 
Merritt Island, Florida 32953 


407/452-5549 (voice) 
Fax 407/459-1345 
e-mail: fcamaratta@aol.com 
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The CalChess Calendar of Events 


(* = CalChess discount) last update 9/5/00) 


2000 
Sen 2S (ast aa: Fairticid Saturday. Hights o.oo 
sep. 22-24 (P-Sii 28: Jim Hurt Memorial Amateur (San Francisco) .......666................... 
Sep. ~30 Ca sake. Rincon Valley G/30 Open Chess Championship (Santa Rosa) .... 
Oct. t BORG eg oa Visalia: Falh Wome. Visalietceiid. nie. OR BO ica eae ue ae 
Oct Zi (Sak cia Portervine Chess for Kids (6. ii i re ae 
Oct. 20-22 Say aaa Wester mintes Open (Rend) ion ee 
Nov. 4-5 (Sa-Su): ..4... Livermore Fall CHAISDIONGOID 36 ee 
Nov. 10-12 (-Sale ok Carroll Capps Memorial (San BEONCISCO! 6AGr ake ea eee eee 
Nov. 18-19 (Sa-Su): ...... 8" Annual Fresno Country CHIARIDOUISIID. Favs cao ils aes 
Nov. 25-26 (Sa-Su): ...... LE RA “Thanksgiving {Sunriyvale) 2. 
Dec 2 Reick, BACTCE Sse TOT MICS i ek a ey ee 
Dec. 10-16 (Su-58) ok Koltanowski Masters (San Francisco) .oeecccececcccceccccceececcceeccces. 
Dec. 16-17 (Sa-Su)? .c Sacramento Chess Club Weekend Swiss #5 .....cccccccc.0000000-000- 
2001 

Jan. 13-14 (Sa-Su): ...... Sojourner Truth Girls’ POUINCY [Palio Alta) cn es a 
Jan. 13-14 (Sa-Su): ...... Region Alo Women's: Open: (Palo Alto) i... ae ee ae 
Jan. 20-22 ipa-Mer os. MOAT ier i oye ee re ae ee hee 
Feb. 17-19 (Sa-M):.0.5: Presidents’ Day People’s OCT ROIES ois ee a ae ee 
Kep.2 2 MG ok Henry Gross Memorial G/45 (San PTANCISOO) icciis isi ee 
Mar. 3-4 Paes Ss CalChess State Scholastic (DS & RH) * 

Mar. 9-11 (F-Sult nis A.J. Fink Memorial Amateur (San PEANCISCO) cary tc ee 
ADT. = 7-8 (Sa-Su): ...... Walter Lovegrove Memorial Senior Open (SF) ........cccccccccccceeeeeece. 


Annual Events 


2nd weekend Jan (Sa-Su): Sojourner Truth Girls’ Tourney (Palo Alto) (DS) 
Martin Luther King weekend (Sa-M): Martin Luther King (RK) 

Presidents’ Day weekend (Sa-M): People’s (Berkeley) (MG & AG) 

Ist weekend March (F-Su): San Francisco Amateur (JA2) 

Last weekend March (Sa-Su): State Scholastic Championship (Santa Clara) (AK) 
Ist weekend May (Sa-Su): Livermore Spring Open (RH) 

Weekend prior to Memorial Day (Sa-Su): San Joaquin Championship (Fresno) (DW) 
Memorial Day weekend (Sa-M): LERA Memorial Day (Sunnyvale) (JH) 

2nd weekend June (F-Su): Stamer Memorial (San Francisco) (JA2) 

4th of July weekend (Sa-M): Universe Open (TD) 

Labor Day weekend (1st weekend Sept.) (Sa-M): Labor Day Festival (RK) 

last weekend Oct. (F-Su): Western States Open (Reno) (JW) 

Ist weekend Nov. (S-Su): Livermore Fall Open (RH) 

2nd weekend Nov. (F-Su): Capps (San Francisco) (JA2) 

Weekend Prior to Thanksgiving (Sa-Su): Fresno County Championship (DW) 
Thanksgiving Weekend (Sa-M): LERA Thanksgiving (Sunnyvale) (JH) 
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Places to play chess in Northern California and Northern Nevada 


Arcata 

\fuesday, 4-6 pm 

Arcata Community Center 
| Community Park Way 
James Bauman 
107-822-7619 


Berkeley 

friday, 7:15 p.m. 

Berkeley City Club 

315 Durant 

AGlasscoe 510-652-5324 


Burlingame 


| thursday, 7:30 p.m. 


Burlingame Lions Hall 

1990 Burlingame Ave 

Scott Wilson 650-355-9402 
qww,BurlingameChessClub.com 


Campbell 
folty Chess Club 


‘Thursdays 7-11:30 p.m. 


(ampbell Comm Ctr 
Winchester /W.Campbell 
Eleffingwell 408-732-5188 
work 408-526-7090 
iefing@cisco.com 


Carmel 

fall for current information 
Mndall Swanson 
108-626-6113 


Carmichael 
Monday 6-10 p.m. 
Menior Citizens Ctr. 
{01 Gibbons 


Chico 

hursday 7-11 p.m. 

iin Mike’s Pizza 

122 Mangrove Ave 

barry Nelson 916-873-3107 


Davis 
thursday 7 p.m. 
‘Hunt Hall UCD, Room 241 


oy 


Dave Johnson 916-756-2752 


fremont 

iidays 7:00-on 

lewark Coffee Company 
9279 Cedar Blvd, Newark 
ans Poschmann 
110-656-8505 


Fresno 

Mondays 6-11 p.m. 

Carls Jr. 

3820 N. Cedar Ave. 

D. Wajckus 559-252-4484 


Humboldt County 


Call for current information 
Bob Phillips 707-839-4674 


Livermore 

Fridays 7-12 p.m. 

South Cafeteria 

Lawrence Livermore Lab 
Charles Pigg 510-447-5067 


Merced 

Merced Chess Club 
Friday 6:30 p.m. 
Merced Mall Food Court 


Menlo Park 

Mondays, 6:30-9 

Onetta Harris Center 

100 Terminal Ave. 

Doug Shaker 650-854-9793 
doug @theshakers.org 


Modesto Chess Club 
Tuesday 7:00 p.m. 

Doctor’s Hospital Cafeteria 
1441 Florida Ave 

John Barnard 209-785-7895 


Monterey 

Open daily except Mon. 
430 Alvarado St. 
Yudacufski 408-646-8730 


Mt Shasta 

Wednesdays 7:00 p.m. 
George Washington Manor 
Mt. Shasta 

Dick Bolling 530-926-3608 


Oakhurst 
Saturday, 4:00 pm 
Cafe Baja 

40029 Highway 41 
559-642-6333 


Paradise 

Tuseday 7-10 p.m. 

Paradise Senior Center 
Barry Nelson 916-873-3107 


Porterville 

Wednesday 7 p.m. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Corner of Henderson 

& Indiana 

Hans Borm 559-784-3820 


Reno, NV 

Sun-Thurs 6:30 p.m. 

2850 Wrondel Way, Suite D 
Club: 775-827-3867 

Jerry Weikel 702-747-1405 


Richmond 
Fridays 6 p.m. 
Richmond Library 
26th & MacDonald 


Ross Valley 
(Marin County) 
For current info, write: 
P.O. Box 69 

Ross CA 94957 


Sacramento 
Wednesday 6-10 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Ctr 
915-27th St. 

Stewart Katz 916-444-3133 


Salinas 

Any weekend afternoon 
Carl's Jr. 

1061 N Davis Rd 

Abe Mina 
831-758-4429 


San Anselmo 
Tuesday 7 p.m. 

Round Table Pizza, 

Red Hill Shpping Ctr 

Sir Francis Drake Blvd 
Jim Mickle 415-457-2719 


San Francisco 
Mechancis’ Institute 
Open daily 

57 Post St, 4th Floor 
John Donaldson 
415-421-2258 


San Jose 

Tue & Fri, Noon-4 p.m. 
Willows Senior Center 

2175 Lincoln Avenue 

Jerry Marshall 408-267-1574 
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Santa Clara 

2d Sat. Each month 
2:15-6:15 p.m. 

Mary Gomez Park 

F. Sierra 408-241-1447 


Santa Rosa 

Tuesdays 6-10:45 p.m. 
Sonoma Coffe Company 

521 4th Street 

Keith Halonen 707-578-6125 


Santa Rosa 

lst & Last Saturdays of month 
Adult & Youth Chess Club 

of Sonoma County 

Rincon Valley Library 
Conference Room 

6959 Montecito Blvd, 

Santa Rosa 

Mike Haun 707-537-0162 


Stanford 

Monday 7:30-10:30 p.m. 
Student Union, Rm 550-550d 
Andrian Keatinge-Clay 
415-497-0598 


Sunnyvale 

LERA 

Tuesday, 8 p.m. 

Lockheed Rec Ctr, Bldg #160 
Ken Stone 408-629-5530 


Vallejo 

Fridays 7:00 p.m. 

Senior Citizens Ctr 

333 Amador St 

Frank Harris 707-644-3004 


Visalia 

Tuesday 7 p.m. 

Borders Books 

Mooney & Caldwell 

Allan Fifield 559-734-2784 


Woodland Chess Group 
Sundays, 3:30-9:00 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Center 

630 Lincoln Avenue 

Don Copeland530-666-0868 


Yuba-Sutter 

Mon & Wed 7-11 p.m. 

Carls Jr 

Bridge St & Hwy 99, Yuba City 
Tom Giertych 916-671-1715 
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Join 


CalChess 


The Northern California Chess Association 


Support Your USCF State Affiliate and receive these Benefits: 
Tournament Discounts e California Chess Journal e Youth Chess 


=| One Year $15 e Two Years $28 e Three Years $41 = 
Scholastic One Year $13 e Family $17 


j 

i 

i 

State 
. Phone Amount Enclosed $_ | 
New _] 
Mail to: CalChess 2030 Mills Ave.Menlo Park, CA 94025 1 

! 

i 
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Zip 





Renewal |) 


7% For Additional Information Call 650-854-9793 7° 


C.C.J. Submission Policy 


Our CCJ copy submission policy re- 
mains ‘author friendly’. While our prefer. 
ence is for electronic submission, typewrit. 
ten or neat handwritten copy is acceptable, 
Electronic submission allows you to include 
game scores, chess diagrams, and digitized 
photos. In general, tournaments submitted 
in an electronic format will be allotted more 
space. Our preference is for Microsoft Word 
files with diagrams created using the Linares _| 
font. | 
have any questions on how to submit mate- 
rial to California Chess Journal. 


Please feel free to contact me if you 


The next deadline for C.C.J. 


submissions is October 20, 2000 


Allan Fifield, PO Box 27 
Visalia, CA 93279-0027 


Days: (559)-651-3300 #371 * Nights: 
(559)-734-2784 * FAX: (559)-651-0739 


CompuServe: 102033,3421 
AOL: fifiela@aol.com 
Internet: fifiela@jostens.com 








Alladin 


Continued from page 16 


argued for 100 YEARS about pawn 
moves!’ The story is actually longer 
than that; longer than a sentence, 
that is. ‘Chess made it to America 
50 years BEFORE Columbus!’ ‘The 
bishops used to be ELEPHANTS!’ 

“And their eyes really light up 
when I tell them, ‘ALADDIN was the 
strongest player in the world in 
1385! And he wrote all those stories 
about himself, HIMSELF! ...in his 
spare time, after his day job -attor- 
ney to Mongol Conqueror Timur the 
Lame! And Aladdin could play FOUR 
games of chess ALL AT ONCE! 
..._ BLINDFOLDED!’ 

“Crazy stories seem to make the 
lesson stick better, perhaps because 
THESE STORIES ARE ALL TRUE. 

“My friend George Koltanowski, 
past president (1950-51) of Santa 
Rosa Chess Club, was reigning 
Blindfold Simultaneous Chess 
Champion of the World when he 
passed away in February. Kolty held 
the title since 1937 when he played 
34 blindfold games at once, draw- 


ing 10, winning 24. With his back 
to the board Kolty once beat a tough 
opponent named Humphrey Bogart, 
and NOBODY turned his back on 
Bogey! George taught chess to chil- 
dren throughout his life. I'll dedicate 
my share of this honor to George 
Koltanowski.” 

Only later, as they were taking 
photographs of us holding our tro- 
phy, did I notice that at the pinnacle 
of the tall central column was the 
symbol of Sonoma State University, 
usually seen on its stationery with 
the motto “Lux Mentis...Lux Orbis” 
(Light of the Mind...Light of the Eye). 
There atop the pillar was a perfectly 
sculpted golden oil lamp alight with 
the flame of knowldege. It was 
Aladdin’s lamp! @ 


Read All About it 
Visit our sites on the 
World Wide Web 
http://calchess.webjump.com 
& 


http.//.webjump.com/ 
scholastics.html 





Join the 
WBCA 


US: $15 ($12 under 18 years old) 
Foreign, Canada & Mexico: $17 
International Under 18 years: $14 
Life Memebrship $250 Affiliates $30 
All sent second class airmail 








NAME 


ADDRESS 







Cry 








COUNTRY 






USCF RATING 





OTHER RATING 


Send all replies to: WBCA 
8 Parnassus Road., 
Berkeley, CA 94708 
Fax (510) 486-8078 

Phone (510) 549-1169 
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Writ- JA =Jeff Andersen MH =Mike Hau SS = Steve Smallwood 
able, P.O. Box 10845, 122 Calistoga Rd., #116 1028 Cassia Way, 
lude Napa 94581 Santa Rosa, 95409 Sunnyvale 94086 
tized (707) 251-8175 (707)538-8157 (408) 247-8510 
itted zenwabi@aol.com haunmj@altavista.com stephen677@aol.com 
nore JA2 = Joan Arbil DH = Dan Holbrook DW = Dennis Wajckus 
Vord 5/7 Post St., 1220 Elliott #42, 5924 E. Illinois Ave., Fresno 
ares Mechanics Rm408 94101 Paradise 95969 93727-3566 
you (415)421-2258 RH = Riley Hughes (559) 252-4484 
late- JB =James Bauman 4019 Rector Common DW2 =Dave Wait 
PO Box 904 Fremont 94538 84 Carlos Ct 
Arcata 95518 (510)623-1889 Walnut Creek 94596 
(707)822-7619 KnowChess@aol.com JW =Jerome Weikel 
ee = Peter brett AK = Alan Kirshner 6578 Valley Wood Dr., 
PBrett@dnamail.com 66 Indian Hill Place, Reno NV 89523 
me = oteve Cohen Fremont 94539 (775) 747-1405 
. PO Box 8024 (510) 657-1586 SW = Scott Wilson 
39 Foster City 94404 hegemon@kirshnerisms.com 380 E Esplanade Ave #109 
(650)349-7746 RK = Richard Koepcke Pacifica 94044 
JD = John Donaldson 2047 Montecito Ave.#30, Scott@Burlingame 
| 57 Post St., Mountain View 94043 ChessClub.com 
Mechamics Room 408 (650)964-2640 CW = Carolyn Withgitt 
94101 richard.koepcke@Sun.com PO Box 6350, 
(415)421-2258 TM =7Tom Martell Hayward 94540-5305 
TD = Tom Dorsch 15308 Laverne Drive, (650)322-0955 
P.O. Box 7453, San Leandro 94579 cdorsch@aol.com 
Menlo Park 94026 (510)895-5228 TY e#fed Yudacuiski 
(650)322-0955 tommbod@aol.com PO Box 1308 
TomDorsch@aol.com JM =John McCumiskey Monterey 93940 
JE = James Eade 6700 50th St., (83 1)646-8730 
521 Fanita Way, Sacramento 95823-1306 darts@earthlink.com 
Menlo Park 94025 (916)428-5532 BY: = B0nnie Yost 
(650)328-9785 jmclmc@lanset.com 3701 West Floradora 
jimeade@aol.com CP = Charlies Pigg Fresno, CA 93722 
AF = Allan Fifield, 429 Vista Ct., (559)275-0905 
PO Box 27, Livermore 94550 yosthouse@aol.com 
Visalia 93279 (925)447-5067 
(559)734-2784 HP = Hans Poschmann 
| fifiela@jostens.com 4621 Seneca Park Ave.., Se 
AG = Alan Glasscoe Fremont 94538 
PO Box 11618 (510) 656-8505 Tournament Clearinghouse 
Oakland 94611 hspwood2@home.net Riley Hughes 
(510)652-5324 JP = Jimmy Plumb 4019 Rector Common 
MG = Mike Goodall 1878 W. 11 St. #144, Fremont, CA 94538-2145 
461 Peachstone Terr., Tracy 95376 (510) 623-1889 
San Rafael 94903 hereshope9@nreach.com KnowChess @ aol.com 
(415) 491-1269 JS = Joe Salazar 
MJG = Michael Ghormley (408)259-4002 Send tournament reports 
5120 Alcott Dr., JIWS345@aol.com and annotated games to CCJ: 
A Sacramento 95820 DS = Doug Shaker Allan Fifield 
(916)388-1601 2030 Mills Ave., PO Box 27 
mikeg@blacksand.com Menlo Park 94025 Visalia 93279-0027 
mjg99@yahoo.com (650)854-2545 (559) 734-2784 
doug@theshakers.org Fifiela@Jostens.com 
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18th Annual Sands Regency 
WESTERN STATES OPEN 


October 20-22 
A Welkel Tournament 














Don’t Miss This One! 


Entry: $130 and below! © 40/2 - 20/1 * Rooms: Under $50! 
200 Grand Prix Points * FIDE rated 
TOP 15 PLACES PAID IN EVERY CLASS! 
TROPHIES TO ALL 1ST PLACE WINNERS! 


“THE WEST’S FASTEST GROWING” 


.. EXTRAVAGANZA! 
IM JOHN DONALDSON COMMENTS: 
“THIS TOURNAMENT REMINDS ME OF A EUROPEAN CHESS FESTIVAL!” 


Look at all these extra’s!! 

FREE lecture and Game/Position Clinic by USCF 
Hall of Fame member GM Larry Evans! 

FREE Post Bulletin sent to each players 

FREE Commemorative pins to each player 
FREE coffee every round 

FREE coffee cakes every morning 

Sets and boards provided! 

Simul’s by visiting GMs! 

Toll Free Room Reservations (800) 648-3553 


My 


Be De be be be dp be 


Additional Side Events: 
Quick tournament and WBCA Blitz tournament! 


For a flyer write or call: 
Jerome (Jerry) Weikel, Organizer and Chief TD 
6578 Valley Wood Dr., Reno, NV 89523 
(775) 747-1405 
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EDITOR'S report 


On our cover this month is Ted Yudacufski. Ted is the owner of the 
Monterey Chess Center and a National Tournament Director. Tourna- 
ment directors such as Ted are the backbone of USCF rated chess and 
CalChess is in urgent need of a new generation of tournament directors 
for the Bay Area. The lifecycle of a tournament director seems to follow 
a natural path. If I may use my own experience as an example, I became 
a tournament director so that I would have tournaments to play in. As 
time progressed, I became less interested in moving pieces on a chess 
board and more interested in directing a successful chess tournament. 
If you would like to learn how to help direct tournaments, please contact 
either Riley Hughes (510-623-1889) or Doug Shaker (650-854-2545). 

Alan Kirshner raises an interesting point in his CalChess scholas- 
tic newsletter in this issue. Many of our talented junior players are 
restricting their tournament play to ‘scholastic only’ events. On the sur- 
face this is an attractive option as a strong young player can acquire 
many handsome trophies without much risk of losing hard earned rat- 
ing points. However continuing to play in ‘scholastic only’ tournaments 
past a certain point is a deadly chess trap for many younger players. 
These players will not progress in either their chess knowledge or their 
USCF rating until they start playing in adult tournaments. As a young 
player approaches the upper 10% of his local scholastic rating pool, the 
coach and parents should begin to encourage a transition to adult tour- 
naments. Initially this should involve playing in both adult and scholas- 
tic events. As the young persons skill and confidence grows, scholastic 
tournaments should be phased out thus leaving scholastic trophies to 
the next generation of young players. 

Several years ago, we discovered to our horror that the post office 
cancellation machines were leaving large ugly parallel ink streaks on 
our covers. To protect you magazine cover, a_ protective envelope has 
been used in the recent past. Extensive mailing tests have indicated 
that the envelope is no longer necessary and so to reduce costs your 
magazine was mailed without. If your magazine arrives in an unsatis- 
factory condition, please contact me at 559-734-2784. Please continue to 
send your submissions for the CCJ to me at: California Chess Journal, 
PO Box 27, Visalia CA 93279-0027. The submission deadline for the next 
issue is January 10", 2001. 
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The first Jim Hurt Memo- 
rial was attended by 73 chess 
lovers on September 2nd and 
8rd. $1875 in prizes were 
awarded in Sunnyvale Califor- 
nia at the traditional site of the 
LERA tournament which Jim 
presided over for close to 30 
years. 

Hosted in three divisions, 
the over 2000 Championship 
section was won by Robert 
Sferra with 3 1/2 points earned 
over the four rounds played. 

The Reserve section (1600- 
1999) was taken by Victor 
Batangan with a perfect 4-0 
score. Eric Madriaga blew 
through the under 1600 
Booster undefeated, also with 
four wins! 

My thanks to TD’s Doug 
Shaker, Don Wolitzer, and Tom 
Reale, assistant TD Josh Bow- 
man, and Lera liaison Rod 
McCalley! 


Robert Sferra - Albert Rich 
Sunnyvale, CA Sept 00 
1.b3 e5 2.Bb2 d6 3.e3 Nf6 4.c4 

g6 5.d3 Bg7 6.Nf3 0-0 7.Be2 cd 
8.Nc3 Nc6 9.0-0 BfdS 10.Nd5 Nxd5 
ll.exd5 Ne7 12.e4 Bd7 13.Nd2 Bh6 
14.a4 Bc8 15.Nc4 b6 16.f4 














16....Bxf4 17.Rxf4 exf4 18.Qd2 g5 
19.Bf6 h6 20.h4 Qc7 21.hxg5 Ng6 
22.Kf2 a6 23.Rh1 b5 24.Rxh6 bxc4 
25.Qf4 





Riley Hughes 





Jim Hurt 


Photo by Richard Shorman 
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25....Qd8 26.Qh2 Qxf6 27.gxf6 cxb3 
28.Rh8+ Nxh8& 29.Qh6 1-0 

The next LERA Tournament is 
LERA Thanksgiving, to be held on 
November 25th and 26th. Look for 
the ad in this issue of the Califor- 
nia Chess Journal! 





oe 








Igarta,J (1676) 
Garcia,J (1788) 
Reserve, Rd 3, [E26] 


1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.e3 
c5 5.a3 Bxc3+ 6.bxc3 Qa5 7.Bd2 
Ne4 8.Qc2 f5 9.Nf3 Nc6 10.d5 
Ne7 11.Bd3 OO 12.Bxe4 fxe4 
13.Qxe4 exd5 14.cxd5 Ng6 15.d6 
Rb8 16.Ng5 b5? 
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17.Qd5+ Kh8 18.Nf7+ Kg8& 
19.Nh6+ Kh8 20.Q@g8+ Rxg8 
21.Nf7#1-0 









Aigner,M (2196) 
Levin,E (2200) 
Championship Division 

Rd 4, [C48] 


1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.Nc3 Nc6 4.Bb5 
Nd4 5.Ba4 b5 6.Nxb5 Nxb5 7.Bxb5 
c68. Bd3 d5 9.Qe2 Bd6 10.00 O00 
11.c4 Ba6 12.b3 Qc7 13.Bb2 dxe4 
14.Bxe4 Nxe4 15.Qxe4 f5 
16.Qh4 Rf6 


Ac inate 
seaeate™ 
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17.c5 Bxc5 18.Bxe5 Bd6 19.Bxf6 
Bxfl 20.Rxfl gxf6 21.Qxf6 Rf8 
22.Qc3 Re8 23.Rc1 Re6 24.Qc4 Q{7 
25.Ng5 1-0 
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Sacramento Chess Club Weekend Siviss #3 


August 19-20,2000 


PRIZE WINNERS 


1. Master/Expert Ist Place Adrian Keatinge-Clay & Robert Sferra 
score: 3-1] Prize $155 each (Keatinge-Clay won trophy on tiebreak) 
1** Place U2200: Michael Aigner, Ziad Baroudi, Jennie Frenklakh, & 


Matthew Ho 
Score: 2.5-1.5 Prize $32.50 each 
Total Players: 17 

3. Reserve lst Place Michael Smith 
Score: 3.5-0.5 Prize $140 & trophy 
2™° Place: Brendan Birt & Adam Greenspan 
Score: 3.0-1.0 Prize: S60 each 


1** Place U1800: Roy McCollough 
score: 3.0-1.0 Prize: $140 
Total Players: 15 


4. Amateur lst Place: Steve Bickford 
Score: 3.5-0.5 Prize $140 & trophy 
2"° Place: Bob Baker, Marvin Gilbert, Alan Howe, Ruturaj Pathak, & 
Douglas Roby 
score: 3.0-1.0 Prize $24 each 
1** Place U1400: Gerald Schwarz 
score: 3.0-1.0 Prize $105 
2”? Place U1400: Charles Coleman 
Score: 2.5-1.5 Prize: S85 
1** Place Unrated: Meiyappan Rajamanickam 
Score: 3.0-1.0 Prize: S60 
Total Players: 28 


5. 7-12 Scholastic (all trophy prizes) 

1** Place, Peter Pascoal (4.0-0.0); 2™? Place, Miles Mabray (3.0-1.0); 3 Place, Nikhil Chand (3.0-1.0); 4% 
Place, Kao Saeteurn (3.0-1.0); 5 Place, William Terry (3.0-1.0); 6 Place, Ziyodulla Abdullavev (3.0-1.0); 7” 
Place, David Rivera (3.0-1.0); 8" Place, Jose Rivera (2.5-1.5): 9t* Place, John Van (2.5-1.5); 10 Place, Nicho- 
las Robinson (2.5-1.5); 11 Place: Elizabeth Mabray (2.0-2.0); 12 Place, Blavir Sukhorukov (2.0-2.0) 
Total players: 26 


6. K-6 Scholastic (all trophy prizes) 

1‘ Place, Tyrone Plata (4.0-0.0); 24 Place, Graham McDaniel (3.5-0.5): 3 Place, Michael Alpers (3.0-1.0); 4" 
Place, Anna DePello (3.0-1.0); 5 Place, Rebecca Chao (3.0-1.0); 6 Place, Louis DePello (2.531.5); 7 Plage, 
Carrie Ho (2.5-1.5); 8 Place, Anyon Harrington (2.5-1.5); 9 Place, Shawn Mani (2.0-2.0); 10 Place, Dyllan 
Snavley (2.0-2.0); 11 Place, Andrew Gomez (2.0-2.0); 12 Place: Arthur Lindberg (2.0-2.0) 

Total Players: 21 


Report Submitted by 
John McCumisky 
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The Sacramento Chess Club 
Weekend Swiss #5 was held the 
weekend of August 19 and 20. 
The turnout of 60 in the three two- 
day sections was the largest for 
any event previously held at 
Sacramento's The Learning Ex- 
change. The addition of two scho- 
lastic sections to the “Weekend 
Swiss” format drew 47 partici- 
pants. This was the largest turn- 
out for an event in Sacramento 
in 3 years. 

The Master/Expert Section 
was very closely fought with 10 
players scoring even or higher. 
Adrian Keating-Clay of Vallejo 
held a couple of tough positions 
the second day to tie with Robert 
Sferra of San Jose for first place 
with a score of 3.0-1.0. Below is 
Keatinge-Clay’s second round 
game with Sacramento’s Ziad 
Baroudi. 


Adrian Keatinge-Clay (2227) 
Ziad Baroudi (2178) 
Semi-Slav Defense, D43 

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.Nc3 
e6 5.Bg5 Be7 6. e3 O-O 7.Rcl b6 
8.Bd3 Bb7 9.0-O Nbd7 10.Qe2 c5 
11.Rfd1 Ne4 12.Bf4 g5 13.Bg3 f5 
14.cxd5 exd5 15.Bxe4 fxe4 16.Ne5 
Nf6 17.Ng4 c4 18.Nh6+ Kg7 
19.Nf5+ Kg6 20.Nxe7+ Qxe7 21.Rfl 
Bc6 22.b3 b5 23.bxc4 bxc4 24.Rb1 
hd 25.h3 Qd7 26.f3 Rae8? 
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27.fxe4 Nxe4 28.Rxf8 Rxf8 29.Nxe4 
dxe4 30.Qxc4 Bd5d 31.Qa6+ R{6 
32.Qa5 a6 33.Be5 Rc6 34.Rb8 g4 
35.Rd8 [1:0] 

In the 15 player Reserve Sec- 
tion, Michael Smith of Sacra- 
mento went through the field with 
a 3.5-0.5 score to gain first prize. 
Fairfield’s Roy McCollough defeats 
Adam Greenspan of Sacramento 
in a game with a nice finish. 


Adam Greenspan (1910) 
Roy McCollough (1665) 
Sicilian Defense, B35 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 
4.Nxd4 g6 5.Nc3 Bg7 6.Be3 N{f6 
7.Bc4 O-O 8.f3 Qad 9.Qd2 Qb4 
10.Nxc6 bxc6 11.Bb3 d6 12.0-O-O 
c5 13.a3 Qa5d 14.Bh6 Ba6 15.Bxg7 
Kxg7 16.Bd5 Rab8 17.h4 h6 18.g4 
Nd7 19.f4 e6 20.Ba2 Rb6 21.{5 Rfb8 
22.h5 g5 23.fxe6 Rxb2 24.Nb1 
Rxb 1+! 
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The largest section of the 
event was the Amateur section 
with 28 players. Steve Bickford of 
Sacramento won the event with 
a 3.5-0.5 score. Sacramento's 
Stephen McKee upsets Chico's 
David DuVair in this next game. 


Stephen McKee (1186) 
David DuVair (1511) 
ENGLISH OPENING, A35 

1.c4 c5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.Nf3 d6 4.d4 
cxd4 5.Nxd4 Nf6 6.g3 Nxd4 7.Qxd4 
Bd7 8.Bg2 Qc7 9. O-O Bc6 10.Nd5 


PROBLEM 


Bxd5 1l.cxd5 Qc5S 12.Qa4+ b5 
13.Qa5 a6 14.Be3 Qc8 15.Racl Qb8 
16.Bh3 Nd7? 
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17.Re7 Ned 18.Bxc5 dxc5 19.Bd7+ 
Kd8 20.Rb7+ [1:0] 

The 47 players in the two 
scholastic sections came from as 
far north as Biggs, as far South as 
Merced, and as far west as Daily 
City. The 7-12 winner was Peter 
Pascoal of Sacramento and the K- 
6 winner was Tyrone Plata of Daily 
City, each scoring 4.0-0.0 in their 
sections. 

The Sacramento Chess Club 
wishes to thank everyone for com- 
ing out to our event. If you want 
to see the full final standings, go 
to the Weekend Events Page on 
the Sacramento Chess Club Web 
Site at www.lanset.com/jmclmc/ 
default.htm We look forward to 
seeing you again at our Scholas- 
tic and regular events in Decem- 
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White to move and mate 
in three! 

Solution in the next is- 
sue. 


Editors Note: I made some 
errors in printing this 
problem in the last issue 
so I am running the cor- 
rected version now. 
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The Crisis in the USCF 








UNITED STATES 
CHESS FEDE 


Executive Board Meeting May 21, 2000 


In the last issue of Chess Life, 
new USCF President Tim Redman 
spoke of USCF’s current financial 
crisis. According to President 
Redman, USCF may suffer an op- 
erating loss of over $400,000 in it’s 
current fiscal year. An organiza- 
tion the size of USCF can not sus- 
tain this sort of red ink for very long 
without being forced to seek refuge 
is some sort of bankruptcy. 

Against this grim background, 
the Executive Board of the USCF 
met last May in New York to dis- 
cuss the hard decisions that must 
be made to save our organization. 
Nothing is sacred in the USCF at 
this moment. Many items of day to 
day importance to the average chess 
player such as the future of Chess 
Life and Tournament Life An- 
nouncements were discussed at 
this meeting. In reading this tran- 
script, I came away with a respect 
for our hardworking board mem- 
bers who must guide the Federa- 
tion away from being a traditional 
magazine and over the board play 
based organization to an internet 
play and website based organiza- 
tion. 

I have edited the 116 pages 
transcript down to the issues that I 
think may interest many of the 
readers of the California Chess Jour- 
nal. While I have taken some liber- 
ties in re-arranging material and in 
cutting some excess ‘chatter’, I have 
tried to give a condensed and unbi- 
ased account of this critical meet- 
ing. To help orient our readers, the 
following is a listing of the key 
speakers and their official titles. 


by 
Allan Fifield 


EXECUTIVE BOARD: 

Bob Smith - President 

Dr. R. John McCrary, 
Vice-President/Secretary 

Jim Pechac - 

Vice-President - Finance 

Doris Barry - 
Member-at-Large/Secretary elect 
Dr. Tim Redman - 
Member-at-Large 

Joe Ippolito - Member-at-Large 
Helen Warren - Member-at-Large 
Garrett Scott - Member-at-Large 


USCF Management 

George L. DeFeis - 
Executive Director 

Jeffrey Loomis - 

Chief Financial Officer elect 


USCF STAFF: 

Joan DuBois 

Laura Martz 

Judy Misner 

Glenn Petersen (Editor Chess Life) 


The Future of Chess Life 

DR. McCRARY: I would suggest 
we would at least discuss what the 
possibilities are regarding Chess 
Life, I would suggest, since Mr. 
Petersen is here. We had discussed 
various options on Chess Life. Tim, 
you want to address that? 

DR. REDMAN: Certainly the 
one that I like of the four plans pre- 
sented was going to what I like to 
call the newsstand Chess Life, 
which is a 5 reduced number of 
pages, more featurism, more story- 
driven, a lot of the columnists and 
the small TLE’s to go to the web. 
And the School Mates, the eight- 
page paper edition, and in each case 





RATION 






Let Rela CI) 


then an expanded verse of Chess 
Life on the web, an expanded ver- 
sion of School Mates on the web. 
And I think you've done a good job 
of pointing out the increased fees 
that are going to be involved with 
this. I think that your estimates are 
very actual and — but we are obvi- 
ously going to realize savings. 

So just give let’s say this sce- 
nario: Chess Life, 40 pages, a 40- 
page paper issue. And a School 
Mates, eight-page paper issue, but 
a much larger monthly issue on the 
web. We certainly know that we 
would save some on the printing. 
That’s not a linear savings though, 
obviously, you’ve got your start-up 
costs for the press run and every- 
thing else, but there’s some print- 
ing costs that would be involved, 
and more substantial postage sav- 
ings. The postage savings are pretty 
linear. 

MR. PETERSEN: Not pretty lin- 
ear, but if you have the same 
amount of advertising in a smaller 
issue, then your postage rate 
should go up because the rate is 
based on weight and advertising 
percentage. If you go more than 45 
percent in advertising content, 
youre in danger of losing your pe- 
riodic postage rate anyhow. 

DR. REDMAN: The other point 
is advertising. When you say 40 
pages of Chess Life on the paper, 
newsstand issue, that doesn’t in- 
clude ads. I think there should be 
a positive incentive to go out and 
sell ads to pay for these other things 
and increase the revenue. So this 
is the kind of discussion we’ve been 
having for several months, and 
since you're here and your're the ex- 
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pert, before we do anything really 
dangerous, we'd like to hear your 
opinions about this. 

MR. PETERSEN: Number 1, al- 
though it may happen somewhere 
down the line where everybody has 
Internet access, it’s not true of our 
membership today. Whether or not 
we last that long depends on what 
we decide to do today. If the tour- 
nament reports that we're getting 
in are a reflection of who is or is not 
on the Internet — it’s as good a 
gauge as anything — only half of 
our tournament players are on-line. 
So if you put TLA’s on-line, half our 
tournament players aren't going to 
be able to play chess. 

DR. REDMAN: There is another 
option and that is to go to a kind of 
— we're kind of reconceptualizing 
membership structure. We know 
that half of our members are scho- 
lastic players. We know of the half 
that remain, about half of those are 
regular tournament players — 
roughly. I think about a quarter of 
our membership are tournament 
players. Very important people, 
obviously. If half of them have some 
kind of Internet access, half don’t, 
then the question is, should the lo- 
cal tournaments be more heavily 
advertised by the local media or 
should we continue to have exactly 
like we’ve always had, exactly the 
TOA policy we’ve always had, or 
should we have perhaps the web 
TLA’s plus a supplemented TLA, 
TLA supplement available to the 
tournament members who are in- 
terested in the TLA. I read mine 
with a big magnifying glass, but I 
read it religiously, at cost, but not 
being part of what is our public 
face which is our newsstand adver- 
tising face. So these are all obvi- 
ously interrelated issues. 

MR. PETERSEN: Another is if 
you reduce the size of the magazine, 
i's not going to be as attractive on 
the newsstand. Right now we're at 
the top for a very simple publica- 
tion. So we’re looking for contract 
members still through newsstand 
sales. We'll get that vote. And prob- 
ably reduce your income from the 
Sales in your budget. 

DR. REDMAN: You think the 
appearance, announcement adds 
appeal to the newsstand? 


MR. PETERSEN: [| think the 
bulk does. Not the content. 

PRESIDENT SMITH: Ernie? 

MR. SCHLICH: One other thing 
we tried to attract sponsorship, one 
of the things you have to show your 
potential is tournaments and the 
TLA to show tournament activity. 
That may be a 
consideration also. 

DR. REDMAN: We're not talk- 
ing about cutting out TLA. 

MR. DeFEIS: TLA’s could cer- 
tainly appear in the magazine, the 
printed version. All TLA’s are still 
going to be accepted and received, 
but placed on to the web. That was 
the intent of this, not to stop TLA’s. 
I do have a, you know, a feeling that 
again your local newsletter, local 
newspapers, and now | get them all, 
I think that if I'm in Des Moines, 
Iowa and I wanted to know about 
what tournaments are going to take 
place in my local, I’m going to get it 
from the local chess club, not the 
national magazine, in a sense. 

MR. PETERSEN: This argu- 
ment was brought up I guess when 
Frank Elie (ph) was editor. Got up 
before the delegates and made the 
same sort of proposal. Take the lo- 
cal TLA’s out of the magazine, move 
them to one line. And they nearly 
road him out of town on a rail. 

DR. REDMAN: Certainly, the 
people that we have —I mean, I like 
to advertise, you know, nationally. 
I like that exposure. I don’t — I some- 
how can’t seem to get anyone to it 
outside of that county. I love to have 
that national exposure, and it’s 
cheap. 

PRESIDENT SMITH: Rachel? 

MS. LIEBERMAN: Let me just 

say that there’s a real advantage to 
having TLA’s at a central location 
like the magazine. If you live in 
Iowa, you can get it from your local 
Iowa chess club but a state next to 
Iowa isn’t going to know. 
Just like when Myron used to di- 
rect the tournaments for the Phoe- 
nix Chess Club, we got all kinds of 
people from California. 

MR. DeFEIS: The TLA, it will be 
published. 

MS. LIEBERMAN: Not only the 
locals have access, so you want to 
be aware of the fact that people from 
other states are looking at each 


other’s TLA’s. 

MR. DeFEIS: Agreed, sure. 

MR. BROWNSCOMBE: There is 
no consistency. Some local publi- 
cations are quarterly. Very few are 
monthly like Chess Life. Some 
states don’t even produce a publi- 
cation — I can name at least one. 
I’m telling George this in response 
to what George is saying. People can 
get their tournament information 
from their local publications, and 
with all due respect, I have to dis- 
agree with my boss. 

MR. DeFEIS: | understand. 

DR. REDMAN: There’s no ques- 
tion what you say is true. It’s abso- 
lutely true that if I happen to be 
traveling to New York and I want to 
know what tournament I want to to 
visit, the TLA is the place to go. 
Within a budget situation, please, 
let’s realize what service we're pay- 
ing for. We’re paying, in this case, 
for a few individuals who happen 
to be traveling. 

PRESIDENT SMITH: The prob- 
lem is, we're getting fewer people. 
We're having as many events — I 
think Glenn said that — but we're 
having fewer people attend those 
events. And if we rip the TLA out 
and put it onto the Internet, it’s 
going to aggravate that problem. 

MR. SLOAN: I’m probably the 
most active person involved on the 
Internet. I never heard of a person 
that went on the Internet and got 
in a tournament they wanted to play 
in. The USCF is up and down. 
Sometimes it’s good; sometime it’s 
bad. Most of the time it’s really 
pretty terrible. People give up. I will 
go on to the USCF website at least 
once a day to look at ratings but I 
never look at the website for news 
because I know it’s not a reliable 
source of the information. Get a 
good reliable source going first. 
Once that’s done — it hasn’t hap- 
pened yet, but start talking about 
using the website as a substitute 
for the magazine. That hasn’t come 
yet. And right now, keep on going 
and encourage our management to 
improve. 

MR. DeFEIS: We're talking 
about the packaging of the TLA’s. 
There’s also a suggestion raised 
about TLA’s being published sepa- 
rately. That could be, in really a 
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very, you know, newspaper type 
print. If it’s just a listing of tourna- 
ments going on and relieving Chess 
Life, go ahead, make it more attrac- 
tive, attract more advertising into 
it, for those people who want to re- 
ceive a hard copy of a TLA listing. 

MR. SLOAN: Are the TLA’s on 
the web now? 

MS. DuBOIS: Yes. 

MR. PECHAC: Yes. 

MR. DeFEIS On to publica- 
tions, by Glenn Petersen. We've ob- 
viously been looking at publica- 
tions, exploring opportunities, mak- 
ing some changes with really the 
thought of enhancing things. School 
Mates and Chess Life are two ven- 
tures that we’re looking at where we 
issue a hard copy, a printed ver- 
sion of the magazine, but really en- 
hance our web presence for both of 
these publications, School Mates 
really being put largely on the web 
with a — still a direct mail piece. 
Everyone believes there should be 
a direct contact regularly with the 
membership. And Chess Life, 
maybe Chess Life might be the title 
of what we look at when we con- 
sider how to make changes there. 


Ratings 

MR. DeFEIS: On to ratings, 
probably our most unique function 
in the office. You look at every not- 
for-profit association, we all do the 
same things with the exception of 
ratings, I would say. 

We have the long-term objective 
of receiving tournament results on- 
line, submitted through a program 
template which will interface di- 
rectly with our ratings program and 
membership database so that rat- 
ings could be processed quickly. 
Now, again, long-term I’d say, we 
know it’s a problem, it’s high on our 
list of things to do. 


Dues and Revenues 

MR. DeFEIS: Right now, 90 
percent of our income comes from 
dues and books and equipment — 
38 percent member dues; 52 per- 
cent books and equipment. Relying 
heavily on that. That’s why we’re 
talking about, How are we going to 
get more money? Well, we have got 
to raise dues or increase our mar- 
gin. That other 10 percent, we need 





to expand. You see it there. Adver- 
tising, donations, tournaments, fees 
and profits therefrom. There’s a lot 
of money out there, and again, this 
will be that activity of that director 
of sponsorship and grants. 

That will, you know, not have 
us focus on a $1 increase or a $2 
increase as the only way to go. Cer- 
tainly our dues structure needs to 
be in line with today’s economics, 
but I don’t want to solely focus on 
dues and books and equipment. 
We've got to begin looking outside 
and increasing that 10 percent to 
20 and 30 percent. That will relieve 
a lot of the issues relative to mem- 
bership concerns when we're al- 
ways looking at dues. 


Rulebook 

MR. GOICHBERG: One of the 
reasons I came here is to talk to the 
board about the subject of the 
rulebook and I’m disappointed that 
this was dealt with in closed ses- 
sion and I didn’t get a chance to 
present my proposal, although I had 
mentioned my proposal to some 
board members. 

Basically, I feel that it is very 
unwise to pay people and give them 
royalties for writing a rulebook 
when the last time around, when 
there was a lot more work to do — 
because we've doubled the size of 
the book, which won’t happen this 
time — we had a volunteer commit- 
tee. In fact, you know, I was one of 
the people on the committee and | 
didn’t even put in for my expenses, 
although I certainly had the right 
to. 

What I suggested happen this 
time, and you can still do it if you 
want to reconsider your motion, I 
think you should appoint a commit- 
tee of — consisting of the best quali- 
fied people and that they will be vol- 
unteers. I know that they'll be vol- 
unteers because I’ve spoken to 
many of them. 

I’ve spoken to Carol Jarecki who 
was on the committee that you’ve 
appointed, as things stands now, 
and she’s stated that she’s willing 
to work without being paid. I’ve spo- 
ken to Al Losauff (ph), who’s cochair 
of the rules committee. He’s said the 
same thing. I’ve spoken to Ernie 
Schlich, who I think should be on 


the committee because he’s had 
more experience than anyone in 
dealing with recent complaints re- 
garding sudden death and time de- 
lay clocks and that sort of thing, and 
that will probably be, I think, the 
main area of revisions in the new 
rulebook because. When the old 
book came out, there were no time 
delay clocks. 

I am also willing to serve on the 
committee as a volunteer. We have 
four people that are willing to serve 
as volunteers. I would suggest that 
Tim just be on the committee, also. 
I don’t know if he’s willing to serve 
as a volunteer. If it was up to me, | 
would suggest that committee of 
five. If you’re asking why a com- 
mittee of five when we had three 
last time, well, last time nobody 
had e-mail. So it was quite a diffi- 
cult job, you know, sending around 
things by fax and by mail. And, you 
know, I think you can enlarge the 
size of the committee due to the 
use of e-mail. I think things will 
still work pretty smoothly. 

I don’t understand why sud- 
denly when the USCF has financial 
problems, people are being, you 
know, a committee is being paid to 
do a job when it’s clear that the best 
people available, the most qualified 
people available, will work without 
any pay and without any royalties. 

Now, after your vote I spoke to 
a few board members who voted 
with the majority, and one of them 
said that what was done was stan- 
dard, and I would say that well, per- 
haps it is standard in publishing 
houses and so forth that, you know, 
authors are paid, and I’m sure it is, 
but — I mean, these are not stan- 
dard times not USCF. We've had a 
financial task force tell us that we 
have to take emergency measures 
and we have to cut back at every 
possible opportunity, and now sud- 
denly we’re paying people to write 
the rulebook when the previous 
committee did it for nothing. 

I would also say that “standard” 
for the USCF is that committees vol- 
unteer and we pay only when the 
volunteer committee can’t do the 
job. We don’t pay the rating com- 
mittee for their technical expertise 
and we don’t pay the Internet com- 
mittee and, you know, Internet 
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had committee members have come happy and willing to donate my think we should do it on a volun- 
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de- stance. We have a lot of experts fewer areas that have to be rewrit- PRESIDENT SMITH: Sam? 
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| Final Standings for the Guthrie McClain Memorial 
: August 19th 2000 
= Mechanics Chess Club 
cial 
rou The Game 45 brought 20 players to the Mechanics Chess Club on Saturday for a day of fun and tough 
1 to competition . Senior master Dmitri Zilberstein proved once again his mastery of the game by winning the tourna- 
est ment hands down with a score of five zip. Keith Vickers lost only to Zilberstein to finish second while Eric Schiller 
ied and Kenneth Hills scored third and the best Under 2200. Other winners were Ricky Grijalva and Martin Marshall 
out who shared the Best Under 2000 prize , Lev Pisarsky who was Best under 1800 and David Lau who was Best 
ies. under 1600. 
tO # Name Rtng Rd1 Rd2 Rd3 Rd4~ Rd5 Total 
ted 1 Zilberstein Dmitri 2400 W14 W6 Ww2 w4 W5 5.0 
ae 2 Vickers Keith 2200 W17 W8 Ll Ww9 W6 4.0 
il 3 Schiller Eric 2218 H—- W12 D7 wil D4 ao 
oat 4 Hills Kenneth 2189 W16 w9 W5 Ll D3 SD 
oe 5 Pruess David 2364 w15 WII LA W7 Ll 3.0 
i 6 Lee Andy 2158 W13 L1 wil4 Ws iby 3.0 
eh 7 Grijalva Ricky 1970 H—- x—- D3 L5 W113 3.0 
ee 8 Marshall Martin 1887 w19 LZ W15 L6 wl4 3.0 
da 9 Pisarsky Lev 1722 w20 14 is. 2 te W16 3.0 
aa 10 ~=«*Falconer Neil 2065 L11 L15 w19g Dis Ww18 ao 
ye 11 Nicholson Robert 1953 Ww10 LS W17 ES D12 25 
sr 12 Haun Benjamin 1783 Ww18s LS Las W15 D11 yi 
1d- 13 Lau David 1355 L6 Wi6 wWl12 ~~ Dio ef 2.5 
ite 14 Wang Drake 1683 L1 W19  ~=iL6 MOG. oe 2.0 
bs 15 Chan John 1380 L5 Ww10 L8 L12 W20 2.0 

’ 16 Gross Kevan 1757 L4 L13 W20 D18 L9 1.5 
rd Lt Lewis William 1374 L2 W20 Lil L14 D19 ta 
ol- 18 Laufer Ben 1134 L12 ee D16~—iL10 1.5 
he 19 ‘Light David 1207 L8 L14 L10 20 Sry 1.0 
he 20  Wuerz Larry unr. L9 et? L16 DI9~—s LI5 0.5 
m- 
ise 
m- 
1et 
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And one of the things they've pro- 
posed is to require arbiters to be 
present to keep score of the 
games, which of course puts a tre- 
mendous burden on the process 
with large numbers, and we 
couldn't afford to pay them. This 
has closed them down. Nobody has 
advocated this but I’m afraid — 
might be one of the people advo- 
cating it. 


Chess Life (Again) 

DR. REDMAN: Well, the reason- 
ing here, okay, because I had the 
publications committee start to look 
at this. In my view, Glenn is cor- 
rect to request that kind of large 
increase for the expanded web pres- 
ence, but one of the things we might 
consider doing is to give younger 
unknown writers a chance to add 
the exposure that publishing on the 
official USCF website, Chess Life, 
would give them. 

One of the ideas of moving a lot 
of the content to the web of Chess 
Life is to be able to track hits on 
articles. Okay? So when I 
claimed,you know, that Redman on 
the draw offer is the greatest col- 
umn in Chess Life and should be 
continued and put up to the front 
of the page — we put that on the web 
and we find out the only people 15 
going to Redman on the draw are 
the immediatefamily of Tim 
Redman. 

Okay, we are going to have a 
way of assessing feature popular- 
ity, and I would say that this could 
be done for less — a little creativity 
on the part of the staff is to go out 
and develop that new writing talent 
and say, Here’s your chance to 
make an impact. We're not going to 
pay you right off the bat, but you 
have your moment in the sun. And 
if, you know, if you gain a follow- 
ing, you get popular, you could do 
it that way. That requires, of course, 
more work for Glenn. But is that 
doable? Can we save some money 
there? 

MR. PETERSEN: Possibly. 

DR. REDMAN: Okay. 

MR. PETERSEN: However, still 
can't get around the photography 
people. 

DR. REDMAN: Those are steep. 
So we could probably trim a bit. But 


I think the conceptual direction 
is completely correct. I'd suggest 
$120,000. That’s still almost a 45 
percent increase. Is that all right? 

MR. PECHAC: I’m not the ap- 
proval. I'm working through the 
Management process here, and — 

DR. REDMAN: He hasn’t 
screamed or yelled or anything. 

MR. PETERSEN: You just made 
my life more interesting. 

DR. REDMAN: Thank you, 
Glenn. 

MR. DeFEIS: We're all contrib- 
uting something, Glenn. Don’t 
WOITY. 


Regional TLA’s 

PRESIDENT SMITH: Is that re- 
gional, Glenn? You could have re- 
gional TLA’s? 

MR. PETERSEN: Is anybody fa- 
miliar with the way the TLA session 
is set up? The greatest portion of it 
is Grand Prix events. 

PRESIDENT SMITH: Yep. 

MR. SCHULTZ: Grand Prix, 
move a certain amount. 

MR. PECHAC: Space-wise. 

PRESIDENT SMITH: Space- 
wise, he meant. 

MR. GOICHBERG: | agree with 
what Tom said, which really I think 
— Tim said the TLA’s only serve the 
occasional visitor. A lot of states 
publish every two months, every 
three months. A lot of states are 
constantly losing their volunteer 
editor and don’t publish for six or 
eight months even though they’re 
scheduled to publish every two or 
three months. 

In New York State, I can assure 
you, no one gets their TLA’s from 
Empire Chess. No one. In fact, there 
are hardly any in there. It comes 
out every three months and, you 
know, if it did carry TLA’s, it just 
wouldn't have most of them due to 
the timing. Something that comes 
out every three months, the orga- 
nizers just can’t handle something 
like that. 

DR. REDMAN: We're aware of 
that. 

MR. DeFEIS: Let me say, I’m 
not suggesting that there is no value 
to TLA’s in Chess Life. It’s looking 
at what it is and if that value is 
something that we should pay for 
or that the budget should pay for. 


DR. REDMAN: No one’s ques- 
tioning the importance of TLA’s. The 
question is simply, are there alter. 
natives of equally valid tracking 
systems’? Such as something that 
looks like a rating system. 

MR. GOICHBERG: That’s fine 
But when I hear about relying on 
state publications, I’d have to say 
that isn’t going to work. 

MR. PETERSEN: [| have to 
question the logic behind this whole 
process. As an organizer, as a tour- 
nament director, I have to pay for 
that TLA. I have to pay the USCF to 
run that announcement in the 
magazine. If you’re talking about 
coming out with another publica- 
tion that’s going to come out to the 
members at cost, then why am! 
paying you in the first place? It’s 
not reaching the people I. want to 
reach if somebody else has to pay 
on the other end as well. 

DR. REDMAN: Okay. Well, 
thanks for your views. 

DR. McCRARY: Just putting 
aside then the whole question of re- 
duced Chess Life and looking at the 
figures that we had here, in reduc- 
ing the memberships did you also 
reduce the magazine expenses we 
discussed yesterday, bringing them 
down? 

MR. PETERSEN: Printing, you 
can probably knock that down a 
little bit, if you make a motion here 
today to bring it before the del- 
egates. And that’s to take the an- 
nual rating list out of Chess Life. 
It’s 48 pages right there. 

DR. McCRARY: Don’t let us for- 
get to bring it up to the member- 


ship. 
MR. GOICHBERG: That’s a 
great idea. 


US Championship 

PRESIDENT SMITH: Let’s re- 
convene here. I had asked George 
to fill us in on the Seattle situation. 

MR. DeFEIS: As you know, | 
went out to Seattle on Sunday or 
Monday to meet with Erik Ander- 
son, Yasser Sierawan, and | met 
with Scott Oki also to go over their 
proposal. Our issues we wanted to 
talk about, but this was a proposal 
for the Seattle Chess Foundation to 
undertake the sponsorship and 
basically organizing of a U.S. Cham- 
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pionship. And — so we had propos- 
als we reviewed, we had issues. 

I] went out there and [| thought 
that it’s going to turn out very well. 
And frankly, it looks like a group 
that the long-term contact is per- 
haps even more important than 
what might come out of this. Now, 
certainly we had some issues rela- 
tive to the length of contract and 
the fee that USCF might obtain for 
licensing this event, which earlier 
in the year had been cancelled due 
to financial reasons. 

But anyway, we do have an 
agreement with the Seattle Chess 
Foundation. And some of the points 
that we had raised — I’m just going 
to — I have copies of the signed 
agreement to pass around. I'll give 
that to the board if they’d like to 
see that. But the term of the agree- 
ment will be 10 years. I’m just read- 
ing from my summary that I e- 
mailed that — you may have been 
in travel, you may not have gotten. 

The Seattle Chess Foundation 
will be incorporated as a not-for- 
profit organization in Washington 
by June 15th. They told me it would 
be done by the next day because 
they had paperwork being filed. 
That was important to us that we 
were signing with a legal entity. If 
they decline to hold the event in any 
one year then we have the right to 
cancel the agreement. That was a 
concern that they might conduct it 
one year but not another and still 
want to do it in the a future year, 
so we wanted that particular un- 
derstanding and that’s in the con- 
tract. 

At the close of the tournament, 
they have 60 days to tell us if they 
plan to exercise the option to do the 
next year’s event. Their original pro- 
posal was 90 days and we put 60 
and we got that. In the first year 
they asked if they could have 90, 
just that — so far behind, and I 
agreed to 90 in the first year but 60 
thereafter. 

For the 10-year period, we'll be 
given a flat fee of $5,000 each year 
for the first five years and 10,000 a 
year for the second five years, years 
six through 10, a large improve- 
ment over what — and this was a 
concern of ours — they were offer- 
ing us 1,000 for five years and then 


5,000 for 6 the second five. Basi- 
cally they were offering $30,000, 
when you add that up. This will 
come to 75,000. They were agree- 
able to that. Especially when I told 
them what it cost to go out and do 
this meeting with them. They said, 
Okay, okay. This was right before 
the martini we had. That was the 
time to hit them with it, I think. 

But anyway, let’s see, by Au- 
gust 15th of this year they will, in 
quotes, Prove to our satisfaction 
that the $100,000 prize fund exists. 
They had mentioned this, in a 
sense. Because they had offered to 
provide a — what do they call it? 

MS. WARREN: Letter of credit. 

MR. DeFEIS: A letter of credit, 
and they said that may take awhile. 
And frankly, again, you see Mr. Oki 
in there, and that was I feel of little 
concern at this point, in what 
they’re looking to build this event 
into. Frankly, this is going to be part 
of a Seattle Chess Foundation with 
a brick and mortar operation at 
some point. They’re looking to do 
far more than the U.S. Champion- 
ship for chess in the Washington 
— in the Seattle area. 

But anyhow, by August 15th 
we'll get some indication that there 
is $100,000 there. The executive di- 
rector, myself, will be a member of 
the U.S. Championship organizing 
committee. Again, this puts us — 
keeps us in the loop. Frankly I don't 
think there will be meetings to at- 
tend — maybe one a year. Probably 
they'll have one at the event. But 
certainly as far as being the dia- 
logue that we as a member, what- 
ever, correspondence or minutes 
and agenda and things like that 
we'll get,our name will be promi- 
nent. It will be our event. Something 
like if they secure Boeing sponsor- 
ship, like, Boeing presents the 
USCF U.S. Championship hosted 
by the Seattle Chess Foundation. 
Something like that, which is what 
we wanted. We'll have incentives to 
develop ideas, products, merchan- 
dising in conjunction with them. 

Again in the original proposal 
I made it clear to them we don’t 
want to feel we’re divorced from 
this for 10 years. We want to be 
part of the organization, organiz- 
ing committee, which is important 


when they're talking about future 
years’ venues and dates. But also 
if we think something would be a 
good piece of merchandise, we can 
bring that and develop whatever 
the financial arrangements might 
be at that time. But we will have 
incentives. 

Any rights that we grant to the 
sale of Chess Foundation cannot be 
transferred to a third party without 
our approval. I have to get back to 
them. I mentioned earlier about any 
prohibitions we have on the books 
about sponsorship, in particular, 
tobacco and alcohol. If someone 
could find for me where it says 
that, I could give them the word- 
ing. There was not a concern, of 
course, for tobacco, but certainly 
they were thinking about getting 
a winery as a sponsor, and if we 
have a prohibition about that, | 
have to get back to them very 
quickly. 

DR. McCRARY: Just to inter- 
ject, my recollection is that only per- 
tains to Chess Life advertising, and 
it’s probably not a policy, it’s kind 
of a long-standing unwritten rule. 

MR. SCOTT: No, it’s written 
somewhere. 

MS. WARREN: Yes, it is. 

MR. DeFEIS: If it’s only Chess 
Life advertising — 

MS. WARREN: This goes all the 
way back to Fairfax, when the 
Fairfax organizers had the tobacco 
company support and it was then— 

MR. SCHULTZ: Yeah, | think 
tobacco was more in question than 
the alcohol. 

MS. BARRY: I remember they 
wanted a wine ad. 

DR. REDMAN: We'll check. 
Someone will check. 

MR. DeFEIS: We're going to 
clear with each other in a sense the 
sponsors that we’re going after. 
We're able to secure, of course, web 
banners on our page which will be 
linked to their page which have the 
official coverage of the event, but 
we were able to secure that and 
keep all that revenue. 

MS. WARREN: Where do they 
expect the sponsorship to come 
from? 

MR. DeFEIS: Corporations. 
They mentioned Boeing. The Oki 
foundation, perhaps. I mean, I think 
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— Erik had said to me that they’re 
all, you know, whatever, going to 
be contributing whatever amount, 
but they're connected to the high- 
est circles in corporate Washington, 
Seattle. Oki is one of the Microsoft 
originals, I think made his bills 
there. 

MR. IPPOLITO: Can I stop you 
one minute’? Just for our audience 
so you don’t think we gave up the 
kitchen sink and all the other good 
things. We came out with a great 
prospect, you know, they're going 
to be funding this tournament, 


that this was an expedited — be- 
cause of the interest we have in 
it. They understand. They’re — ob- 
viously they’re looking at it, at an 
event in September. We’re not 
talking about 2001. I understand 
their anxiety a bit, also, in get- 
ting the t’s crossed and i’s dotted. 


Quality Control at the USCF 
MR. PETERSEN: We don’t 
have any rules. My concerns 
there were giving them carte 
blanche usage for commercial 
products for our logo. 


Chess Press 

MR. DeFEIS: On Page 3 we're 
developing an initiative in pub- 
lishing called the Chess Press. 
You'll see Attachment 5, if you 
wish, is on Page 3 of the June is- 
sue of Chess Life, announcing the 
Chess Press. And we're venturing 
into an area that we think we wil] 
have some success in. We think 
it will be a profitable area that will] 
help support all the things that we 
do in our not-for-profit activities, 
6 scholastics and everything else. 
Basically we think we should be 





$100,000. Bottom line, too, there MR. SCHULTZ: That re- publishing some stuff. That’s a chec 
are built-in safeguards for this. If freshes my memory. type of monopoly that’s legal. If it’s "ie 
at any year they don’t hold that MR. PETERSEN: | guess we'll our book, 9 we're the only ones pau 
particular tournament, then this have to come up with something. with it, we can establish relation- play 
contract is null and void. MR. SCHULTZ: On a chess set ships and how it should be distrib- bac! 
MR. DeFEIS: We have the right or something like that. That was it. uted. That will benefit us. his 
to cancel it. I that’s the better word- DR. REDMAN: Okay, prod- We're looking primarily at main- pov 
ing for us, actually. Ifthis goes great —_ ucts. stream books for the casual player, oot 
in seven years and in year eight we MR. PETERSEN: They had to children’s books, instructional ae 
both say, Let’s not do it, we don’t be submitted first for approval. guides. There’s the thought that the = 
want our own contract to say it’s Then you'll have to write some- U.S. Chess Federation should pro- ee 
cancelled. thing up. vide chess instruction manuals and 
MR. IPPOLITO: We're pro- DR. REDMAN: We shouldn’t materials. So this is a venture that’s 
tected. attach our name to a product un- going to be kicked off. We're solicit- 3 
DR. REDMAN: That’s very good less we’re quite confident of the ing manuscripts from our mem- Vet 
news, and we had the conference quality of the product. One of the bers, but we'll be looking elsewhere. 
call on this and I hope you did con- most embarrassing incidents of | Actually, a couple of people have Bee 
vey to them that we acted very, very some years ago was the USCF of- told me, Gee, they have a book and as 
quickly, for us. ficial chess playing computer they were asking if we could sug- to 
MR. DeFEIS: | let them know which didn’t know how to capture gest a publisher, and I’ve been say- at 
that. Even though Yasser takes a en passant. ing, Well, let’s talk, maybe we'll do atte 
shot at me now and then, I noted it ourselves. Continued on page 20 Sieg 
isa 
at | 
to |] 
THE Kurt BENDIT RATING TOURNAMENT CROSSTABLE 
3 Mas 
a 2. 
August 16th - 31** 2000 lieve 
Mechanics Institue ber 
sior 
Sta 
# Name RT Fide 1 2 3 4 5 6 f f 8 9 10 11 Total = 
1 E. Schiller 2215 2172 X -l- O EFS. cAs25yh/2ed 1/2 1 1 1 Z wit} 
2 V.Nambiar 2225 2118 Of" = 1 0 0 1 0 O 1 1 1/2 41/2 thei 
3 L. Snyder 2102 1 O X 1/2 1 O a/2 isd 1/2 1/2" 1/2 5 ers 
4 D. Blohm 2223 2143 1/2 1 1/2 X 1 O 0 1/2 1 | ae | 6 re, 
5 M.Brown 1999 x i A ge, ee tie Oy” Ae se A721 41/2 sa 
6 R. Wong 2200 2101 1/2 0 1 1 1/2 xX 1 1/2 1 1/2 1 7 thei 
7 Grijalva 1970 2138 0 1 1/2 1 1 O Xx 1/2 O 1/2 1/2 5 you 
8 Chethan 2232 2163 1/24 A/2. Af2s 1/2). 1f2..1/2 = LJ 2, ef? el 6 the 
9 P.Stevens 2041 x 0 O 1/2 O 1/2 O 1 1/2 X O O 21/2 / mel 
10 D. Steel 2084 x O O EZ if aye 8208/2 T7241 Xx 1 5 pou 
11 E.Temple 2062 x 0 ie ee Oe eee MED Oe gr Ent “x 21/2 real 
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CalChess 


Scholastic Newsletter 


I am not sure how many of you 
check the Top 50 list by age group 
every two months, but Northern 
California does not have a lot of 
players represented. A few years 
back when Richard Shorman had 
his Blue Knights and most topped 
1600 by the time they were in 
sixth grade and many more par- 
ents took their children to adult 
as well as scholastic tourna- 
ments, Northern California play- 
ers were all over the charts. To- 
day, when California appears next 
to a name it is usually referring 
to the Southern California state. 
Yet, the few players on the Top 50 
are way up there. Alexander 
Setzepfandt, in fifth grade, just 
moved into second place in the 9 
to 10 year old category with a 1776. 
Drake Wang is fifth in the same 
age group with a 1746. Daichi 
Siegrist, at 1567, is in ninth and 
is also ten years old. Matthew Ho, 
at 1995, places third in the Top 11 
to 12 year-old group. In the “Top 
Age 15-16” category, International 
Master Vinay Bhat sits on top with 
a 2473. David Pruess, who I be- 
lieve turns 19 this month, is num- 
ber 3 in the 17 to 18 year old divi- 
sion at 2354. Seventeen year-old 
Stanford student, Jordy Mont- 
Reynaud, comes in at the 9 spot 
with a 2294. I am convinced that 
there are many more young play- 
ers in Northern California who 
could make the top 50 lists. A prob- 
lem is that they only attend scho- 
lastic tournaments and share 
their rating points with other fine 
young players. I believe it is time 
they entered the Open Tourna- 
ments as well. Then they could 
pound on the adults and win some 
realistic rating points. Go to http:/ 


by 
Alan Kirshner 


/CalChess.usaweb.nu to check 
out the open matches. 

While on the subject of scho- 
lastic tournaments, Ray Orwig 
held the first St. Mark’s Quads on 
October 7 in San Rafael. Ray was 
kind enough to send me the re- 
sults. I beg other directors to fol- 
low his example. 

From Ray: 

Here are the results of our first quad 

of the season. We had a total 

of 32 players. 

1 Edward Chien (1133) 3-0 

2 Bennett Blazei (814) 3-0 

3 Arina Semionenkova (809) 2.5-.5 
Lucien Kahn (777) 

4 Stephen Bauman (735) 2-1 
Sam Birer (734) 

5 Anna Semionenkova (699) 3-0 


6 Brian Shuel (610) 2-] 
Alexander Spott (605) 
7 Mikund Chillakanti (594) 2-] 


Stephen Cunningham-Bryant (602) 
Stefan Portale (598) 
8 Michael Galindo (Unrated) 3-0 
Chessical--———_——>———— nay 


I received, along with other 
coaches, from Doug Shaker the fol- 
lowing information on the 2001 
CalChess State Scholastics: 
Chesscoaches: 

Riley Hughes and I (Doug Shaker) 
are busy trying to organize the 
CalChess Scholastics for 2001. We 
should have more information to you 
soon, but we do know the dates - 
March 3rd and 4th - and the place - 
Santa Clara ConventionCenter. 

We will also be running more 
sections this year than last 
year. We hope this will keep us 


from having huge sections that are 


difficult to keep on time and which 
have no clear first. This also means 
that we will we giving out more large 


trophies for both places and 
teams. We hope your players and 
parents will enjoy this. As of now, 
the sections will be: 
Kindergarten 

K-3 Unrated 

K-3 U 600 

K-3 Open 

K-6 Unrated 

K-6 U650 

K-6 U850 

K-6 Open 

K-8 U850 

K-8 Open 

K-12 U1000 

K-12 Open 
More later, as the story develops... 


I am sure I am forgetting some- 
thing I intended to write—but, that 
is all I can think of now. So until 
next month—keep playing chess 
and I hope to see many of you at 
the CalChess Quads in San 
Leandro on October 22. While you 
won't see me there, I hope many of 
you in the area will attend the Oc- 


tober 21, 2000 (Saturday) 
Porterville Chess for Kids, Info: 
Allan Fifield, E-Mail: 


allan.fifield@jostens.com and 
the November 11, 2000 (Saturday) 
Fresno Chess for Kids, Info: Allan 
Fifield, E-Mail: fifiela@aol.com 

I may stop by at Ray’s November 
4, 2000 (Saturday) St. Mark’s Quads, 
San Rafael, Info: Ray Orwig, 415-472- 
8000 extension 2040, E-Mail: 
rorwig@saintmarksschool.org. | 
almost made it on October 7 on my 
way back from a cross-country meet 
my youngest son Tov ran in at 
Ukiah, but caught in traffic. I was 
pleased that five of my Wisdom 
Chess Team children showed and 
two walked away with trophies. 
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Submitted by 
Alvin Setzepfandt 
Ten-year-old Alexander 
Setzepfandt (1658) defeated 2 Mas- 
ters in a row in Monterey, Califor- 
nia on August 27; 2000. Alex won 
a one-day 3 round swiss event (30/ 
60, g 30), defeating Masters Michael 
Bruns (2248) and Robert Sferra 
(2200) in rounds 1 and 2 respec- 
tively. This is the first time Alex has 
beaten a Master at standard time 
control. The event was directed by 
Ted Yudacufski (NTD) of the 
Monterey Chess Center. Annota- 
tions by Alexander Setzepfandt. 


Setzepfandt, Alex (1658) 
Bruns, M. (2245) 
l.e4 cS 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 
4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 g6 6.Bc4 Bg7 
7.0-O O-O 8.h3 Nc6 9.Be3 Nxe4 
10.Bxf7+ Kxf7 11.Nxe4 Ne5 
12.Ng5+ Kg8 








13.Nge6 Qa5 14.Nxf8 Bxf8 15.c3 
Nce4 16.Qe2 b5 17.Qf3 Rb8 18.Nc6 
Oe7 19. .Nxb8vG@xbs -20)b8: Bb7 
21.Qg4 Ned 22.Qe6+ Nf7 23.Bd4 
Bc8 24.Bxa7 Qb7 25.Qe3 Ned 
26.Bd4 Nc6 27. Rfel e5 28.Bb6 d5 
29.Bc5 Bg7 30.Rad1 Be6 31.h4 Qf7 
32.Qe2 Qb7 33.h5 e4 34.hxg6 hxg6 
35.Bd4 Ne5 36.f3 Qe7 37.Qxb5 Kh7 
38.fxe4 Qg5 39.Bxe5 Bxe5 40.exd5 
Bh3 41.Qe2 Bd6 42.b4 Qg3 43.Qf3 
1-0 


Setzepfandt, Alex (1658) 
Sferra, R. (2200) 
l.e4 Nc6 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 Nf6 
4.Nc3 Bg4 5.Be3 e6 6.Be2 Be7 
7.Qd2 d5 8.e5 Nd7 9.h3 Bh5 10.0- 
O-O Nb6 11.¢g4 Bg6 12.h4 Qd7 














Position after 12.h4 

(12, ..BnS 15.¢5'Od7 14.Bda3 
Bxd3 15.Qxd3 O-O-O)(12...f6 13.h5 
Bf7 14.g5 fxg5 (14...f5 15.g6 Bg8 
(15...hxg6 16.hxg6 Rxhl 17.gxf7+ 
Kxf7 18.Rxh1) 16.h6 hxg6 17.hxg7 
Rxhl 18.Rxhl1 Qd7 19.Bg5 O-O-O 
20.Bxe7 Qxe7 21. Qh6) 15.Nxg5) 

13.h5 Be4 14.Nxe4 dxe4 
15.Ng5 Qd5 16.b3 Bxg5 17.Bxg5 h6 
18.Be3 O-O-O 19. Kbl1 f5 20.exf6 
gxf6 21.Bxh6 Nxd4 22.Bg7 Nxe2 
23.Qxe2 Qed 24.Bxh8 Rxh8 25.c4 
{5 26.Qb2 Qxb2+ 27.Kxb2 Nd7 
28.g5 Ne5 29.g6 Rg8 30.Kce3 c5 31. 
Rd6 1-0 


Submitted by 
Eric Schiller NM IA 
Andrews,U - Setzepfandt,A [B76] 
Monterey, 2000 
[Schiller] 

1.e4 cS 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 
4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 g6 6.Be3 Bg7 
7.£3 0-0 8.Qd2 Nc6 9.0-0-0 Nxd4 
10.Bxd4 Be6 11.Nd5 Rc8 
12.Nxf6+ exf6 [A better plan is 
12...Bxf6 13.Bxf6 exf6 14.Qxd6 
Qas Black has plenty of compen- 
sation for the pawn.] 13.Kb1 d5! 
The classic Sicilian break is well 
timed here. 14.Bd3 Re8 15.Rhel 
dxe4 16.Bxe4 16...f5! 











Readers Showcase 


An excellent pawn sacrifice, and one 
which cannot safely be declined! 
17.Bxb7 [17.Bxg7 Qxd2 18.Rxd2 
Kxg7 19.Bxb7 loses to 19...Bd5!! 
20.Rxe8 Rxe8 White can’t capture 
the bishop because of the back 
rank threat.] 17...Rb8 18.Bc6 
[18.Bxg7 Qxd2 19.Rxd2 Kxg7 
20.Bc6 Bd7!! A variation on the 
theme of the last note. 21.Rxe8 
Rxe8 22.c4 Bxc6-+] 18...Bxd4 
19.c3 [19.b3 Qc7! 20.Bxe8 Bc3-+}] 
19...Qa5! 








The pressure at a2 forces White 
to give up more material. 20.Rxe6 
Rxe6 21.Qxd4 Rxc6-+ The rest 
need no comment. White played on 
until mate. 22.b4 Qc7 23.Kb2 Rc8 
24.Rd3 Qxh2 25.Rd2 Qc7 26.Rd3 
Qb6 27.Q@h4 Rc4 28.Qel QOf6 
29.Kb3 Qe6 30.Qxe6 fxe6 31.Rd7 
Rxc3+ 32.Ka4 R3c7 33.Rd6 Kf7 
34.b5 Ke7 35.Ra6 Rd8 36.Ka5 
Rd5 37.a4 g5 38.g4 fxg4 39.fxg4 
Rd6 40.Kb4 Rxa6 41.bxa6 e5 
42.Kb3 e4 43.Kb4 e3 44.Ka5 e2 
45.Kb5 e1Q 46.a5 Qbl1+ 47.Ka4 
Rc4+ 48.Ka3 Rc3+ 49.Ka4 Qb3# 
0-1 


Schiller,E - Wong,R [E73] 
Kurt Bendit Rating Tournament 
San Francisco (2), 21.08.2000 

1.d4 I was in no mood to re- 
peat 1.e4 d5 2.d4 from our last 
game. I won, but in spite of, not 
because of, the opening. 1...Nf6 
2.c4 d6 3.Nc3 g6 4.e4 Bg7 5.Be2 
0-0 6.Bg5 h6 7.Be3 c6 8.Qd2 
[8.Bf3 Na6 9.h4 h5 10.Nh3 ed 
11.dxe5 dxe5 12.Qb3 Qe7 13.0-0- 
O Re8 14.Ng5 Ned 15.Qa3 brought 
Black equality in Schiller-Saffern, 
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Marshall Chess Club 1977.] 
8,.Kh7 9.h3 e5!? A new move. 
(9...a6 was seen in one of the early 
ames in the Averbakh variation. 
10.Nf3 d5 11.Bd3 dxe4 12.Nxe4 
Nxe4 13.Bxe4 Be6 14.h4 Bf5 
15.Bxf> gxf5 was a bit better for 
White in Averbakh vs. Ragozin, So- 
viet Championship #23, 1956.] 
10.dxe5 dxe5 11.Qxd8 Rxd8 
12.Nf3 I don’t think that Black can 
lay claim to equality here. 12...Ne8 
13.0-0 Na6 14.Rfd1l Rxdl1+ 
15.Rxd1 Be6 16.a3 f6! Black cre- 
ates breathing room for the bishop 
and secures e5, so that the other 
bishop can operate from f8. 17.b4 
Bf8 18.Nh2 Nac7 Black has man- 
aged to cover most of the key 
squares, and it is hard for White to 
make progress. 19.f4 a5 20.b5!? 


atest e 2 
“Atma . 
Ly a” aie . 
a 
aoa 


SS 


ata 
aim 


a m: ia 











An aggressive pawn sacrifice, 
which counts on positional pressure 
as compensation. 20...exf4 
21.Bxf4 Bxa3 22.Ng4 Bb4! 23.Na4 
exb5 24.cxb5 Bxg4 25.Bxg4 Nxb5 







arm “3 "ue 
hema - - 
Ne emia om 


a moe i LF 
"oe @s0 
a mee 7 


Now it is a two-pawn invest- 
ment, so it is time to get one back. 
26.Rd7+ Ng7 27.e5! The pawn at 
b7 can wait, I need more open lines 
for the bishops. 27...f5 28.Bf3 Re8 
29.Rxb7 Nd4 30.Bd1!? [30.Be3 
looks good but has a flaw. 
30...Nxf3+ 31.gxf3 Rxe5! 32.Rxg7+! 
Kxg7 33.Bd4 Kf6 34.f4 Bd6 
35.fxe5+ Bxe5 36.Bxe5+ Kxed 
White cannot win, and will struggle 
to draw.] 30...Re7 31.Rxe7 Bxe7 
Well, the middlegame is over and 
Black is just a pawn down in the 
endgame. Time to turn on the de- 
fensive endgame technique! 32.Nce3 











Nc6 33.Nd5 Bc5+ 34.Kfl g5 A dif- 
ficult position. I can’t retreat the 
bishop while the enemy knight eyes 
e5. 35.Ba4! Nb4 36.Nf6+ Kg6 
37.Nd7 Bd4 38.Bd2 Kf7 [38...f4!? 
would have created more problems 
for White.] 39.Bb3+ Ne6 40.h4 Ke7 
41.Nf6! The weakness at h6 comes 
to haunt Black.A fork is coming at 
98. 41...Nc5 42.Bc4 Bxe5 43.Ng8+ 
Kf8 44.Nxh6 Ne4 45.Bxg5 f4 
[45...Nxg5 46.hxg5 White will ex- 
change off Black’s f-pawn and then 
sac a piece for the other pawn. 
46...f4 47.Kf2 Kg7 48.Ng4 Bc7 
49.Nh2 Kg6 50.Nf1 Kxg5 51.g3 etc.] 
46.Bb5 Nxg5 47.hxg5 Nd5 48.Kf2 
Nc3 49.Bc4 Ne4+ [49...a4 50.Nf5 
a3 51.96 a2 52.Bxa2 Nxa2 53.g3=] 
50.Ke2 Nxg5 51.Kd3 Ke7 52.Ng4 
Bg7 53.Nf2 Be5 54.Bb3 Bc7 
55.Kce4 The idea now is to sac for 
the f-pawn when the a-pawn can be 
grabbed. 55...Kf6 56.Bc2 Bd6?! 
This brings the game to a swift con- 
clusion. Black couldn't win in any 
case. 57.Ne4+ Draw agreed. 2-2 


Schiller,E - Chethan,K [DOO] 
Kurt Bendit Rating Tournament 
San Francisco, 30.08.2000 
[Schiller] 

1.44 Nf6 2.Nf3 g6 3.Nc3 d5 
4.Bf4 Nh5!? 5.Bg3 Nxg3 6.hxg3 
Bg7 7.e3 c6 8.Bd3 Nd7 9.e4!? 
dxe4 10.Nxe4 Qb6 11.c3 Qxb2 
12.Nfd2 Nb6 13.Rb1 [13.a4!? [5!? 
(13...Be6 14.a5 Nd7 15.Nc4! Bxc4 
16.Bxc4+) 14.Rb1 Qa2 15.Nc5 e5!?] 
13...Qxa2 14.Nb3 Be6 15.Bc2 
Bxb3 [15...Nc4 16.Ral Qb2 17.Rb1 
Qa2=] 16.Bxb3 Qa5 17.Ral Qf5 
18.Qe2 0-0 19.f4!? [19.g4 Qf4 
20.g3 Qc7+] 19...Nd7 20.g4!? Qxf4 
21.g3 Qc7 22.g5 I can’t recall see- 
ing a progression g4-g3-g5 before! 


22...Rfe8 
Fe ee 


AY Nes Z, et 
ze aie 
me A eet 

















“_ Oi a 
miata 
ao "oe 





Here White castled illegally, 
and no one noticed! Because 
ChessBase won’t record games with 
illegal moves, this game had to be 


continued in a second computer 
file.[22...Rfe8 23.Kd2 Probably the 
best legal move. 23...e6? , the con- 
tinuation chosen in the game after 
23.0-0-0, would now lose! (23...Nf8! 
would have given Black a major 
advantage. We'll never know which 
line Black would have chosen, but 
in either case a decisive advantage 
was possible!) 24.Qh2 Nf8 25.Nf6+ 
fails to 25...Bxf6 26.gxf6 Qd8& 
27.Qh4 c5 28.Rhfl cxd4 29.Qh6 
dxc3+ 30.Kxc3 Rc8+ 31.Kb2 Qd4+ 
32.Ka2 Rc2+ 33.Bxc2 Qc4+ 34.Kb2 
Qb4+ 35.Kel] 

We resume the game after 
White has castled, illegally. Since 
neither player, nor the arbiter, no- 
ticed, the game just continued. At 
the outset, let me say that had 
Black noticed, there would have 
been winning chances, but also los- 
ing chances, as pointed out in the 
last note of the first part of the 
game. And for those who wonder 
why the game has to be split into 
two computer files, it is because 
ChessBase doesn’t allow illegal 
moves, even though they are cer- 
tainly known to have taken place. 
I was arbiter at a tournament where 
Viktor Korchnoi, who has had this 
problem before, was in a position 
where he wasn’t sure if he could 
castle. His scoresheet was illegible, 
and because his opponent, Josh 
Waitzkin,. was in time pressure I 
could not allow Korchnoi access to 
Josh’s scoresheet. Viktor spent a lot 
of time trying to figure out whether 
castling was legal. I on the other 
hand, just didn’t realize that my 
rook had already moved, castled, 
and if my opponent or arbiter had 
pointed it out, I would have had to 
play some other move. Probably 
would have been wiser for Viktor to 
simply castle and save time, even if 
he had to redo the move later. 

23...e6 24.Rdfl c5 25.Ba4 
Red8 26.Bxd7 Rxd7 27.Qh2 Qa5! 
This move would not have been 
available had I played 23.Kd2 in- 
stead of castling illegally. 28.Qxh7+ 
Kf8 29.Qxg6 Qal+ 30.Kc2 Qa2+ 
Time control reached, after a bit of 
a scramble. 31.Kel I expected a 
repetition here, but instead we get 
a more interesting continuation, 


Continued on page 26 
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In the past year or two, 
CalChess has made good use of an 
email list server that we set up us- 
ing the email addresses of our mem- 
bers. 

The list server allows organiz- 
ers to send out one email and have 
it reach several hundred members. 
The list has also been used, peri- 
odically, as a means to discuss 
items of interest to some CalChess 
members. 

The list had been maintained on 
a list server operated by my Internet 
service provider (ISP). However, in 
mid-September, the machine on 
which the list server software ran 
died, taking its disk drive with it. 
The ISP had not been maintaining 
a current backup of the machine, 
so when the disk went, our mailing 
list went with it. The ISP brought 
the machine back to a functioning 
state, but they also told me that 
they had been purchased by an- 
other ISP and, as soon as the 
merger was complete, the list server 
would be going away. 

Well, the combination of unre- 


Visalia Fall Picnic 


October 7, 2000 
Blaine Park, Visalia 





LalChess Gets a New 


Email 


by Doug Shaker 


liable service and future obsoles- 
cence proved itself to be quite mo- 
tivating. I found another supplier. 
I figured, as long as I have to enter 
all those addresses all over again, 
why not do it with a supplier that 
says they will be around. 

The new lists are maintained on 
a server operated by a company 
called “eGroups.” We maintain two 
lists, one for CalChess members 
and one for Northern California 
tournament directors, coaches and 
organizers. 

I believe I have added everyone 
to the members list that needs 
to be added. However, people can 
change their email addresses fre- 
quently and I don’t know that the 
CalChess records are always up to 
date. If you want to join the 
CalChess members list, send an 
email message to calchess-mem- 
bers-subscribe@egroups.com 

To send a message to the 
CalChess members list, send an 
email to: 
calchess-members@egroups.com 

If you are a member of the list 





Class Place Name City score 
Quad | a Maric Milenko Bakersfield 3.0 
Quad II Benjamin Miramontes' Bakersfield 2.0 
Quad III Ee Michael Marshall Visalia 3.0 
U1200 Swiss 1° Andrew Todd Bakersfield 4.0 
2™ Michael Edes Porterville uo 


List Server 


and would like to leave the list, 
send an email to the address: 
calchess-members 
unsubscribe@egroups.com 

The members list currently has 
over 200 hundred members. 

Similarly, if you want to join the 
list for TDs, coaches and organiz- 
ers, send an email to: 
calchess-TDs- 
subscribe@egroups.com 

To send a message to the TD 
list, send your email to: 

calchess-TDs@egroups.com 

If you are on the TD list and 
want off, send an email to: 
calchess-TDs 
unsubscribe@egroups.com 

The TD list currently has a few 
dozen members. 

If you have any questions or 
problems with the lists, please send 
a message to me, Doug Shaker, at 
any of the following 
addresses: 
calchess-members- 


owner@egroups.com 
calchess-TDs-owner@egroups.com 





In deep thought at Blain Park 
are John Rupp (L) versus Mike 
Marshall. Immediately behind, 
Jason Jones (L) faces Bonnie 
Yost 


A perfect fall day in Blaine Park was enjoyed by by 42 players. As a glance at the results will show, it was 
a particularly fine day for our southern friends from Bakersfield. TD’s were Allan Fifield and Bonnie Yost. 
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LERA Thanksgiving 
Chess Championship! 


Date: Saturday and Sunday, Nov 25 & 26, 2000. 


Prizes: $$2500 based on 100 entries. Limited to 1st 100 entries. 


Championship: 2000+ only. $350-200-125, U2200 $250-150-100 
Reserve: 1600-1999 only. = $225-150-100, U1800 $200-125-75 
Booster: U1600 $150-100-50 U1400 $100-50 


Registration: 8:00-9:00 Saturday 
Rounds: 10:00-3:30, 10:00-3:30 
Time Control: 4 round SS, 30/90, SD/60 


Entry Fees: $50 Championship, $45 Reserve, $40 Booster 
All $5 more at site. $10 CalChess discount. 


Location: LMERA Auditorium, Building 163, located at the north end of 'J' Street at 
lst Avenue. Directions: From 101, go north on Mathilda to 3rd Ave.(Java St.). Go left 
on 3rd Ave to J St (about 3 lights). Turn right on J St., which then dead-ends at Ist Ave in 
two blocks. Either park in paved lot on the right at the corner, or go across Ist Ave to 
park in the undefined dirt area (but without blocking further access to the RV storage 











area beyond). 

Entry Form 
Name: Email: Phone: 
Address: City: Zip: 
USCF # : Rating; Exp: 





C] Championship (2000+) L] Reserve (1600-1999) [_] Booster (Under 1600) 
Entry Fee* The Championship division is $50, the Reserve is $45, and Booster is $40. 


$10 CalChess discount. CalChess Membership: One Year $15 Scholastic $13 Two 
Years $28 Three Years $41 Family $17. Includes quarterly magazine, and discount to 
most Northern California chess tournaments. *Entry is $5 more at site. 


Enclose a check for the correct amount payable to Know Chess!, and mail 
to 4019 Rector Common, Fremont, CA 94538. For further information, call 
(510) 623-1889, or email KnowChess@aoLcom. 


Fg a 


California Chess Journal Spring 2000 


[7 























California Lightining| 


On June 18, a new chapter 
in California chess history was 
begun when 10 players gath- 
ered from all over the world to 
compete in the first-ever Cali- 
fornia G/1 minute Champion- 
ships, sponsored by the World 
Organization of Lightning- 
Chess (a.k.a.WOLC: website 
can be found at http:// 
lightningchess.webjump.com). 
From Norway, Siberia, 
Canada... and of course Califor- 
nia. Ranging in experience 
from a 6-time U.S. Champion 
(GM Walter Browne) to two young 
(10-year-olds) all came ready to 
enjoy 5 rounds of the most excit- 
ing chess imaginable: lightning- 
chess! 

In WOLC events, players play 
their opponents 3 games each 
round, alternating colors each 
game. All games are WOLC-rated;: 
and, are video-taped for use if con- 
troversy arises (and to record the 
moves of the battles). With the 
Swiss pairings format, the score 
of each round may become criti- 
cal to obtaining the overall-high- 
est score by the end of the final 
round. In case of tie for lst, a se- 
ries of 2-game matches (still, at 
G/iminute control) are played 
until 1 player emerges with at 
least 1.5-.5. 

Of course, with Swiss pairing, 
the first round went pretty much 
expected, with the top half all en- 
joying shut-outs of the lower 
group. But already by the 2nd 
round the action became sizzling 
when on Board One, 6-time U.S. 
Champion, GM Walter Browne 
found himself matched against 
Ron Cusi, who emerged from 
“semi-retirement” to compete in 
the event; and, on Board 2, a 
rematch from the play-off of the 
1999 U.S. G/1lminute Champion- 


By 
Steve Cohen 





Vladimir Mezentsev (L) on the move 
against GM Walter Browne with the om- 
nipotent video camera in the background. 
Photo by Steve Cohen 


ships between Vladimir 
Mezentsev (the US G/Imin. 
Champ of ’99 and California Open 
Champion of 2000) and Pierre 
Vachon. One of the most exciting 
games of the round was the game- 
2 battle between Browne and Cusi: 

R. Cusi v. W. Browne (2000 
Cal. Gi liin. Ch... Road Gm Zi: 
1.c4 e5 (reverse Sicilian form of 
English), 2.Nc3 Nc6, 3.g3 g6, 
4.Bg2 Bg7, 5.e4 gNe7, 6.gNe2 O- 
O 7.0-0 d6, 8.d3 f5, 9.h3 h6, 10.f4 
Nd4, 11.Nd4: ed, 12.Ne2 fe, 13.de 
c5, 14.Rb1 Be6, 15.b3 


Bt 


AAAS ~“ 

WH 
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‘ [R ) Ww 
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With just under a 4-second 
lead (51.0-47.2), Browne with 
Black has built a solid position. 
Though, if White can get his Ne2 
to the excellent blockading square 
at d3 (say by moving the Bishop 
off cl, and via that square), each 
side has chances. There followed: 
15...Rb8, 16.Qd3 a6, 17.Bd2 b5 


(Browne starts to chip away at 
White’s Queen-side pawns), 
18.fRcl (White swings the 
Rook over to be ready to meet 
the charge) 18...bc, 19.bce Qd7, 
20.g4 (calmly, White presses 
with his own King-side attack, 
without ignoring defensive 
needs on the Queen-side) 
20...Qa4 (each side pressing 
with the attack), 21.Rb8: Rb8: 
(Browne enjoys a 7-second lead 
on the clock and an advantage 
in position owing to control of 
the only open file and more ac- 
tive choices for his forces), 22.f5 
(White feels forced to press) 













8 oe wk 
7 “ a. 

6 oe Amt XD 
Wa: $02 

2 he | Z 5H, 0 

: Yi 7X ms = 








a. 2 Ca 2 Fe Rh 


22...Bf7 (perhaps strongest was 
22...Qa2:, threatening “mating 
the Queen” after 23.fe with 
23...Rb3), 23.Nf4 g5, 24.Ne6 Be6:, 
25.fe Qa2:, 26.Rfl (Black has a 
significant lead on the board, 
while his lead on the clock has 
been cut to 4 seconds) 26...Rb2 
(26...Ng6, heading for the nice 
blockading support point at e5 was 
probably strongest), 27.Rf2 a5 (so, 
Black plans to make the most of 
the outside passed pawn), 28.Bel 
Rf2:, 29.Bf2: a4, 30.e5 Bed:, 
31.Bd5 a3 (pressing on with the 
pawn, though times are virtually 
equal), 32.Qf3 Bf4, 33.h4 Qbl+ 
(Black’s positional lead is now tre- 
mendous, but he is down on time 
by 5 seconds), 34.Kg2 a2, 35.hg 
al/Q (35...Qcl, first, would have 
been more prudent; now, only a 
second separates the players), 
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36.Qf4: Qhl+, 37.Kg3 Qc3+, 
38.Bf3 cQf3:+? (...Qh4+!, 39.Kh4: 
Ng6+, and 40...Nf4: is the easiest 
way to victory, but hard to see with 
such little time remaining), 
39.Qf3: Qf3:+, 40.Kf3: hg (with 
Black’s previous advantage 
mostly disappeared, it will be 
pretty much impossible for 
Browne to make up the 6 seconds 
he is now down on the clock 
(:13.4-:07.9]), 41.Bg3 Kg7? (Nc8 
saves the pawn), 42.Bd6: Kf6, 
43.Bc5: Ke6:, 46.Be7: Ke7: (and 
the pawn-game is lost for Black), 
47.Ke4 Kd6, 48.Kd4: Kc6, 49.c5 
Ke7, 50.Ke5 Kc6, 51.Kf5 Kc5:, 
52.Kg5: Kd6, 53.Kf5 (K{6 is bet- 
ter) Ke7, 54.Kg6 Kf8, 55.Kh7 Kf7, 
56.g5 Ke6, 57.g6 Ke5, 58.g7 Kf4, 
59.g8/Q and with about 2.2 sec- 
onds left for White, Black’s flag 
mercifully fell, here. 

Cusi ended up going 2.5-.5 
against Browne, while Vachon en- 
joyed some revenge against 
Mezentsev (2-1); but, lurking on 
the lower boards, yours truly had 
won all 6 so far played to find my- 
self leading the group as Round 3 
began (a short-lived lead). After a 
pairings shake-up related to 
Vachon and Mezentsev just hav- 
ing been paired together, I met 
Vachon on Board 1 while Cusi was 
matched against U.S. G/1min. 
Champ, Mezentsev. While 
Vachon had little problem win- 
ning all of our matches, Cusi was 
pretty much dominating 
Mezentsev as well. But, a costly 
slip by Cusi in their 2nd game tied 
their individual match 1-1. 

The exciting game 3, then, 
would be decisive! 

R. Cusi v. V. Mezentsev (2000 
fal. G/lmin. Ch., Rd.3 Gm.3): 
1.Nf3 c5, 2.c4 g6, 3.Nc3 Bg7, 4.g3 
Nf6, 5.Bg2 O-O, 6.d4 cd, 7.Nd4: 
Qc7, 8.b3 Nc6 (“Mez” is the first 
to vary from their first-game en- 
counter, where he unsuccessfully 
tried 8...a6), 9.Bb2 Nd4:?! (...d6 is 
stronger than forcing White to 
dominate the long diagonal head- 
ing towards Black’s King), 10.Qd4: 
d6, 11.0-O (more cautious than 
an immediate 11.Nd5!) 11...Be6 
(keeping White’s Knight off of d5), 
12.Qd2 aRb8?! (allows White a 
pawn 
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after 13.Nb5 and the Pa7 will fall; 
better was ...fRc8), 13.aRcl a6 
(stronger for Black, to keep the Nc3 
from moving to b5 was ...Qa5, 
threatening then Pa2), 14.Nd5 
Bd5:, 15.cd Qd7, 16.Rc2 (White 
prepares to double Rooks on the 
c-file) 16...fRc8 (and Black is 
ready to dullen their threat), 
17.Rl1cl Rce2:, 18.Qc2: (now 
White has control over the c-file; 
but, will that be enough?) 18...Qb5 
(perhaps a bit better would have 
been ...Rd8, preparing ...e6, and 
settling matters in the center), 
19.e4 Qa5, 20.a3 Nd7?! (without 
any support points will the Knight 
be as strong as White’s Bishop’), 
21.b4?! (21.Bg7: followed by 
22.Qc7 was best) 21...Qd8 (not giv- 


ing a second chance), 22.Bg7: 
Kg7:, 23.Qc3+ Kg8 (...Nf6 may be 
a better alternative), 24.Qc7 


Ne5?! (...Nf6 may have offered 
Black the best chances, though 
White’s advantage is not small) 
25.f4 Nd7, 26.Bh3: 
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(25.Qd8 followed by 26.Rc7 and if 
need be 27.Ra7 would net White at 
least a pawn; but, perhaps White 
does not want to relieve the pres- 
sure and instead wants to increase 
it!) 26...Nb6, 27.Qd8: Rd8:, 28.Rc7! 
(after this invasion, Black’s game 
is not to be saved) 28...Kf8, 
29.Rb7: Nc4, 30.a4 Ra8, 31.Bfl 
Ne3, 32.Kf2 (32.Be2, first, is bet- 
ter) Ng4+, 33.Kg2 Rc8 (Black 
threatens his own invasion of the 
7th!), 34.Be2 (all the way to a6 is 
where the Bishop should have gone 


now) Rce2, 35.Kf3 Nh2:+, 36.Ke3 
Rb2 (36...Rc3+ deserved consider- 
ation), 37.b5 ab, 38.Bb5:! (White 
keeps his passed pawn as most re- 
mote) 38...Ng4, 39.Kd4 h5, 40.a5 
Rb4+, 41.Kc3 Rb1, 42.a6 Ral (get- 
ting the Rook behind the pawn, but 
it is too late to stop it), 43.a7 Kg7, 
44.Bc6 (to control the “promoting 
square”) 44...Nf2, 45.Re7: Nd1+, 
46.Kd2 Nb2, 47.a8/Q Nc4+, 
48.Kc3 Ra8:, 49.Ba8: Ne3, 50.Kd3 
Nfl, 51.Ke2 Ng3:+, 52.Kf3 h4, 
53.e5 de, 54.fe Nf5, 55.Ra7 Nd4+, 
56.Ke4 Nf5, and before he could hit 
the clock, Black’s flag fell. 

In the penultimate round, Cusi 
was matched against the strong 
contender, Pierre Vachon. Though 
starting off a half-point off the lead, 
Cusi won all 3 games to emerge a 
full point over Walter Browne (who 
shut out yours truly), while 
Mezentsev was a full 2.5 back, not- 
withstanding his shutout of Jon 
Hammer, of Norway, who would go 
on to win the top “Junior” prize. 

In the final round, Cusi was 
paired against the well-worn and 
very tired TD. Thus, as Ron Cusi 
easily won all of his games, and fin- 
ished with 13.5/15 (and earned 
$175, the title of 2000 California 
G/lminute Champion, and a nice 
trophy), the “real” fight would be for 
2nd. Once again, the 2nd spot was 
earned by Pierre Vachon, who 
swept his final-round match. GM 
Walter Browne finished in 3rd, de- 
spite dropping 2 of the 3 against 
Vladimir Mezentsev, who came in 
a half-point behind Browne, in 4th. 

It is not known at this time if 
the California State Champion- 
ships will be an annual or biannual 
event [sponsorship will be a key 
factor for more regularity]. Still, 
the U.S. G/lminute Champion- 
ships are held annually, on the 
first Saturday of November. For 
more information about the WOLC, 
other official WOLC over-the-board 
and internet events, the new 
WOLCinterface for use. at 
ChessClub.Com, auto-internet 
EndGame lessons, how to become 
a WOLC member, or anything else 
pertaining to the WOLC or light- 
ning-chess, please contact the 
WOLC at (650) 349-7746, or e-mail 
to wolc@pacbell.net [or visit 
website at http:// 
lightningchess.webjump.com]. 
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Continued from page 15 


Computer Implementation 
and the Internet 

MR. DeFEIS: We're looking at 
how we can get computerized 
quickly and extensively and really 
serve our needs that have been 
long lacking. You'll see Attach- 
ment 9 which is a report prepared 
by Laura Martz which gives some 
idea as to what it is we're doing. 
We're basically using the 
Microsoft ACCESS program and 
exploring that, which we have, 
and it’s, you know, ready, off-the- 
shelf software — we already have 
access to it. Which could handle 
our national database. 

And obviously we still have to 
tie in things. We have to tie in 
ratings, eventally; we have to tie 
in to finance. But because it’s an 
off-the-shelf mainstream pro- 
gram, we think that that’s going 
to be very doable. Laura’s report 
does lay out in more detail what 
the plan is with some schedule 
targets, but I think we’re ap- 
proaching it in the right way. 


Chessathon 

MR. IPPOLITO: We have one 
item that we spoke about yester- 
day, Chessathon, and how this 
also touches a lot of people out 
there in a positive way, a lots of 
kids in a positive way. We've got- 
ten a lot of mileage out of it in the 
past, and we have a couple of 
people that would like to make a 
presentation today, if I can — 

MS. MARINELLO: | know that 
in the past, the issue with the 
Chessathon was, well, a lot of 
people thought that was a great 
idea. Many others thought that 
was not such a great idea. And 
those from the second group I can 
say that the reason was it was an 
issue of retention. A lot of people 
thought, Well, the kids that come, 
they play one day, but what is af- 
ter that? 

But in this case, we're view- 
ing these particular events as a 
way to lobby, to introduce, to bring 
people, to bring people from other 
places around Westchester, the 
Same way the program in Yonkers 
was used as a pilot to extend it to 





the point that now we've got the 
endorsement of 22 cities with all 
their resources. Now we can move 
on to the level of saying we've es- 
tablished something there, we 
can go on to a national level. 

And if we have a national level 
— and if we can see all the housing 
projects around the country, you 
know, introducing chess as part of 
one of their activities, then this is 
going to be a much bigger picture. 
So obviously, you know, we don’t 
know how, you’. know, how far 
they're going, the kids are going to 
go in terms of continuing playing 
the game, but we know that at least 
they will be exposed to the game. 
Perhaps one of them may change 
his or her life because of it. And you 
know, we're hoping that this will be 
a much bigger picture in the future. 
That is why we're doing it. 

MR. BARRY: Can | ask a ques- 
tion? The problem with the 
Chessathon, as I saw it, was that 
on the carrier the expenses were 
$39,000. 

MS. MARINELLO: But that was 
actually — the main issue was the 
finances, the logistical. This events 
used to lose, as you mention $30- 
40,000. Now, we basically reduced 
that loss. Last year we lost about 
$34. 

MR. BARRY: We lost $3,000. 

MS. MARINELLO: But more 
than anything, what we’re propos- 
ing here is like revising the guide- 
lines, and you can basically — I 
don’t know, we cannot charge these 
kids, you know, to come to play. But 
were getting — we will be able to 
get sponsors. We will be able to get 
financial support from other orga- 
nizations. So in terms of making it 
work financially, we can do it. And 
probably, if you want — if you want 
to take all the risk away from the 
USCF, we can do it, too. 

Or the way, how this was set 
up, and I know that may need a lot 
of provisions, in terms of the fund 
raising, the USCF office will work 
on raising funds at a national 
level. The local organization will 
do fund raising at a local level. A 
key is attracting sponsors who 
look forward to community chil- 
dren events and approaching 
chess people who are willing to 


sponsor, you know, children in 
chess. 


But the main idea is that we're 
willing to absorb all the risk, if it’s 
a financial risk. We have to be Clear, 
I guess we have to sign an agree- 
ment, so if you want to say you can 
use the name — 

MR. BARRY: We used to get 
money from the Chess Trust for the 
sets and the boards, but you also 
used to get money from other orga- 
nizations like — Chess In The 
Schools supported the one in New- 
ark. Very big. I mean they sent 
buses over with kids all over the 
place. So — but the expenses are 
very important. I’m just wondering 
how much you intend to do and how 
much you expect the USCF to do 
so. 

MS. MARINELLO: Basically, we 
thought that if you just — Garrett? 

MR. SCOTT: Essentially, you're 
asking for our title. 

MS. MARINELLO: For the title. 

MR. SCOTT: Title for U.S. 
Chessathon. 

MR. BARRY: That’s okay. . 

MR. SCOTT: So what she’s ask- 
ing, would it be appropriate to move 
that the executive director negoti- 
ate with the idea of entering into an 
agreement with — do you have an 
organization? 

MS. MARINELLO: We're in the 
process of forming this organiza- 
tion. 

MR. SCOTT: With the organi- 
zation headed by Ms. Marinello and 
Mr. Frias for the Chessathon in 
2001. 

PRESIDENT SMITH: Do you 
want to make such a motion? 

MR. SCOTT: That’s what I just 
did. I apologize. 

MS. DuBOIS: Remember a year 
ago we were talking about having a 
Chessathon in more than one loca- 
tion, either simultaneously or 
within a close timeframe? That 
wouldn’t prohibit us from having 
a few others. 

MS. MARINELLO: Of course 
not. The way I envisioned this, I 
think the best way to go is for the 
USCF to give this event to different 
organizations so they can use it for 
chess, you know, for chess promo- 
tion and we can actually work out 
an agreement in terms of spon- 
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sorsuip and everything, or even, 
you can set up a flat fee and — 
you know, so people can play. 

MR. DeFEIS: Do you have a 
budget together already, Beatriz, on 
it’? 

MS. MARINELLO: No. In fact, 
that is what I need to do, is my next 
step. But we can talk about it. | 
don’t think the financial aspect will 
be a problem at all. 

MR. SCOTT: If she’s got the 
City Hall, town hall assisting her, 
they have a lot of resources avail- 
able that will not cost them much 
that will help her budgetarily. 

MS. MARINELLO: We have 
contacts with very influential people 
in the area there. 

MR. FRIAS: | came in latebut I 
heard that there was talk about 
partnerships, okay? That’s the way 
we see — us in terms of our organi- 
zation and the USCF, so what we 
would require from the USCF obvi- 
ously is going to be the will and the 
goodwill, too, so that all other orga- 
nizations in the area and us and the 
USCF may work together to make 
it into a great event. That kind of 
thing. It’s like — of course, we're 
not competing with anybody. And I 
think that’s very important, right? 
And so this is going to be an open 
thing where everybody can have a 
place. I think that’s very important. 
And, of course, we’re going to work 
to have people as true volunteers 
there, you know, and really, I mean, 
you know, we see Beatriz, myself, 
Victor, you know, we're loyal USCF 
members, okay? So whatever we do 
is for the greater glory of the USCF. 
And I think this is important — no, 
I really do. 

MR. SCHLICH: One of the 
things that impresses me about this 
program is the fact that it’s a long 
lead time. Something I’ve seen be- 
fore I was on staff and after I came 
on staff is we didn’t have the time 
to properly organize and publicize 
the events we've done. We've been 
talking about the need for raising 
funds, and to raise funds, you have 
to give the companies youre go- 
ing to the opportunity to get their 
name before the public and be as- 
sociated with chess, which is — | 
think everybody feels is benefi- 
cial. Programs such as what they 


have just suggested are a very 
important step towards getting our 
name before the public so that we 
can then go to corporations and 
solicit sponsorships. So I hope 
that this will serve as a start in 
energizing the USCF towards 
gaining sponsorship through an 
increased absolutely necessary 
program. 

I’m not talking primarily about 
purchasing advertising. I think 
we've got enough appeal in the 
American and international scene 
that programs such as that will get 
us on CNN, NBC, ESPN, and a very 
important part of the person who is 
our sponsorship/donations person 
is getting that publicity. So I think 
that’s something the board should 
keep in mind. Thank you. 

PRESIDENT SMITH: Helen’? 

MS. WARREN: To what extent, 
Beatriz, will this necessitate the use 
of USCF staff? 

MS. MARINELLO: Well, in my 
case, I used to be an insider in many 
ways. So I know what it takes to 
basically motivate people in the of- 
fice to help us. I think they're a 
group of very committed people, 
willing to come and help, but most 
of the employees in the office, they 
don’t view it that way. It’s not that 
easy to bring them as volunteers. | 
don’t know if you agree or disagree 
with me. Especially in the 
Chessathons that I was coordinat- 
ing or had something to do with 
from the organizational point of 
view. I would say it will be on a vol- 
untary basis. 

MS. WARREN: Perhaps would 
require their attendance there, but 
would office time and facilities be 
used in the preparation stages’ 

MS. MARINELLO: Actually, 
that is the — we will be doing all 
the organizational part of it. I will 
take the responsibility of organiz- 
ing the events. So I think if we 
need the office, we'll be — toa 
very small extent. 

MR. FRIAS: Helen, I would 
imagine the USCF presence there 
is up to the USCF, okay? But it 
will not take office resources, if 
that’s what you were asking. 

MS. MARINELLO: No, no. 

PRESIDENT SMITH: Let's call 
the question. If you want to read 


the motion, John? 

DR. McCRARY: The motion is 
by Garrett Scott. The executive di- 
rector is authorized to enter into 
negotiations for the 2001 
Chessathon with Miss Beatriz 
Marinello and Mr. Victor Frias. 

PRESIDENT SMITH: Any dis- 
cussion? All in favor? 

DR. McCRARY: The motion’s 
passed, 8 - 0. 

MS. MARINELLO: Thank you. 


Alcohol and Tobacco 

Any rights that we grant to the 
sale of Chess Foundation cannot be 
transferred to a third party without 
our approval. I have to get back to 
them. I mentioned earlier about 
any prohibitions we have on the 
books about sponsorship, in par- 
ticular, tobacco and alcohol. if 
someone could find for me where it 
says that, I could give them the 
wording. There was not a concern, 
of course, for tobacco, but certainly 
they were thinking about getting a 
winery as a sponsor, and if we have 
a prohibition about that, I have to 
get back to them very quickly. 

DR. McCRARY: Just to inter- 
ject, my recollection is that only per- 
tains to Chess Life advertising, and 
it’s probably not a policy, it’s kind 
of a long-standing unwritten rule. 

MR. SCOTT: No, it’s written 
somewhere. 

MS. WARREN: Yes, it is. 

MR. DeFEIS: If it’s only Chess 
Life advertising — 

MS. WARREN: This goes all the 
way back to Fairfax, when the 
Fairfax organizers had the tobacco 
company support and it was then— 

MR. SCHULTZ: Yeah, | think 
tobacco was more in question than 
the alcohol. 

MS. BARRY: | remember they 
wanted a wine ad. 

DR. REDMAN: We'll check. 
Someone will check. 

DR. McCRARY: I’ve looked 
through here. There’s nothing that 
I find that pertains to it. There’s a 
general statement under the Chess 
Life section that says that the 
editor and publisher will be re- 
sponsible for ensuring that the 
overall advertising content in 
Chess Life are appropriate. They 
may refuse any advertisements. 
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There’s nothing else that I see 
about ads. 

MR. DeFEIS: No alcohol and to- 
bacco either? 

DR. McCRARY: | don’t see it in 
this motion. I thought it was un- 
written. 

MR. LIEBERMAN: It may be an 
old delegate motion. 

MS. WARREN: Sure, I remem- 
ber that. It’s an old delegate mo- 
tion that Wayne Barber made. 

DR. REDMAN: This is why we 
have the Sunset provision. 

DR. McCRARY: It wouldn’t per- 
tain to this. 

MS. WARREN: | don’t think it 
would pertain to this. I think it has 
to do with scholastic. 

MR. DeFEIS: That only pertains 
to the magazine anyway. 

DR. McCRARY: And she said 
something about scholastic. 

PRESIDENT SMITH: You can 
understand alcohol and tobacco not 
with scholastic. 

MR. PETERSEN: If I can ad- 
dress that, maybe six, seven years 
ago there was an organizer in this 
area that wanted to run an inter- 
national event sponsored by Coors 
beer and he asked specifically 
whether or not we could give him a 
cover, Coors beer on the banner in 
the background. And it was brought 
up before the delegates. And there 
was a motion made that we would 
not accept advertising, tobacco and 
alcohol. 


Advertising 

MR. DeFEIS: Advertising. We 
set some new advertising rates. The 
existing rates were in place since 
1994 or 1995, so advertising rates, 
we've restructured. And we're de- 
veloping a rate card for web adver- 
tising. We'll be looking at some 
other things as well, card decks, 
tournament program advertising, 
which we basically — I don’t want 
to say we solicit. We basically ac- 
cept it when it walks in the door. 
A lot of that is true about Chess 
Life. When I started, I asked, How 
do we go about getting advertis- 
ing? I was told, Well, if an adver- 
tisement walks in the door, we ac- 
cept it. So a much more aggres- 
sive efforts getting advertisers in 
our publications and on to the web 





is going to be vital to enhancing 
the revenues that you saw in 
yesterday’s budget. Exchange ads, 
these are 18 important too where 
we can get outside the chess world 
and they can get inside our world, 
other groups. This is hopefully 
mutually beneficial. Developing 
some relationships there. Adver- 
tising will become a key part of 
the marketing function. 


Membership 

MR. DeFEIS: In membership, 
we've conducted a membership sur- 
vey, reported on that yesterday. At- 
tachments 6 and 7 are regular re- 
ports that Judy Misner prepares. 
One shows our membership. Basi- 
cally we get a monthly report, so 
we're able to manage it. It’s a good 
tool to see month-by-month where 
things are happening. So Attach- 
ment Number 6 shows the May re- 
port, really activity through April 
30th. Also, there’s a fulfillment re- 
port. Just to give an idea to the 
board and to the others of what vol- 
ume of work we deal with each day. 
And that report is on Page 7. You'll 
see — you know, that’s week-by- 
week, each row is a different week, 
but you'll see thousands of pieces 
of mail we’re handling, week-by- 
week. Membership applications. 
Affiliate applications. Subscrip- 
tions. Obviously orders, sales or- 
ders. 800 calls. What we’re send- 
ing out in terms of shipping or 
equipment. And really, you'll see in 
the last column, it shows a lot of 
free material that we give out. 
People call, we want that outreach 
to go on. We spend a lot but fulfill a 
lot of requests for information about 
USCF. 


Scholastics 

MR. DeFEIS: In mid April Tom 
Brownscombe, who is in the last 
row here, was hired. We’re happy 
about that. As director of scholas- 
tic programs. I think as soon as he 
was there, he left for three trips to 
Charlotte, Tucson and then Dallas 
for three scholastic tournaments, 
which were very successful. 
One thing implemented very 
quickly by Tom and Joan DuBois 
is a press release that we went to 
one meeting and we heard, Gee, 


why can’t we have a press release 
right on-site? I said, I don’t know 
why. Have you asked me for it or 
somebody for it? They said, Well. 
yes, we have. In either case, you'll 
see Attachment 8, there’s a new 
template of a press release that we 
have available at the tournaments 
so that when the prizes are given 
and the kids go back to their 9 Jo- 
cal community, they can basically 
take this, fill in how they scored and 
there’s basic information on the 
tournament and that will get into, 
hopefully, into some of the local 
press. It will help them, and of 
course it helps USCF that these 
announcements are made. 
Elementary, we just came back 
from. I recognized Barbara DeMaro 
there who really jumped in at a time 
that was crucial because we were 
in between scholastic directors and 
obviously that was a key tourna- 
ment for a lot of reasons this year, 
and it went very successfully. @ 
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. The Jim Hurt Memorial 


V 

r 
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1 

Amateur Tournament 
: 

S September 22nd to 24th 2000 
1 

é The Prizes 

y Drake Wang and Dante Argishti. 
Ist & 2nd -S188. each 


Steven Krasnov 3rd prize - $75. 
Kevan Gross and Mariusz Krubnik- lst and 2nd Best “B “-S83.. each 
Sean Gallagher Best Unrated - $50. 
Jack Regan Best “C:” - $98. 
Alan Howe, E. Shaugnessy, Rodell Mapp, and Nat Crawford 2nd Best “C” $13. each 
John Chan Best “D”-$87. 
Ewelina Krubnik 2nd Best “D”- $53. 


(Vv SS — ~~ 


vues A Lv —— vy 


2 Name Rtng Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 Rd 4 Rd 5 Total 
] Wang Drake 1746 W19 W3 Ww9 D4 Ws 4.5 
2 ARGISHTI. Dante 1641 D7 W18 W16 Wil W4 4.5 
| 3 Krasnov Steven 1981 W15 Ll W30 W6 Ww9 4.0 
4 Maxion Angel 1840 W21 W22 W10 D1 La 3.5 
5 Gross Kevan 1725 LY Di? W119 W12 W13 3.5 
6 Krubnik Mariusz 1600 B— H— W7 LS W11 SD 
7 Gallagher Sean unr. D2 W29 L6 W24 W16 3.5 
8 Lai John 1893 B— LO W23 W10 Ll 3.0 
9 Feliciano Randall 1736 W5 W8s Ll W18 LS 30 
10 Seid Edward 1719 W35 B— L4 L8 W2o 3.0 
1] Oza Nikunc 1672 W23 W25 W26 L2 L6 3.0 
12 Regan Jack 1450 L33 B— W25 L5 W34 3.0 
13 Chan John 1386 H— W34 D24 W28 LD 3.0 
14 Karnezes Alex L7oe D31 B— W28 F— U— se 
15 Howe Allan 1587 L3 D20 D27 W22 H— 23 
16 Shaughnessy Elizabeth Lora H— W31 L2 W20 Li Ze 
Ty Crawford Nat 1493 L25 D5 W29 x— U— Zo 
18 Mapp Rodell 1473 W20 L2 W22 L9 Z— no 
19 Krubnik Ewelina 1269 LI H— L5 W35 W2o . 2,0 
20 Higgins Derrick unr. L18 Did W31 L16 W21L - 25 
21 Dorsam Glenn 1567 LA L23 W35 W29 L20 ZO 
22 Siegrist Daichi 1567 W24 L4 L18 L&D W3l 2.0 
23 Bukh Yefim unr. bid W21 L8 W25 L10 2.0 
24 Sesock Mike 1957 L22 H— D13 L7 H— ES 
25 Gross Ben 1874 W17 oe Ly iZS H— I. 
26 Karnazes Zachary Br ge #6 B— H— Ll] F— U— Es 
Zt Lewis Willaim 1374 H— L30 DES H— U— Lo 
28 Yu Ricky 1334 H— B— L14 BES L19 |e 
29 Kesavaraju Anand 1260 H— L/ L17 he W35 Rae 
30 Wood Jared 1246 H— W27 Lo F#— U— Lice 
31 Plata Tyrone 1139 D14 L16 L20 W34 L22 Lo 
32 Hicks Eric 1900 U— U— W34 U— U— 1.0 
33 Rudyak Felix 1892 W12 U— U— U— U— 1.0 
34 Ely Allyson 1130 H— LI3 L32 L31 L12 OLD 
35 Krubnik Emilia 694 L10 H— EZ L19 L29 0.5 


eS LEU EEE EEE SEES 


California Chess Journal Spring 2000 23 





























BEGINNERS CORNER 
THE “PAWN GAME” REVISITED 


by Steve Cohen 


For the past couple of years, I 
have been very encouraging that 
new students of any age practice as 
much as they can with “Pawn 
Game” (using only pawns, nothing 
else). After all, chess is a “pawn 
game!” Indeed, the pieces are only 
used to mess up the other person’s 
pawn structure; and, once that is 
done, all of other pieces are ex- 
changed away leaving just King and 
pawns on the board! 

Of course, not only is the “pawn 
game” easy to teach others (so you 
can practice it more), and it doesn’t 
take much time to play one game 
(so in a small amount of time you 
can play several games so you can 
practice it even more), but it leads 
to two immediate benefits (which is 
why you can’t play it too much). 
First of all, the player who has prac- 
ticed more “pawn game” will be bet- 
ter prepared for when the chess 
game reaches the final stages of the 
endgame, when usually only King 
and pawns remain. From many 
practices, the player will have 
learned of the common strategies 
and finesses which are so funda- 
mental to helping you be the one 
who first promotes a pawn into a 
new Queen. Simply put, endgames 
will be easier to conduct! Moreover, 
because a player who practices a 
lot of “pawn game” will understand 
better how to conduct endgames, 
that player will be better able to plan 
to head to a favorable endgame set- 
up. Thatis to say, by knowing what 
works “when you get there,” then 
you are better able to steer the game 
to a position you know works (and 
to stay away from those you know 
are fatal)! 

Sadly, perhaps due to ego, many 
students are reluctant to practice 
much “pawn game” out of desire 
spend the time playing “real chess.” 
But, often I have seen games at all 
levels affected quite significantly 
due to a player’s understanding (or 
lack thereof) of very simple “pawn 
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game” principles. Failure to con- 
sider some of the most basic “pawn 
game” strategies can spoil many 
hours of good, hard work. On the 
other hand, much experience with 
the “pawn game,” alone, can only 
help to compliment a fine battle and 
serve as a fine, final nail in the cof- 
fin and serve quite nicely to close 
out the game. 

As an example, let’s look at a 
recent game from two well-known 
GMs: Alexei Dreev from Russia 
(18th best player in the world, ac- 
cording to the latest FIDE ratings) 
and Annakov Babakuli (the 176th 
top player, a.k.a. the very popular 
“gahan” at ICC), from a recent G/ 
3minute match they played, which 
we'll join near the latter stages of 
the middle-game: 














Diag. 1 

Where, after Dreev’s 19...f6 (at- 
tacking White’s Ne5), Babakuli re- 
sponded with a tactical threat by 
20.Qg4 (threatening 21.Qe6:+ and 
22.Qd5:). From the diagram their 
game quickly headed to an ending 
after 20...Nf4:+ (avoiding problems 
with tactical weaknesses of the 
Nd5), 21.gf (22.ef is a better way) 
Qb7+ (a double attack on the long 
diagonal against White’s K, and also 
against the undefended Ra6, forc- 
ing White to play...), 22.Rc6 f5 (not 
immediately 23...Be5:?, hoping for 
24.eitherPxe5? Qc6: since White 
still has 24.Qe6:+! first; so Black 
closes this line by ...f5, which also 
attacks the enemy Queen), 23.Qf3 
Bes:, 24.fe Rce8 (providing “x-ray 
defense” to Black’s Pc4; and, seek- 
ing to exchange off all of the pieces 
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to reach the “pawn game”), 25.Rc5 
Qf3:, 26.Kf3: Rc4:, 27.dc. The game 
has reached the position shown in 
Diagram 2: 














Diag. 2 

From here, it is easy to see who 
will win; and that the win should 
not be difficult to achieve. For, 
White’s “pawn game” is already lost. 

To be sure, the material on the 
board is mathematically equal: 
each player has 4 pawns on the 
King-side; and, two on the Queen- 
side. But to any seasoned “pawn 
game” player, White has no chance 
to save the game: the Pc5 cannot 
be saved; and with 2P. v. 1P on the 
Queen-side, White’s King will be 
decoyed away from the King-side 
pawns, which will also fall. 

Thus, from the diagram, play 
not unexpectedly proceeded 
27...KE7, 28.Ke2. Ke7, 29.f4 Kage 
30.e4 g6 (Black doesn’t give White 
any chances), 31l.ef gf, 32.Ke3 Kc6, 
33.Kd4 c3, reaching the position of 
Diagram Three: 











Diag. 3 

As we can now see, Black’s plan 
has come together like water mol- 
ecules in a freezer! To keep Black's 
c-pawn from promoting, White's 
King will be forced to abandon not 


Continued on page 26 
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Arcata 

Tuesday, 4-6 pm 

Arcata Community Center 
391 Community Park Way 
James Bauman 





107-822-7619 


Berkeley 


friday, 7:15 p.m. 
Berkeley City Club 
2315 Durant 


A. Glasscoe 510-652-5324 


Burlingame 
Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 
Burlingame Lions Hall 


990 Burlingame Ave 


Scott Wilson 650-355-9402 
www.BurlingameChessClub.com 


Campbell 
Kolty Chess Club 
Thursdays 7-11:30 p.m. 


Campbell Comm Ctr 
Winchester /W.Campbell 


FP. Leffingwell 408-732-5188 
work 408-526-7090 
leffing@cisco.com 


Carmel 

Call for current information 
Randall Swanson 
408-626-6113 


Carmichael 
Monday 6-10 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Ctr. 
4701 Gibbons 


Chico 

Thursday 7-11 p.m. 

Mtn Mike’s Pizza 

1722 Mangrove Ave 

Barry Nelson 916-873-3107 


Davis 

Thursday 7 p.m. 

Hunt Hall UCD, Room 241 
Dave Johnson 916-756-2752 


Fremont 

Fridays 7:30-11:00 

Borders Books-Fremont Hub 
Shopping Center 

Hans 510-656-8505 
hspwood2@home.net 





El Dorada Hills 
sundays 5-8 pm 

Oak Ridge Library 

1120 Harvard Way 

El Dorado Hills CA 95762 
dreamrider@prodigy.net 


Humboldt County 
Call for current information 
Bob Phillips 707-839-4674 


Livermore 

Fridays 7-12 p.m. 

South Cafeteria 

Lawrence Livermore Lab 
Charles Pigg 510-447-5067 


Merced 

Merced Chess Club 
Friday 6:30 p.m. 
Merced Mall Food Court 


Modesto Chess Club 
Tuesday 7:00 p.m. 

Doctor’s Hospital Cafeteria 
1441 Florida Ave 

John Barnard 209-785-7895 


Monterey 

Open daily except Mon. 
430 Alvarado St. 
Yudacufski 408-646-8730 


Mt Shasta 

Wednesdays 7:00 p.m. 
George Washington Manor 
Mt. Shasta 

Dick Bolling 530-926-3608 


Oakhurst 
Saturday, 4:00 pm 
Cafe Baja 

40029 Highway 41 
559-642-6333 


Paradise 

Tuesday 7-10 p.m. 

Paradise Senior Center 
Barry Nelson 916-873-3107 


Porterville 

Wednesday 7 p.m. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Corner of Henderson 

& Indiana 

Hans Borm 559-784-3820 


Club Directory 


Places to play chess in Northern California and Northern Nevada 


Reno, NV 

Sun-Thurs 6:30 p.m. 

2850 Wrondel Way, Suite D 
Club: 775-827-3867 

Jerry Weikel 702-747-1405 


Richmond 
Fridays 6 p.m. 
Richmond Library 
26th & MacDonald 


Ross Valley 
(Marin County) 
For current info, write: 
P.O. Box 69 

Ross CA 94957 


Sacramento 

Wednesday 6-10 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Ctr 
915-27th St. 

Stewart Katz 916-444-3133 


Salinas | 
Any weekend afternoon 
Carl’s Jr. 

1061 N Davis Rd 

Abe Mina 
831-758-4429 


San Anselmo 
Tuesday 7 p.m. 

Round Table Pizza, 

Red Hill Shpping Ctr 

Sir Francis Drake Blvd 
Jim Mickle 415-457-2719 


San Francisco 
Mechancis’ Institute 
Open daily 

57 Post St, 4th Floor 
John Donaldson 
415-421-2258 


San Jose 

Tue & Fri, Noon-4 p.m. 
Willows Senior Center 

2175 Lincoln Avenue 

Jerry Marshall 408-267-1574 


Santa Clara 

2d Sat. Each month 
2:15-6:15 p.m. 

Mary Gomez Park 

F. Sierra 408-241-1447 
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Santa Rosa 

Tuesdays 6-10:45 p.m. 
Sonoma Coffe Company 

521 4th Street 

Keith Halonen 707-578-6125 


Santa Rosa 

lst & Last Saturdays of month 
Adult & Youth Chess Club 

of Sonoma County 

Rincon Valley Library 
Conference Room 

6959 Montecito Blvd, 

Santa Rosa 

Mike Haun 707-537-0162 


Stanford 

Monday 7:30-10:30 p.m. 
Student Union, Rm 550-550d 
Andrian Keatinge-Clay 
415-497-0598 


Stockton Chess Club 
Fridays 7-11 pm 

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church 
4910 Claremont Ave. 


Sunnyvale 

LERA 

Tuesday, 8 p.m. 

Lockheed Rec Ctr, Bldg #160 
Ken Stone 408-629-5530 


Vallejo 

Thursday 6:15-9:45 pm 
Milennium Sports Club 

1214 Lincoln Road 

(exit Magazine St from Hwy 80) 
Duane Catania 707-745-8900 


Visalia Chess Club 
Tuesday 7 p.m. 

Borders Books 

Mooney & Caldwell 

Allan Fifield 559-734-2784 


Woodland Chess Group 
Sundays, 3:30-9:00 p.m. 
Senior Citizens Center 

630 Lincoln Avenue 

Don Copeland530-666-0868 


Yuba-Sutter 

Mon & Wed 7-11 p.m. 

Carls Jr 

Bridge St & Hwy 99, Yuba City 
Tom Giertych 916-671-1715 
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Join 
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City 


Check One: New J 


cE: 


CalChess 


The Northern California Chess Association 


Support Your USCF State Affiliate and receive these Benefits: 
Tournament Discounts e California Chess Journal e Youth Chess 
= One Year $15 e Two Years $28 e Three Years $41 = 


Scholastic One Year $13 e Family $17 
a material to California Chess Journal. 
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C.C.J. Submission Policy 


Our CCJ copy submission policy re- 
mains ‘author friendly’. While our prefer- 
ence is for electronic submission, typewrit- 
ten or neat handwritten copy is acceptable. 
Electronic submission allows you to include 
game scores, chess diagrams, and digitized 
photos. In general, tournaments submit- 
ted in an electronic format will be allotted 
more space. Our preference is for Microsoft 
Word files with diagrams created using the 
Linares font. Please feel free to contact me 
if you have any questions on how to submit 


The next deadline for C.C.J. 
submissions is January 10th, 2001 
Allan Fifield, PO Box 27 


State Zip Visalia, CA 93279-0027 


Renewal O) (559)-734-2784 * FAX: (559)-651-0739 


AOL: fifiela@aol.com 
Internet: fifiela@jostens.com 


7% For Additional Information Call 650-854-9793 7 
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Continued from page 15 


which I had fortunately correctly 
evaluated. 31...cxd4 32.Rh7 Qal+ 
33.Ke2 d3+! [33...Qxfl 34.Qxg7+ 
Ke7 35.Qf6+ Qxf6 36.gxf6+ Kd8 
37.Rh8+ Kce7 38.Rxa8+-] 34.Kb3 
Qxfl 35.Qxg7+ Ke7 36.Qf6+ Qxf6 
37.gxf6+ Kd8 38.Rh8+ Kc7 
39.Rxa8 d2 40.Nxd2 Rxd2 The 
last 9 moves seem forced, and the 
resulting endgame was, I was con- 
fident, a draw. 41.Rf8! Rd7 42.84 
Kd6 43.g5 e5 [43...Ke5 44.Re8 Kf5 
45.Re7 Rd6 46.Rxf7 Rb6+! 47.Kce4 
Kxg5 was a more promising try.] 
44.c4 b6 45.Re8 Rc7 46.Kb4 Rd7 
47.Kb5 Rc7 48.Kb4 Rd7 49.Kb5 
Agreed drawn. %2-% © 


Read All About it 
Visit our sites on the 
World Wide Web 
http://calchess.webjump.com 
& 







http.//-webjump.com/ 
_scholastics. html 





chances! 
B E G N N E. R S Even without using Kings, the 
GS ORNER pawn game,” then, is excellent 


practice for learning the types of 
Continued from page 24 Strategies that are commonly used 
to win “real” chess endings that of- 
ten arise. As always, by having a 
better understanding of this last 
part of the game, not only do you 
conduct your forces better, but you 
are also better equipped for plan- 
ning and controlling to get to favor- 
able positions (and avoiding unfa- 
vorable ones). Very often I have 
seen hours of hard work spoiled by 
one player's failure properly to con- 
sider “pawn game” implications. 
Yet, by practicing this simple, quick 
game, it becomes very easy to avoid 
getting into a situation from which 
there is no longer any chance to 
recover. For, once this last stage of 
the game is reached, every move is 
critical to obtaining the most favor- 
able result! 

Incidentally, the UPSCL now has 
automated K+P-endgame lessons 
available for viewing at 
ChessClub.com. For more informa- 


only the Pc5, but also be decoyed 
out of position from being able to 
assist his King-side pawns. Al- 
though in the actual game White 
resigned here, there could follow 
34.be be, 35.Kce3 Ke5d: (taking the 
opposition), 36.Kd3 Kdé6! (still main- 
taining the opposition; whereas the 
immediate outflanking of 36...Kb4 
allows White’s King to take the op- 
position with 37.Kd4), 37.Ke3 Kce4 
(now is the right time for outflank- 
ing), 38.h4 (delaying the inevitable) 
38...h5, 39.Kf3 Kd3, 40.Kf2 Ke4, 
41.Kg3 Ke3 (retaking the opposi- 
tion), and White’s King will be forced 
to abandon the f- and e-pawns. The 
game is over. 

With hindsight, it seems clear 
that Black has the better “pawn 
game” set-up; and, therefor, rather 
than to spend the tempi to get the 
Ra6, White may have done better 
to bring the Rook only to clkeeping tion about using this wonderful, 
Black's pawns under restraint. By new resource, contact the UPSCL 


ae 0 ae aout Oe Ne ae upscl@pacbell.net or (650) 349- 
considerations, White gave up all fe 
7746. @ 





26 


California Chess Journal Spring 2000 











-re- 
sfer- 
vrit- 
ible, 
‘ude 
ized 
mit- 
tted 
soft 

the 

me 
mit 


the 
nt 


sed 


Tournament Organizers 


JA =Jeff Andersen 
P.O. Box 10845, 
Napa 94581 
(707) 251-8175 
zenwabi@aol.com 
JA2 = Joan Arbil 
bf Post: St. 
Mechanics Rm408 94101 
(415)421-2258 
JB = James Bauman 
PO Box 904 
Arcata 95518 
(707)822-7619 
Mie. yore F ClLer AOTeLe 
PBrett@dnamail.com 
ma s=a Sreve: Cohen 
PO Box 8024 
Foster City 94404 
(650)349-7746 
BC =Bill Conrad 
(510)233-9763 
JD = John Donaldson 
57 Post St.. 
Mechamics Room 408 
94101 
(415)421-2258 
o> . -="Tom Dorsch 
P.O. Box 7453, 
Menlo Park 94026 
(650)322-0955 
TomDorsch@aol.com 
AF = Allan Fifield, 
PO Box 27, 
Visalia 93279 
(559)734-2784 
fifiela@jostens.com 
MG = Mike Goodall 
461 Peachstone Terr., 
San Rafael 94903 
(415) 491-1269 
MJG = Michael Ghormley 
5120 Alcott Dr., 
Sacramento 95820 
(916)388-1601 
mikeg@blacksand.com 
mjg99@yahoo.com 
MH =Mike Hau 
122 Calistoga Rd., #116 
Santa Rosa, 95409 
(707)538-8157 
haunmj@altavista.com 
DH = Dan Holbrook 
1220 Elliott #42, 
Paradise 95969 
RH = Riley Hughes 


TM 


JM 


CP 


HP 


JP 


TK 


JS 


DS 


oS 
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4019 Rector Common 
Fremont 94538 
(510)623-1889 
KnowChess@aol.com 

= Alan Kirshner 

66 Indian Hill Place, 
Fremont 94539 

(510) 657-1586 
hegemon@kirshnerisms.com 
= Richard Koepcke 
2047 Montecito Ave.#30, 
Mountain View 94043 
(650)964-2640 
richard.koepcke@Sun.com 
= Tom Martell 

15308 Laverne Drive, 
San Leandro 94579 
(510)895-5228 
tommbod@aol.com 

= John McCumiskey 
6700 50th St., 
Sacramento 95823-1306 
(916)428-5532 
jmclmc@lanset.com 

= Charles Pigg 

429 Vista Ct., 
Livermore 94550 
(925)447-5067 

= Hans Poschmann 
4621 Seneca Park Ave., 
Fremont 94538 

(510) 656-8505 
hspwood2@home.net 

= Jimmy Plumb 

1878 W. 11 St. #144, 
Tracy 95376 
hereshope9@nreach.com 
=Tom Reale 

520 Oak Drive 

Capitola 95010 

(83 1)464-2929 

= Joe Salazar 
(408)259-4002 
JIWS345@aol.com 

= Doug Shaker 

2030 Mills Ave., 

Menlo Park 94025 
(650)854-2545 
doug@theshakers.org 
= Steve Smallwood 
1028 Cassia Way, 
Sunnyvale 94086 

(408) 247-8510 
stephen677@aol.com 


DW2 


DW 


JW 


SW 


CW 


Aes 


BY 





=Dave Wait 

84 Carlos Ct 

Walnut Creek 94596 
= Dennis Wajckus 
5924 E. Illinois Ave., 
Fresno 93727-3566 
(559) 252-4484 

= Jerome Weikel 
6578 Valley Wood Dr., 
Reno NV 89523 

(775) 747-1405 

= Scott Wilson 

380 E Esplanade Ave #109 
Pacifica 94044 
Scott@Burlingame 
ChessClub.com 

= Carolyn Withgitt 
PO Box 6350, 
Hayward 94540-5305 
(650)322-0955 
cdorsch@aol.com 
=Ted Yudacufski 

PO Box 1308 
Monterey 93940 
(831)646-8730 
darts@earthlink.com 
= Bonnie Yost 

3701 West Floradora 
Fresno, CA 93722 
(559)275-0905 
yosthouse@aol.com 





Tournament Clearinghouse 
Riley Hughes 
4019 Rector Common 
Fremont, CA 94538-2145 
(510) 623-1889 
KnowChess @aol.com 





Send tournament reports 
and annotated games to CCJ: 
Allan Fifield 
PO Box 27 
Visalia 93279-0027 
(559) 734-2784 
Fifield @Jostens.com 


aii 


2] 








PO Box 27 
Visalia CA 93279-0027 










The CalChess Calendar of 


(* = CalChess discount) last update 10/2200) 


“ants 


2000 
Nov. 18-19 (Sa-Su): ...... 8® Annual Fresno Country Championship}.......f......deccccccteeces.. 
Nov. 25-26 (Sa-Su): ....:, LERA Thanksgiving (Sunnyvale) .......6.............BbecscsoPeccccocbe...... 
PEGS? Pat ek Exeter Chess for Kids 2). so. Biches dcchc don Men eRet cB OuewGt 
Dec. 10-16 OS51-S9): ss: Koltanowski Masters (San Francisco)}..............fb......L.....-k ee... 
CC. T6247 (Sa-Su): ...... Sacramento Chess Club Weekend Swiss 46 ....8..ccc0.bec.---4---.... 
2001 
Jar b3e44 (Sa-Si)”:.:... Sojourner Truth Girls’ Tourney (Palo Alto) &......§.......0......0....... 
Jan. 13-14 (Sa-Su): ...... Region XI Women’s Open (Palo Alto) .x.......0b............Bo.ccc neces. 
Jan. 20-22 (Sa-M):........ ett Ler FS ce ee ! ; 
van OT SA} ian anaes Rarmersville: Chess for Kids .....044.08.;... Bed Pass 
Feb. 17-19 (Sa-M):........ Presidents’ Day People’s (Berkeley) ...).......8.........-f/¥e00e ee 
Feb. 24 atc Henry Gross Memorial G/45 (San Franci fe) i 
Feb. 24 SAP ie atcccget a, CTCStODG (Ness tot FAAS os 8 is heck ce. Bssics 
Mar. 3-4 (Sa-Su): ...... CalChess State Scholastic. o...32)0055.5.05.0.6... Aa 
Mar. 9-11 UF Sia eas. A.J. Fink Memorial Amateur (San Franciseo) | 
Mar. 24-25 (Sa-Su) ....... Ohlone Spring Sectional (Fremont) ...........)...c60h000.. nih SE isan: 


Annual Events 
2nd weekend Jan (Sa-Su): Sojourner Truth Girls’ Tourney (Palo Alto) (D$) 
Martin Luther King weekend (Sa-M): Martin Luther King (RK) 
Presidents’ Day weekend (Sa-M): People’s (Berkeley) (MG & AG) 
lst weekend March (F-Su): San Francisco Amateur (JA2) 
Last weekend March (Sa-Su): State Scholastic Championship (Santa Clara} (AK 
Ist weekend May (Sa-Su): Livermore Spring Open (RH) 
Weekend prior to Memorial Day (Sa-Su): San Joaquin Championship (Frésno)§(D 
Memorial Day weekend (Sa-M): LERA Memorial Day (Sunnyvale) (JH) 
2nd weekend June (F-Su): Stamer Memorial (San Francisco) (JA2) 
4th of July weekend (Sa-M): Universe Open (TD) 
Labor Day weekend (lst weekend Sept.) (Sa-M): Labor Day Festival (RK) 
last weekend Oct. (F-Su): Western States Open (Reno) (JW) 


lst weekend Nov. (S-Su): Livermore Fall Open (RH) 2 
2nd weekend Nov. (F-Su): Capps (San Francisco) (JA2) : 
Weekend Prior to Thanksgiving (Sa-Su): Fresno County Championship (DW) 
Thanksgiving Weekend (Sa-M): LERA Thanksgiving (Sunnyvale) (JH) ~— : 
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